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“I am the vine, you are the branches. “ (John 15:5)

How have you experienced God’s abundance? 
In what ways can you share abundance? 

Throughout the month of September, we celebrated 
the Season of Creation. We gave thanks for the 

Earth, Humanity, Sky, and Mountain, and recommitted 
ourselves to responsibility as caretakers. We have 
been inspired and uplifted to live as stewards of God’s 
abundance.

Throughout October and November, we will consider 
how each of us is invited to walk in “The Way of 
Abundance.” On the weekend of October 6-7, we 
will celebrate the ministry that has taken place at  
St. Mark’s this past year.  What a difference a year makes! 

•	 On Saturday, October 6, the choirs will sing 
and ring at the 5 p.m. service.  A hot dog roast for 
everyone will follow.

•	 On Sunday, October 7, the council will serve 
sundaes to worshipers in between the services. 

Both of these events are ways of saying thanks for your 
generosity that makes our ministry possible.

Over the next few weeks, you will be receiving 
communications from the Stewardship Team, and we 
hope you will begin to consider your financial support 
of St. Mark’s ministry for the coming year. On the 
weekends of November 10-11 and 17-18, we will be 
receiving 2019 commitments of financial support.

Congregational life here continues to be vibrant and 
outward because of strong stewardship practices from 
all of you.  Thank you for walking with us in The Way of 
Abundance. — The St. Mark’s Stewardship team: Emma Albers, 
Ginny Pavesich, Carol Reiseck, Pastor Patrick, Pastor Pat

Stories of Faith

Each year St. Mark’s, along 
with 10,000 other ELCA 

congregations, sends a portion of 
the offerings we receive to fund 
ELCA ministries. This fund, called 
“Mission Support,” is one of the 
ways we are church together and 
is an essential part of ELCA.

A portion of Mission Support gifts circle back to 
support synods and local congregations, providing funds 
to nurture congregations and ministry partners, as well 
as camps, colleges, and seminaries.

Another portion goes to the ELCA churchwide 
organization to equip churches and leaders, such as 
the recent support given to a new, growing worship 
community in Redlands, California. Mission Support 
addresses social issues and works for justice, such as 
bolstering the Task Force that wrote the draft of the 
Social Statement on Women and Justice, which we 
studied this summer. 

Another example of Mission Support dollars at work 
is the Lutheran Office for World Community, which is 
the voice of the ELCA at the United Nations. Mission 
Support also provides grants, such as one recently given 
to the House of Peace and Reconciliation in Colombia, 
to help bring peace to a community torn by violence. 

ELCA has just released an annual publication called 
“Stories of Faith in Action 2018-2019.” These 
inspiring stories about Mission Support gifts at work 
will warm your heart!  We encourage you to get a 
copy at the Welcome Center or on our website in the 
RESOURCES section. 

If you’d like to see a chart showing “Where Does My 
Offering Go?”, you’ll also find this in the RESOURCES 
section of our website.  

Go to the RESOURCES tab at StMarksAurora.net



Festival of the 
Reformation
Saturday-Sunday
October 27-28

We are a church founded on change.
The Reformation changed church practices. On October 31, 1517, when Martin 
Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses [or points of debate] on the Castle Church 
door in Wittenberg, Germany, he broke wide open the corruption in the Roman 
church at the time: Instead of buying dead relatives out of purgatory, the money 
people paid for “indulgences” was being used by Rome to build St. Peter’s 
Cathedral.  

The Reformation changed the way people understood faith. As Martin Luther was 
reading the Bible and struggling with faith questions, the Bible was also becoming 
available to more people. The development of the printing press was making the 
Bible accessible to more than just monks and priests. For the first time, people could 
read scripture for themselves.

The Reformation changed the focus of belief. The shift launched by Martin Luther 
moved people away from personal penance to “saved by grace,” away from what we 
do to what Christ has done. The Reformation re-oriented the church back to the 
gospel. 

On this Festival of Reformation day, we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of 
Christ—the Good News—that makes us free. All that we have and all that we are is 
a gift from our God, who generously and lavishly loves us.

During our worship services on October 27 and 28, we will celebrate this history 
and this calling to discipleship.  At the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, October 28, 
we will also celebrate the Affirmation of Baptism through the Rite of  Confirmation 
for the following young people:
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“Radical Hospitality” 
Saturday, October 27
8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.
Metro-Chicago Synodical 
Women’s Convention

St. Mark’s is privileged to host the annual Metro-Chicago 
Synodical Women’s convention this year.  The day will focus 
on the timely topic of immigrants and refugees. Keynote 
speaker: Jose Garza. Executive Director of the Workers 
Defense Project in Texas.

Jillian Bantz
Elliott Bauer-Brunswick
Cara Davenport
Madeline Drafall
Ava Gonzales
Aiden Hobson
Katelyn Mabrey

Joshua Munson-Rodriguez
Jacob Nowak
Brady Reiseck
David Simpson
Katherine Ulrich
Gavin Williams

Breakout sessions:
• ELCA’s Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, 

Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities 
(AMMPARO)

• RefugeeOne, the Illinois affiliate of Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS)

This is a marvelous opportunity for us to participate and 
learn more about ELCA’s response to the refugee crisis.  
To register, pick up a mail-in form at the Welcome Center.  
Cost: $30 (includes continental breakfast and lunch)
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Pet blessing
Sunday, Oct 7, 12:00 p.m.

“All praise to you, Oh Lord, for all these brother and sister 
creatures.”

These words from St. Francis of Assisi’s Canticle of 
the Creatures sum up what St. Mark’s pet blessing 
is all about, as we thank God for all the creatures 
of the earth, including our pets. This year’s pet 
blessing will be at noon on October 7, the closest 
Sunday to the feast day of St. Francis, the patron 
saint of animals and the environment. All pets are 
welcome, and there will be treats for pets and 
people alike. Let’s give thanks for our furry friends!

Focus on youth
Wish list . . .
If you’ve seen the newly 
remodeled lower level, you know 
how awesome the space is for our 
youth programs! There are a few 

more items on the “wish list” that we’re hoping to add. 
If you would like to make a donation toward one of the 
following items, it would help us continue improving the 
versatility and efficiency of our space:
• A new projector to make it easier to show movies, 

videos, and PowerPoints to kids of all ages. We’d 
like one that can hang from ceiling to keep it out of 
harm’s (kids’) way!

• Movable, riser-style benches for the kids to use 
during Wednesday opening.  These could also be used 
for movie nights, lock-ins, etc.  Risers would give us 
more flexibility because of the number of people they 
could accommodate.

• Soft throw pillows that match the Luther Room, to 
use along the back of the benches. 

•	 Bean bags for additional seating in the Luther Room.  
• More board games. We’d love to fill our cabinets. 

Check with Kari Reiseck for games still needed.

One of the items on the “wish list” was a set of black 
folding chairs to use at the new game tables.  Thanks to 
the generosity of Naomi Circle,, we’ll be adding these 
soon.  Thank you!

Important FDL dates for October 
Oct 3:    Bring a friend to FDL night
Oct 10:  Christmas play tryouts
Oct 17:   Wednesday Night Worship 
Oct 24:  Confirmation Picture, Practice, and Pizza night
 Halloween costume night
Oct 28:  Confirmation, 10:30 a.m. service
Oct 31:  Halloween—no FDL

HS outing
Saturday, Oct 13

During the program year, we 
have one HS Ministry Event 
every month. Our vision is that 

each monthly event will entail both a fun component 
and service component. This doesn’t replace Wednesday 
evenings at FDL, but is an addition to our regular 
gatherings. The next outing will be Saturday, October 
13th. For more details, talk with Pr. Patrick.

Healing services
Saturday-Sunday, Oct 13-14

In the liturgical calendar, St. Luke the Evangelist 
is commemorated on October 18.  According to 
tradition, Luke was a physician, and it has been our 
custom to include a brief service of healing on the 
weekend closest to this date.

It is with confidence in the healing presence and 
power of God that we receive the laying on of 
hands and are anointed with oil.  We will pray:

Living God, through the laying on of hands and 
anointing, grant comfort in suffering to all who are 
in need of healing.  When they are afraid, give them 
courage; when afflicted, give them patience; when 
dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure 
them of the support of your holy people.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

LAYING ON OF HANDS
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Adult connection opportunities
St. Mark’s Book Club

October Book: 
Bananas: How the United Fruit Company 
Shaped the World (Chapman)
DISCUSSION TIMES:
Wednesday, Oct 3, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Music Library 
Thursday, Oct 4, 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Community Room

Thanks to all who have checked out a book.  We would love 
to have you join one of the discussion groups! Books are 
due no later than October 10 at West Branch Library 
233 S. Constitution Drive (attached to Washington School—
Downer Place and Constitution Dr) 

November Book: 
Not for Sale: The Return of Global Slave 
Trade—and How We Can Fight It (Batstone)
DISCUSSION TIMES:
Wednesday, Nov 7, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Music Library 
Thursday, Nov 8, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Community Room

Not for Sale is a deeply inspirational exposé by award-winning 
journalist David Batstone on the $31 billion human trafficking 
epidemic. Descriptions of real life rescues give hope for an 
ending to this dreadful practice. 

Sign up NOW to reserve a library copy. Twenty copies of 
Not for Sale will be available to checkout at the October book 
discussions and after services on the weekend of October 
6-7. To reserve your copy, sign up at the Welcome Center 
or email marge.gugerty@gmail.com Please include your 
phone number. Questions, call Marge Gugerty, 331-262-2784.

Calling all singers! 
Christmas cantata rehearsals
Thursday nights, 7:45-8:45 p.m.
Starting October 18

We need all singers available for our 
Christmas cantata presentation in 
December.  This year we have teamed 
up with the Fox Valley Philharmonic to 

present “Tapestry of Light:  A Celtic Christmas Celebration” 
by Joseph Martin. We’ll be offering the cantata at St. Mark’s 
on Sunday, December 16 at a special 10:00 a.m. service.  
We’ll also be giving a public concert on December 9 at 3:00 
p.m. at Our Saviour Lutheran Church on Downer.  Please 
contact Music Director Kristin Young for more information at 
kyoung@stmarksaurora.net. 

Adult Study
The Road Back to You
Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. (through 10/23)
Sunday, 11:30 a.m. (through 11/4)

Our 5-week Adult Study of the Enneagram 
continues in October. Even if you’ve 
missed a class, you’re welcome to join us 
at any time. Your readings in The Road Back 
to You and the study guide will keep you 

up-to-date. Here’s the class schedule:
Session 1:  Finding Your Type (Tues 9/25, Sun 9/30)
Session 2:  The Gut Triad (Tues 10/2, Sun 10/7)
Session 3:  The Heart Triad (Tues 10/9, Sun 10/21*)
Session 4:  The Head Triad  (Tues 10/16, Sun 10/28)
Session 5:  Working with Your Type (Tues 10/23, Sun 11/4)

This is SUCH a helpful book for understanding yourself and 
relationships better.  We hope you will consider this class.

* NOTE:  Because of Council Meeting on Sunday, 10/14, this Sunday 
Enneagram class will not meet until 10/21.

Adult Fellowship
Thursday, October 25 
10:30 a.m.
Museum of Aviation

You are invited to join the Adult Fellowship group for a tour 
of the Air Classics Museum of Aviation (44W546 US Route 
30, Sugar Grove - just west of the airport) on October 25th. 
After the tour, we’ll be heading over to the Open Range 
Southwest Grill on Golf View Road in Sugar Grove (Bliss 
Creek Golf Course) for lunch.  Adults: 16-61: $8; seniors 62+, 
$5. If you wish to car pool, meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. 
Sign up at the Welcome Center.

21&Over
Monday, Oct 1, 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Monday, Oct 22, 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Our 21&Over group continues its 
twice-a-month gatherings in October, 
now on Monday evenings.  If you are 

over 21 and are interested in meaningful conversation, you 
are welcome to join us.  If you would like to be included on 
the 21&Over email list or want more details about these 
gatherings, contact Pr. Patrick.

ALERT: Since we no longer have a Faith 
Community Nurse on staff, we are not able 
to	offer	flu	shots	at	St.	Mark’s	this	year.	Please	
remember to make an appointment with 
your physician or go to a local pharmacy.



Blood pressure screening
Sunday, October 14
Nurses from the Health Ministry board 
will be back on October 14th to offer 
free blood pressure screenings between 
services.

Coffee Project sales
Sat-Sun, Oct 6-7
Sun, Oct 21
Support small farmers by purchasing the 
Equal Exchange coffees and chocolates 
offered by our Coffee Project team.  Equal 
Exchange works directly with farmers, 
who earn a fair price for their crops, build 
their own businesses, and help preserve 
our planet with organic farming and crop 
diversity.
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Take note!
Hot dog roast

Saturday, Oct 6
The Music Ministry will be sharing 
beautiful anthems at the 5:00 o’clock 
service, incorporating bells, flute, 
choir, and organ. Following the 
service, they’ll be hosting a hot dog 
roast! Everyone is invited to stay 

for our version of Octoberfest. Please sign up to attend and  
bring a side dish to pass:  baked beans, veggie tray, fruit tray, 
or chips. Hope to see you there!

“Sundaes on Sunday”
Sunday, Oct 7
Our Council will be serving ice 
cream sundaes between worship 
services on Sunday, October 7th 
to say “thank you.”  We pause to 
celebrate together all that God 
has accomplished this past year in 
and through the generosity and 

faithfulness of St. Mark’s members. 2018 is a year full of 
newness and community involvement. The Spirit is certainly 
alive and active in this congregation!

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, Nov 4, 3:00 p.m. 
Augustana College orchestra concert
The Symphony Orchestra from Augustana College will give the final concert of their Fall tour right 
here at St. Mark’s! The 75-piece orchestra is led by Dr. Daniel Chetel.  In addition, the 25-member 
chamber orchestra from Elk Grove Village will perform a few works. Plan on joining us for an afternoon 
of lovely orchestra music and a reception following. 

Welcome new members 
Dave & Kathy Bloom

Kathy was born and raised in Aurora and has lived 
here her entire life. She worked as a mechanical 
designer and new product project leader for 
Honeywell for 33 years and retired to spend more 
time with grandkids and to help aging parents. She 
loves to sew and make quilts, and is an avid fan of 
British murder mysteries.

Dave is a Chicago native and served in the US 
Army Reserves during the Vietnam War. He has 
a BS degree in psychology from Northwestern 
and an MBA from Roosevelt, and worked as a 
corporate buyer for 40 years for major companies. 
After taking early retirement, he’s discovered the 
joy of cooking. He also enjoys walking, reading, and 
doing Tai Chi. Dave was raised in a Jewish home, but 
was baptized in a Lutheran church at age 25. 

Together they have 4 children and 10 grandchildren, 
who are the joys of their lives. Please give Dave and 
Nancy a warm St. Mark’s welcome!

The next new member orientation classes 
are scheduled for NOV 4 and NOV 18. 
Please speak with one of the pastors 
if you are interested in participating.
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Service opportunities
Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry

OctoberFeast 
Saturday, Oct 6 
5:30 p.m.
Pipers	Banquets
Aurora

Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry is holding their Fall 
“OctoberFeast” fundraiser on Saturday, October 6th at 
Pipers Banquets (1295 Butterfield Rd,  Aurora). The feast will 
feature local beer, wine, and (new for 2018!) whiskey tastings, 
live and silent auctions, open bar, and a delicious German 
meal that puts the “feast” in OctoberFeast. Every $1 raised 
will provide $7 of food to families in our community. For 
more information, visit aurorafoodpantry.org/gala/

Stock up!
Monday, Oct 22, 3:00-4:15 p.m.

St. Mark’s has made a commitment to 
send volunteers on the 4th Monday of 
every month, from 3-4:15 p.m., to help 
stock the shelves of the Food Pantry 

when the trucks come in and get food ready for distribution 
on Tuesday morning. In October, that date is Monday, 
October 22.  If you are interested in volunteering for this 
ministry, contact Pr. Patrick. 

McCleery Elementary School
Thursday, Oct 11, 3:00-3:30 p.m.

 “Meet & Greet” with teachers
Tuesday, Oct 16, volunteering starts

Last year we started a partnership with 
McCleery Elementary School, and thirteen  
members volunteered for one-on-one 

mentoring with students.  We jump-started our partnership 
this year on “God’s Work, Our Hands” weekend, when we 
assembled teacher “wish list” items for McCleery teachers.  We 
shared in the McCleery Fall Festival in September, and now 
we’re ready to begin our ministry. On October 11, we will 
have a “meet and greet” with the teachers at McCleery. The 
following Tuesday, October 16, we will start volunteering in the 
classrooms. If you are interested in being a part of this life-giving 
ministry with local children, contact Pr. Patrick.

Foods Resource Bank Fall Festival
Saturday, Oct 13, 9:00 a.m.
Gary and Jean Dau Farm
2334 N. 42nd Road
Sheridan, IL 60551

Festivities for this year’s 
Somonauk FRB (Foods Resource 

Bank) Fall Festival start with an Ecumenical Thanksgiving 
Service at 9:00 a.m.. The day includes demonstrations of 
many farm activities and a chance for a combine ride, if the 
weather cooperates.  After a barbecue lunch, there will be a 
pie auction about two in the afternoon. 

Over the past ten years, the Somonauk, Earlville, and Ottawa 
projects have raised about a million dollars to help people 
around the world move from malnutrition to sustainable 
farming practices.  As of September 1st, FRB has adopted a 
new name and logo to reflect this work. From now on, it will 
be known as Growing Hope Worldwide. The new CEO, 
Mark Finberg, brings 25 years of experience in working to 
end hunger, most recently as director of the United Nations 
World Food Program in Rome, Italy.

All are welcome to come on out to the farm and join the 
celebration on October 13th!

Thank you!
A huge shout out to all who participated 
in the September 8-9 “God’s Work, Our 
Hands” weekend! Members of St. Mark’s 
made a difference in our community, 
through work at the  Rebuilding Together 
Aurora house and The Neighbor Project, 
serving at PADS, and packing “wish list” 
bags for McCleery teachers. It was a great 
time to be church for so many!

Photos from: Rebuilding Aurora Together (RTA), McCleery 
teachers “wish list” donation, and The Neighbor Project
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St. Mark’s Columbarium

Historically, Christians have often been laid to rest in church cemeteries, 
where they could be remembered and honored by parishioners. 

Several years ago, a group of St. Mark’s members started investigating  the 
possibility of adding this ministry to our church. After much research, and 
the commitment of this dedicated group, our columbarium became a reality. 
The columbarium is set in our beautiful courtyard and offers a sacred 
space for our loved ones. The garden and benches provide a serene spot for 
remembering, prayer, and thanksgiving. The choice of a niche at St. Mark’s 
is symbolic of the life cycle of faith, and it simplifies the end-of-life planning 
process. There is no need to shop for a burial plot, casket, or monument. 
Services can be held at the church, and family can walk just steps to the 
columbarium.

Currently, the cost of a niche, which can hold the cremains of two people, is 
$1200, which includes the urns, the stone, and the engravings. 
If this is something you’d like to consider, pick up an information packet 
at the Welcome Center or make an appointment with a member of the 
committee, who will be glad to answer any questions. Contact Paul 
Pavesich, 630-800-7190, or Roger Matson,  630-939-8545.
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St. Mark’s Endowment Fund

Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all gifts God 
has given, including accumulated, inherited, and appreciated resources. 

A legacy gift to the St. Mark’s Endowment Fund not only supports the future 
of this church, but is also a gift that keeps on giving. It is a meaningful way to 
honor the faith of a loved one’s life and be a witness to the next generation. 
If you would like to consider this option, please contact Al Bergh, 630-585-
8422.

Council highlights September 2018
• New members David and Kathy Bloom were received into 

membership on Sunday, September 16 at the 10:30 a.m. 
service.

• New member classes have been scheduled for Sundays, 
November 4 & 18, and reception of new members on 
Sunday, December 2 at the 9:00 a.m. worship.

• On October 7 members of Christ the Lord Lutheran 
Church in Elgin will be meeting with several St. Mark’s 
members to provide guidance in order to become a 
Reconciling in Christ Congregation.

• Sanctuary video proposal was tabled in order to establish a 
team to strategize ministry and visioning goals.

• The Barrett Memorial proposal was tabled in order to ask 
for more details.

October is Pastor Appreciation 

Month. We hope you will 

take this opportunity to let our  

pastors know how very much 

they are appreciated.



St. Mark’s monthly financial recap for August 2018 

Monthly information

Monthly Budget Goal      $  71,753.33

Monthly Offering information
 Envelopes – General Fund         $    60,786.07
 CDC Rent/Administration   $      4,387.50
 Miscellaneous    $      1,103.00 
 Other (loose, Sunday School, interest)  $         356.23 
Total General Fund Income      $     66,632.80
Monthly Surplus (Shortfall)     $     (5,120.53)

  

Summary General Fund information as of 8/31/2018
Annual Budget      $   861,040.00
Percent of Year Completed                           67%
Offerings/Commitments/Other Income received year to date  $  599,296.17*
 * Note: $25,445 of this income was 2018 pledges prepaid in 2017
Actual Expenses year to date     $  546,161.29
Actual Expense Surplus (Shortfall) year to date    $    53,134.88
Budget Surplus (Shortfall) year to date    $    25,269.50

Summary “Share and Secure” Capital Campaign information as of 8/31/2018
Giving to “Share and Secure” to date    $ 481,920.17
Transferred to Outreach     $   49,851.90
Principal Payments to Mortgage      $ 431,437.62

 

Debt Balances as of 8/31/2018
Principal Remaining on Church Building                    $1,781,705.98
Principal Remaining on CDC (payments from CDC operating income)      $   513,810.68
General Fund owes Special Fund from 2017    $          -
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Thrivent Choice

Eligible Thrivent Financial 
members can use the Thrivent 
Choice grant program to 
direct their “Choice Dollars” 
to St. Mark’s or to another 
participating nonprofit 
organization or congregation.
Last month, Thrivent deposited 
$441 in our account, thanks to 
Dave and Kathy Bloom, and to 
Sheryl Murphy.  

These gifts help St. Mark’s in 
its ministries. Thank you for 
directing your Thrivent Choice 
Dollars here! 

Stewardship Spotlight
Hello. My name is Ashley Fairbanks and my husband is 
Brent Fairbanks. We have three daughters: 11-year-old 
Shelby; 8-year-old Avery; and 20-month-old Natalie.  

This month’s theme at church is Abundance.   
God’s love for us is abundant and 
everywhere. 2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God 
will generously provide all you need. Then 
you will always have everything you need and 
plenty left over to share with others.” (NLT)

We are ever grateful for all God does for us 
and want to give back by sharing our time, 
our talents, and our money. Our family 
especially enjoys sharing our time here at  
St. Mark’s.  

It all started three years ago. My girls had 
been going to FDL, and I found out the 
kitchen crew needed volunteers. I figured, 
‘I’m going to church to drop off and pick up 
anyway, so why not help out?’ I thought it would be a 
good opportunity to get more involved and meet other 
people. I didn’t realize the impact it would have on our 
family!

I have had the best time and made such great 
friendships. Once I started volunteering and sharing 

more of my time, my children and husband wanted to 
get more involved as well. It has been a great way for us 
to spend time together as a family and be of service to 
God and our church. My husband and I volunteer in the 
kitchen for FDL, Shelby and I volunteer at VBS, Shelby 
acolytes, and we all work the 5B’s BBQ event. I volunteer 

to do the Christmas play costumes, and Avery 
and Shelby are in the Christmas play. My girls 
have volunteered to set up and take down VBS 
decorations and serve/clean up at luncheons 
and events. 

Our lives are no different than others raising 
a young family. It can be very busy and hectic, 
so whatever we volunteer for, we try to find 
a spot where our children can have a hand 
in helping out, too. This allows us all to be 
together and volunteer more. 

It’s so neat to see the abundance of joy that    
 sharing your time can give you and do for your 

community. We have made such great connections and 
friendships and received such gratification, on top of 
doing God’s work with our hands. We are very grateful 
to be a part of this wonderful, God-centered community. 
Thank you for sharing your time with me to hear our 
story.                               
—Ashley Fairbanks

The Fairbanks Family
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Memorial Service:  
September 15, 2018 - Ross Miller
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Council members St. Mark’s staff 
(phone is 630-897-6891, unless indicated otherwise)

Don Friend 
Council President

630-892-6616 
donaldfmd@yahoo.com

Charlie Brummet 
Treasurer

630-466-7087
cbrummet@aol.com

David Albers 
Property

219-477-7250
albersdavid089@gmail.com

Austin Bredow
Outreach

773-988-1231
a_bredow@yahoo.com

Jeanne Flynn 
Youth and Family

630-896-6312 
flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net

Chad Gooch
Technology

630-466-0742 
cgooch@cleo.com

Ginny Pavesich
Stewardship

630-337-7004 
alinenow@reagan.com

Heather Rehg 
New Members

630-801-4121 
rehg@comcast.net

Carol Reiseck 
Stewardship

630-554-4255 
carol.reiseck@cuchicago.edu

Pastor Patrick Fish 630-897-6891, ext. 102
pfish@stmarksaurora.net

Pastor Pat Geiseman 630-897-6891, ext. 101 
pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net

Thank you to Jim Erickson
Jim and Su Erickson joined St. Mark’s in 1979. Since that 
time, both have served in various volunteer and leadership 
roles. Next June, the Ericksons will be retiring and moving 
to their new house in Buckeye, Arizona, which is 30 miles 
west of Phoenix.  

Since 1997, Jim has guided the leadership of the 
congregation with helpful “financial modeling.”  We call 
some of these reports “the eyecharts” (tiny font and 
many numbers!). Over the years, Jim’s prognostication has 
been extremely accurate and beneficial to our planning. 
His commitment to the whole ministry of St. Mark’s, 
his realistic, direct, always hopeful approach has made a 
difference.

Since 2010, Jim has served as our Financial Secretary. This 
baton has now been handed over to Beth Benson Ulrich, a 
very capable business and finance leader.  We are grateful 
for this, too!

Over the years Jim has worn many hats, including choir 
member and Council president.  At this time we express 
deep gratitude for his attention to detail and leadership as 
our Financial Secretary.  Thanks, Jim!

A word from Beth Benson Ulrich
I would like to thank Jim Erickson for taking the time to 
train me and answer my questions, documenting all of his 
various functions,  and mostly for his many years of service.

I hope that my background in banking, operations, and 
technology will help me continue the level of expertise 
that Jim has maintained for the past seven years. I 
started my career in banking and worked over 12 years 
at a Chicago bank, managing the back office, accounting 
operations, and technology staff.  I became a Bank 
Operations Consultant at an accounting firm and then 
for an international financial service company, focusing 
on process improvement, data warehousing, and financial 
reporting.  After my daughter was born, I left the financial 
services world and started doing volunteer work with my 
daughter’s school, my homeowner’s association and, most 
recently, serving as Treasurer and Board member of the 
Child Development Center.

Starting October 1st, if you have any questions concerning 
your St. Mark’s giving, statements, or automatic payments, 
please contact me at giving@stmarksaurora.net or by 
phone at 630-234-6529.  

Beth Benson Ulrich, Financial Secretary  
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S  W  Servers for worship
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Foods Resource Bank
Fall Festival

(see pg 5)

The Way of
Abundance 

(see pg 1)

St. Mark’s Book Club
Wed night & Thurs morning

(see pg 4)

Healing services
Sat-Sun, Oct 13-14

(see pg 3)

Adult Study
Tues morning & Sun afternoon 

(see pg 4)

Festival of the Reformation
&	Confirmation	Sunday

(see pg 2)

October highlights


