Key Phrase #7
IT IS BETTER TO GIVE
THAN TO RECEIVE
...remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’
Acts 20:35
Everyone present knows that it will be the last time they will be with Paul on this Earth. The moment is very emotional
with tears being shed by all. After warning them of the dangers of false teachers, Paul concluded with his weightiest
message for them, “In everything I showed you that by working hard... you must help the weak and remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” (Our Key Phrase for this week).
This quotation of Jesus is a powerful reminder of the Life of Jesus Himself. Paul writes in Philippians 2:5-8, “Have this
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in
the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross.”
Jesus in His equality with God could have demanded worship and obedience from His Creation in order to RECEIVE what
was rightfully His. Instead, He recognized the weak and helpless state that His people were in; that they were not even
in a condition where they could stand in His Presence; they were spiritually dead, and dead people can neither hear, see,
or respond to anyone or anything. They needed Life, REAL Life, Eternal Life! Jesus knew that HE was the Life they
needed. He had to give HIMSELF to them. But in order to even be with them, He had to set aside His Glory, He had to
cloak His Holiness, with flesh like ours.
In His time on Earth, as one of us, He worked hard; as a student, as a carpenter, and finally as an itinerant preacher
whose every word and every step was dogged by His enemies who were determined to “destroy Him”. He helped the
weak, the outcasts, the poor, the helpless and hopeless by GIVING of Himself constantly. And finally, He gave Himself to
the cross in order to give to people who deserved nothing but death, the opportunity to share in His Life and Glory for
eternity. As Scripture says in 2 Corinthians 4:6, “For God, who said, ‘Light shall shine out of darkness,’ is the One who
has shone in our hearts to GIVE the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.“ God GIVES
Himself to us and then He GIVES us the opportunity, actually the mandate, to GIVE the Life of Jesus that is in us to the
World; the World that doesn’t deserve it any more than we did.
There are many ways that we can give. We can certainly give financial support to those in need. We can give of
ourselves to comfort those who are afflicted, who need to know that they are loved, that they are important, that their
lives have significance. We MUST give forgiveness to those who have offended us, to those who are our enemies even if
we are completely innocent and there is no basis for their hatred of us. And sometimes we must even give our lives, or
good portions of our lives (time, resources, love) in order to shine the light and love of Jesus.

Was it more blessed for Jesus to give than to receive? Hebrews 12:2 asks us to “fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God.”
The Joy that Jesus had before Him, the joy of obedience to His Father, the joy of bringing us freedom, the joy of
demonstrating the humility and love of God, the joy of establishing the Kingdom of God and destroying the works of the
devil, were a far greater blessing to Him, than the suffering that He had to endure. His focus was, as ours should be, on
fulfilling His Father’s “good purpose”. This is what enabled Him, and will enable us, to seek to GIVE, knowing that at the
right time He would RECEIVE all the good things that God the Father had promised Him (and us).
And what did He receive? Philippians 2:9-11, “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
But what about us? What can we expect to receive from God because we choose to give rather than always receive?
Undoubtedly it is costly to give, we sacrifice something of ours to be able to give to others. Giving can often be painful
and frequently without any temporal reward. Suffering in varying degrees is almost always involved in GIVING. When we
realize that we have already been given so much by our Lord, it gives us a thankful perspective and makes it much easier
to choose to be a blessing to others. If you have ever given of yourself for God’s glory, then you have experienced the
blessing that comes from it...even when it may have been difficult.
May the Holy Spirit enlighten us to the blessedness of giving and strengthen us to be able to manifest the Christ in us by
giving as He gave.
Discussion Outline
●

Review the Key Phrase

●

Take time to ponder, pray, and answer the following questions.
○

○

If I really believed this (key phrase) how would it change my life?
■

In what ways am I walking in this truth and in what ways do I struggle?

■

What tensions would this solve? What tensions may it create?

Find a Scripture or Biblical Principle that reflects this truth.

●

Write down any thoughts you need to change and any steps you can take to walk in this truth?

●

Pray for one another.

Additional questions for study:
Have you ever noticed the connection between generosity and joy? Why?
In what ways have you been blessed through giving?
What are some of the things that we stand to lose by NOT living a life of giving rather than receiving?
Read Matthew 25:31-46. What does this passage say to us about how Jesus values sacrificial giving?
How does giving protect us from the “deceitfulness of riches?” (Mark 4:19)

