
Salem BC        10.7.20 

“Parables of Jesus” 

Text:  Matthew 3:33;  Luke 13:20-21 

1. What is a parable?  It is a story told to illustrate  
 a truth. A common description of a parable is 
 that it is an ___________ story with a __________ 
 meaning.          

2. Jesus’ parables were __________ aids & can be  
  thought of as extended analogies, comparing  
  2 things or ideas.         

3. The purpose of the parables was not to give simple 
  examples that ordinary people could easily  
  understand. The parables were revelations of 
  things __________, which only those with  
  spiritual insight could understand.     

4. There are ___ parables in Matthew, ___ in Mark,  
  and ___ in Luke. 

5. Matthew 3:33 reads:  “33 Then Jesus told another  
  story: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
  woman took and hid in a large tub of flour until it 
  made all the dough rise.”       
  

6. Luke 13:20-21 says:  “20 Jesus said again, “What can I 
  compare God’s kingdom with? 21 It is like yeast that 
  a woman took and hid in a large tub of flour until 
  it made all the dough rise.”     



There are two interpretations of this parable.  

7. The 1st interpretation of this parable says that yeast 
  represents _____ that penetrates the Kingdom 
  of God & His church.  Yeast sours, ferments,  
  & putrifies.  It is a picture which penetrates &  
  permeates the dough.  (I Corinthians 5:6-8;  
  II Corinthians 7:1;  Galatians 5:7-9)  The woman  
  had to ______ the yeast, camouflage it in the  
  flour.           

8. In the 1st interpretation with the yeast representing 
  evil, the woman would probably represent the  
  ___________ of man or what might be called a  
  rationalistic or humanistic religion.     

9. Mankind has always had a “religion” of some sort, a  
 “religion” of his _______ making.  

10.Mankind attempts to __________ the spiritual need 
   of his own soul, and just being associated with  
   Christianity and being within the walls of the  
   church can make him feel better.  

11. Throughout the Bible, leaven is a symbol of _______. 

A.  It had to be ___________ from the Jewish  
  homes during Passover.  (Ex. 12:15-19;  13:7)  

B.  It was ____________ from the sacrifices  
  (Exodus 34:35), with the exception of the 
  loaves used at the Feast of Pentecost  
  (Leviticus 23:15-21).       



C.  Jesus used leaven to picture __________ (Luke 
  12:1), false teaching (Matthew 16:6-12), 
   and worldly compromise (Matthew 
   22:16-21). 

D. Paul used leaven to picture __________ in the 
  church (I Corinthians 5:6-8) as well as  
  false doctrine (Galatians 5:9).     

12. Sin is like leaven.  It quietly _______, it corrupts, and it 
  ‘puffs up.’  (I Corinthians 4:18-19;  5:2;  8:1) 

13.  Satan has worked hard to introduce _______ doctrine 
  & false living into the ministry of the Word   
  of God.      

14.  The kingdom of heaven began with the _________ of  
  the Word of God in the hearts of men.  Much of 
  the seed did not bear fruit;  but some was   
        fruitful. 

15.  Satan opposed the work of God by sowing    
  _____________ Christians, by encouraging a false 
  growth, & by introducing false doctrine. 

16. The 2nd interpretation is that the yeast symbolizes 
   the Kingdom of God which penetrates and  
   works silently to ___________ men & society. 
  



17. In the 2nd interpretation where yeast symbolizes the  
  Kingdom of God, it penetrates and works   
  __________ to transform men and society. 

18. The woman would represent the church and the  
   yeast the gospel.  The flour would be the world 
   or those without the ___________ of God in  
   the world. 

19.  This interpretation would mean that the church has  
  a two-fold task: 

 A.  The church would seek to _________ or transform 
  individuals:  to penetrate an individual with the 
  gospel until the whole person is transformed.  

 B.  The church would seek to “leaven” society as a  
  whole:  to _____________ society with the gospel  
  until the whole of society was transformed.  
          

20. It is important to define “kingdom of heaven.” Jesus 
   is referring to His domain as the Messiah. In the 
   current age, the kingdom of heaven is   
   ____________, existing within the hearts of  
   believers.    

21. Luke 17:21 says:  “There is no use saying, ‘Look! Here it 
  is' or ‘Look! There it is.’ God’s kingdom is here with 
  you.”   

about:blank


22. Later, the kingdom will be manifest ____________, 
   when the Lord Jesus establishes His throne on 
   this earth. 

23. Revelation 11:15 says:  “At the sound of the seventh 
  trumpet, loud voices were heard in heaven. They 
  said, “Now the kingdom of this world belongs to 
  our Lord and to his Chosen One!  And he will rule 
  forever and ever!”  
 

24. In the Parable of the Leaven, we learn several things 
  about “the working” of the kingdom in our present 
  age. Each of these lessons stems from the nature of 
  yeast. 
 
     A. First, the kingdom of God may have small   
   beginnings, but it will ____________.  

(1.) Yeast is microscopic in size, and only a little 
  is kneaded into the dough. Yet, given 
  time, the yeast will ________ through 
  all the dough.      
  

(2.)  In the same way, Jesus’ domain started 
  with twelve men in an obscure corner 
  of Galilee, but it has spread   
  _____________ the world. The gospel 
  makes progress.      
  



B.  Second, the kingdom of God exerts its ___________ 
  from within, not from without. Yeast makes 
  dough rise from within.  
(1.) God first changes the __________ of a person, 

  and that internal change has external  
  manifestations.  

(2.) The gospel influence in a culture works the  
  same way:  Christians within a culture act 
  as ________ of change, slowly transforming 
  that culture from within. 

C.  Third, the effect of the kingdom of God will be  
  _______________. Just as yeast works until the 
  dough has completely risen, the ultimate  
  benefit of the kingdom of God will be   
  comprehensive.  
 

Habakkuk 2:14 - “…just as water covers the sea, people 
  everywhere will know the LORD’s glory.”  

Psalm 72:19 – “Praise his glorious name forever. Let his 
  glory fill the whole world.” 
 
    D. Fourth, although the kingdom of God works  
  ________, its effect is evident to all. Yeast does its 
  job slowly, secretly and silently, but no one can 
  deny its effect on bread. The same is true of the 
  work of __________ in our hearts. 
 



       (1.) The nature of yeast is to grow and to   
    _________ whatever it contacts.  

      (2.) When we accept Christ, His grace grows in our 
   hearts and _________ us from the inside out.  

(3.) As the gospel transforms lives, it exerts a  
  pervasive __________ in the world at large. 
 

II Corinthians 3:18 says:  “18 Our faces, then, are not  
  covered. We all show the Lord’s glory, and we are 
  being changed to be like him. This change in us  
  brings ever greater glory, which comes from the  
  Lord, who is the Spirit.”   

  


