
Salem BC          9.2.20 

“Extraordinary Women of the Bible – Mary Magdalene” 

1.The scriptures are silent about the vast majority of her life & personal  
  background, but she still emerges as one of the _____________women 
  of the New Testament. 

A.  She is mentioned by name in all ______ gospels. 
B.  She has the distinction of being the 1st person to whom Christ  

  revealed Himself ___________ His resurrection.    

2. Church traditions dating back to the early church fathers have identified Mary 
  Magdalene with the anonymous woman (identified only as “a __________  
  woman”) in Luke 7:37-38, who anointed Jesus’ feet & wiped them with her 
  hair.     

3. Luke 7:37-38 – “37 A sinful woman in the town learned that Jesus was eating at 
the Pharisee’s house. So she brought an alabaster jar of perfume 38 and stood 
behind Jesus at his feet, crying. She began to wash his feet with her tears, and she 
dried them with her hair, kissing them many times and rubbing them with the 
perfume.” 

4. Luke 8:1-3 says:  “After this, while Jesus was traveling through some cities and 
small towns, he preached and told the Good News about God’s kingdom. The 
twelve apostles were with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of 
sicknesses and evil spirits: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons 
had gone out; 3 Joanna, the wife of Cuza (the manager of Herod’s house); 
Susanna; and many others. These women used their own money to help Jesus 
and his apostles.”  

5. Some early commentators _______________ that Mary was the woman  
  described in John 8:1-12, caught in the very act of adultery & saved from 
  stoning by Christ, who forgave her & redeemed her. 

6. John 8:1-12 says:  “Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 But early in the morning 
he went back to the Temple, & all the people came to him, &he sat and taught 
them. 3 The teachers of the law & the Pharisees brought a woman who had been 
caught in adultery. They forced her to stand before the people. 4 They said to 
Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught having sexual relations with a man who 
is not her husband. 5 The law of Moses commands that we stone to death every 
woman who does this. What do you say we should do?” 6 They were asking this 



to trick Jesus so that they could have some charge against him. But Jesus bent 
over & started writing on the ground with his finger. 7 When they continued to 
ask Jesus their question, he raised up & said, “Anyone here who has never sinned 
can throw the first stone at her.” 8 Then Jesus bent over again & wrote on the 
ground. 9 Those who heard Jesus began to leave one by one, first the older men 
& then the others. Jesus was left there alone with the woman standing before 
him. 10 Jesus raised up again & asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 
judged you guilty?” 11 She answered, “No one, sir.” Then Jesus said, “I also don’t 
judge you guilty. You may go now, but don’t sin anymore.” 

7. Mary Magdalene has also been the subject of a lot of ‘__________’ biblical 
 mythology since medieval times.     

8. During the early Middle Ages, some of the gnostic heresies virtually drafted the 
  character of Mary and attached her name to a plethora of fanciful  
  ____________.  

9. Mary did have a __________ past.        

10. However, there is nothing that indicates that her conduct was ever lewd or 
  sordid in any way that would justify the common association of   
 her name with sins of _________________ . 

11. Mary was a woman whom Christ _______________ from demonic bondage. 

12.  Luke introduced her as “Mary called Magdalene, out of whom had come 
  seven ___________.”  (Luke 8:2)  Mary 16:9 also mentioned the seven  
  demons. 

13. “Magdalene” is not a surname in the modern sense.  She wasn’t from a family 
  that went by that name.  She was from the village of ____________. 

14. The Bible makes a clear distinction between demon ________________ &  
  diseases, including epilepsy & paralysis.   

15. Demon possession involved bondage to an ________ spirit – a real, personal, 
  fallen spirit creature - that indwells the afflicted individual. 

16.  In every case, demon possession is portrayed as an affliction, not a _________.   

17.  Lawlessness, superstition, and idolatry certainly have a major role in  
  ____________ a person’s heart to demonic possession, but none of the  
 demonized individuals in the NT is explicitly associated with immoral  
 behavior. 



18. They are always portrayed as “_______________” people, not willful law  
  breakers or wrongdoers. 

19. How & when she was delivered is never spelled out for us, but ___________ set 
  her free, and she was free indeed. 

20.  Having been set free from demons and from sin, she became a slave of 
  __________________. 

21.  Romans 6:18 says:  “18 You have been set free from sin & have become slaves 
to righteousness.” 

22. Mary owed everything to Christ.  She knew it too. Her subsequent love for 
  Him reflected the profound depth of her _________________. 

23.  Mary joined the close circle of ______________ who traveled with Jesus on her 
  long journeys. 

24.  There were _____________ women who devoted their whole lives to spiritual 
  things. 

25.  It is true that most rabbis in that culture did not normally ___________  
  women to be their disciples. But, Christ encouraged men & women alike 
  to take His yoke & learn from Him.  This is another evidence of how  
  women are ______________ in the Bible. 

26. Luke said Mary Magdalene and the other women were among many who 
  “_____________ for Him from their substances.”  (Luke 8:3) 

27.  Mary remained Jesus’ ____________ disciple even when other forsook Him. 

28.  She first appeared in Luke’s gospel at a time when ________________ to Jesus 
  had grown to the point that He began to teach in parables (Mt. 11:10-11). 
 When others became offended with His sayings, she stayed by His side. 
 When others walked no longer with Him, she remained _____________. 

29.  Mary followed Him all the way from Galilee to Jerusalem for that final  
  Passover celebration. She ended up ___________ following Him to the 
  cross, and even beyond. 

30.  Matthew, Mark and John all record that Mary was ______________ at the 
  crucifixion.  It is clear that she stood with Mary, the mother of Jesus,  
  Salome (mother of the apostles James & John), and another, lesser-known 
  Mary (mother of James the less). 



31.  Even at the crucifixion when things became heated, people screaming for 
  Jesus to die, the intensity of the hatred, these women never shrank away 
  completely.  They never ________ the scene until the bitter end.  And, even 
  then, they stayed close to Jesus’ body.  Such was the magnetism of their  
 ________________ & love for Christ. 

32.  The truth is that thanks to Mary Magdalene was _______ the disciples even 
  learned where Jesus’ body was laid after His death. 

33.  All 4 gospels record Joseph of Arimathea who had asked Pilate for the body 
  of Christ in order to give him a ____________ burial taking the body and 
  burying it.  In Mark’s gospel, he added that Mary Magdalene & Mary the 
  mother of Joses secretly followed Joseph to the tom and “observed where 
  He was laid”  (Mark 15:47). 

34.  Mary Magdalene’s love for Christ was as __________ as anyone’s. She took 
  note of where and how He had been laid in the tomb.  After all He had  
  done for her, it must have broken her heart to see His lifeless, mangled 
  body so poorly _____________ & laid in a cold tomb.  She was    
 determined to wash & anoint His body properly. 

35. John 20:1-18 says:  Early on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene went 
to the tomb while it was still dark. When she saw that the large stone had been 
moved away from the tomb, 2 she ran to Simon Peter and the follower whom 
Jesus loved. Mary said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t 
know where they have put him.” 

3 So Peter and the other follower started for the tomb. 4 They were both running, 
but the other follower ran faster than Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He 
bent down and looked in and saw the strips of linen cloth lying there, but he did 
not go in. 6 Then following him, Simon Peter arrived and went into the tomb and 
saw the strips of linen lying there. 7 He also saw the cloth that had been around 
Jesus’ head, which was folded up and laid in a different place from the strips of 
linen. 8 Then the other follower, who had reached the tomb first, also went in. He 
saw and believed. 9 (They did not yet understand from the Scriptures that Jesus 
must rise from the dead.) 

10Then the followers went back home. 11 But Mary stood outside the tomb, crying. 
As she was crying, she bent down and looked inside the tomb. 12 She saw two 
angels dressed in white, sitting where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and 
one at the feet. 13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” She answered, 



“They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they have put him.” 
14 When Mary said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she 
did not know it was Jesus. 

15 Jesus asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Whom are you looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said to him, “Did you take him away, sir? Tell 
me where you put him, and I will get him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

Mary turned toward Jesus and said in the Hebrew language, “Rabboni.” (This 
means “Teacher.”) 17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, because I have not 
yet gone up to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am going 
back to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 

18 Mary Magdalene went and said to the followers, “I saw the Lord!” And she told 
them what Jesus had said to her.  

36. Jesus conferred on this woman a ___________ & unparalleled honor allowing 
  her to be the 1st to see Him after His resurrection.   

  

 

 

 


