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“The Holy Spirit” 

Text:  Galatians 5:25;  John 6:63 

“ We get our new life from the Spirit, so we should follow 
the Spirit.” (Galatians 5:25) 

“ It is the Spirit that gives life.”  (John 6:63)  

________________________________________________ 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 

• Islam - Gabriel, who is an angel of God. 
• Christian Scientist - The Holy Ghost is synonymous 

  with divine Science. This Science is vital —  
  a living power. It operates universally, without 
  boundaries. It unfolds the healing power of  
  true Christianity. 

• Jehovah’s Witnesses - God’s power in action, his  
  active force. God sends out his spirit by   
  projecting his energy to any place to   
  accomplish his will. 

• Mormons - a spirit man, a spirit son of God   
 the Father. 

• Baha’is - the source of power of the prophets and 
  messengers of God.  The Holy Spirit is the  
  ultimate revealer of truth and certainty, the 
  force that powers the progressive nature of the 



  revelations of God. That means every prophet 
  or manifestation of God starts a fresh cycle of 
  revelation. 

• Judaism - the divine aspect of prophecy and  
  wisdom. It also refers to the divine force,  
  quality, and influence of the Most High God, 
  over the universe or over his creatures, in given 
  contexts. 

• Unitarians - God is one personality, the Father. The 
  Son and Holy Spirit are subordinate beings.  
  Unitarian believe that Jesus was inspired by 
  God in his moral teachings, and he is   
  a savior, but he was not a deity or God  
  incarnate.  There is no Holy Spirit. 
________________________________________ 

     By sharing these examples, you can see that there are 
many “counterfeits” existing for who the Holy Spirit is 
and what He does.   

    If you were the evil one whose sole goal is to weaken 
the church, create confusion and division regarding 
theology, muddy the waters concerning what is truth, 
and leading people away from the Bible to follow all 
sorts of alternative paths, I have just shared with you 
one example of his work through the years. 

 However, for the follower of Christ, we have the 
Bible. 



 What exactly is this book called the Bible?  It is great 
literature and the all-time #1 best-seller. It contains 
history, entertaining stories, poetry, philosophy, and 
personal letters.  

     But, more than that…. 

1. The Bible is God’s Word. It’s single purpose is to  
  reveal God to us.        
  

2. There are many things that we could never know 
  about God unless He told them to us: 
A.  The Bible is God’s self-revelation to humanity.  
B.  The Bible also tells us who we are.  
C.  It tells us of our sin and of God’s plan of salvation 

 in Jesus Christ. 
D. It is the Christian’s guide book for learning to   

 know about God and learning to live for Him. 

     So, with so many false teachings and misconceptions 
in our world about the Holy Spirit, we go to the Bible. 

3. What does the Bible say about the identity of the 
  Holy Spirit?  The Bible declares that the Holy 
  Spirit is God.  It also tells us that the Spirit is a 
  divine person, a being with a mind, emotions, 
  and a will. 

      



     The fact that the Holy Spirit is God is clearly seen in 
many Scriptures, including Acts 5:3-4.  

 “3 Peter said, “Ananias, why did you let Satan rule 
your thoughts to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep for 
yourself part of the money you received for the 
land? 4 Before you sold the land, it belonged to you. And 
even after you sold it, you could have used the money 
any way you wanted. Why did you think of doing this? 
You lied to God, not to us!” 

     In this verse Peter confronts Ananias as to why he lied 
to the Holy Spirit and tells him that he had “not lied to 
men but to God.”  

     It is a clear declaration that lying to the Holy Spirit is 
lying to God.  

4. We can also know that the Holy Spirit IS God  
  because He possesses the characteristics of God.  
 
A. His omnipresence is seen in Psalm 139:7-8: 

“Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from 
your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if 
I make my bed in the depths, you are there.”  

       B. In 1 Corinthians 2:10-11, we see the characteristic  
  of omniscience in the Holy Spirit.  

“But God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit 
searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who 



among men knows the thoughts of a man except the 
man’s spirit within him? In the same way no one knows 
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.” 

5. We can know that the Holy Spirit is indeed a divine 
  person because He possesses a mind, emotions, 
  and a will.  

A. The Holy Spirit thinks and knows.  
1 Corinthians 2:10 says:  “…these are the things God has 
revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, 
even the deep things of God.”       
   

B. The Holy Spirit can be grieved.  Ephesians 4:30a 
 states:  30 ….do not grieve the Holy Spirit of  
  God…”.            

Any wrong living grieves the Holy Spirit.      

WHY? Because the Holy Spirit is the seal of our   
  inheritance and indwells those who are saved.  
  Any sin runs counter to the character of God,   
  and thus, grieves him greatly.  

WHEN we become Christians, our relationship to God 
  becomes one of love instead of being a lawbreaker. 

     Therefore, when we sin, we must not be grieved 
because we have broken God’s Law, but rather because 
we have sinned against his great love for us.   
        



C. The Spirit intercedes for us. Romans 8:26-27 says 

“ ….the Spirit helps us with our weakness. We do not 
know how to pray as we should. But the Spirit himself 
speaks to God for us, even begs God for us with deep 
feelings that words cannot explain. 27 God can see what 
is in people’s hearts. And he knows what is in the mind 
of the Spirit, because the Spirit speaks to God for his 
people in the way God wants.”     

D.He makes decisions according to His will.   
  1 Corinthians 12:7-11 states:    

“Something from the Spirit can be seen in each person, 
for the common good. 8 The Spirit gives one person the 
ability to speak with wisdom, and the same Spirit gives 
another the ability to speak with knowledge. 9 The same 
Spirit gives faith to one person. And, to another, that 
one Spirit gives gifts of healing. 10 The Spirit gives to   
another person the power to do miracles, to another the 
ability to prophesy. And he gives to another the ability 
to know the difference between good and evil spirits. 
The Spirit gives one person the ability to speak in 
different  kinds of languages and to another the ability 
to interpret those languages. 11 One Spirit, the same 
Spirit, does all these things, and the Spirit decides what 
to give each person.”       



E. The Holy Spirit is God, the 3rd Person of the  
  Trinity. As God, the Holy Spirit can truly  
  function as the Comforter and Counselor that 
  Jesus promised He would be.   

John 14:16 states:  “I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Helper to be with you forever—“. 

John 14:26 says:  “….the Helper will teach you everything 
and will cause you to remember all that I told you. This 
Helper is the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in 
my name.”   

John 15:26 states:  “I will send you the Helper from the 
Father; he is the Spirit  of truth who comes from the 
Father. When he comes, he will tell about me…” 

     If we possess a proper understanding of exactly who 
the Holy Spirit is, especially as our Comforter and 
Counselor, we have to learn to hear him, listen to him, 
be aware of his presence in our lives. 

_______________________________________________ 

Illustration:  “Before refrigerators, people used icehouses 
to preserve their food. Icehouses had thick walls, no 
windows and a tightly fitted door. In winter, when 
streams and lakes were frozen, large blocks of ice were 
cut, hauled to the icehouses and covered with sawdust. 
Often the ice would last well into the summer. 



     One man lost a valuable watch while working in an 
icehouse. He searched diligently for it, carefully raking 
through the sawdust, but didn’t find it. His fellow 
workers also looked, but their efforts, too, proved futile.  

     A small boy who heard about the fruitless search 
slipped into the icehouse during the noon hour and soon 
emerged with the watch. 

     Amazed, the men asked him how he found it. ‘I 
closed the door,’ the boy replied, ‘lay down in the 
sawdust, and kept very still. Soon I heard the watch 
ticking.’” 

     Often, we do not hear God speak to us because we 
do not listen well enough. 

 So, HOW do we learn to listen well? 

     There’s a lot of confusion when it comes to hearing 
from God and that creates much frustration and 
discouragement because many of us feel such 
uncertainty about how to hear from God and if we 
think we hear him, how can we be sure?  

      With so many stories and experiences out there 
through books, videos, blogs, etc. it’s hard to know if 
there is a way to really know if we are hearing from 
God. 



     Well, today I have some really good news for you. 

6. God is not a God of confusion.       
  

• He is not a God who sets out to confuse people by 
  having them constantly question if they can 
  hear Him or not.        
  

• The simple fact that He sent His one and only Son 
 to die for us proves the point that He is not a 
 cruel God…and in fact, a loving God.    
  

• Not only that, He has made it very clear on how 
 we can hear from Him.       
  

• It’s our choice whether or not we will believe Him 
  with how He says He speaks. 

 
7. HOW can we learn to hear from the Holy Spirit?  

   
A.  We hear God by His Word.      

  
II Timothy 3:16-17 says:  “All Scripture is inspired by God 
and is useful for teaching, for showing people what is 
wrong in their lives, for correcting faults, and for 
teaching how to live right. 17 Using the Scriptures, the 
person who serves God will be capable, having all that is 
needed to do every good work.”  
 



     There’s a strong emphasis at the beginning of these 
verses with the word “All.”  

     Every little bit of Scripture is inspired by God…as 
in…God talking to us. God Himself tells us that His Word 
is “God-breathe” by Himself, and is useful for everything, 
so that His children may be made capable and 
equipped for every good work. 

      Let us not minimize the point that God tells us 
Himself HOW He speaks to us…through His Word.  

     And the fact that we, as followers of Jesus, need His 
Word to make us complete. That means we are lacking 
without it and won’t be equipped if we don’t listen to 
God as He speaks to us from the Bible. 

(1.) If we want to hear from God and know what 
  He is saying for sure, we must open up the 
  Bible and read it.     

     The very words you’ll read are the very words of God 
and you can confidently know that you are hearing 
from God as you read it. 

Hebrews 4:12 declares:  “God’s word is alive and working 
and is sharper than a double-edged sword. It cuts all the 
way into us, where the soul and the spirit are joined, to 
the center of our joints and bones. And it judges the 
thoughts and feelings in our hearts.”  



B.  We hear God by following Jesus. The other  
  primary way we hear from God is through  
  Jesus Christ. As followers of Him, we’ll know   
  His voice when He is speaking to us.  

John 10:27 - “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me.”  
 

(1.) One of the best ways we’ll know this is  
  because we can look to the Bible to 
  see who Jesus is and how He lived. 

     For example:  Jesus was perfect and without sin. He 
died for us and rose from the dead defeating death and 
sin in victory. When He died for us on the cross, He 
took all of our past, present, and future sins upon 
Himself and paid the price to God that we now do not 
have to pay.  

     The price we would have had to pay was death 
because God is perfect, we are sinful, and there’s NO 
way for us (who are NOT perfect) to have a relationship 
with God (who IS perfect). 

     If we believe in Jesus Christ and choose to follow Him 
for the rest of our lives, we are forgiven, forever.  

     And then as followers of Jesus with a new identity we 
now…you can probably guess it…follow Him.  



     That means: 

• We do what He did.  

• Live the way He did.  

• Love others the way He did.  

• Pray and know the Bible just like He did. 

(2.) Read the Bible and study Jesus, who He is 
  and how He lived, and then whatever 
  you think you are hearing, you can 
  know if it’s God talking because it  
  should make you MORE like Christ.  

(3.) It what you are hearing doesn’t make you 
  more like Jesus, then it’s not from God. 

8. How can I know for sure when the Spirit speaks? 

Whatever you are going through, line it up with 
 what the Bible says and who Jesus is. 

• Considering a new job?  

• Trying to hear if you should end a relationship with 
  someone?  

• Searching for the meaning of life?  



• Not sure if you are hearing from God or   
 if it’s just yourself? 

(1.) ASK:  What does the Bible have to say about 
  your situation? Whatever you are hearing, 
  does the Bible affirm it or go against it?  

With whatever decision you make, will it make you 
MORE like Jesus or is it just something for yourself? 

     You can TRUST and KNOW that you are hearing 
from God when whatever you hear lines up with the 
Bible and leads you to live more like Jesus.  

_______________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Being under the Holy Spirit's control is like a 
business hanging a sign out front:  Under New Mgmt.  

 
 


