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Fall update...

Autumn is here
Autumn has come and the weather is changing. For me that means cold
buildings, less sun and more rain. It is always a weird moment when you step
outside only to realise it is warmer outside than in inside. This year I will be
spending Christmas in the Middle East. Currently, I need to leave the country
as my visa will expire at the end of November. I am planning a trip to Dubai to
visit some friends and connect with others doing similar work there. It will be a
great opportunity to connect, see how God is leading them and how we can
help one another. During that time, Melinda and I have been asked to help
them consider how to grow their bible ministry in the region. We are planning
our trip for 2-7 December. Please pray for us as there are so many restrictions,
tests, etc... with traveling right now. Please also pray we do not get sick on the
road or bring it into our communities.



Bible Training
Melinda and I are still planning to run a Bible course in March-June 2021. Our
prayer is to be able to run the full 12-week course bi-lingual. So far we have
only been able to run 3 week seminars fully bi-lingual. We currently have 3
Arabic speakers wanting to take the 12 week course, but we are in desperate
need for Arabic speaking staff and translators. I have shared before that the
struggle is not really in the interest of the local people for Bible training. The
struggle is more in the area of language. This year, during the quarantine, we
worked with a translator to get all our school documents bi-lingual so we can
run the full course. Please pray for translators to help run the full course and
train up Arabic speaking staff and leaders for multiplication. Please pray with us
to see all this come together for March as things are still very unpredictable
when planning for courses.



Arabic Studies
In September, I officially started going to Arabic classes. I was learning simple
words, numbers and such with my team earlier in the year, but we all felt to take
a few months to pursue getting the foundations for the language. It has been
really fun for me and I have really enjoyed learning. I have always had a dream
to speak many languages. We are now in our 9th out of 10 weeks we signed up
to complete. I have learned so much! I will be continuing to try to use what I
have learned, learn more and practice. As things are getting busy, I cannot put
aside the 16-20 hours a week just for study and classes that I have been. I
have felt like I have been barely keeping up as I really need to put more time
into it.

Setting up a living space
In my previous update I talked about setting up an apartment. Thank you for your prayers
and generosity! Some people wrote desiring to contribute to setting up a home. I was so
touched by this. I'm again surprised by the feelings that come with having 'a space'. This
can mean so many different things for different people. I've come to discover my desire to
be in a space I have helped create. It's a funny thing. I have stayed in many places, many
beautiful places along the way, but being in a space that I helped put together is so
different. Maybe its even just not having to be concerned about accidentally breaking
someone else's things. There is just a different sense of freedom in living among one's own
belongings that brings a sense of peace and stability. I am grateful to have this feeling
though it may only be for a short time. I am still unclear what the long term holds. I am
living open to whatever He may say and living fully present, giving what I can where I am.
Melinda and I just finished our final painting of the doors and door frames yesterday. I'm so
grateful and looking forward to enjoying our work. I will try to send some pictures next
month after we put some decorations up.

Thanks again friends for all your prayers and support. I realise this year has been a year of
changes, unexpected events and full of unknowns. I am praying you are finding all the
small gifts on the journey to abide with a grateful heart. This has been my meditation again
and again. I have so many things that I am grateful for in the midst of all the changes and
unexpected. I've been able to see how God has provided even before this pandemic with
things such as technology platforms to keep in touch with people. I have also had so many
opportunities to practice being the person I have asked Him to help me to become. It has



not been a comfortable year by any means, but I believe a fruitful one that I will see the
fruit of in years to come.

With love and gratitude,
Anna
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