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“I am the vine, you are the branches. “ (John 15:5)

RALLY DAY . . .

and the big reveal . . . Sept 9th

Sunday, September 9
The celebration gets underway at 10:00 a.m.

W

e are excited to start a new
program year again, and we’ve
planned an incredible Rally Day to
kick things off. On Sunday, September
9th, there will be many activities
for all ages, and we invite the entire
congregation to join us.
Schedule for the day:
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Worship
11:00 a.m.
Annual Butterfly Release
11:30 a.m.
Basement Blessing and Tour
12:00 p.m.
Food, Fellowship and FUN!!!
We’ll start the day at 10:00 a.m. with
worship. All kids, from age 3 through
5th grade, are welcome to join us for
Sunday School during the 10 o’clock
service.* After worship, we will all
meet outside the front doors for our
annual butterfly release!
Once the butterflies have safely flown
away, we invite everyone to join us
back inside and meet in the basement
fellowship hall. (If you’d like to use the
elevator, follow the signs.)

_______
* NOTE: Every subsequent week,
Sunday School will be at 9 a.m. as usual.

Wait till you see
the new basement!

Many, many hands have been working
intensely during last school year and
summer months to get the downstairs
area remodeled so it’s better suited for
youth activities. They’ve painted, deep
cleaned, built, re-built, created artwork,
sewn curtains, and soooo much more.
We are very excited to reveal
the transformation to the whole
congregation! The area is now
inspirational and inviting, and a much
more effective use of space. We can’t
wait to use it on Sundays, Wednesday
nights, movie nights, game nights, lockins, etc.
We want the congregation to be
involved in blessing the space. You can
take a self-guided tour and check out
the “before” photos to see the dramatic
changes. There will also be a service
project opportunity to pack “wish list”
items for McCleery teachers (see page
2).
Lastly, there will be lunch for everyone
in Sanctuary Hall, plus a bounce house
in the courtyard and a 9 Square game
outside for tween/teens. During lunch,
we will announce the winners of our St
Mark’s online giving giveaway.
This will be such a fun way to start the
school year. We hope to see everyone
there!
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Habitat
FaithBuild
2018
Saturday, Sept 29
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
St. Mark’s is participating in the
2018 “FaithBuild” home through
the Fox Valley Habitat for Humanity.
Every year, a home is built entirely
by local church partners, and this
year St. Mark’s is one of 20 local
churches who are making this home
possible. The home is located on
Solfisburg Avenue in Aurora. If you
are interested in being a part of this
FaithBuild on September 29, talk to
Pr. Patrick.
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God’s Work, Our Hands
Saturday-Sunday, September 8-9

E

very year, ELCA churchwide has a weekend allocated for ELCA congregations
to get out into their communities and engage in service. This year, St. Mark’s will
join thousands of other ELCA congregations across the nation and participate in
“God’s Work, Our Hands” weekend on September 8th and 9th. We want this to
be intergenerational, and we hope young and old will join together to serve our
neighbors here in Aurora. We are looking for 50 volunteers on Saturday and 15
volunteers on Sunday. By the end of the weekend, we hope to exceed our goal of
65 St. Mark’s people giving their time to make a difference in our community.
Here is a list of the service projects for which you can sign up to volunteer.

SATURDAY, September 8

Rebuilding Together Aurora
8:30 a.m. - noon
Need 15-20 volunteers
Projects: paint garage, repair fence,
do yardwork, fix door (includes projects for
younger people - bring your kids!)
St. Mark’s Lead: Matt Greising
The Neighbor Project
9:00 a.m. - noon
Need: 20 volunteers
Projects: yardwork and home repairs (includes
projects for younger people - bring your kids!)
St. Mark’s Lead: Austin Bredow

LUNCH FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS
12:30 p.m. - St. Mark’s
Provided by Adult Study group
PADS meal at Hesed House
6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Need: 5-10 volunteers
Project: prep and serve dinner
St. Mark’s lead: Janet Guinnane

SUNDAY, September 9

McCleery Elementary School
Rally Day, 11:30 a.m. - noon
Need 10-15 volunteers
Project: assemble “wish list” items for McCleery
St. Mark’s lead: Sarah Anderson
Pick an “apple” off the Teacher Wish List
display in the narthex and bring your item
to help the awesome McCleery teachers.

Stewardship Spotlight
In creation, God gave Adam and Eve dominion over the earth
and all that is in it. God is the owner; we are the stewards.
As we move from summer into fall and into the Season of
Creation liturgy, it feels fitting to focus on how we can be
better stewards of the creation God has given us.This month,
Katrina Chipman shares her passion for caring for the
earth, plus a few tips on something we all can be doing in
our homes—composting!

M
Season of Creation

C

ome, celebrate with all Earth’s creatures in the garden planet
Earth.This is the Season of Creation.

Our Fall sermon series, “Season of Creation,” begins the
weekend of September 8 and 9. Each week we will focus
on God as our Creator and reclaim our role and purpose
as stewards to care for God’s creation
September 8/9 – Earth
“…and God saw that it was good.” (Gen 1:10b)
September 15/16 – Humanity
“God created humanity in God’s own image…” (Gen 1:27a)
September 22/23 – Sky
“Heaven is declaring God’s glory…”(Ps 19:1a)
September 29/30 – Mountain
“Look! I’m creating a new heaven and a new earth…” (Is 65:17a)

y husband, Jerad, and I joined St. Mark’s about
ten years ago after moving to Illinois from Iowa.
I graduated from Iowa State University with a degree
in Biology and now serve
as the Horticulture
Coordinator at the Morton
Arboretum in Lisle. My
interest in horticulture
began as a young child
helping with my mom’s
landscaping company.
At the Arboretum, I have
the opportunity to care
Katrina Chipman
for various landscapes and
seasonal displays throughout
the property. Growing and caring for plants is something
I also do at home where we plant a variety of vegetables
and herbs. After we eat the food we grow, it’s important
to us that we don’t just throw the scraps away, so we
compost. Here are a few tips for beginners:
•

Choose a compost bin. While composting can
be done just outside in a pile, your neighbors may
appreciate you having a closed bin! We have two
large outdoor tumbler-style bins, but for those just
starting out, any container about 3 feet wide by 3
feet high should do the trick.

•

Know what to add to your compost. Include both
“green” and “brown” waste. Green waste includes
fruits and vegetables, while brown waste can include
things like wood shavings, dry leaves, etc. Make sure
to avoid dairy or animal products in your compost.
Same goes for fats, oils, and pet waste. These items
will start to smell and attract pests.

•

Be patient. In a few weeks, your new soil will start
to develop. Turn your compost every week or two
to mix it up.Your compost is ready when it looks
and smells like soil. After that, incorporate it into
your garden beds. It’s not a replacement for soil, but
acts as a natural fertilizer for your soil and plants.

During this four-week season, we will experience God’s
nurturing presence and acknowledge Earth as our
teacher, source, and guide. We will acknowledge our
place within Creation rather than over and above it.
We will also recognize the crisis that Creation faces
through human exploitation. As we imagine a world
where beauty is destroyed, we will be encouraged to live
in and toward restored and renewed heavens and Earth.
Each week, we will have a Mission Moment related to
caring for the Earth, along with a congregational
commitment and individual challenge to take tangible
steps in being more green.
This four-week series is our chance, as a congregation, to
intentionally reflect on how we are being stewards of
God’s beautiful creation.
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Financial Peace
University

New Adult Study

&

Tuesday, Sept 25, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, Sept 30, 11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Sept 18
through Nov 13
7:00 p.m.

S

tarting in September, we will be offering
Adult Study on two separate days to
provide more people opportunities for
faith formation. We will continue having
Adult Study on Tuesday mornings at 10:00
a.m., and we are adding a Sunday Adult
Study at 11:30 a.m. (Childcare will be
provided on Sunday afternoons.)
Our new study will be a five-week class
on spiritual growth using the Enneagram.
This ancient personality-type system has
long helped people understand why they
think, feel, and act like they do. You may
have heard Pr. Pat or Pr. Patrick talk about
how life-changing the Enneagram has been
in their lives.
Starting on September 25,
we will use Ian Morgan
Cron and Suzanne Stabile’s
new book, The Road Back
to You: An Enneagram
Journey to Self-discovery,
to get to know ourselves
and God better.

Witty and filled with stories, The Road
Back to You allows us to peek inside each
of the nine Enneagram types. Not only will
you learn more about yourself, but you
will start to see the world through other
people’s eyes, with greater understanding
of what makes them “click.”
The Enneagram can also help take
you into places of spiritual discovery
you would never have found on your
own, paving the way to the wiser, more
compassionate person you want to
become.
If you are interested in attending the Adult
Study, Sign up at the Welcome Center
and join us on September 25 or 30.
The book and companion workbook are
$25 for the set.
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Led by Susan and Ken
Koepke

W

hat are your financial goals? To be debt free? To save more?
To be able to give more generously? Would you like to be in
control of your money, instead of feeling overwhelmed or stressed?
For many, Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University course has
been, literally, life-saving. Twenty-five years ago, Dave battled his way
out of bankruptcy and debt. Out of his personal experience, he
developed the foundation of his commonsense advice on money.
Our St. Mark’s group-discounted rate for the 9-week course is
$109* for the family and includes:
•
•
•
•
•

Member workbook that follows each of 9 video lessons
Dave Ramsey’s “Complete Guide to Money”
12-month digital subscription to “EveryDollar Plus” budgeting
“The Legacy Journey,” a course on building wealth, planning for
your future, and setting up future generations for success
12-month online coaching assistance for 1 year

TO WATCH an 8-minute class preview, go to
StMarksAurora.net/news/financial-peace
TO REGISTER go to FPU.com/1069238 by Tuesday, Sept 11th.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, go to financialpeace.com
A previous Financial Peace University attendee’s experience:
This is a pretty dramatic thing to say, but it’s true: We probably would
have been headed for bankruptcy if we hadn’t attended Financial Peace
University.We learned about “the debt snowball” plan, and it worked for
us.We started paying off our highest balance cards first, stopped using
credit cards, and started using cash.
The course also taught us about budgeting, investing for the future, and
saving for emergencies.The traditional financial advice is to have eight
months’ worth of income saved, but when you’re in debt, that’s impossible.
This course started us with a plan to save $1000, which was much
more attainable. It was enough to cover a car breakdown or replace an
appliance. It was a good start on preparing for any future financial crisis.
I believe Financial Peace University is good for anyone, from teenagers to
people in retirement. It can teach teenagers how to manage money and
teach retirees how to stretch their limited income.
Thanks to this class, I am free from credit-card debt and have a solid
financial plan for the future.—Deb Arcilla
* Scholarships are available. Contact the church office.

21&Over

Thursday, Sept 5, 7:30-9:00 p.m.
This is our 21 – 40-year-old ministry at St.
Mark’s. The purpose of these gatherings
is to build authentic relationships
and engage in meaningful conversations. Now that Fall
programming has started, we are moving our gatherings
to Thursday evenings. We meet from 7:30-9:00 p.m. If you
are interested in attending our monthly gathering, contact
Pr. Patrick (pfish@stmarksaurora.net).

“Christmas in September” luncheon
September 22, 2018, 11:45 a.m.

The Christmas theme of Lydia’s Piecemakers’ annual
Fall luncheon celebrates that giving is a year-round
tradition at St. Mark’s. The Family Traditions Quartet
will be presenting a program that brings the holiday
spirit of giving into September. There will also be a
hand-quilted rafﬂe quilt designed by Virginia Biltgen
that contains an array of Christmas images in a
colorful background of pieced fabrics.

Adult Fellowship
“Scam Awareness”
Friday, Sept 21, 10:00 a.m.
(NOTE THE CHANGE OF DAY)
Aurora Police Station, 1200 E Indian Trail Rd, Aurora
Officer Doug Rashkow will lead a program on Scam
Awareness, followed by a tour of the police station (enter in
the Main Entrance and proceed to the Community Room).
Noon meal will be at Harner’s Restaurant (10 W State St,
North Aurora). Contact Al Bergh 630-585-8422 for more
information. Please sign up at the Welcome Center.

This year, over 100 quilts, along with hats, scarves,
mittens, and baby kits have been completed by many
hands. Some are donated to local schools, nursing
homes, and Hesed House. Others are shipped around
the world. The money raised from the luncheon helps
defray the cost of materials and shipping,

St. Mark’s Book Club
2 meetings to choose from!

Reservations may be made by sending a check for
$15.00 per person to Peggy Shields at 1548 Waterford
Road, North Aurora, IL 60542 or by purchasing tickets
in the narthex the weekends of September 8-9 and
15-16. Christmas quilt raffle tickets are $1or 6 for $5.

The term “banana republic” was coined by American author
O. Henry in 1901 to describe Honduras and its neighbors
who were being exploited by U.S. corporations such as the
United Fruit Company. Bananas is a concise history of that
exploitation and the consequences that are still affecting
Central America today. Questions? Call Marge Gugerty,
331-262-2784.

Sunday, September 16
Nurses from the Health Ministry board
will be back in August, offering free blood
pressure screenings between services.

Life Line
Screening
Life Line Screening offers 5 non-invasive screenings that scan
for potential health problems: blocked arteries; abdominal
aortic aneurysms; hardening of the arteries in the legs;
atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat; and a bone density
screening to assess the risk of osteoporosis. The process
takes 60-90 minutes and costs $149 ($124 with the member
discount). To register and receive a $25 discount, visit
lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or call 877-380-1743.

MORNING BOOK CLUB
Thursday, Oct 4, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Bananas: How the United Fruit Company Shaped the World by
Peter Chapman

Blood pressure screening

Tuesday,
Sept 11

EVENING BOOK CLUB
Wednesday, Oct 3, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Coffee Project sales
.

Sat-Sun, Sept 1-2; Sun, Sept 16
You can support small farmers by
purchasing the Equal Exchange coffees and
chocolates offered by our Coffee Project
team. Equal Exchange works directly with
farmers, who earn a fair price for their
crops, build their own businesses, and help
preserve our planet with organic farming
and crop diversity.
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Welcome to
Faith in Daily Life
(FDL)
Fall programs start Wednesday, Sept 12
We’re looking forward to welcoming students back to
Wednesday nights that are packed with fun, food, learning,
sharing, and music. Things kick into gear on Wednesday,
September 12th:
5:00 p.m - Roaring Ringers (3rd-5th graders)
5:30 p.m. - FDL (1st-5th graders; HS Youth Group)
5:30 p.m. - Joyous Praise Bells (6th-8th graders)
6:00 p.m. - Confirmation classes (6th-8th graders)
If your kids are new to FDL, or if you have a 6th grader
starting Confirmation classes, please join us for an
orientation evening Monday, September 10th:
6:30 p.m. - new parents’ orientation
7:00 p.m. - Confirmation parents’ orientation.
If your kids are not yet registered for FDL, you can register
online or turn in a registration form.
•
•

Online: Go to StMarksAurora.net. Under the
CONNECT tab, click KIDS. The FDL section is at the top.
Printed form: Pick up a registration form at the
Welcome Center and return it with your check to the
church office or to Kari Reiseck.

We’re also looking for more teachers. If working
with kids calls to you, please contact Kari Reiseck
(kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net).

CDC musical
was FUN!
On Friday August 10th,
40 school-age children
from the St. Mark’s
Child Care Center
presented the Christian
musical 100% Chance
of Rain by Walter S. Horsley. This musical presents the story
of Noah, his family, his messages from God about the flood,
and his faithfulness to God and God’s faithfulness to us. Our
church was full of family and friends, the characters donned
adorable costumes, the singers wore rain ponchos, lines
were memorized, songs were heartily sung, and it was a great
performance directed by Kristin Young. Nancy Nagey-Sen was
our wonderful accompanist.
SAVE THE DATE: Kristin will be working with our 1st through
5th graders to present 100% Percent Chance of Rain again next
spring on Wednesday, May 1st.
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McCleery Elementary School
The St. Mark’s and McCleery relationship we established
last year will continue this upcoming school year. Last year,
13 church members volunteered their time to do one-onone reading with students. We are excited to build upon the
partnership we started.

Volunteer meeting,Thurs, Sept 13, 5:30 p.m.
If you are interested in volunteering at McCleery, we invite
you to a volunteer meeting on Thursday, September 13 at
5:30 p.m. If you are a returning volunteer or a new volunteer,
you are welcome to attend and hear more about what
volunteering will look like for the upcoming school year.

Fall Festival., Sat, Sept 22, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
McCleery holds an annual Fall Festival to kick off the year
for students and parents. To further our goal of building our
partnership with McCleery and getting to know McCleery
families, we will be attending and helping at the Festival. We
hope to deepen our relationships with the administration
and teachers, and get to know the students and their
families. We’ll be providing more details as they become
available. Anyone interested, contact Sarah Anderson
(sallenanderson1980@gmail.com) or Julie Langerveld (julie.
langerveld@gmail.com).

Hot Dog Roast

Saturday, Oct 6, 6:00 p.m.
On Saturday, October 6th our adult
choirs will be sharing at the 5:00
p.m. worship service. Saturday night
worshippers are then invited to stay
for a hot dog roast meal. There will
be a sign-up sheet provided for Saturday night folks to attend
and/or bring a side to share: baked beans, salad, fruit, chips, or
desserts. The meal will be served in the Sanctuary Hall. See
you there!

SUNDAY

pentecost 15
9:00a Worship
Coffee Project sales
10:30a Worship
11:30a HS Praise Team
rehearsal

pentecost 16

RALLY DAY

10:00a
11:00a
11:30a
12:00p

2

9

16

23

Worship &
Sunday School
Butterfly Release
Basement Blessing
& Open House
Food, Fun &
Fellowship

pentecost 17
9:00a Worship
9:00a Sunday School
Coffee Project sales
Blood pressure screening
10:30a Worship
11:30a HS Praise Team
rehearsal
11:45a Council meeting

pentecost 18
9:00a Worship
9:00a Sunday School
10:30a Worship
11:30a HS Praise Team
rehearsal

TUESDAY

10:00a Adult Study
1:00p Staff meeting
7:00p Glory Ringers
rehearsal

8:30a Life Line
Screening
10:00a Adult Study
1:00p Staff meeting
7:00p Glory Ringers
rehearsal

1:00p Staff meeting
7:00p Financial
Peace
University
7:00p Glory Ringers
rehearsal

25

18

11

4

19

26

THURSDAY

7:00p Lion’s
Voice
Choir
rehearsal

6

13
5:30p McCleery
volunteers
meeting
7:00p Lion’s
Voice
Choir
rehearsal

20

27
Lion’s
Voice
Choir
rehearsal

7:00p Lion’s
Voice
Choir
rehearsal

The Bread Wrappers 7:00p
Office volunteers
Roaring Ringers
FDL
Joyous Praise Bells
Confirmation classes
Wednesday Worship
Hope Circle

The Bread Wrappers
Office volunteers
Roaring Ringers
FDL
Joyous Praise Bells
Confirmation classes
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The Bread Wrappers
Office volunteers
High School kickoff
21&Over

WEDNESDAY

9:30a
1:00p
5:00p
5:30p
5:30p
6:00p

9:30a The Bread Wrappers
10:00a WVMTA meeting
1:00p Office volunteers
5:00p Roaring Ringers
5:30p FDL STARTS
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells
6:00p Confirmation classes

9:30a
1:00p
6:00p
7:30p

5

FRIDAY

7

14

28

21

Al-Anon

6:30p Al-Anon

10:00a Adult
Fellowship
(Aurora
Police
Station)
3:00p Quilt
luncheon
setup
6:30p Al-Anon

6:30p

6:30p Al-Anon

St. Mark’s Calendar September 2018
MONDAY

3

10

17

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers
& Knit PIckers
9:30a Faith Circle
6:00p Sanctuary Art
& Banners
6:30p FDL orientation new parents
7:00p FDL orientation 6th grade parents
7:00p Fox Valley
Festival Chorus
9:30a Ruth Circle
6:00p Sanctuary Art
& Banners
7:00p Fox Valley
Festival Chorus

24
9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers
& Knit PIckers
7:00p Fox Valley
Festival Chorus

10:00a NEW Adult Study 9:30a
1:00p Staff meeting
1:00p
7:00p Financial
5:00p
Peace
5:30p
University
5:30p
7:00p Glory Ringers
6:00p
rehearsal
7:00p
7:00p

SATURDAY

pentecost 15

5:00p Worship
Coffee Project sales

pentecost 16

God’s Work,
Our Hands Day

12:30p lunch for
volunteers
5:00p Worship
6:00p PADS

pentecost 17

10:00a Ross Miller
visitation
11:00a Ross Miller
memorial service
5:00p Worship

pentecost 18

11:00a McCleery
Fall Festival
11:45a “Christmas in
September”
quilt luncheon
Worship

5:00p

Sun
30
S

pentecost 19

Sat 29

Habitat
FaithBuild
5:00p
Worship

1

8

15

22

9:00a Worship
9:00a Sunday
School
10:30a Worship
11:30a NEW
Adult
Study
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Our mission in action

HS students
in front of St.
Mark’s on
departure day

F

rom July 21-28, 17 high school students and 3 adult
leaders from St. Mark’s gave a week of their summer
to participate in a mission trip down in Taylorsville,
North Carolina. From start to finish, the trip was a
phenomenal experience.
We were shown incredible hospitality by two ELCA
Lutheran churches. Gethsemane Lutheran in Lexington,
Kentucky, hosted us two nights, both on the way to
NC and on the way back to Aurora. St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church was the church in NC that hosted all of us
throughout our week of service.
We had the opportunity to meet, serve, and grow
alongside a Catholic church youth group from Victoria,
Minnesota. Throughout the week, our high school
students worked on Habitat home builds, led Kids’ Club,

8

helped at nursing homes, did yardwork at people’s
homes, and served at a Feeding Nutrition program in
town.
It was a week full of God moments. Our HS students
not only pounded nails and painted doors, they were
the bread from heaven and embodied the love of God
to every person they met. I couldn’t be more proud of
our young people. What a joy it was to see them grow
in their faith and see the community of Taylorsville be
touched by their presence. They not only represented
St. Mark’s, but they remind us that young people aren’t
the future of the Church—they are the Church NOW.
I can’t wait for next summer’s mission trip!
—Pr. Patrick

To the wonderful members of St. Mark’s Church,

To our St. Mark’s family,

I am writing this note on behalf of my grandfather, Ross
Miller, who passed away peacefully, surrounded by family
and friends on July 16, 2018. This message is to say thank
you to the many kind members of St. Mark’s who sent
him cards, notes, updates, and pictures since his beloved
wife, Betty, passed away last November.

We have moved to Lakes of the
Four Seasons in Indiana. It is
located halfway between Crown
Point and Valparaiso,
east of Rt. 65.

Each week I visited my grandfather, he waited eagerly as I gathered
his mail and we went through the cards one by one. He so looked
forward to those messages and they brought him such joy. His
face would light up. At his behest, we tried to send Christmas
cards to those we could.
Shortly before his death, he had me collect his notes and asked
me to write everyone and say thank you, and so I am sending this
note now. I cannot sufficiently express what it means to my family
that you all sent him such love and support. But I can tell you
what a difference it made to him, and to us. From the bottom of
our hearts, thank you for keeping him in your hearts and prayers.
We are grateful beyond measure.

Our new address is:
2435 East Lakeshore Drive
Crown Point, IN 46307
Contact us and stop by if you are passing
through or are nearby.
Susan’s email: fiedorsusan4@gmail.com
Frank’s email: ffiedor@sbcglobal.net
We will miss you and this wonderful
church, but hope to get back and visit.
Susan and Frank Fiedor

Sincerely,
Ross’ granddaughter Kristin, and the family of Ross Miller
The Ross Miller Memorial Service is Saturday, Sept 15. Visitation is at 10 a.m., service at 11 a.m., with lunch following.

St. Mark’s monthly financial recap for July 2018
Monthly information
Monthly Budget Goal						$ 71,753.33

Thrivent Choice
Eligible Thrivent Financial
members can use the Thrivent
Choice grant program to
direct their “Choice Dollars”
to St. Mark’s or to another
participating nonprofit
organization or congregation.
Last month, Thrivent deposited
$589 in our account, thanks to
Caryl Farnum, Carol and Jens
Jensen, and Sheryl Murphy.
These gifts help St. Mark’s in
its ministries. Thank you for
directing your Thrivent Choice
Dollars here!

Monthly Offering information
Envelopes – General Fund	        $ 65,622.90
CDC Rent/Administration			
$ 4,387.50
Miscellaneous				
$ 2,475.00
Other (loose, Sunday School, interest)		
$
637.40
Total General Fund Income 					
Monthly Surplus (Shortfall)					

$
$

Summary General Fund information as of 7/31/2018
Annual Budget						$
Percent of Year Completed			
		
Offerings/Commitments/Other Income received year to date		
$
* Note: $25,445 of this income was 2018 pledges prepaid in 2017
Actual Expenses year to date					
$
Actual Expense Surplus (Shortfall) year to date 			
$
Budget Surplus (Shortfall) year to date				
$

73.122.80
1,369.47
861,040.00
58%
534,663.37*
469,998.05
65,665.32
32,390.04

Summary “Share and Secure” Capital Campaign information as of 7/31/2018
Giving to “Share and Secure” to date				
$ 471,864.17
Transferred to Outreach					
$ 48,439.47
Principal Payments to Mortgage 					
$ 422,387.22
Debt Balances as of 7/31/2018
Principal Remaining on Church Building			
Principal Remaining on CDC (payments from CDC operating income)
General Fund owes Special Fund from 2017				

$1,793.241.93
$ 513,810.68
$
-
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Council highlights August 2018
•

Council approved to proceed with the next step in
basement flood prevention by installing 4- and 6-inch
drain lines underground from gutters and through the
screening wall in the sanctuary courtyard.: pipe above
ground past the screening wall to the catch basin, and
regrade existing swale. The total cost will be $6,800.
Council approved Roger Matson for a second 3-year term
on the Columbarium Board.
Council approved a contribution of $2,500 for St. Mark’s
share of support for the FaithBuild Project, paid for from
Capital Campaign tithe.
Adult Study is going to be offered on Sundays after the
10:30 a.m. service, in addition to the Tuesday morning
10:00 a.m. class, starting in late September.
44% of Vacation Bible School students were from outside
the congregation, which represents an excellent outreach
into the community.
God’s Work, Our Hands weekend is September 8/9.
We are offering 4 intergenerational service projects for
congregational participation.
Endowment team will have a Mission Moment and
fellowship coffee on September 22 & 23.
Commitment weekends have been scheduled for
November 10/11 and 17/18.

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

Council members
630-892-6616
donaldfmd@yahoo.com

Charlie Brummet
Treasurer

630-466-7087
cbrummet@aol.com
219-477-7250
albersdavid089@gmail.com

Austin Bredow
Outreach

773-988-1231
a_bredow@yahoo.com

Jeanne Flynn
Youth and Family

630-896-6312
flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net

Chad Gooch
Technology

630-466-0742
cgooch@cleo.com

Ginny Pavesich
Stewardship

630-337-7004
alinenow@reagan.com

Heather Rehg
New Members

630-801-4121
rehg@comcast.net

Carol Reiseck
Stewardship

630-554-4255
carol.reiseck@cuchicago.edu

Pastor Patrick Fish
Pastor Pat Geiseman

Like any extended family, St. Mark’s has collected a lot of
pictures over the years. But our “photo albums” (i.e., our
computers) had gotten jumbled, and we needed to get
organized.
Enter Nancy Clark. Responding to our earlier call to help
organize photos, Nancy is now moving forward to become
our Photo Librarian. She is going to make sure that our
future events get visually documented AND help us collect
photos during the year for our website, print, and year-inreview projects.
Nancy and her husband, David, have been members of St.
Mark’s since 2006. They attend the Saturday night service,
where Nancy helps with the sound desk. In addition, they
both help with hospitality and communion. As a former
meeting planner for 22 ½ years, Nancy has the perfect
background and skill set for this task, and we’re delighted
she has volunteered to keep our photos up-to-date and
organized. If you take pictures, you may be hearing from
her!

St. Mark’s staff
(phone is 630-897-6891, unless indicated otherwise)

Don Friend
Council President

David Albers
Property

We have a Photo Librarian!

630-897-6891, ext. 102
pfish@stmarksaurora.net
630-897-6891, ext. 101
pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net

Pastor Patricia Geiseman
Pastor
Pastor Patrick Fish
Associate Pastor

Ext 103
kyoung@stmarksaurora.net

Kari Reiseck

Ext. 104
kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net

Director of Youth & Family Ministry

Sue Hilderbrand
Director of Handbell Choirs
Marcia Broucek
Communications Coordinator
Deb Arcilla
Office Manager
John Themanson
Finance Administrator
Al Lettow
Facility Manager
Jim Erickson
Financial Secretary
Colette Patterson-Moon

Director, Child Development Center

Terese Ruppel

Baptism: August 5, 2018 - Martha Ann Hahn
Funeral: July 31, 2018 - James Howard
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Ext, 102
pfish@stmarksaurora.net

Kristin Young
Director of Worship & the Arts

Nursery Coordinator

PASTORAL ACTS

Ext 101
pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net

Ext. 108
shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net
Ext. 107
news@stmarksaurora.net
Ext. 100
darcilla@stmarksaurora.net
Ext. 105
jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net
Ext 106
facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net
630-235-6510
giving@stmarksaurora.net
630-897-6063
stmarksdir@att.net
630-466-1036
ter60554@gmail.com

Have information to share? Cutoff time for the weekly Courier is noon
each Monday, and for the monthly Vineyard, the15th of the month.
Email your article to news@stmarksaurora.net, or drop it in Marcia
Broucek’s mailbox.

Servers
for worship
S e rv e r s f o r W o r s h i p
September 1 & 2

Saturday, 5:00pm

Acolytes

Sunday, 9:00am

Sunday, 10:30am

Ben Millerr

Gabe Gooch

Adult Worship Assistants

Bob Johnson

Sheryl Campen

-

A/V Desk

Nancy Clark

Scott Thompson

Jill Fox

Altar Care

Al Lettow

Team A

Team A

Bread Baker

Pam Krasinski

Pam Krasinski

Pam Krasinski

S. & Lynida Tomlin, A. Lettow

Team A - Mark Perry

Team A - Deb Steinheimer

Bob Johnson

Team A

Team A

TBA

Team A

Team A

Shaelin Dunn
Bob Johnson

Anna Themanson

-

Sheila Johnson

Jill Fox

Melvin Smith

Virgil Ostreng
Emma Albers

Team B
Emma Albers

Team B
Emma Albers

K. Walz, D. & N. Clark
Kathy Walz

Team B—Bruce Wood
Team B

Team B - Youth Group
Team B

TBA

Team B

Team B

Acolytes
Adult Worship Assistants
A/V Desk
Altar Care
Bread Baker
Hospitality Team
Reader
Welcome Center Hosts
September 22 & 23

Bob Johnson
Kathy Walz
Sheila Johnson
Susan Manning
S. Johnson, S. Kuhn, M. Hicks
Miriam Hicks
TBA

Ben Miller
Greg Jackman
Dan Hawks
Team C
Susan Manning
Team C - John & Terry Thorsen
Team C
Team C

Josei & Keagan Reiseck
Melvin Smith
Team C
Susan Manning
Team C - Mike Flynn
Team C
Team C

Acolytes
Adult Worship Assistants
A/V Desk
Altar Care

Shaelin Dunn
Bob Johnson
Sheila Johnson
Don Bryant

Sue Hilderbrand
Fred Krueger
Team D

Amanda Simpson
Mark Hipp
Team D

Matt Greising
D. Bryant, J. & C. Toynton
Clare Toynton
TBA

Matt Greising
Team D - John & Terry Thorsen
Team D
Team D

Matt Greising
Team D
Team D
Team D

Bob Johnson

Jill Fox

-

Sheila Johnson
Virgil Ostreng
Jens Jensen
V. Ostreng, M. Hicks, K. Walz
Miriam Hicks

Scott Thompson
Team C
Jens Jensen
Team C - John & Terry Thorsen
Team A

Fred Krueger
Team C
Jens Jensen
Team C—Mike Flynn
Team A

TBA

Team A

Team A

Hospitality Team
Reader
Welcome Center Hosts
September 8 & 9
Acolytes
Adult Worship Assistants
A/V Desk
Altar Care
Bread Baker
Hospitality Team
Reader
Welcome Center Hosts
September 15 & 16

Bread Baker
Hospitality Team
Reader
Welcome Center Hosts
September 29 & 30
Acolytes
Adult Worship Assistants
A/V Desk
Altar Care
Bread Baker
Hospitality Team
Reader
Welcome Center Hosts
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“Radical Hospitality”
September highlights
Saturday, Sept 8:

“God’s Work, Our Hands” day

Sunday, Sept 9:

Rally Day

Tuesday, Sept 11:

Lifeline Screening

Wednesday, Sept 12: FDL starts
Tuesday, Sept 18:

Financial Peace University starts

Friday, Sept 21:		

Adult Fellowship, “Scams Awareness”

Saturday, Sept 22:

“Christmas in September” luncheon

Saturday, Sept 22:

McCleery Fall Festival

Tuesday, Sept 25:

New Adult Study: Enneagram

Saturday, Sept 29:

Habitat for Humanity FaithBuild

Sunday, Sept 30:

New Adult Study: Enneagram

Saturday, Oct 27, 2018
Metro-Chicago
Synodical Women’s
Convention
St. Mark’s is hosting the annual Metro-Chicago
Synodical Women’s Convention this year. The day
will focus on immigrants and refugees.

Keynote speaker: Jose Garza. Executive Director
of the Workers Defense Project in Texas
Breakout sessions:
• ELCA’s Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and
Opportunities (AMMPARO)
• RefugeeOne, the Illinois affiliate of Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS)
For more information, pick up a flyer at the
Welcome Center. To register, pick up a form and
mail it with your check. Cost: $30 (includes lunch)

