
Salem BC          11.17.21 

“Spiritual Warfare” 

Text:  I Peter 5:8-9 

I Peter 5:8-9 – “8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of 
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the 
world.” 

Genesis 3:1-5 – “3 Now the snake was the most clever of all the wild 
animals the LORD God had made. One day the snake said to the 
woman, “Did God really say that you must not eat fruit from any tree 
in the garden?” 2 The woman answered the snake, “We may eat fruit 
from the trees in the garden. 3 But God told us, ‘You must not eat fruit 
from the tree that is in the middle of the garden. You must not even 
touch it, or you will die.’” 4 But the snake said to the woman, “You will 
not die. 5 God knows that if you eat the fruit from that tree, you will 
learn about good and evil and you will be like God!” 

II Corinthians 11:14 – “….Satan himself masquerades as an angel of 
light.” 

 The late English writer, philosopher and theologian G. K. 
Chesterton when asked “What is wrong with the world?  His reply 
was direct and simple:  ‘I am.’” 
 
1.The reality is that evil is in the world because evil is _____ us.  
   Something is wrong with the world because something is  
   wrong with us.  And, that something is ______. 
 

 
2.  Spiritual warfare begins with the observation that we are in a 
  _________ against the world, our flesh, and Satan. 
 



3.  Satan is a _______ being and the demons who follow him are also 
  real.  Satan is a fallen angel and the demons are fallen angels 
  who are in perpetual rebellion against God.    
     
4. Demons are spirit beings whose only purpose is to further Satan’s 
  ________ purposes in the world. 
 
Ephesians 6:12 – “12 Our fight is not against people on earth but 
against the rulers and authorities and the powers of this world’s 
darkness, against the spiritual powers of evil in the heavenly world.” 
 
5. The conflict between God and Satan started in heaven when Lucifer 
  ___________, came to earth when Adam and Eve sinned, and 
  continues in every generation in the ongoing struggle between 
  good and evil. 
 
I Peter 5:8 – “8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” 
 
6.  This conflict will not end until the devil is finally cast into the lake of 
  ________ and the New Jerusalem comes down out of heaven. 
  (You can read about this in Revelation 20-22.) 
 
7. Spiritual warfare is the ongoing battle between the ___________ and 
  the devil.  Satan uses the power of the flesh and the allure of the 
  world to cause us to turn _________ from God.  His ultimate goal 
  is the capture and destruction of every human being. 
     
  
8. He is not an “almost-but-not-quite-God” or a “__________” God, 
  who can do almost everything God can do.  NOT so….not even 
  anywhere near close to God’s power. Satan is nothing at all  
  when compared to God.  The Bible NEVER presents him as  
  omnipotent, omnipresent, or omniscient. 
 
  



 
9. How much power does Satan have? 

• He is the most powerful of all the created angels. (Isaiah 14:12-15) 
• He came to Eve as a serpent. (Genesis 3:1) 
• In Revelation he appears as a fierce dragon. (Revelation 12) 
• Peter calls him “a roaring lion.”  (I Peter 5:8 
• Paul says he masquerades as an “angel of light”.   

 (II Corinthians 11:14) 
• Jesus called him “the father of lies” and a “murderer from the 

  beginning”.  (John 8:44) 
• He is also called the “prince of this world”  (John 12:31);  the “god 

  of this age” (II Corinthians 4:4);  the “ruler of the kingdom 
  of the air” (Ephesians 2:2);  and the “accuser of our  
  brothers” (Revelation 12:10).      
   

• Clearly, he is a __________ being with powers that are 
 supernatural and go far beyond what any human possesses. 
         

10. Satan has exactly as much power as God ___________ him to 
  have – not one iota more.  We must be careful not to   
  exaggerate his power.   
 

11. Martin Luther said:  “The devil is “God’s devil,” meaning that God 
  puts __________ on what he can do. 
 
     
12.  Two truths we must remain aware of when it comes to the  
  relationship between God’s permission to Satan and the  
  temptations we face every day:   
 A.  Satan serves ________ purposes in ways we cannot fully  
   understand. 
 
 B.   When we are tempted, we cannot _________ Satan for our 
   weaknesses.  We are fully responsible for the moral choices 
   we make. 
 



13. Satan, as powerful as he is, is not autonomous.  He has not  
  independent power of his own.  Like any other created being, he 
  must __________ to God’s control. 
 
14. We should respect the devil’s power and not take him lightly, but 
  we should not live in cringing fear of what he might do to us.  If 
  we live in fear, we are ___________ before the battle begins. 
 
 
Deuteronomy 29:29 – “29 There are some things the LORD our God has 
kept secret, but there are some things he has let us know. These things 
belong to us and our children forever so that we will do everything in 
these teachings.” 
  
15. We will never fully understand with our finite mind how or why 
  Satan serves God’s purposes in the world.  But, we do know that 
  when God’s purposes have been _______ served, the devil will be 
  cast into the lake of fire where he will remain in perpetual   
  torment for all eternity. 
 
Revelation 20:10 – “10 And Satan, who tricked them, was thrown into 
the lake of burning sulfur with the beast and the false prophet. There 
they will be punished day and night forever and ever.” 
 
16. Practical steps in resisting satanic attacks: 
 A. Cry out to God for ________.   
 B. Don’t be discouraged when the battle is ___________. 
 C.  Take the way of escape the very _______ time. 

D.  Put on the ___________ armor of God. 
 
Study Ephesians 6:10-17.  We are told to put on:     

• the “belt of truth” – commitment to integrity and honesty 
• the “breastplate of righteousness” – commitment to obeying God 

  in every circumstance 
• fit out feet with “gospel of peace” – being ready to share the 

  Good News with others 



• take up the “shield of faith” – choosing to believe God is who He 
  said He is, and acting accordingly 

• put on the “helmet of salvation” – having confidence that you 
  are truly saved by God 

• take up the “sword of the Spirit” – reading, meditating on,  
  quoting, and believing the Bible 

• “pray in the Spirit” – be in constant communication with God 
 
E.  Use _____________ the same way Jesus did. 
F.  Use the resources of the _______ of Christ. 
 
17.  God has given you ___________ you need to fight and win the  
  battle: 
 A.  the Word of God 
 B.  the Holy Spirit 
 C.  the armor of God 
 D.  a new nature 
 E.  a new position 
 F.  the body of Christ 
 G.  the weapon of prayer 
 H.  Christ interceding for you in heaven 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 


