
 
   Hanna & Caitlin; 2018 Summer Interns at Mason Joseph Company, Inc. 

    It’s no secret that an internship during your college years can have a major impact as you establish 

your future career goals! Employers consistently point to the internship experience as a primary factor 

of consideration when hiring new university graduates for full-time positions.  As an intern, you get 

behind-the-scenes insight on the industry of your choice; taking a leap beyond what you’d learn in any 

article or classroom lecture. The Mason Joseph Company 2018 summer interns learned this truth first-

hand! Hanna Brooks (a Finance major) and Caitlin Edwards (an Agricultural Economics Finance/Real 

Estate major), both students at Texas A&M University at College station, condensed their summer 

experience by describing 3 primary benefits they gained from their Multifamily Finance Internship at 

Mason Joseph Company. 

 

1.) Learn the language of Finance

     If the Real Estate and Finance industries have their own language and jargon, the Multifamily Finance 

industry has a dialect all its own! Hanna describes this complexity as one of the biggest challenges of her 

internship with MJC; “The complexities of the nature of the FHA [mortgage] insurance process 

challenged me. The team at MJC knew this full well and has created a comprehensive training program. 

My first two weeks in the office were spent with different people explaining each stage of the loan 

process… my questions were welcomed throughout the internship.”   

     Both interns expressed the satisfaction that comes with realizing how much your knowledge has 

expanded. “Going into this internship, I had minimal knowledge of the Federal Housing Administration 



loan programs”, Caitlin reflected, “With the help of team trainings, I now understand the difference 

between FHA loan programs regarding their specific features offered.”  Hanna also noted how her 

proficiency in the Multifamily Finance world had developed over the summer; “I loved reading local 

newspapers and thoroughly enjoyed assisting in market research for potential projects. Overall, I have a 

more comprehensive understanding of each party involved in loan closings, and the role of a MAP lender 

in the process.”   

2.) Receive professional feedback 

 

     As students in college, both Hanna and Caitlin have been regularly evaluated on papers, projects, and 

exams; but through their internship with MJC, they had the opportunity to receive constructive 

feedback from professionals who are actively working in the field.  

     Caitlin saw the value in receiving professional feedback early on in her internship selection process; 

“At the time I began applying for an internship, I knew I wanted to work with a company that I would be 

able to work directly with each employee, and prove to them that I was there to work hard and make 

them proud. By working with MJC, I received the opportunity to expand my knowledge on the industry, 

as well as the opportunity to build relationships and grow a diverse network.”  Hanna was also excited to 

take hold of the opportunity to glean real-life feedback and experience. “This isn’t a ‘step and fetch it’ 

job,” she describes, “you are entrusted with real projects. Your work matters!”   Looking back on her 

internship, she stated confidently - “I understand the reasons to pursue an FHA insured loan and the 

missional approach HUD takes to housing.”  

 

3.) Cultivate Connections 

     When asked about the most important lesson learned throughout her internship, Hanna replied- 

“People matter… With the foundation of valuing others, the culture is one of hard work, encouragement, 

and mutual respect. I learned not to settle for anything less.”   She went on to describe the intentionality 

and professionalism she experienced, as well as “the everyday occurrences… such as everyone poking 

their head in the office saying ‘Good morning’ as they came in. Surprise Chick-fil-a for a Friday training 

and ice cream runs in the middle of the day make for good memories too!” Caitlin also elaborated on the 

most prominent lesson she learned during her internship; “Always maintain great business ethics. MJC is 

a company that values their clients and maintains immense loyalty to them. They represent how success 

in a career is earned through hard work, respecting others, and having relationships built on trust. The 

values this company holds are a few to admire, and I intend to put [these] into practice throughout my 

career.” 

 

Ask an Intern: What advice do you have for future summer interns? 

 

Hanna: “Walk in every day with a smile! Talk to everybody. Everyone has a lot to teach you! Walk around 

and get to know them. Ask questions, and lots of ‘em! The process can be confusing at first-- don’t be 

afraid to ask for clarification.  Savor your time; Your internship will be over before you know it.” 



Caitlin: “The MJC team will continuously guide you through each given task, as their goal is to help you 

learn about multifamily finance. Also, do not be afraid to ask questions, it will give you the opportunity to 

understand a concept better and build your relationship with that employee. You will be provided with a 

variety of possibilities to expand your knowledge and work on your hard skills and soft skills, do not pass 

up these opportunities! Most importantly, be respectful, honest, and eager to accomplish the work you 

are given, as the company already greatly respects and values you.” 

      ~ 

Mason Joseph Company, Inc. is a Multifamily Accelerated Processing (MAP) approved FHA Lender with 

offices in San Antonio, Fort Worth, and Oklahoma City; providing construction, substantial 

rehabilitation, acquisition, refinance, and bridge financing for multifamily and senior housing 

communities nationwide. For more information about MJC, or to learn about future internship 

opportunities, please visit www.masonjosephco.com.  To apply for an internship with MJC, please send 

your resume and cover letter to mjc@masonjosephco.com.  
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