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“A Study in James” 

Text:  James 1:2-8 

1. The challenge for us as followers of Christ is to make a ___________ each 
  time we are faced with a trials/troubles, _______ we will respond.   
    

2. Trials/troubles are testings through experience in order to __________   
something.    
 

3. Why do we need to be joyful? 
A.  Trials/troubles give us an opportunity to  ________________ our faith 

   in Christ.  
B.   Trials/troubles have benefits for us:  As we endure various trials, we will 

   find that they are all avenues that lead us back to Christ as 
   we deepen our _________________ on Him. 

C.    This will strengthen our faith as we learn by _____________ in Christ` 
   that He is the strong one, and we are the weak one. 

4. The ONLY way God can develop ___________ and ______________ in our lives 
 is through trials/troubles. 

5. We must always remember that God has a _____________ in trials/troubles. 
  God’s goal for our lives is spiritual maturity.   

6. God wants to make you and me __________ and ______________.  It is not His 
  intent to keep us from experiencing pain.  

Isaiah 41:10 says:  “So don’t worry, because I am with you. Don’t be afraid, 
because I am your God. I will make you strong and will help you; I will support 
you with my right hand that saves you.” 

James 1:2-4 – “2 My brothers and sisters, when you have many kinds of troubles, 
you should be full of joy, 3 because you know that these troubles test your faith, 
and this will give you patience. 4 Let your patience show itself perfectly in what 
you do. Then you will be perfect and complete and will have everything you 
need.” 

7. James has reminded us very clearly that we have an ___________ when faced 
  with trials/troubles:  ______ God for His wisdom. 



vss. 5-6 says:  “5 But anyone who needs wisdom should ask God, whose very 
nature is to give to everyone without a second thought, without keeping score. 
Wisdom will certainly be given to those who ask. 6 Whoever asks shouldn’t 
hesitate. They should ask in faith, without doubting. Whoever doubts is like the 
surf of the sea, tossed and turned by the wind.” 

8. What is wisdom?  It is ___________ and ___________ what is right.  

9. Wisdom is ___________ the information and knowledge that you have in the 
  right, God-honoring way.  

10. Wisdom is __________ the ____________ thing, and not just knowing       
  what the right thing is. 

11. Wisdom is seeing things from ________ perspective – how does God see this – 
  then responding to that  according to biblical principles.  In other words, it 
  is ____________ discernment.  

12. Wisdom helps us to understand _______ to use the circumstances we are facing 
  for our __________ and for God’s ___________. 

13. James not only explained WHAT to ask for, which is wisdom, but he also  
  described HOW to ask.  We are to ask in __________. 

vs. 6 – “6 Whoever asks shouldn’t hesitate. They should ask in faith, without 
doubting. Whoever doubts is like the surf of the sea, tossed and turned by the 
wind.” 

14. When we ask God to give us wisdom to conquer some    
  trial/trouble/temptation, we must ___________ and not ___________.  
        

15. When we pray and cry out to God, we cannot _________;  that is, we cannot 
  ask and then…. 

 * wonder IF God really exists 

 * wonder IF God is really going to hear us 

 * wonder IF God can really do what we ask 

 * wonder IF we really know God well enough for Him to hear us 

 * wonder IF the request is the will of God. 



vs. 7-8 – “7 People like that should never imagine that they will receive anything 
from the Lord. 8 They are double-minded, unstable in all their ways.”  

Matthew 14:29-30 -   “29And Peter left the boat and walked on the water to 
Jesus. 30 But when Peter saw the wind and the waves, he became afraid and 
began to sink. He shouted, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his 
hand and caught Peter. Jesus said, “Your faith is small. Why did you doubt?”  

16. The individual who doubts is a “__________-minded” person.  With one  
  part of his/her mind, they hope to receive what he/she asks for;  but with 
  the other part of his/her minds he/she doubts that they will receive what 
  they have ask for.  Such a person’s faith is not firm;  it is _______________. 
  Such an individual is tossed back and forth like the waves of the sea.  

Ephesians 4:14:  “14 Then we will no longer be babies. We will not be tossed about 
like a ship that the waves carry one way and then another. We will not be 
influenced by every new teaching we hear from people who are trying to fool us. 
They make plans and try any kind of trick to fool people into following the 
wrong path.” 

17. If we have _____________ and ___________ hearts, we can ask in faith and God 
  will give the wisdom we need.  Instability and immaturity go together. 

18. We must ____________ that God is, that He exists and that He does love and 
  care for us and that He will _________ and ______________ us when we ask 
  for wisdom to face the trials/troubles/temptations of life. 

19.  Let us remember this truth:  Our ____________ when it comes to handling 
  trials/troubles/temptations will determine the ____________.  We are going 
  to trust ourselves OR we are doing to trust God. 

20.  God does not help us by ___________ the trials/troubles/tests, but by making 
  them work for us.  Satan wants to use the tests to tear us down, but God  
  will use them to ___________ us up. 

21.  Remember:  God’s purpose in trials/troubles is to help us to become spiritual 
  ____________ believers. 

 


