
 

Salem BC           2.14.21 

“Slaying the Giant of Bitterness & Unforgiveness”  

Text:  John 15:1,2,5,8-12 

1. When an individual makes the __________ to accept the free gift of God’s 
  salvation found in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, he/she “signs over” 
  the deed to their heart to God.  At that precise moment, you no longer 
  are the “master of your fate.”  God becomes the ___________.  We belong 
  to Him. 

 
2. One of the greatest GIANTS that plagues our world since the Garden of Eden 

  is the GIANT of discord, disagreement, __________, disrespect, disregard, 
  disdain, derision and defamation. 

John 15:1,2,5,8-12 - “I am the true vine; my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off 
every branch of mine that does not produce fruit. And he trims and cleans every 
branch that produces fruit so that it will produce even more fruit.  

     5 “I am the vine, and you are the branches. If any remain in me and I remain in 
them, they produce much fruit. But without me they can do nothing.  8 You 
should produce much fruit and show that you are my followers, which brings 
glory to my Father. 9 I loved you as the Father loved me. Now remain in my 
love. 10 I have obeyed my Father’s commands, and I remain in his love. In the 
same way, if you obey my commands, you will remain in my love. 11 I have told 
you these things so that you can have the same joy I have and so that your joy 
will be the fullest possible joy. 12 “This is my command: Love each other as I have 
loved you. 

3. Four unique forms of love are found in Scripture. They are communicated 
  through four Greek words: 

A. Eros – sensual or ____________ love       
   

B. Storge – (STOR-jay) – familial love;  the _____________ bond that develops 
  naturally between parents and children, and brothers and sisters 
  

about:blank


C. Philia – powerful, emotional bond seen in deep ________________; care, 
 respect, and compassion for people in need; a brotherly love that 
 unites believers;  is unique to Christianity. 

D. Agape – defines ______ immeasurable, incomparable love for humankind; 
   divine love that comes from God;  it is perfect, unconditional,  
    ______________, and pure 

4. Love is one of the most powerful emotions humans can experience. For 
 followers of Christ, love is the truest test of ___________ faith. 

John 13:34-35 - 34 “I give you a new command: Love each other. You must love 
each other as I have loved you. 35 All people will know that you are my followers 
if you love each other.” 

5. However, Jesus’ love is ___________ and unfailing. He will never die and He 
  will never stop loving us.  God’s love is best represented in the _________  
  of Christ.   

 
6. We must recognize that love is a _____________ more than a feeling because 

  feelings are subjective while love is objectively demonstrated in actions. 

 
I John 4:11 – “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

about:blank
about:blank


 Ways to Love like Jesus: 
 

A.  Speak without accusing:  (James 1:19) -  “My dear brothers and sisters, 
   always be willing to listen and slow to speak. Do not become angry 
   easily…” 

B.  Listen without interrupting:  (Proverbs 18:13) – “Anyone who answers  
   without listening is foolish and confused.” 

 

C. Answer without arguing:  (Proverbs 17:1) – “It is better to eat a dry crust of 
   bread in peace than to have a feast where there is quarreling. 
    

D.  Promise without forgetting:  (Proverbs 13:2) - “People will be rewarded for 
   what they say, but those who can’t be trusted want only violence.” 
      

E. Forgive without punishing:  (Colossians 3:13) - “Bear with each other, and 
   forgive each other. If someone does wrong to you, forgive  
   that person because the Lord forgave you.”    
           

F.  Trust without wavering:  (1 Corinthians 13:7) - “Love patiently accepts all 
   things. It always trusts, always hopes, and always endures.”  
    

G.  Give without sparing:  (Proverbs 21:26) – “All day long they wish for more, 
    but good people give without holding back.”    
         

H. Share without pretense:  (Ephesians 4:16) – “The whole body depends on 
    Christ, and all the parts of the body are joined and held together. 
    Each  part does its own work to make the whole body grow and be 
    strong with  love.”  
          

I. Enjoy without complaint:  (Philippians 2:14) – “Do everything without  
   complaining or arguing.”  
     

J. Pray without ceasing: (Colossians 1:9) – “Because of this, since the day we 
   heard about you, we have continued praying for you, asking God 
   that you will know fully what he wants. We pray that you will also 
   have great wisdom and understanding in spiritual things.” 
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