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“A Study in James” 

Text:  James 1:16-18 

1.According to James, there are 3 significant steps involved in temptation. 

A.  There is lust and _______________ (lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, 
 the pride of life).  

B.  There is the conception of lust and the “_________” of  sin. 
      
C. There is the result of lust and enticement:  ___________.  

Romans 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life  
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”        

2. Jesus had ________ our _______ for sin in full.  That is what the cross was 
 all about. 
 

3. We must ___________ God’s Word and put it to use in our daily living, and 
  if we do, it will encourage us not to give in to temptation.  
  

4. The power of all temptation is the prospect that it will make me  
  __________."  

James 1:16-18 - “16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good 
and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us 
birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he 
created.” 

5. We know that Satan is the MASTER ____________. 
 

6. Deceive means:  to cause to accept as true or valid what is __________ and 
  invalid;  ensnare;  to be false to. 

Genesis 2:17 says:  “17 but you must not eat the fruit from the tree which gives the 
knowledge of good and evil. If you ever eat fruit from that tree, you will die!” 

7. Whenever we are faced with temptation, we must get our eyes “_____” the 
  “bait” and look ahead to SEE the ______________ of the sin that will 
  be birthed.          
  



8. One of Satan’s tricks is to convince us that God is “___________  _____ on 
  us”, that He does not really love us and care for us.  

Re-read vs. 17a – “ 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights…”  

9. Remembering the _____________ of God is a GREAT barrier against  
  yielding to temptation.        
  

10. Once we start to ___________ God’s goodness, we will be attracted to  
  Satan’s offers;  and the natural desires within will reach out for 
 his “bait.”          
  

11. And, let us remember this: God does not give occasionally;  He gives  
  _________________.  

 vs. 17 - 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.   
  

12. God DOES NOT ___________.  In fact, it is impossible for God to change. 
   He cannot change for the worse because He is ________;  He cannot 
   change for the better because He is already perfect. 
 

13. Why is verse  17 so important to helping us spiritually mature?  Because it 
  means that we should NEVER ______________ God’s love or doubt 
  His goodness when difficulties come or temptations appear. 

 vs. 18 – “18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be 
a kind of firstfruits of all he created.” 

14. The Jewish leaders would be well aware of the practice of offering the 1st 
crops to ripen just prior to harvest as “an act of worship,” and also as a 
blessing on the rest of the harvest. 

In Proverbs 3:9 in the OT, it states:  “Honor the LORD with your wealth and the 
firstfruits from all your crops.” 

15. Of all the creatures God has in this universe, _____________ are the very 
  HIGHEST and the FINEST. 

16. Therefore, we are a sort of “______________.”  Christ Himself was the 
“firstfruits” among believers.  Therefore, believers are the “firstfruits” of all 
that God created. 



  

 


