
Salem BC         11.11.20 

“Parables of Jesus:  The Unmerciful Servant” 

Text:  Matthew 18:23-35 

Quote:  “To forgive is to set a prisoner FREE & discover that the prisoner was  
  YOU.” 

Ephesians 4:32 – “Be kind & loving to each other, & forgive each other just as  
 God forgave you in Christ.” 

1. Contrary to what many have been led to believe, forgiveness is NOT  
 ________________.  “Forgive & forget” is a nice saying, but highly 
 misleading.  WHY? 
A.  First of all, God does not forget.  He has ____________ our debt of sins 

 & will never demand payment.  However, if God could literally  
 “forget” it would undermine the truth is His omniscience   
 (all-knowing). 

B. Second, “forgive & forget” is psychologically ____________.  As soon as  
 you make up your mind to forget something you can be assured 
 that, in most instances, it is the one thing that will linger at the  
 forefront of your conscious thinking. 

C. To think that forgiving demands forgetting can be ______________ 
 devastating. 

2. Forgiving someone does not mean you no longer fell the ________ of their  
 offense. 

3. Forgiving someone who has sinned against you doesn’t mean you cease  
 longing for ____________. 

Romans 12:19 – “My friends, do not try to punish others when they wrong you,  
 but wait for God to punish them with His anger.  It is written:  ‘I will  
 punish those who wrong;  I will repay them,’  says the Lord.” 

A.  To long for ____________ is entirely legitimate, but to see, it for yourself 
 is not.  Let God deal with the offended in His own way at the   
 ______________ time.  He’s much better at it than you or I. 

B. The point is that forgiveness does not mean you are to __________ that  
 a wrong was done or that you deny that a sin was committed. 

C. Forgiveness does not mean that you ________ your eyes to moral   
 atrocity & pretend that it didn’t hurt or that it really doesn’t matter 



 whether or not the offending person is called to account for his/her 
 offense. 

D. Neither are you being asked to ____________ the gravity of the offense, 
 or to tell others, “Oh, think nothing of it;  it really wasn’t that big 
 of a deal after all.” 

E. Forgiveness simply means that you ______________ in your heart to let 
 God be the avenger.  He is the judge, not you. 

F. We must never buy into the lie that to forgive means that sin is being 
 whitewashed or ignored or that the perpetrator is not being held 
 accountable for his/her actions.  It simply means we ____________ 
 choose to let God be the one who determines the appropriate   
 course of action in dealing ________ with the offending person. 

4. Forgiveness does not mean you are to make it _________ for the offender 
 to hurt you again. 
A.  ________ love never aids & abets the sin of another. 
B.  Forgiveness does not mean you become a ___________ & passive   

 doormat for their continual sin. 
5. Forgiveness is rarely a one-time, _____________ event. 

Ephesians 4:32 – “Be kind & loving to each other, & forgive each other just as  
 God forgave you in Christ.” 

 


