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“I am the vine, you are the branches. “ (John 15:5)

“The best way to spread Christmas cheer 
is singing loud for all to hear.” –Buddy the Elf

Everyone has their Christmas traditions. 
Some of them are meaningful. Some 

of them are more just for fun.  Well, one 
tradition Kate and I do every year is watch 
the movie Elf.  We pass this tradition, along 
with many others, on to our two daughters. 
I can already envision both our girls yelling, 
“SANTA! I KNOW HIM!” 

This year, I find myself looking at Elf a 
little differently. Given the divisive political 
rhetoric and never-ending tragedies due 
to gun violence, I find myself needing a 
laugh; so, I decided it was time to pull 
out Elf a little early this year. But, as I was 
watching the movie, I found myself drawn to 
something I hadn’t noticed before: Buddy’s 
sadness.

Buddy has the body of a human but the 
spirit of an elf. Throughout the movie, he 
doesn’t fit in, and this causes him great 
distress. Not only does he not fit in with 
the other elves, when he is with his human 
family, he doesn’t seem to belong with them 
either. By the end of the movie, Buddy 
realizes he doesn’t have to choose between 
being a human or an elf. He is both, and by 
being his true self, that makes those around 
him better. 

With all that has been going on these past 
months, I find myself feeling much like 
Buddy. I am saddened by all the innocent 
lives taken. I am frustrated by the divisions 
that keep people from love. I am upset 
at how quickly people can justify not 
welcoming the stranger. More than ever, I 
find myself clinging to Jesus. 

The season of Advent is a time marked by 
waiting. Waiting for our Savior to be born. 
This month,we celebrate the best gift we 
will ever receive: Jesus Christ. He is the 
Light in our darkness. He is the Star that 
guides our lives. He is the Truth who reveals 
God is love. He is the One who gives us 
eternal life. 

This Christmas I am reminded again that 
there is hope and a reason to celebrate, 
even in the midst of what is happening. Our 
Savior is born. He is born for you. For me. 
For the world. 

“Do not be afraid, for see I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: To you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord.” –Luke 2:10-11

Yes, I am happy my daughters will meet Santa 
at Fox Valley Mall. However, what gives me 
joy beyond measure is that God says to my 
daughters, “ELLIE, I KNOW YOU.  I LOVE YOU.”  
“MADDIE, I KNOW YOU.  I LOVE YOU.” 

This is the good news that God proclaims 
to every willing, listening heart. God 
proclaims this to you. God knows and calls 
you by name. Hear God’s invitation. Receive 
that gift again. 

As you approach the season of Advent and 
Christmas, may the Good News of Jesus’ 
birth bring you peace, hope, and joy!
—Pr. Patrick

Christmas Joy

that I may receive 
the gift I need
so I may become
the gifts others need.

How silently, how silently
the wondrous gift is given.
I would be silent now, 
O God, and expectant,
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Children’s Christmas 
Program & Potluck
Saturday, Dec 8, 5:00 p.m.

Christmas Spirit? Let’s Hear It!
A children’s pageant in rhyme by Tilda Balsley

The Christmas spirit can sometimes seem elusive, but who can resist the 
charms of children? What is more heartwarming than a traditional Christmas 

pageant? This year’s Christmas Spirit? musical program presented by the children of  
St. Mark’s will remind you that the Christmas spirit is indeed alive and well. 

Following the program, there will be an amazing spread of delicious food, as we 
gather for our annual Christmas potluck.  The church provides chicken and ham, 
and we share delicious homemade dishes.  All are welcome to this spirit-filled 
evening. Sign up at the Welcome Center to bring rolls, sides, salads, veggies, fruit, 
or dessert.

And don’t forget . . . we always have a special holiday guest from the North visit us after 
dinner!

Scripture readings 
for Advent

Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

Advent 2
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

Advent 3
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke  3:7-18

Advent 4
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

FRONT PAGE CREDITS:
“Christmas Joy” reflection by Pastor Patrick
“How silenty” prayer by Ted Loder,  
from Guerrillas of Grace

... a Savior is born to you

St. Lucia Pancake & PJ night 

Wed, Dec 12 @ FDL

Each year we celebrate Santa Lucia 
at FDL by having Pancake and PJ 
night, and the men’s fishing group 
volunteers to cook the dinner. 
Here’s a little hint about Santa 
Lucia origins:  We have oranges to 
represent the sun or light, since she 
used light to bring food to people.  

Parents’ Night Out

Fri, Dec 7, 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Parents, enjoy an evening out 
on our High School Youth! Go 
Christmas shopping. Go on a 
date. St. Mark’s high schoolers 
will entertain your kiddos (from 
pre-K through 8th grade). Directly 
following the Christmas program 
rehearsal from 5:30-6:30 p.m., we 
will head down to the Lower Level 
for games, activities, and crafts. 

CDC Christmas program

Sun, Dec 9, 2:00 p.m.

The pre-school and pre-K classes 
from the Child Development 
Center will be performing 
“Jesus: Light of the World” on 
Sunday afternoon, Dec 9th. 
For more information, contact 
MsLorisRoom@gmail.com

St. Nicholas visits
Sunday School on Dec 2,

 FDL on Dec 5!
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A Tapestry of Light Christmas Cantata
Sunday, Dec 9, 3:00 p.m. (at Our Savior’s)
Sunday, Dec 16, 10:00 a.m. (at St. Mark’s)

The hope of Christmas heard in glorious music is one of the wonderful gifts of 
the season. This year, St. Mark’s Lion’s Voice Choir has teamed up with the choir 

from Our Savior Lutheran Church in Aurora, as well as the Fox Valley Philharmonic 
Orchestra. The 40-plus voice choir, accompanied by orchestra, will present a 
beautiful cantata with a Celtic lilt entitled A Tapestry of Light:  A Celtic Christmas 
Celebration, arranged and orchestrated by Joseph Martin. Our very own Dezirae 
Maffit and Lauren Twohill will be the soloists for this presentation. Our Music 
Director, Kristin Young, will direct the choirs and orchestra.  

There will be two performances.:
• Sunday, Dec 9, 3:00 p.m. at Our Savior Lutheran Church,  

420 West Downer, Aurora
• Sunday, Dec 16, at the 10:00 a.m. worship service at St. Mark’s.  

During this service, the Glory Ringers will also share beautiful handbell 
anthems. 

Your ears and heart will be in for a treat. Please join us.

Lessons and Carols Service
Sunday, Dec 23, 10:00 a.m. (the only worship service this Sunday)

On the Sunday before Christmas, our worship will be based on the wonderful 
tradition of the “O Antiphons.” The O Antiphons are a set of medieval refrains 

originally used before and after the singing of the Magnificat. Each invokes the 
Messiah under a different title derived from the Old Testament.  Around the twelfth 
century, these refrains were collected into a Latin verse hymn, later translated by 
John Mason Neale, and finally becoming the beloved Advent hymn “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel.” This special service will include readings of the O Antiphons, 
interspersed with the singing of hymns and carols. It’s a contemplative way to focus 
on the true meaning of Christmas and the love embodied in the birth of Christ.

Christmas Eve Worship
Monday, Dec 24, 4:00, 6:00, and 8:00 p.m.

The Christmas Eve services at St. Mark’s are always very special.  We offer three 
options, so all people, of any age, may participate.  

4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.—These services are especially geared toward families 
and include a children’s message. The 6:00 o’clock service also includes the choir 
and handbell choir.

8:00 p.m.—This service is a traditional Christmas worship service, featuring the 
choir, handbell choir, and a brass choir. 

All services include special music, candle lighting, and communion. We hope you will 
join us for this most reverent of moments in the Christmas season. Invite your family, 
friends, and neighbors to this beautiful time of comfort, joy, and peace.
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Be an “angel”
Pick up an Angel Tree tag

Each year St. Mark’s provides gifts for different 
organizations in the Aurora area. This year we are giving:

• gifts to 100 children from Visiting Nurse Association
• 20 gift cards for AID (The Association for Individual 

Development) clients
• 50 gift cards for residents of Constitution House
• 25 gift cards for LSSI foster children

Be sure to read details on the sign-up sheet.  Each group 
has a different  dollar amount.  All gifts must be returned 
by Sunday, Dec 9th. Thank you for your generous support 
every year.—Naomi Circle

“Stand a kettle”
Ring the bell for the Salvation Army

Members, friends, and families of St. Marks have a joyous 
tradition of “standing kettles” for the Salvation Army 

during the holiday season. 

While, locally, we have not felt the type of disasters seen 
around the world, families in our community have faced 
disasters of their own. Ringing the bell for the Salvation 
Army helps assure that help is available. The Salvation Army 
provides emergency fire/flood assistance, prescription 
assistance, transportation assistance, rental assistance, 
utilities assistance, and a food pantry. They also provide 
Thanksgiving dinner for homebound seniors and disabled 
individuals.

God has blessed us with so much, and we receive joy by 
giving an hour (or several), asking our community to help 
those who need emergency assistance. If you’re looking for 
an opportunity to share hope and joy this season, please 
consider joining us.

This year we’re ringing at three locations:
• Jewel (1952 W Galena Blvd, Aurora)
• Woodman’s (151 Hansen Blvd, North Aurora)
• Walmart (2000 Orchard Rd, Montgomery)

 
Sign up for a time and location on the poster on the 
Outreach wall in the narthex.  

Give a “good gift”
Choose an ELCA Good Gift

If you’re looking for a meaningful gift that can make a 
difference in the world, consider giving an ELCA “Good 

Gift.” There are some great Christmas options:

Chicks $10
Fruit-tree seedling $10
Rooster $15
Honeybees $20

Each of the Christmas gifts comes with a special card.  You 
may personalize printed cards to be sent to your loved 
ones, to print at home, or to be delivered via email.  

Go to community.elca.org/elcagoodgifts
Click on  “Christmas Gifts” (in the right-hand column)

Piglet $30
Goat $50
Share of a cow $50
Fruit-tree nursery $150

Share some coffee & chocolates
Support our Coffee Project ministry

Our Coffee Project team offers premium coffees and 
chocolates from Equal Exchange. This Fair Trade 

cooperative gets its arabica coffee bean from small farmer 
growing co-ops and works with farmers to develop 
sustainable growing practices.  You’ll find a selection of 
coffees ranging from light African Roots to dark French 
Roast, along with decaf, in both ground and whole bean. 
There is also a delicious Fair-Traded selection of premium 
chocolate bars.  They make great last-minute gifts!

Coffee sales in the narthex,
Sat-Sun, Dec 1-2 and Sun, Dec 16
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HS December outing
Friday, Dec 7, 
6:15-9:30 p.m.

Our December HS Outing 
will be here at St. Mark’s! On 

Friday, Dec 7th, we are providing parents with an evening out 
by watching their younger children. Plan to be at the church 
by 6:15; we’ll be leading kids’ activities from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  
Then, from 8:00-9:30 p.m., we will stay and play games at the 
church. If you are interested in participating in this outing, 
contact Pr. Patrick.

21&Over
Christmas Party
Sat, Dec 1, 6:00 p.m.

We recognize how busy 
schedules can be during the 

holidays. However, we know some of us don’t have family 
who live nearby. So, we are offering a Christmas edition 
of 21&Over. If you are interested in joining our 21&Over 
Christmas party, contact Pr. Patrick, pfish@stmarksaurora.net

Looking for an Advent study?

The ELCA Advent study is available on our 
website. Go to the “Inspirational Readings” 
section at StMarksAurora.net/RESOURCES

WK 1:  WATCH! (Luke 21:25-36)
What are you watching and waiting for this Advent?

WK 2:  PREPARE! (Luke 3:1-6)
What are you preparing for this Advent season?

WK 3:  BEAR FRUIT! (Luke 3:7-18)
What does it mean to ‘bear fruit’ this Advent season?

WK 4:  REJOICE! (Luke 1:39-55)
What of Christ brings joy to your life?

Adult Fellowship
Christmas party
Thursday, Dec 13, 
11:30 a.m.
Reservations due Dec 3

All adults are welcome! The Adult Fellowship Christmas Party 
will take place at Fireside Grille (49 Sugar Ln, Sugar Grove) 
on December 13. Plan to arrive at 11:30 a.m. so you can 
choose your meal. Cost is $21.75 (gratuity and tax included). 
Virgil Ostreng will provide the entertainment. Please bring 
an unwrapped gift for a child at Hesed House. Sign 
up at the Welcome Center by December 3. For more 
information, call Marge Gugerty, 331-262-2784. 

Check out our “Chrismons”

Each year we decorate the tree in the sanctuary with “Chrismon” ornaments, 
handmade by members of St. Mark’s over the years.  “Chrismons,” a 

contraction for “Christ monograms,” incorporate monograms composed of 
various combinations of letters of the name Jesus and symbols for Christ. These 
designs have been used by Christ followers since biblical times. They are the 
heritage of all Christians and serve to remind us of the One we follow.  All 
Chrismon ornaments are handmade in a combination of white and gold to 
symbolize the purity and majesty of the Son of God. 

A wonderful book, complete with photos and descriptions of our Chrismons,  
has been complied by Sanctuary Art & Banners team member Jill Fox. Take a 
moment to view this book displayed on the “lamb” podium in the narthex.

The Sanctuary Art & Banners Team would like to add dates and names of  
St. Mark’s people who have made Chrismon ornaments in the past, even the first 
year St. Mark’s had a Chrismon tree. If you have any photos, we would love to 
borrow them and make copies. Please contact Sue Hilderbrand (630-212-3021 
or sa.hilderbrand@yahoo.com). 



6

BeFriender Ministry

For many of us, the holidays are a time full of joy and cheer; however, for others, it’s 
an incredibly difficult and gloomy time. Some of us are grieving and must face the 

first Christmas without our loved ones. For others of us, we cannot afford gifts for 
our loved ones. Wherever you find yourself this December, know God sees you and 
is with you.  

During our intentional visioning process, we made it a priority that we would strive 
to be a congregation who cares for each other as Christ cares for us. One of the 
ways we tangibly do this is through our BeFriender Ministry.  We believe BeFrienders 
will play a key role in 2019 and beyond as St. Mark’s continues to grow in size.  

Pr. Patrick just completed BeFriender Leader Training, and we are excited to grow 
this important lay-focused ministry. BeFrienders don’t take the place of pastors. They 
extend and multiply the care so more people receive care. BeFrienders are trained 
lay ministers who listen with compassion, accept people without judgment, and walk 
with people who are experiencing a difficult or transitional time. 

If you or someone you know could benefit from a BeFriender, contact one of the 
pastors. If you are interested in becoming trained as a BeFriender, contact Pr. Patrick.

Giving Tree 
Fundraiser
Sat, Dec 15 through 
Sun, Dec 30

Starting Saturday, Dec 
15th, we are hosting a 

“Giving Tree” fundraiser to 
raise money for the 2019 HS 

mission trip. The Giving Tree will be located in the 
narthex with different dollar amounts on each leaf. 
Please give as you are able.  

Remove one of the small leaves and donate the 
amount written on the leaf. Then, write your name(s) 
on the larger leaf and hang it back on the tree to show 
your support for the youth group. Please make checks 
out to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church with ‘youth group’ 
as the memo. Place the checks in Anna Themanson’s 
mailbox. 

The youth look forward to the mission trip each year, 
and it wouldn’t be possible without the proceeds we 
receive from fundraisers like this one. We thank you in 
advance for all your support for our young people!

BeFriender Ministry Meeting
For those who have been trained 
already to be BeFrienders, we will 
have an information and vision 
meeting on Mon, Dec 10, from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. We will discuss 
our vision for 2019 and our 
plans going forward, now that Pr. 
Patrick has finished his BeFriender 
Leader Training.

We will be receiving  
new members during the 
9:00 a.m. service on  
Sunday, Dec 2nd.

Call for acolytes

Because of the many 
special services during 

the holiday season, we need 
many acolytes  We count on 
our Confirmation students 
to help fill this need but also 
ask high school students 
to consider helping during 

the holidays.  Acolyting is a wonderful way to be 
involved in worship and get even more out of our 
Advent worship services. Sign up at the Welcome 
Center or contact Melissa Gooch (melissa.gooch@
hotmail.com).

Music Academy 
Christmas Recital
Sun, Dec 2, 2:00 p.m.

The students of St. 
Mark’s Music Academy 

will perform their carefully 
practiced holiday and classical 
pieces on Sunday, Dec. 2, 

at 2:00 p.m.  It is always heartwarming to see and 
hear the blossoming talent in these dedicated young 
students.  All are welcome to attend. 
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St. Mark’s Scholarship Program

St. Mark’s recognizes that the cost of going to 
college and graduate school can be an expensive 

journey. The Endowment Team has created a fund 
to grant scholarships to St. Mark’s students who are 
furthering their education via a Lutheran-affiliated 
higher education institution. 

Eligibility:
• Applicants must be a member at St. Mark’s for at 

least 2 years
• Applicants must be attending a Lutheran-affiliated 

higher education institution
• Open to all prospective students who have 

graduated high school or those who will be 
graduating high school and attending a college or 
university within the next 4-6 months

• Open to all students obtaining a bachelor’s, 
master’s, or doctoral degree.

Application:
• Submit a 1- to 2-page essay on why you are 

choosing a Lutheran-affiliated college.
• Include the following in your essay:

• summary of high-school endeavors (such 
as community/extracurricular involvement, 
awards, and recognitions)

• which Lutheran school(s) you are considering
• your proposed field of study
• other financial awards received

• Include a copy of your acceptance letter, if 
applicable

If you would like to apply for a scholarship, please give 
your application materials to one of the pastors.  

Applications open January 2019. 

Barb Barrett Memorial

We have just received delivery of a two-octave 
set of Silver Melody Bells! We hope to ring 

them for the first time on Christ the King Sunday, 
November 25th, and ring them for the Christmas 
Cantata program on Sunday, December 16th.

The purchase of these bells is made possible through 
a generous gift from our dear friend Barb Barrett, 
who was a regular substitute ringer at St. Mark’s. 
She was a charter member of Chicago Bronze and 
rang with four different church handbell choirs. Early 
in 2018, Barb lost her battle with cancer. She left 
generous gifts for all “her” handbell choirs.

Because Barb’s gift was designated for the bell choir, 
we knew we wanted to do something tangible to 
honor her and her love of this particular music 
medium.  We decided on a set of Schulmerich Silver 
Melody Bells, which will add a distinctive, bright, and 
robust sound to our bell choir.  We hope you enjoy 
them!

Bell Choir Committee Members: Sheryl Campen, Jill Fox, 
Matt Greising, Vicki Meyn, Martha Swanson, Kristin Young, 
and Sue Hilderbrand.  Don Friend, Council Advisor.

Wed, Jan 9: FDL resumes

Sat, Jan 12: PADS dinner

Sun, Jan 13: Sunday School resumes

Sun,  Jan 13: Budget Forum
11:45 a.m., with lunch to follow

Sun, Jan 20: Annual Meeting
11:45 a.m., with pizza to follow



As you reflect on your commitment 
to the 2019 General Fund, your 

end-of-2018 financial planning, and your 
planning for taxes, one option you may want 
to consider is a direct gift of stock to St. 
Mark’s.  This can create a win-win situation 
for both you and St. Mark’s. You will receive 
a charitable income tax deduction for the 
full fair market value of the stock or mutual 
fund and potentially reduce or eliminate any 
capital gains on that appreciated stock.  In 
order to take advantage of this, you have 
to donate the stock directly to the church 
without selling it. The congregation then 
sells the stock to turn the donation into 
cash. St. Mark’s does have a process in place 
to handle such gifts. If you are interested 
in initiating such a gift, please contact the 
Financial Secretary, Beth Benson Ulrich, 630-
234-6529 (giving@stmarksaurora.net).

If you are 70 ½ or older and have an IRA 
account, another option is to initiate a 
QCD—Qualified Charitable Donation—
from your IRA. With a QCD, the custodian 
of your IRA would initiate a direct transfer 
of your contribution from your IRA account 

to St. Mark’s via a check made out to the 
congregation from the IRA custodian. By 
doing this, the QCD amount would not 
be included in your AGI (Adjusted Gross 
Income), which can have some benefits 
for you. QCDs also can be used to satisfy 
RMDs (required minimum distributions) 
from your IRA. Your IRA custodian should 
be able to assist you with this if you are 
interested. Be aware that QCDs have a 
different tax implication than a regular 
donation, so make sure you check with your 
tax advisor. Again, please let the financial 
secretary know you are doing this so it can 
be accounted for correctly.

Finally, if you wish to “pre-pay” your 2019 
pledge in 2018 for tax purposes, that can be 
handled. You will receive donation credit in 
2018 from a tax perspective, but it will be 
applied to the general fund 2019 income. 
Please make sure you clearly mark your 
envelope with a note, if that is your intent.

You should always consult with your 
financial and/or tax advisor before actually 
making such gifts to ensure that it meets 
your situation.

St. Mark’s monthly financial recap for October 2018 

Monthly information

Monthly Budget Goal      $  71,753.33

Monthly Offering information
 Envelopes – General Fund         $    52,297.46
 CDC Rent/Administration   $      4,387.50
 Miscellaneous    $         590.00 
 Other (loose, Sunday School, interest)  $         469.78 
Total General Fund Income      $     62,744.74
Monthly Surplus (Shortfall)     $     (9,008.59)

   

Summary General Fund information as of 10/31/2018
Annual Budget      $   861,040.00
Percent of Year Completed                           83%
Offerings/Commitments/Other Income received year to date  $  734,969,49*
 * Note: $25,445 of this income was 2018 pledges prepaid in 2017
Actual Expenses year to date     $  695,945.63
Actual Expense Surplus (Shortfall) year to date    $    39,023.86
Budget Surplus (Shortfall) year to date    $    17,436.16

Summary “Share and Secure” Capital Campaign information as of 10/31/2018
Giving to “Share and Secure” to date    $ 502,109.00
Transferred to Outreach     $   51,824.47
Principal Payments to Mortgage      $ 449,190.88

 

Debt Balances as of 10/31/2018
Principal Remaining on Church Building                    $1,747,770.29
Principal Remaining on CDC (payments from CDC operating income)      $   509,880.90
General Fund owes Special Fund from 2017    $     28,947.86
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Thrivent Choice

Eligible Thrivent Financial members 
can use the Thrivent Choice 
grant program to direct their 
“Choice Dollars” to St. Mark’s or 
to another participating nonprofit 
organization or congregation.
Last month, Thrivent deposited 
$275 in our account, thanks to Lila 
Fagan, Sheryl Murphy, and Eleanor 
Rzeminski.

These gifts help St. Mark’s in its 
ministries. Thank you for directing 
your Thrivent Choice Dollars 
here! 

Gifts of stock or IRA QCDs to St. Mark’s

If you haven’t had an 
opportunity yet to turn 

in a commitment card for 
2019, you are welcome to 
mail it in or drop it off at 
the church office. There 
are extra cards at the 
Welcome Center. 

You can also fill out a 
commitment form online* 
at StMarksAurora/GIVE 
(click on “The Way of 
Abundance” picture). 

Thank you for your faithful 
and generous commitment 
to the ministry at St. 
Mark’s. Your giving of time, 
talent, and treasure makes 
a difference!

*NOTE: We recommend using  
the Chrome browser to fill out 
the online form.
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Kari Reiseck 
Director of Youth & Family Ministry

Ext. 104 
kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net

Sue Hilderbrand 
Director of Handbell Choirs

Ext. 108 
shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net

Marcia Broucek 
Communications Coordinator

Ext. 107 
news@stmarksaurora.net

Deb Arcilla 
Office Manager

Ext. 100 
darcilla@stmarksaurora.net

John Themanson 
Finance Administrator

Ext. 105 
jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net

Al Lettow 
Facility Manager

Ext 106 
facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net
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Council members St. Mark’s staff 
(phone is 630-897-6891, unless indicated otherwise)

Don Friend 
Council President

630-892-6616 
donaldfmd@yahoo.com

Charlie Brummet 
Treasurer

630-466-7087
cbrummet@aol.com

David Albers 
Property

219-477-7250
albersdavid089@gmail.com

Austin Bredow
Outreach

773-988-1231
a_bredow@yahoo.com

Jeanne Flynn 
Youth and Family

630-896-6312 
flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net

Chad Gooch
Technology

630-466-0742 
cgooch@cleo.com

Ginny Pavesich
Stewardship

630-337-7004 
alinenow@reagan.com

Heather Rehg 
New Members

630-801-4121 
rehg@comcast.net

Carol Reiseck 
Stewardship

630-554-4255 
carol.reiseck@cuchicago.edu

Pastor Patrick Fish 630-897-6891, ext. 102
pfish@stmarksaurora.net

Pastor Pat Geiseman 630-897-6891, ext. 101 
pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net

Pastoral Acts

Baptism 
Rylee Marie Reichenbach - November 4

November Council Highlights

• The Budget Forum is scheduled for Sunday, January 
13 at 11:45 a.m., with lunch included.

• Council approved the Senior High Youth Group 
request for a Giving Tree fundraiser to raise money 
for their summer mission trip to Denver, Colorado. 
Dates for the fundraiser to be determined.

• Council voted to proceed with the Community 
Outreach program partnership with Waubonsee  
Community College for English Language Acquisition 
(ELA) classes two days per week, beginning the 
spring 2019 semester.

• Annual meeting scheduled for January 20 following 
10:30 a.m. service in the Sanctuary at 11:45 a.m. 
followed by lunch in the Sanctuary Hall.

• The silver bells ordered, using Barbara Barrett 
memorial money, should arrive in time for Christmas. 

• Austin Bredow will report to congregation about 
The Neighbor Project on December 8/9.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
COURIER:  Tuesday noon    

VINEYARD: 15th of the month
Please send to Marcia Broucek

news@stmarksaurora.net

Join the snow 
removal team

We need your help 
to clear snow 

from the parking lot 
sidewalks on the weekends. Our paid maintenance staff 
does not work on the weekends, and our contracted 
snow removal company does not do the walks. We have 
shovels and snowblowers available, along with a salt 
spreader. The sidewalks need to be cleared before the 
Saturday and Sunday services. Please sign up at the 
Welcome Center or contact Al Lettow (facilitymgr@
stmarksaurora.net).
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December 1 & 2 Saturday, 5:00pm Sunday, 9:00am Sunday, 10:30am 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
December 8 & 9    
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
December 15 & 16   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
December  22 & 23                                 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

December 29 & 30                                                                                                 10:00a.m.                               

S  W  Servers for worship
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Christmas at St. Mark’s
Sun, Dec 2, 9:00 a.m.
St. Nicholas visits Sunday School

Sun, Dec 2, 2:00 p.m.
Music Academy Christmas Recital

Wed, Dec 5 FDL
St. Nicholas visits FDL

Fri, Dec 7, 6:30 p.m.
(Christmas program rehearsal, 5:30)

Parents’ Night Out / HS Outing 

Sat, Dec 8, 5:00 p.m. 
Children’s Christmas Program 
& Potluck 

Sun, Dec 9, 2:00 p.m.
CDC Christmas Program

Sun, Dec 9, 3:00 p.m.
Christmas Cantata (Our Savior Lutheran Church) 

Wed, Dec 12 FDL
St. Lucia Pancake & PJ Night @ FDL

Thurs, Dec 13, 11:30 a.m.
Adult Fellowship Christmas Party

Sun, Dec 16, 10:00 a.m. 
Christmas Cantata (St. Mark’s)

(only 1 service this sunday)

Sun, Dec 23, 10:00 a.m.
Lessons & Carols Service 

(only 1 service this sunday, no sunday school) 

Mon, Dec 24, 4:00, 6:00, 8:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Worship


