
Landmines:  Slothfulness        7.15.20 

1. Slothfulness is a landmine that ________ us of purpose and motivation. 
2. The sin of sloth is known as one of the 7 _________ sins:  lust, gluttony, 

 greed, wrath, envy and pride. 
3. The sin of sloth is a bit deeper than laziness, and that subtlety is found in  

 the thing that keeps us bound up:  ____________. 
4. The Greek word for “sloth” used in scripture is akedia, meaning the  

  absence of ____________. 
5. Sloth is more than just being lazy.  Slothfulness is a ____________ heart  

 condition. 
6. What is the definition of slothfulness?  simply _______________. 
7. The dark side of laziness is a lack of _________________ from the inner man. 
8. Slothfulness or laziness is __________________. 
9. In the NT book of II Thessalonians, the apostle Paul wrote to a group of  

 believers who had become ____________in their devotion to God and 
 in their work. 

10. We can become lazy or slothful in ___________________, our approach to  
 life, and even how we deal with problems. 

11. Paul wrote these words in II Thessalonians 3:6:  “Now we command you,  
 brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away 
 from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with  
 the tradition that you received from us.” 

12. Satan truly believers that IF he can __________ us to step off the path God 
 has for us, then we will trip a landmine, and the explosion that  
 follows will be strong enough to harm us deeply. 

13. Attitudes of laziness can be very difficult to _____________ because they  
 involve motivation. 

14. The lame man at the pool of Bethesda is a perfect example.  John provides 
 us an account of this man’s life in John 5:2-9:  “2 Now there is in  
 Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, 
 which has five roofed colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of  
 invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had 
 been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying 
 there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said 
 to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man answered him, 
 “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred 
  up, and while I am going another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus 
  said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once 



the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. Now that day 
was the Sabbath.” 

15.  Jesus always calls the lazy person into _____________. 
16.  Every landmine we face can be overcome, but NOT on our own.  We  

 need __________ help, guidance, and strength.  We also need His  
 foresight, because He knows what is ahead in life. 

17. Listen to more of Paul’s instructions found in II Thessalonians 3:7-13:  “For 
 you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we 
 were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone’s  
 bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked  
 night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you.  It 
 was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in  
 ourselves an example to imitate.  For even when we were with you, 
 we would give you this command:  If anyone is not willing to work, 
 let him not eat.  For we hear that some among you walk in   
 idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies.  Now such persons we 
 command to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 
 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.” 

18. Paul’s instruction was:  “Do not ________________ your faith, and get back 
 to work!” 

19. Characteristics of laziness: 
A. Lack of _______________, goals and ambition 
B. _________________ 
C. Lack of ____________ in God’s call and ability 
D. A sense of pride 
E. Insensitivity to God and to others 
F. _________________ tasks 
G. A damaged testimony for God 
H. Weakened relationship with God 
I. ______________ of the truth 
J. Feelings of depression, anxiety, and fear 

 

20.We must ________________ remain aware that Satan is always on the move,  
 looking for places to hide his landmines.  He wants to __________ you into 
 doubting, ignoring, and rebelling against God’s will and purpose.  Laziness 
 is just one of his wicked tactics. 


