
Ensuring our Foundation

Our intentional Vision work began in 2015 with 
Pastor Dave Baubert. From this effort we identified 

needs within the congregation and the wider community:

• Communicate effectively

• Strengthen relationships and build community

• Be a community leader

• Engage youth, families, and individuals in faith 
formation

In other words, we identified ways to work to bring God’s 
Shalom, well being, to people in and around St. Mark’s.

We have been making progress through efforts, such as

• Vibrant Faith, and by increasing hours for Kari 
Reisek, the Director of Youth and Family

• BeFriender’s Ministry

• McCleery School Mentoring

• Emmanuel House

The Capital Campaign has reduced our debt to almost 
$2 million, which eases the burden and enables more 
ministry.

The congregation responded with an impressive 
10.3% increase in giving through the Fall stewardship 
campaign, Ensuring our Foundation. This is something 
to celebrate and act on! The gap between what is needed 
and what is committed is still significant, but the 
opportunity before us is greater.

Now is the time to move further forward as we seek to 
call a second full-time pastor to St. Mark’s. Therefore, 
the Council recommends Pastor Patrick J. Fish to 
serve as Associate Pastor of St. Mark’s.

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

TheVineyard Press
DECEMBER 2017  
VOL 18, ISSUE 12

Pastor Fish currently serves as a solo pastor at Holy 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He 
graduated from Augustana College and Luther Seminary 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. His pastoral strengths include 
pastoral care, youth and young adult ministry, worship 
leadership/preaching, and outreach.

Pastor Fish grew up in Oswego, Illinois, and is eager to 
move back “home” and to serve in a team setting. He 
is married to Katie, and together they have two young 
daughters. 

We will meet for congregational meetings after 
each worship service on Saturday, December 2 
and Sunday, December 3. Please plan to stay for one 
of these meeting, participate, and vote!

“A congregation is a group of people who believe that 
more can be accomplished when we work together.”

—Pastor Patricia Geiseman

Sharing Christ’s Abundant Love

“I am the vine, you are the branches. “ (John 15:5)

Pastor Patrick J. Fish with his wife,  
Kathryn (Katie), and their daughters, 
Madelyn (Maddie) and Noelle (Ellie).
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1st WEEK OF ADVENT

Saturday, Dec 2—5:00 p.m.  
Sunday, Dec 3—9:00 & 10:30 a.m.  
 ADVENT I 
 First Lesson – Isaiah 64:1-9 
 Second Lesson – I Corinthians 1:3-9  
 Gospel – Mark 13:24-37

Sunday, Dec 3—9:00 a.m. 
 St. Nicholas visits Sunday School

Sunday, Dec 3—3:00 p.m. 
 Fox Valley Festival Chorus and Brass  
 Christmas Concert

Wednesday, Dec 6—5:30 p.m. 
 St. Nicholas visits during FDL

CHRISTMAS CANTATA

Saturday, Dec 16—5:00 p.m.  
Sunday, Dec 17—10:00 a.m. 
(No 9:00 a.m. service on Sunday) 
 ADVENT III 
 “The Promise of the King: 
 A Christmas Proclamation of Hope”

   Saturday, Dec 23  - NO SERVICE 
 

 CHRISTMAS EVE

Sunday, Dec 24—10:00 a.m. worship 
(No 9:00 a.m. service on Sunday) 
 ADVENT IV  
 “Lessons and Carols”  
 First Lesson – II Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 Second Lesson – Romans 16:25-27 
 Gospel – Luke 1:26-38 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
 First Lesson – Isaiah 9:2-7 
 Second Lesson – Titus 2:11-14 
 Gospel – Luke 2:1-20 
 4:00: Family Worship 
 6:00: Family  Worship 
 8:00: Traditional Worship

There wll be a children’s message at 4:00 and 
6:00.  All three services will feature choirs, 
special music, candle lighting, and communion.

NEW  YEAR’S  EVE

Saturday, Dec 30—5:00 p.m.  
Sunday, Dec 31—10:00 a.m.  
(No 9:00 a.m. service on Sunday) 
 CHRISTMAS I 
 First Lesson – Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 Second Lesson – Galatians 4:4-7 
 Gospel – Luke 2:22-40

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Saturday, Dec 9—5:00 p.m.  
 ADVENT II 
 “Get in Line for Christmas!”  
   Children & Youth Christmas Program 
 Annual Christmas Potluck

2nd WEEK OF ADVENT

Sunday, Dec 10—9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
 ADVENT II 
 First Lesson – Isaiah 40:1-11 
 Second Lesson – II Peter 
 Gospel – Mark 1:1-8

Sunday, Dec 10—2:00 p.m. 
 St. Mark’s Child Development Center  
 Christmas Program

Thursday, Dec 14—11:30 a.m. 
 Adult Fellowship Christmas Party



3

Celebrate “The Promise of a King” 
CHRISTMAS CANTATA

Saturday, December 16, 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 17, 10:00 a.m. 

Come celebrate the promise of the coming Messiah 
with us when forty voices proclaim the Christmas 
story in word and song. The Promise of a King: A 
Christmas Proclamation of Hope, is a beautiful 
cantata written by Lloyd Larson and Joseph Martin. It 
tells the story of God’s perfect promise coming to us in 
the form of a baby who would change the world, not with 
might, but with the power of love. 

As the Christmas promise is fulfilled again in the hearts 
of those who hear this ageless message of hope, the 
music ministry’s prayer is that it will renew your hope in 
a bright future with the Light and Love of Christ. 

Please join us December 16th at the 5:00 service or on 
December 17th at the 10:00 a.m. service to hear this 
beautiful work, and to hear the joyful sound of our Glory 
Ringers bell choir.  All are welcome.

Kids, music, food...a great Christmas combo 
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM & POTLUCK

December 9, 5:00 p.m.

This year the youth of St Mark’s will present Get in 
Line for Christmas! In this fun Christmas play, you’ll 
get to make a stop at the Bethlehem Corner Market to 
watch the wise men standing in line to mail their gifts 
to Jesus and pick up some chocolate stars to snack on 
while they travel, observe the angels checking out the 
latest newspaper headlines regarding an upcoming 
concert on a Bethlehem hillside, and see the shepherds 
shopping for wrapping paper for Jesus’ gift. As all of the 
people in the play gather to greet Jesus in Bethlehem, 
we’ll discover that there is no line and plenty of room for 
all of us at the manger.

 We hope you will join us to see this wonderful show that 
the kids have worked so hard to prepare for you. 

Following the program, we will hold our annual 
Christmas Potluck, which is always full of Christmas 
spirit and delicious homemade dishes! As in years past, 
the church will provide chicken and ham as main dishes.

Sign up at the Welcome Center to bring rolls, 
sides, salads, veggies, fruit, or dessert.

And don’t forget ... we always have a special holiday 
guest from the North visit us after dinner!

Come for “Carols, Cookies & The Claus” 
FOX VALLEY FESTIVAL CHORUS CONCERT

Sunday, December 3, 3:00 p.m. 

Our friends in the Fox Valley Festival Chorus and 
Brass are presenting their annual Christmas concert, 
Hallelujah! in the St. Mark’s sanctuary. The event 
includes holiday refreshments and a visit by a special 
guest from the far North. 
Adults, $15; Seniors, $10; Children 12 & under, $5 
Visit foxvalleyfc.org for more information.

Join the party and share the joy of giving 
ADULT FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS PARTY

Thursday, December 14, 11:30 a.m.

The Adult Fellowship Annual Christmas Party will take 
place at Fireside Grille (49 Sugar Ln., Sugar Grove) on 
Thursday, December 14. Arrive at 11:30 a.m. to select 
from the menu by 11:45. Meal will cost $21.75, with 
gratuity and tax included. Virgil Ostreng will provide  
the entertainment. Please bring an unwrapped  
gift for Toys for Tots.

If you would like to attend, sign up by Sunday, 
December 3 at the Welcome Center. For more 
information call Marge Gugerty at 331-262-2784. 



Share hope by ringing the bell

This Christmas season St. Mark’s members are again 
being asked to ring the bell for the Salvation Army.  
We’ve pledged to ring for 76 hours in three towns and at 
four different locations. There should be a location near 
to your home! 

 y Jewel (Aurora)
 y Woodman’s (North Aurora)
 y Walmart (Oswego)
 y Prisco’s (Aurora)   

 
Why do we ring?  Locally, the Salvation Army provides 
help through: 

 y Emergency Food Pantry 
 y Emergency Fire/Flood Victim Assistance 
 y Emergency Prescription Assistance 
 y Emergency Transportation Assistance 
 y Emergency Rental Assistance 
 y Emergency Utilities Assistance 
 y Thanksgiving Dinner for homebound  

    seniors and disabled individuals
 
Research tells us that when we do something for others, 
we actually feel better. And while we have not locally 
felt the type of disasters seen around the world, families 
in our community have faced disasters of their own.  
Ringing the bell helps assure that help is available. The 
Bible also reminds us that “whatever you do for the least 
of these, my friends, you do for me.” Sharing Christ’s 
abundant love is the goal, and our efforts matter! 

If bell ringing has been a long-time family tradition, or if 
you’re looking for an opportunity to share hope and joy 
this season, please consider ringing the bell. 

Sign up for specific times and locations at the Welcome 
Center. Let’s fill all of those 76 hours! 
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’Tis the season . . . of giving

Share the warmth!

Last collection day, Sunday, December 3

We’re finishing up our winter coat drive for the 
Warehouse Church Clothes Closet. Please take the 
time to check your closets and bring in the coats you 
no longer need. Leave them in the bin in the entryway 
of the church. Remember, coats should be clean, have 
no rips or tears, have working zippers and all buttons 
attached. On behalf of those who are dealing with the 
cold weather, a sincere thank you!

Smile . . .  and support St. Mark’s

If you shop on Amazon, did you know that you can 
support St. Mark’s by shopping on AmazonSmile 
instead?

What’s AmazonSmile? AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.
com) is a website operated by Amazon that is exactly the 
same as Amazon, except that when you shop there, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price 
of eligible purchases to St. Mark’s.

Here’s how it works: Go to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.
com) and click “select.” Search for St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church Aurora and select it as your charity. (Note: It is 
listed as “St. Marks” — without the apostrophe.) Then 
just go to smile.amazon.com rather than amazon.com 
(change your bookmark right now!) for your shopping. 
There is NO cost to St. Mark’s, so smile, shop, and 
support St. Mark’s!



Pick up an “Angel Tree” tag

Tags are available now 
Gifts due Sunday, December 10 

Deliveries made Tuesday, December 12

Each year St. Mark’s provides gifts for three different 
organizations in the Aurora area. This year we have tags 
for:

• 150 children from the Visiting Nurse Association 
(VNA)

• residents at Constitution House*

• 20 clients from The Association for Individual 
Development  (AID) 

Gifts for children at VNA should have a value of $50. 
Gift Cards for residents of Constitution House and 
AID clients should be valued at $25.

Pick up your Angel Tree tags at the Welcome Center.  
Thank you for your generous support every year.  
—Naomi Circle

* This year we learned that, due to rules of Fair Housing, 
every resident at Constitution House must have equal 
opportunity, so we can’t use specific names. Instead, 
Constitution House gifts will be part of a Christmas 
Raffle. We also learned that the top items on the needs list 
are toilet paper, tissues, napkins, and paper towels, since 
Link Cards don’t cover paper products. We will be putting 
out a box especially to collect paper goods.  St. Mark’s 
was the biggest contributor to their Christmas last year. 
Let’s make their Christmas very special.
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Help babies in need

Throughout the year we collect items for Baby Care Kits 
to be shipped each September to Lutheran World Relief. 
Especially needed are CLOTH DIAPERS, HOODED 
SWEATERS, and HOODED LIGHT JACKETS. Other 
items include:  size 6 - 24 months gowns or sleepers 
without feet, pants and tops, receiving blankets, sox, 
dark-colored hand towels, bath-size gentle soap, and 
diaper pins. The collection box is in the narthex.  If 
you have any questions, please call Jodeen Lorang, 
630-896-6281.

Deliver Meals on Wheels

Do you have two hours to donate once or twice a month, 
or more often?  The Salvation Army is in need of people 
to deliver Meals on Wheels to seniors in the North 
Aurora/Aurora area. If you would like more information, 
call Dotty Johnson 630-209-0843 or Kathy Loubsky at 
630-232-6676.

Plan now for “Feed My Starving Children”

Sunday, February 18,  2018 
3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Rec/Res Hall at North Central College

Yes, February is a ways off, but we want to be sure you 
SAVE THE DATE! We have committed to 40 people 
again this year. And there will be another car raffle! 
More information will be coming regarding signup and 
donation amount.

Have information about an upcoming event? Articles for the 

Vineyard are due by the 15th of the month, and for the weekly 

Courier, by noon each Monday. Email your article to Marcia Broucek, 

communicationcoord@stmarksaurora.net, or drop it in Marcia’s 

mailbox.



Get a free blood pressure screening

Saturday, December 16, 4:15 p.m. 
Sunday, December 17, 11:00 a.m.

Remember to take care of yourself during what may 
well be the busiest season of the year! Take advantage of 
this free blood pressure screening offered by our Faith 
Community Nurse, Jean Clementz. 

’Tis the season . . . (sometimes) of stress!   
Some ways to nurture yourself physically and spiritually

Join the Advent Walk to Bethlehem

As we wait for the birth of the infant Jesus, we  can 
prepare our minds, bodies, and spirits for this holy time 
by collectively “walking” the miles to Bethlehem. Both 
physical and spiritual activies can count as a “mile.” 

• 1 mile = 20 minutes of any physical activity 
(including physical therapy appointments, PE class, 
swimming, spinning, walking, chair aerobics, yard 
work, etc.).

• 1 mile = 30 minutes spent in prayer/worship, Bible 
study, volunteering/community service, etc.  

Stop by the Welcome Center and pick up the “Walking 
to Bethlehem Devotional” with reflections and questions 
to help prepare spiritually. The questions can also make 
for interesting mealtime discussions, which can count as 
“spiritual miles.”

Keep track of your “miles” during the week and log 
in your weekly total on the clipboard by the Welcome 
Center. Each week, we’ll put an update in The Courier 
on our collective progress so you can see how far we’ve 
traveled!

If you’re feeling sorrow, stressed, or blue . . . 
“Coping with the Holidays and Beyond”

Tuesday, December 12, 10:00am 
in the Community Room

All are welcome to come to this special presentation 
facilitated by Dr. Beth Plachetka.

Dr. Beth Plachetka, MSW, LCSW, EdD, brings a unique 
blend of professional experiences to her many years of 
work as a therapist, teacher, and school social worker, as 
well as a spiritual perspective to her practice.

We encourage you to set aside the time for this helpful 
presentation. Please sign up at the Welcome Center.

Set aside some quality family time

Wednesday Worship, December 13, 7:30 p.m.

In the midst of holiday activities, the once-a-month 
Wednesday Worship is a chance to join with your childen 
for a special service, led this month by our 6th graders 
on the the theme of “Word Alone.” Bring your family 
members and friends to support your kids in this unique 
service.

Take a moment of silence

How silently
how silently

the wondrous gift is given.

I would be silent now, O God,
and expectant . . .

that I may receive the gift I need
 so I may become

  the gifts others need.

An Advent Prayer by Ted Loder
from Guerrillas of Grace
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Can you help clear sidewalks?

We need your help to clear snow from the 
parking lot sidewalks on the weekends. 
Our paid maintenance staff does not work 

on the weekends, and our contracted snow removal company 
does not do the walks. We have shovels and snowblowers 
available, along with a salt spreader. The sidewalks need to be 
cleared before the Saturday and Sunday services. Please sign 
up at the Welcome Center or contact Al Lettow at the church.

Parking lot turnaround

The school district is permanently 
closing the west end of the church 
parking lot, so the only entrance and 
exit to the lot are now via Edgelawn.  
Please follow the yellow arrow at the  
west end of the lot to make a turnaround  
back to Edgelawn to exit.

Soon St. Mark’s will hopefully be receiving the 
second full-time Pastor that is so important at this 

time in the life of the congregation. Thank you to the 
many who have seen the importance of the financial 
support that is necessary for the mission and ministry 
of St. Mark’s to be strong and faithful. 

Thank you to the people of St. Mark’s for the 
relationships that have been meaningful for Evelyn 
and me over these past 2-plus years. We are grateful 
for the kindnesses expressed and for your ongoing 
commitment to and for the life of St. Mark’s.

As someone who has served in variety of parishes and 
in several Interim positions over these past years (I am 
now retiring for the fifth time!), I would like to share 
five things that you can do to help welcome your new 
Pastor. 

•	 Invite your new Pastor to “things.” 
This one may sound simple, but when you are 
the new kid on the block, you often don’t know 
the culture that you are dealing with. Just being 
invited out for lunch or to meet someone for 
breakfast is important in getting to know people 
and starting to develop relationships that will not 
only help in ministry but also help the Pastor feel 
accepted in the congregation and community.

•	 Pray for your new Pastor, and let him know 
you are praying. 
There is something so reassuring about knowing 
that other people are praying for you. It is 
encouraging to know that there is a spiritual 
maturity in this congregation. And it is nice to 
know that these people care and love you enough 
to pray to God for you. 
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•	 Love him and his family. 
Your new Pastor has little ones, and he and his 
wife have a primary responsibility to care for their 
family. Recognize this, and get to know all of the 
family members—not just the Pastor. Pay attention 
to ways that you might make their entrance into  
this new family of faith easier for all of them. If you 
have ever moved, you know how important this is.

•	 Don’t make comparisons. 
Even if you are saying things in a positive way, it 
is not good to be comparing one Pastor to another. 
Each Pastor brings their own set of gifts, abilities, 
and talents that God has given them to this job of 
shepherding the congregation. Embrace that and 
don’t compare them outwardly, as it can bring in 
some unhealthy expectations. 

•	 Tell your new Pastor your name—and often!  
This is especially important in a congregation that 
has three distinct worshipping communities. Your 
new Pastor wants to be able to remember your 
name, but joining a church with a lot of people is 
difficult, especially in the first few months. 

I have served here at St. Mark’s for these past 2 ¼ 
years. I have grown to greatly appreciate this 
congregation and have felt your love and acceptance of 
me. I hope and pray that you will share that same love 
and acceptance for your new Pastor. 

God’s blessings on all of you and on the mission and 
ministry you share. 

With gratitude for our life together, 
Pastor Olson 

A word of farewell . . . and thanks
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Gather and share your family health history 

If your family is gathering this holiday season, it’s a 
great opportunity to take time to talk with them about 

their health histories. Having a family health history of 
a disease doesn’t mean that you will definitely get it, but 
collecting your family health history is an important first 
step.

Has your mother or sister had breast cancer? Does 
your mother, father, sister, or brother have diabetes or 
colorectal (colon) cancer? If the answer is “yes,” you are 
at a higher risk to get the same disease(s) and should 
consider earlier screening. 

Asking for health information might not be easy if your 
family members are not used to talking about their 
diseases. Some might be reluctant to talk. But starting 
the conversation is important. Remember, you’re asking 
for your own health and for the health of everyone in 
your family.

How to collect your family health history

• Talk to your family. Write down the names of your 
close relatives from both sides of the family: parents, 
siblings, grandparents, aunts, uncles, nieces, and 
nephews. 

• Ask questions. They might include:

• Do you have any chronic diseases, such as heart 
disease or diabetes, or health conditions, such as 
high blood pressure or high cholesterol?

• Have you had any other serious diseases, such as 
cancer or stroke? What type of cancer?

• How old were you when each of these diseases 
or health conditions was diagnosed? (If your 
relative doesn’t remember the exact age, 
knowing the approximate age is still useful.)

“For wisdom will enter your heart,  
knowledge will please your soul,   
Discretion will watch over you,  
understanding will guard you.”  

Proverbs 2:10,11

• What is your family’s ancestry? From what 
countries or regions did your ancestors come to 
the United States?

• What were the causes and ages of death for 
relatives who have died?

Record the information and update it whenever you 
learn new family health history information. 

Additional steps

To find out about your risk for chronic diseases, visit: 
cdc.gov/chronicdisease/overview/index.htm

Share your family health history information with your 
doctor and other family members. If you are concerned 
about diseases that are common in your family, talk 
with your doctor at your next visit. Family health history 
information, even if incomplete, can help your doctor 
decide which screening tests you need and when those 
tests should start.

If you have a medical condition, such as cancer, heart 
disease, or diabetes, be sure to let your family members 
know about your diagnosis, as well as results from any 
genetic testing done. Everyone can benefit from knowing 
family health history information.

—Jean Clementz, RN
Presence Mercy Hospital Medical Center 
Faith Community Nurse at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

If I can be of assistance to you or someone you know, 
please contact me, 630-897-6891, X-23, or jean.clementz@
presencehealth.org
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An update and an invitation 
from Knit Pickers

In late October, Knitpickers delivered 200 hats, 44 
scarves, 48 pairs of gloves/mittens, and 60 baby 
hats. Half went to Hesed House and the other half to 
Communities in Schools. This is almost double the 
contributions from when Knit Pickers started five years 
ago. Of course, this ministry would not be possible 
without the continued donations from the great people 
at St. Mark’s, who give yarn and gently used winter 
items. Many people have benefitted from the generosity 
of the church.

Also, a big thank you to the people of Knit Pickers and 
Lydia’s Piecemakers, who give of their time and talent.

Knit Pickers meet in the church basement, with the 
Lydia’s Piecemakers, on the fourth Monday of the 
month and the following Monday. We knit, crochet, 
loom and sew, laugh and talk. All are invited. We are 
the hands and feet of God.

Donations are gratefully accepted throughout the year. 
Please place yarn and clothing items in the marked 
basket by the front door of the narthex.

A flood of thanks!

A “down on the farm” report 
from Foods Resource Bank

In October at the Stacy Dolder Farm in Somonauk, 
the Fall Harvest Festival was in full swing, despite the 
rainy weather. Farmers from Somonauk, Earlville, 
and Ottawa growing projects, plus a large group from 
many supporting churches, attended. The feeling of 
doing something worthwhile filled the space, and voices 
were raised praising God and giving thanks for what 
has been accomplished through FRB and this work of 
fighting hunger in the world. Approximately 300 people 
were fed at lunchtime--not fishes and loaves, but BBQ 
sandwiches, chips, and cookies. The famous pie auction 
in the afternoon raised another $8,765 !

Learn more about FRB and how it is changing the 
world at foodsresourcebank.org and consider attending 
the next harvest Festival to see what FRB is all about.

The Knit Pickers
c/o St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
27 Sourth Edgelawn Drive
Aurora, Illinois 60506

Dear Ladies,

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your wonderful donation of three large bags of hand-knit 
hats and scarves. The items will be used along with the 
Coats-for-Kids program here in Aurora where 2,000 
Aurora public school children are able to keep warm 
because of your support.

CSI is grateful for the opportunity to give back to the 
community by helping local students get a head start 
for the school year, but we could not do it without your 
help. Your efforts help us to continue our mission of 
surrounding students with a community of support, 
empowering them to stay in school and achieve in life.

There is no way to fully express our gratitude for your 
loyalty. We are continually inspired by the dedication 
and generosity of people like you who answer the call to 
step up and take action by becoming a local donor and 
supporting local children.

We look forward to future endeavors with you.

Sincerely,

Theresa Shoemaker
Executive Director



St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
27 S Edgelawn Dr 
Aurora, IL 60506-4301

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your generous gift to Lutheran World 
Relief’s Quilt & Kit Shipping Fund! Your donation 
ensures that LWR quilts and kits get ino the hands of 
people who need them most.

A shipment of quilts, school kits, personal care kits, 
baby care kits, and fabric kits traveled to Peru. LWR 
staff and our partner, CARITAS, distributed the quilts 
and kits to 30,600 women, men, and children all across 
the country. Mountain-dwelling families especially 
welcomed the warmth of quilts as winter temperatures 
began to set in.

The blessing of your gift doesn’t end there! In our long-
term projects in Peru, students receive personal care kits 
that help their families learn better hygiene, which also 
helps strengthen their dairy and cheese livelihoods.

To learn more about how your gift makes a difference, 
and specifically about this community in Peru, watch 
our brand new Quilt & Kit video at lwr.org/videos/
quilt-kit-pipeline. 

On behalf of LWR, our partners, and those we serve 
together, please accept my heartfelt thanks for your gift 
and all that it will do.

Warm regards,

Daniel V. Speckhard 
President and CEO

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
27 S Edgelawn Dr 
Aurora, IL 60506

Dear St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,

Thank you for donating $500.00 to Feed My Starving 
Children at the Naperville Feed the Need! event. Your 
gift has provided 2,272 nutritious meals to those who are 
desperate for food. Thank you for handing hope to them 
in Jesus’ name.

The food funded through your donation provides a 
critical foundation for a child. It is the first step toward 
a hope-filled life for them and their families. They rely 
on you to provide MannaPack™ meals so they can focus 
on becoming self-reliant. From the bottom of my heart, 
thank you for hearing their cries and being a beacon of 
hope to God’s kids.

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he 
who promised is faithful.”—Hebrews 10:34

Until all are fed,

Mark Crea 
Executive Director/CEO 
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Concerned about 
DACA?

When St. Mark’s Book Club members read 
Dreamers: An Immigrant Generation’s Fight 
for Their American Dreams, they felt it was 
important to take action. They are forming a group 
representing St. Mark’s Outreach Committee to join 
the Aurora’s DACA March and Rally: Dec 5, 
Jan 5, Feb 5, and March 5. If you would like to 
join them, meet at Water Street Mall, 24 E Downer 
Place at 5:00 p.m. Other groups partcipating 
include Aurora Indivisible, The Aurora Huddle, The 
Women’s March Aurora Huddle, and People Power. 
If you’re interested, sign up at the Welcome Center. 
For more information, call Marge Gugerty at 331-
262-2784 or email marge.guerty@gmail.com.

Want to support 
women farmers?

The “Proud Mama” coffee blend lifts 
up women farmers who are becoming 

leaders. In response to popular demand, we are 
bringing Proud Mama back in a 14-ounce can ($7.50). 
You may purchase it in the narthex after worship 
Saturday, Dec 2, and on Sundays Dec 3 and 17.



Vacation, out of town, forgot your envelope? These are all things that 
happen that sometimes prevent us from meeting our intentions to share 

our abundance to do the work of the Lord. One option that you may want to 
consider is electronic giving.  

When you sign up for electronic giving, the amount you wish to commit to 
the work of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is automatically withdrawn from 
your checking/savings account on either a weekly or monthly basis. The 
amount you designate for electronic giving can either be your full pledge or 
only a part of your pledge. If you sign up for the weekly option, the amount 
you designate will be withdrawn every Thursday. If you sign up for the 
monthly option, the amount will be withdrawn on the first Thursday of the 
month.

Even if you have turned in your 2018 commitment card without indicating 
electronic giving,  you can still start it anytime during the year

If you would like to consider electronic giving or have questions on this, feel 
free to contact me at 630-235-6510 or jerickson@stmarksaurora.net.

—Jim Erickson, Financial Secretary

Electronic giving at St. Mark’s

As you reflect on your commitment to the 2018 
General Fund, your end-of-2017 financial planning, 

and your planning for 2017 taxes, one option you may 
want to consider is a direct gift of stock to St. Mark’s.   
With the stock market close to an all-time high, you 
could consider making a direct gift of appreciated stock 
or mutual funds. This can create a win-win situation for 
both you and St. Mark’s. You will receive a charitable 
income tax deduction for the full fair market value of 
the stock or mutual fund and potentially reduce or 
eliminate any capital gains on that appreciated stock.  
In order to take advantage of this, you have to donate 
the stock directly to the church without selling it. The 
congregation then sells the stock to turn the donation 
into cash. St. Mark’s does have a process in place to 
handle such gifts. If you are interested in initiating 
such a gift, please contact the Financial Secretary, 
Jim Erickson, at jerickson@stmarksaurora.net or 
630-235-6510.

If you are 70 ½ or older and have an IRA account, 
another option is to initiate a QCD—Qualified Charitable 
Donation—from your IRA. With a QCD, the custodian 
of your IRA would initiate a direct transfer of your 

Gifts of stock or IRA Qualified 
Charitable Donations to St. Mark’s

contribution from your IRA account to St. Mark’s via 
a check made out to the congregation from the IRA 
custodian. By doing this, the QCD amount would not be 
included in your AGI (Adjusted Gross Income), which 
can have some benefits for you. QCDs also can be used 
to satisfy RMDs (required minimum distributions) from 
your IRA. Your IRA custodian should be able to assist 
you with this if you are interested. Be aware that QCDs 
have a different tax implication than a regular donation, 
so make sure you check with your tax advisor. Again, 
please let the financial secretary know you are doing this 
so it can be accounted for correctly.

Finally, if you wish to “pre-pay” your 2018 pledge in 2017 
for tax purposes, that can be handled. You will receive 
donation credit in 2017 from a tax perspective, but it will 
be applied to the general fund 2018 income. Please make 
sure you clearly mark your envelope with a note, if that is 
your intent.

You should always consult with your financial and/or tax 
advisor before actually making such gifts to ensure that it 
meets your situation.
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Capital Campaign update

Great progress is being made on reducing the debt load 
and increasing the ministries and mission of St. Mark’s. 
Soon celebrations can take place as the debt load is 
reduced to under $2M!

Since 2015, close to $500,000 of the debt has been 
reduced. As of November 15, 2017, the mortgage balance 
is at $2,019,591.64. With strong year-end giving and 
dedicated support from the congregation, the number 
will soon be under $2M! That will be a powerful 
statement of faithful giving and commitment. This also 
is very helpful as negotiations are in process on re-
financing the debt. These negotiations will hopefully be 
completed by the end of this year.

As you can see from the graph illustrating the decrease 
over these past years, progress is being made! Thanks be 
to God for the faithfulness of the congregation.

Thrivent Choice

Eligible Thrivent 
Financial members 
can use the Thrivent 
Choice grant program 
to direct their “Choice 
Dollars” to St. Mark’s or 
to another participating 
nonprofit organization or 
congregation.

Last month, Thrivent 
deposited $1,005.00 in our 
account, thanks to Alvin 
Bergh, Phoebe Bergh, Caryl 
Farnum, Carol Jensen, Jens 
Jensen, Susan Manning, 
and Sheryl Murphy. 

These gifts help St. Mark’s 
in its ministries. Thank you 
for directing your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars here!

Monthly Budget Recap for October 2017

Monthly Information

Monthly Budget Goal      $  71,480.67

Monthly Offering Information
 Envelopes – General Fund         $    69,143.26 
 Miscellaneous (Primarily Child Care Center) $        230.00 
 Other (loose, Sunday School, interest  $        731.50 
Total General Fund Income      $  70,104.76 
Monthly Shortfall/Surplus     $   (1,375.91)

Summary Information as of 10/31/2017
Annual Budget       $ 857,768.00
Percent of Year Completed                            83.0%
Offerings/Commitments received Year to Date   $  642,939.44
Actual Expenses Year to Date     $  701,428.95
Actual Expense Shortfall/Surplus Year to Date     $  (58,489.51)
Budget Shortfall/Surplus Year to Date    $  (71,867.23)

Share and Secure Capital Campaign
Additional principal payments to Mortgage from 2016 Gifts   $  90,000.00
Additional principal payments to Mortgage from 2017 Year to Date $ 175,613.57

Mortgage Balance as of 10/31/2017
Balance Due on Church (not including CDC)   $2,019,591,64
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Pastoral Acts

Baptisms 
Kamden Edward Glock, November 25, 2017 
Hunter Alexander Rakowski, November 12, 2017

Memorial Service 
Judy Minor, November 4, 2017 
Betty Miller, November 22, 2017

Pastor Patricia Geiseman
Pastor

Ext 15 
pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net

Kristin Young 
Director of Worship & the Arts

Ext 16 
kyoung@stmarksaurora.net

Kari Reiseck 
Director of Youth & Family Ministry

Ext. 22 
kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net

Sue Hilderbrand 
Director of Bell Choir

Ext. 24 
shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net

Marcia Broucek 
Communications Coordinator

Ext. 27 
communicationcoord@stmarksaurora.net

Deb Arcilla 
Office Manager

Ext. 10 
darcilla@stmarksaurora.net

John Themanson 
Finance Administrator

Ext. 19 
jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net

Al Lettow 
Facility Manager

Ext 12 
facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net

Jean Clementz 
Faith Community Nurse

Ext. 23 
jean.clementz@presencehealth.org

Jim Erickson 
Financial Secretary

630-235-6510 
jerickson@stmarksaurora.net

Colette Patterson-Moon 
Director, Child Development Center

630-897-6063 
stmarksdir@att.net

Terese Ruppel 
Nursery Coordinator

630-466-1036 
ter60554@gmail.com

Council membersSt. Mark’s staff (phone is 630-897-6891, unless indicated otherwise)

Don Friend 
Council President

630-892-6616 
donaldfmd@yahoo.com

Preston Runyan 
Treasurer

630-466-7831 
blkcr1957@yahoo.com

Rick Jansen 
Property

630-253-3800 
sigmolding@yahoo.com

Jeanne Flynn 
Member

630-896-6312 
flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net

Julie Simpson 
Member

630-212-6413 
djsimp480@hotmail.com

Lindsay Meyer 
Member

630-207-2668 
lindsay.meyer84@gmail.com

Heather Rehg 
Member

630-801-4121 
rehg@comcast.net

Carol Reiseck 
Member

630-554-4255 
carol.reiseck@cuchicago.edu

Pastor Pat Geiseman Ext. 15 
pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net

Council highlights

November 12, 2017

Financials - So far, November giving is up. The Child 
Development Center gave a check to the church that will 
be applied toward what was borrowed from the Capital 
Campaign.

Good news on the preliminary report of the appraisals 
for both the church properties as well as the Child 
Development Center property, with the appraisals 
being similar to five years ago. We should see a 
$22,000 - $28,000 savings in 2018 from refinancing the              
mortgage at the end of this year.

The council voted to proceed with the recommendation 
to the congregation to call Pastor Patrick J. Fish.

The council also voted to share with the congregation 
that we may need to utilize the Hanson fund and/or 
the Community Outreach fund, at the discretion of the 
Executive Board, to support the compensation of the 
second pastor.

It was noted by the council and pastors of the great 
achievement by the congregation of increasing pledges 
for 2018 by 10.3 %.
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Reception of new members will be on Sunday, 
December 3 at the 9:00 a.m. service.

Pastor Paul Olson gave his final report as Interim 
Pastor at St. Mark’s. He thanked Pastor Geiseman, staff, 
council present and past, and the congregation for their 
support during his ministry here at St. Mark’s.

A motion was made by the church council to thank 
Pastor Olson for his guidance, leadership, and 
contribution to all of us at St. Mark’s.

Thank you from the church council to Lydia’s 
Piecemakers and Knit Pickers for donating 10% from 
their fall luncheon fundraiser to the church.



December 2 & 3 Saturday, 5:00pm Sunday, 9:00am Sunday, 10:30am 

Acolytes Syda Shadle, Elena Gooch Cara Davenport David & Amanda Simpson 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson TBA  

A/V Desk Kasey Minard Scott Thompson Jill Fox 

Altar Care Don Bryant Team A Team A 

Bread Baker Matt Greising Matt Greising Matt Greising 

Hospitality Team Shell & Lynida Tomlin, Kathy Walz Team A - Mark Perry Team A - Deb Steinheimer 

Reader Bob Johnson Team A Team A 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team A Team A 

December 9 & 10    

Acolytes Darragh Creneney Maddie Drafall,  TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson TBA - 

A/V Desk Kathy Walz Fred Krueger Fred Krueger 

Altar Care Erik Egeland Team B Team B 

Bread Baker Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski 

Hospitality Team Kasey M, Matt H., Steve K. Team B—Bruce Wood Team B - Youth Group 

Reader Erik Egeland Team B Team B 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team B Team B 

December 16 & 17  10:00 a.m. No 10:30 a.m. Service 

Acolytes Catie Bailey Shaelin Dunn, Brady Reiseck  

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson TBA  

A/V Desk Kasey Minard Melvin Smith  

Altar Care Sheila Johnson Team C   

Bread Baker Susan Manning Susan Manning  

Hospitality Team Jens Jensen, Jim & Clare Toynton Team C—Thorsen & Olp  

Reader Clare Toynton Team C  

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team C  

December  24                                No service on December 23 10:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m., 6 p.m., 8 p.m. 

Acolytes  TBA  

Adult Worship Assistants  TBA Please let your team leader 

A/V Desk  Mark Hipp or Melvin Smith know 

Altar Care  Team D If you can serve for one  

Bread Baker  Jens Jensen/Pam Krasinski of the Christmas Eve Worship 

Hospitality Team  Team D - Thorsen & 10:30 Team D Services 

Reader  Team D  

Welcome Center Hosts  Team D  

Acolytes TBA TBA  

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson TBA  

A/V Desk Nancy Clark Fred Krueger  

Altar Care Kasey Minard Team A   

Bread Baker Matt Greising Matt Greising  

Hospitality Team Kathy W., Shell/Lynida T., Kasey M. Team A - Perry & Steinheimer  

Reader Kathy Walz  Team A  

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team  A  

December 30 & 31                                                                                                   10:00a.m.                                   No 10:30 a.m. Service 
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Address Service Requested

Don’t miss these!

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
27 South Edgelawn Drive
Aurora, IL 60506

Phone:     630-897-6891
Fax:     630-897-4842
Web:     stmarksaurora.net
Facebook: facebook.com/stmarksaurora

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Aurora, Illinois
Permit No. 32

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church  
is a member congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Saturday, Dec 2 
Sunday, Dec 3

Congregational 
meeting after each 

worship service 
to vote on calling 

Pastor Patrick Fish 
to serve as Associate 
Pastor of St. Mark’s 

(see pg 1)

 
Saturday, Dec 9

“Get in Line for 
Bethlehem”

Children & Youth 
Christmas Program 

& Potluck

Sign up to bring a 
shared dish. 

(see pg 3)

Saturday, Dec 16 
Sunday, Dec 17

“The Promise 
of a King:   

A Christmas 
Proclamation  

of Hope”

Christmas 
Cantata 
(see pg 3)

Sunday, Dec 24 
CHRISTMAS EVE

10:00–Lessons & Carols 

4:00–Family Worship 
6:00–Family Worship 

8:00–Traditional Worship 
All 3 services feature 
choirs, special music, 
candle lighting, and 

communion. 
(see pg 2)


