
October 20-21, 2018  

Staff Contact Information 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor Patricia Geiseman                                   Ext.  101   pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 
Pastor Patrick Fish                                              Ext.  102   pfish@stmarksaurora.net 
 
 

Ministry Staff 
Kristin Young                                                       Ext. 103   kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 
  Director of Worship & the Arts 
Sue Hilderbrand                                                   Ext. 108   shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 
  Director of Bell Choirs 
Kari Reiseck                                                        Ext. 104   kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 
  Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
 
 

Support Staff 
Deb Arcilla                                                           Ext. 100   darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 
  Office Manager 
John Themanson                                                Ext. 105   jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 
  Finance Administrator 
Al Lettow                                     Ext. 106   facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net  
  Facility Manager 
Terese Ruppel                                             630-466-1036  ter60554@gmail.com  
  Nursery Coordinator 
Marcia Broucek                                                   Ext. 107   news@stmarksaurora.net 
       Communications Coordinator 
 
 

Financial Secretary                             
Beth Benson Ulrich           630-234-6529   giving@stmarksaurora.net 
 
 

St. Mark’s Child Development Center 
Colette Patterson-Moon                               630-897-6063  stmarksdir@att.net  
  Director  
 
 

Council Members 
Don Friend (President), David Albers (Property), Austin Bredow (Outreach), Charlie Brummet 
(Treasurer), Jeanne Flynn (Youth and Family), Chad Gooch (Technology), Ginny Pavesich 
(Stewardship), Heather Rehg (New Members), Carol Reiseck (Stewardship), Pastor Patrick Fish,  
Pastor Patricia Geiseman  

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

God’s Work, Our Hands 
 630-897-6891 
 
StMarksAurora.net 
 
office@StMarksAurora.net 

Prayers 
 
5:00 p.m.  Brett Deiter, Carol Lippert, Kathy Pippig, Julia Taylor 
 
9:00 a.m.  Bev Anderson, Roy Bell, Jr., Howard Burns, Sara Gross, Marge Gugerty, 
Sara Johansen, Dotty Johnson, Kasie and Drew Kiesling, Gerry Lanigan, Carol Lobash, 
Bruce Nicholson, Rob Williams 
 
10:30 a.m.  Jeanne Flynn, Dennis Johnson, Bev Loeschke, Terry Mueller,  
Helen Rachford, Eleanor Rzeminski, Greg Williamson 
 
Continuing Care:  Johanna Brinkman, Richard Brinkman, Katie DeSotell, Laurie Dunn, 
Tad Dyer, Joanne Jackman, Cornelia Jones, Tom Jones, John Lange, Bruce Lindgren, 
Mason McNamara, Terry Minor, Terry Mueller, Lauren Muscat, Grant Oestriech, 
Wendy Overstreet, Joe Rangel, Fran Robinson, Sharon Ross, Bessie Sclavos, Lois Swan, 
Lorand Szekely 
 
 

We pray for comfort and peace for Chris and Jean Clementz, who mourn the death of 
Jean’s mother, Maria Tremaine. 
 
 

The memorial service for Matt Greising’s father, Walter Greising, is Saturday, October 
27 at Healy Chapel on Downer Place in Aurora at 11:00 a.m.  

 

You can make a difference 
Do you know about AmazonSmile? It has exactly 
the same stuff as Amazon.com—with a great 
bonus: When you buy through AmazonSmile, the 
Amazon foundation will automatically donate 0.5% 
of your purchase to the nonprofit/church of your 

choice. When I first started using AmazonSmile, I wondered how my little 
purchases could make a difference. But I was surprised as the donation amounts 
started accumulating. And then I thought, if more St. Mark’s members got behind 
this, the donations could really add up! Will you give it a try? Go to 
smile.amazon.com and select “St. Marks” (no apostrophe) as your “charity.” 
Make your purchases count for something greater.—Marcia Broucek 

St. Mark’s  
Lutheran Church 
Sharing Christ’s Abundant Love  
with Each Other and the World “I am the vine, you are the branches.”  John 15:5 

 

 

Away from home? 
The Care Team would like the names and addresses of all our 
young men and women in the armed forces and at college 
to include them in our card ministry.  Please send your son/
daughter's information to britt.hawkins@comcast.net 

 
 
 
 

Metro-Chicago  
Synodical Women’s Organization  
Annual Convention 
Saturday, October 27 
Hosted by St. Mark’s Church 
8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 
 
 

The much-anticipated 2018 convention of the 
Metro-Chicago Women of the ELCA is THIS 
WEEK! The one-day event is full of connections 
and inspiration, with a focus on the pressing 
issues of immigration and refugees. 
 

  SCHEDULE: 
 
 

8:30 a.m.  Registration and continental breakfast 
 

9:15 a.m.  Welcome, devotions, business meeting 
    Keynote address: Jose Garza, Executive Director,  
     Workers Defense Project 
    Report from churchwide WELCA 

 

11:30 a.m. Luncheon 
    Visit displays and vendors 

 

12:30 p.m.  Breakout sessions  
 

   AMMPARO, ELCA’s “Accompany Migrant Minors with  
 Protection, Advocacy, Representation and 
      Opportunities” 
    RefugeeOne, the largest resettlement agency in Illinois 
    inFaith Community Foundation, presenting  
      “WomenGather:  Multiplying Generosity, Making a  
      Difference” 

 

 2:30 p.m.  Closing worship 
 
 

All women of St. Mark’s are welcome to attend. Registration is $35 at the 
event, and includes continental breakfast and lunch. 
 
 

* Why the pineapple symbol? The pineapple is a sign of welcome. To the native  
   Carib people, the pineapple symbolized hospitality. Visitors learned they were 
   welcome if a pineapple was placed by the entrance to a village.  

 

Celebrating the past & the future 
 

Life at St. Mark’s is so vibrant and outward! Our 
congregation is rich in faith, in service, in love 
and care for one another. We have much to 
celebrate and give thanks for this year:  
expanding our ministry, improving our building, 
increasing involvement in congregational life 

through new fellowship opportunities, and expanding our reach as a Community 
Leader. In 2019, we will build on this momentum as we look to expand our 
community outreach, address property needs, raise Mission Support to the 
Metro-Chicago Synod, and form a musical band for contemporary worship. 
 

As we reflect on this year’s stewardship theme, “The Way of Abundance,” we 
encourage you to consider your future giving plan to St. Mark’s for 2019. 
Beginning this week, you will be receiving communication from the Stewardship 
Team with more information regarding Commitment Sundays, happening the 
weekends of November 10-11 and 17-18. 

 
 

Participants are encouraged to bring donations of 
diapers, baby wipes, toothbrushes, travel-size 
toothpaste, baby bottles, facial tissues, ibuprofen or 
tampons, which will be given to Hesed House. 

 

Our kids thank you! 
The Lower Level of St. Mark’s just keeps getting better 
and better. Thank you to everyone who contributed 
games for our new lower level Fellowship Hall. We have 
now received all of the board games we requested, plus 
a few extra! We have already had "game time" with our 
Sunday School kids and will continue to plan more 
events to utilize this space. 

* 

mailto:b.hawkins@comcast.net


We’ve been waiting for you!  
 

Our mission at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is to share Christ’s abundant 
love with each other and the world. We are called to reach out to persons 
of all ages and life situations with Christ’s own hospitality and acceptance, 
to invite you to be our companion on the spiritual journey as we discover 
together the ways that Christ is offering hope, healing, and a renewed 
sense of meaning for our lives. If you are not a member, we would love to 
talk with you about our ministry. We invite you to talk to one of our 
pastors or stop at the Welcome Center near the church entrance. May 
your worship experience here at St. Mark’s draw you closer to Christ and 
his abundant love! 

  THIS  WEEK  AT  ST .  MARK ’ S 
 

 
SUNDAY, Oct 21 
9:00a  Worship 
9:00a  Sunday School 
Coffee Project sales 
10:30a  Worship  
11:30a  Adult Study Enneagram class 

11:30a  HS Praise Team rehearsal 
 
 
 

MONDAY, Oct 22 
9:00a  Lydia’s Peacemakers & Knit Pickers 
3:00p  Food Pantry shelf stocking  
7:00p  Fox Valley Festival Chorus rehearsal 
 
 
 

TUESDAY, Oct 23 
10:00a  Adult Study Enneagram class 
1:00p   Staff meeting 
7:00p  Financial Peace University 
7:00p  Glory Ringers rehearsal 
7:30p  Bell rehearsal for Christmas ringers 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, Oct 24 
9:00a  The Bread Wrappers 
9:30a  CDC Pre-K music  
1:00p  Office volunteers 
3:30p  SACC music  
5:00p  Roaring Ringers 
5:30p  FDL 
5:30p  Joyous Praise Bells  
6:00p  Confirmation rehearsal: Pictures,  
   Practice & Pizza 
7:00p  Hope Circle 
 
 
 

THURSDAY, Oct 25 
10:30a  Adult Fellowship—Museum of   
  Aviation (10:00 at the church to car pool) 
7:00p  Lion’s Voice Choir rehearsal 
7:45p  Christmas Cantata rehearsal 
 
 
 

FRIDAY, Oct 26 
6:30p  Al-Anon 
 
 
 

SATURDAY,  Oct 27 
8:30a  “Radical Hospitality” - Metro-Chicago 
  Women of the ELCA Convention 
5:00p  Worship  
 
 
 

SUNDAY, Oct 28 
REFORMATION SUNDAY 
9:00a  Worship 
9:00a  Sunday School 
10:30a  Worship & Confirmation 
11:30a  Adult Study Enneagram class 

11:30a  HS Praise Team rehearsal 

Discipleship Announcements  

 

This week’s worship focus 
 

As we continue our journey through the Old Testament Book 
of Job, we remember that Job is a sophisticated, artistic work 
that is best read as a parable. Job is upright and faithful, and it 
looks like he has been greatly blessed as a result.  (Retribution 
is good=blessed; bad=punished.) 

 

But, then, the good and upright Job loses everything he owns, even his children. 
His friends put him on trial: “What have you done? You must have done 
something to deserve your suffering. Admit it!” Job will not be coerced. His 
integrity is probably all he feels he has left.  
 

Job wants to know where God is in all this. He wants to put God (umm … yes, 
the Creator of all) on the stand: “Tell me! What have I done? I hold fast my 
righteousness!” 
 

In our lesson the LORD, Yahweh, comes to Job not as a judge but “out of a 
whirlwind.” Yahweh does not issue an indictment, as Job expects, but 
commands him “to gird up his lions.” In the Bible, “girding ones loins” can refer 
to getting ready for battle, but it can also refer to getting ready for a difficult 
task. So, “Hah! You want answers? You think you are so right? So entitled! 
Well, put on your big boy pants!” 
 

Out of the whirlwind the LORD invites Job to see himself and his troubles in 
the scope of a wonderfully made, yet finally unfathomable, creation. (This 
speech is four chapters long!)  
 

It was probably a bumpy ride in the whirlwind. Job must have held on to his 
pants. Because, in the end, Job sees clearly that he cannot go on complaining. 
His new vision helps him see that his point of reference (he deserved better!) is 
getting him nowhere. In the end, Job is liberated to see and walk in a new way. 
He is free to trust that God will take care of what Job and others cannot know 
or do. 

 

REFLECTION: 
Like Job, we want answers. We like to be right. We hold on to our opinions, 
feelings and “righteousness.” And, like Job, we get stuck.    
 What questions do you have that feel unanswered?   
 Has complaining too much ever kept you in a dark rut? 
 Has your perspective ever been changed by letting go of the need  

to be right?  

 

Adult Fellowship 
Thursday, Oct 25, 10:30 a.m. 
Adult Fellowship group is touring the 
Air Classics Museum of Aviation 

(44W546 US Route 30, Sugar Grove - just west of the airport) 
this Thursday, and lunching at the Open Range Southwest Grill on 
Golf View Road in Sugar Grove (Bliss Creek Golf Course). Seniors 
62+, $5. To car pool, meet at the church at 10:00 a.m.  

Adult Study:  
The Road Back to You 
 

Sunday class, Oct 21, 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday class, Oct 23, 10:00 a.m.  
 
 

Read for Sunday, Oct 21:  The Heart Triad, chps 6, 7, 8  
(pgs 110-166) in the book and pgs 30-42 in the study guide. 

 

Read for Tuesday, Oct 23:  Working with Your Type, chp 12  
(pgs 226-230) in the book and pgs 57-61 in the study guide. 

 

Yes, Christmas 
festivities are 
coming! 
 

It will soon be time again for 
the annual St. Mark’s Children’s Christmas Program and 
Potluck. This year the kids will be doing a musical entitled 
Christmas Spirit: Let’s Hear It on Dec 8th at the 5:00 p.m. 
worship. All Sunday School and FDL children will have the 
opportunity to be involved, and rehearsals begin this 
week!!! 
 

We always have such delicious food and fun holiday fellowship 
at the Potluck.  But to make this work, we need a Potluck 
Coordinator. This person (or group of people) would be 
responsible for decorating the tables in Sanctuary Hall, 
coordinating the food sign-up sheets, coordinating the food 
drop off, and setting up buffet table, as well as clean up. The 
coordinator is not meant to DO all the work—simply find 
and manage the volunteers to help and keep everything 
organized and running smoothly! 
 

Please let Kari Reiseck (kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net) know if 
you are able to help with this festive, fun evening! 

November Book Club 
Check out books now at the Welcome 
Center for Book Club discussion 
 Wed, Nov 7, 6:00 p.m.  
 Thurs, Nov 8, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Not for Sale: The Return of Global Slave 
Trade—and How We Can Fight It  

 

When journalist David Batstone started writing about human 
slavery, he wasn’t prepared for the scope of the tragedy he would 
discover. Nearly everything we consume has forced labor and 
exploitation hidden somewhere inside its production. Not for Sale 
takes us deep into the realm of this epidemic and offers hope with 
stories of real-life rescues.    

 

NOTE: If anyone still has a Banana book, please return it 
to the Washington Library and call the church office (630
-897-6891) to let us know that it was returned. Thanks! 

SAVE THE DATE 
Augustana College Orchestra Concert 
Sunday, Nov 4, 3:00 p.m. 
The Augustana orchestra will present a 
wonderful afternoon of music, followed by a 
reception at St. Mark’s. Plan to come! 

New Circle name! 
The new Women’s Circle has decided on the 
name “Seekers.” We see ourselves not as 
people who have “arrived,” but as women 
who are intentionally “on the way.” 

 
New member  
orientation 
Sunday, Nov 4 and Nov 18, 
11:45 a.m. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about St. Mark’s 
ministry and mission, and what it means to be a person of 
faith today, please join us for lunch, introductions, 
presentations, and conversation. We would like to share with 
you and learn more about you. Our new member orientation 
is in two parts, and we encourage you to attend both 
meetings. Lunch will be served and child care will be 
available. Sign up at the Welcome Center or talk with one 
of the pastors.  
 

Reception of new members: Sunday, Dec 2, 9:00 a.m. 

 

Confirmation students & parents 
Confirmation rehearsal 
Wednesday, Oct 24, 6:00 p.m. 
Your presence is requested at this VERY 
important rehearsal. We’ll start with 
pictures, then practice, and wrap up with 

pizza. PLEASE REMEMBER: $35 check to cover your 
confirmation pictures. 
 

Affirmation of Baptism—Confirmation service: 
Sunday, Oct 28, 10:30 a.m. 


