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The school year is rapidly coming to an end, and many parishioners will start to take long-awaited
summer vacations. The Parish Office hours will be a little less, the choir will be on hiatus, and Sunday
mornings’ Tea on the Lawn will replace Coffee Hour. But that doesn’t mean special events take a
holiday at Christ Church. Following is a look at a few things coming up . . .

Sunday, May 27
Memorial Day Sunday - Ceremony of Remembrance (10:00 am)
Saturday, June 2
eVoco Women’s Ensemble Concert (8:00 pm)
Sunday, June 3
Life Enrichment Center Panel Discussion on Aging (Coffee Hour)
Gala Concert (4:00 pm)
Sunday, June 10
Parish Picnic
Sunday, June 17
Father’s Day
Sunday, June 23 – Monday, July 2
Oyster Bay Music Festival
Sunday, July 22
The Red Door Chamber Players Concert (3:00 pm)
Editor’s Note
Welcome to the Spring edition of your church magazine, the
Compass. In it you will find a variety of articles, memories of
significant events in our Parish Life, and happenings to look forward
to this summer. Let’s hope for better “atmospheric conditions” than
we had in March and April.
Easter (of all dates it fell on April Fool’s Day!) was glorious and the
culmination of a very busy and prayerful Holy Week. The baptism
during the Easter Vigil certainly was a highlight, if not the falling wax
from the handheld candles…. The Lenten series by Father Jack Zacker
was unfortunately curtailed to 2 Wednesdays instead of 4 due to the
aforementioned weather. The two sessions that were held however
were great and maybe we can think about trying again next year. We
would love to hear the full story.
As always, enjoy this issue of the Compass and if not, offer your thoughts in a silent prayer and come talk quietly to
us!
Ton Heijmen, Editor; Peggy Heijmen, Design Layout
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From The Rector
On March 4, we had our Annual Parish Meeting, at
which three new Vestry members were elected:
Courtney Carney, Ron Hlinka, and Dan McGowan.
They bring their own special qualities and experience to
what is already a diverse and talented group: we are
delighted to have them on the team. Tim Brown was reelected, embarking now on his second two-year term as
a Warden. We gave heartfelt thanks to outgoing Vestry
members Patti Bauerschmidt, Helen Crosson, and
Martin Evans for their long and faithful service: they will
be greatly missed around the ‘board room table’ in St Hilda’s Room on Thursday nights.
By tradition at Christ Church, the Rector gives a ‘State of the Parish’ address on the day of the
Annual Meeting. The readings set for the day led me to touch on a variety of themes, the first of
which was giving attention to certain forms of words which guide us as a parish. In the preceding
year, not only did we refresh our Mission Statement; we also formally updated our Bylaws, after it
became apparent that no one seemed to have an officially signed version more recent than 2002.
Naturally, just opening the conversation meant further thought, reflections, and revisions; but as a
result, we now have current, official Bylaws, duly signed, sealed and adopted.
Another theme emerging from that day’s readings and in my address was passing on the faith. A
while ago we compiled what we believe to be a full register of our young people at Christ Church:
given the small number of children we have, it’s more vital than ever to keep track of just who they
are and what grade they are in. The task was
first begun to work out who was the right age
for a Confirmation class; but the improved
parental emailing list we now have is useful in
many other ways as well, for publicizing Youth
events generally – be it a special service, a
movie showing, etc. The Confirmation classes
got underway too: as I write, we have just had
a marvelous visit from Bishop Geralyn Wolf, a
special service with magnificent singing by the
Choir, at which four of our youngsters and one
adult were Confirmed. It coincided with the
140th anniversary of laying the cornerstone of
Confirmation-Reception Class of 2018
the current church building. Recently I held a
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series of classes for adults wishing to be
formally Received into the Episcopal
Church, and five of them were officially
welcomed into the Episcopal fold by the
Bishop on the same day.

the Harmony Heights program for girls.
Oyster Festival parking attendants, young
and not-so-young, raised thousands of dollars
last Fall, given away to support good causes
right here in our community.

Worship was another theme, and I spoke of
efforts not just to maintain but to keep
developing our offerings. Last year we had
an ‘Instructed Eucharist’ on one of our Youth
Sundays (explaining what happens as the
service unfolds, and what it means). We
added a few services on Summer Sunday
evenings, using the chants and ambiance of
the Christian community at Taizé in France;
they will be repeated this year. Likewise, the
ceremony of Remembrance on the Sunday of
Memorial Day Weekend, including silence
and the playing of Taps, will be repeated after
its successful debut in 2017. Also to be
carried forward is the All Souls’ Requiem
sung by the Choir (with instrumental
accompaniment), the informal Lent Eucharist
for youth, and the simple but well-supported
Thanksgiving Morning service.

Another task addressed this past year was
getting an overall picture of our Outreach
giving as a parish. It’s easy to think of this
solely as the grants made to worldwide and
domestic organizations sending a formal
application to the Grants Committee. But for
several years, in addition to those grants (and
in addition to funds raised by groups like St
Hilda’s Guild), very substantial amounts
have also been distributed from the Sylvia
Redington Fund, supporting the Youth and
Family Counseling Agency (YFCA),
providing scholarships to the Learning Tree
nursery school, and maintaining Sylvia’s
Garden, the community garden between the
Rectory and Sidney Street. Finally, our
Parish Hall is extensively and intentionally
used as a form of Outreach, seven days a
week, accommodating groups like the
Hispanic Cultural Center, the Camino de
Vida congregation, the Life Enrichment
Center’s ‘Daybreak’ program for mentally
frail elderly, and others.

Prayer and worship are never, of course, just
about themselves. As the great West doors
open at the end of the 10 o’clock service each
week, we are sent out into the world to make
a difference in the lives of others. In this
regard, hands-on participation in the
Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative
(HIHI) has remained strong, a joy to all who
take part. We are now also committed to
another opportunity for hands-on service, a
new Habitat for Humanity build in Suffolk
County. St Hilda’s Guild has done a mighty
work in raising funds for the historic
cemetery of Hood AME Zion church and for

We now have a clearer picture of the whole
of what we give, ‘here, there, and
everywhere.’ This has allowed us to take a
fresh look at the proportions of our giving,
and make a recalibration, one which is partly
forced on us by the fact that the Redington
Fund, an extremely generous benefaction,
has now been fully used up, as the donor
intended it to be. After many conversations
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with others, I made a recommendation to the Vestry, which
they approved, that in 2018, a larger proportion of what we
give from endowment will be focused on key local causes
– ‘Cornerstones in the Community’ – such as HIHI and the
YFCA (with whom we can develop more personal ties). A
proportionately smaller piece of the pie will go to
organizations
farther
afield,
domestically
and
internationally, through applications to the Grants
Committee. Such changes are always tricky, but we hope
this proves to be a good balance between our local
community and the wider world. Our aspiration is a
healthy level of giving, in line with Biblical principles of
the tithe, reflecting the blessing of our endowment, in a
way which will be sustainable over the long term. I’m
happy to explain the details to anyone wishing to learn
more about our Outreach giving, and also to hear from
those just wanting to get personally involved in hands-on
ways.

On May 6, we celebrated the 140th
Anniversary of Laying the Cornerstone

My main message on the day of the Annual Meeting was this: The State of the Parish is good,
thanks be to God. Christ Church is a truly caring Christian community where we work to meet the
challenge of being ‘a place of faith, hope, and uplifting worship, sharing Christ’s love and making
a difference in the world.’ Success in that endeavor is always incomplete: it’s a matter of continual
striving, with the help of God’s grace, never being satisfied until finally we are gathered into the
Kingdom.
In the meantime, we’re all here together in the midst of the work, and that is what being the church
on this earth is about.
In Christ’s love and service,

Michael
The church had a picnic and invited the whole community to come.
The pastor placed a basket of apples on one end of the table with a sign saying,
“Take only one apple, please. Remember, God is watching!”
On the other end of the table was a plate of cookies where one of the children put a
sign saying, “Take all the cookies you want! God is watching the apples!”
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The Wardens’ Corner
Vikki LoRusso & Tim Brown
“MY GOODNESS WE ARE AN ACTIVE PARISH!”
There is so much going on here to just jump in anywhere because we’re
all a part of the family. It is always wonderful to see people every week.
When we aren’t there, people wonder where we are in a loving way, just
like a family should be.
Have you checked out our website lately -- www.christchurchoysterbay.org? There is much
information and history, including some of Fr. Michael’s memorable sermons, always wonderful
reflections, beautiful choir selections, photos of parish events, contact information and links to
community affiliations.
We have exciting occasions to look forward to. Our musical events, always wonderful, thanks to
Michael Haigler and Elisa Dragotto, are many. We had a concert from Long Island Baroque on
Mother’s Day (a nice time to share with Mom!); The Christ Church Spring Gala will be on June 3,
The Oyster Bay Music Festival runs from June 23 through July 2, and more! Check our website
for dates and details.
I personally looked forward to our many May events. Bishop Geralyn Wolf visited on May 6 to
confirm and receive people into the Episcopal Church. On May 13, we celebrated all the moms in
our lives with a special Coffee Hour, hosted by the Men’s Fellowship group. Then the following
Monday, May 14, the community of churches in Oyster Bay gathered in our Parish Hall at 6:00 pm
as we hosted the Renie Harer Community Awards Dinner, to celebrate the contributions of selected
members of each church. Our own Betsy and Michael Bibla received the award from Christ Church
this year. After that, we have our June 10 parish picnic to enjoy being with each other.
When I think of my church, our church, which I do often, I cannot help to think of all the
tremendous work people do in so many ways, quietly and faithfully that make our parish thrive,
not just exist. It is all about teamwork! I am so thankful for all. Betsy Bibla and her team has
created the wonderful community garden. Dave Asher, Scott Treiber, and Ton Heijmen do
incredible work with the diocese on our behalf. Stephanie Augustine, organizing the teams for HIHI
as well as running the library for us in parish hall, is amazing. We have the best Coffee Hours
around thanks to Lynn Warner and her teams. Our church is so beautiful thanks to Denise Carney
and the Altar Guild teams and Hector’s contributions inside and out. Gene Pagano is incredible
with his organization and dedication of his lector squad. Martin Evans runs a taut ship with the
acolytes, even planning schedules from remote areas around the world! Eric Bergman teams the
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greeters up beautifully, along with Bill Denslow and his welcoming teams happily drawing in new
members. Michael Haigler and the talented choir are inspiring. Kathryn Cantanno and our Sunday
School faculty are so dedicated and appreciated. Our office crew really holds us on a steady path,
thank you always to Peggy Heijmen and Mary Sadler. Our dedicated Vestry who give so much of
themselves are a true gift. Weekly, being able to see our church friends is one of the greatest
treasures of all! Of course, none of this work could be done without the guidance of our great
blessing amongst us, Fr. Michael Piret. All of this in our church family is because of our love of
God, love of our church, and love of each other. We are so blessed.
This past week with the youth service reminded me how fast the time goes with our children. I
remember Laura Warner and Andi Holohan playing and dancing in the parish hall. Now they are
acolytes, torch bearers, bearers of the gifts, and reading so clearly and maturely. Look at how tall
Noah Augustine got overnight! He is a crew member and band member. Did you know he and
Steven LoRusso performed at Carnegie Hall last week? Look at Griff Evans dominating the debate
club arena! Matt Warner is so impressive when he reads, helps with the younger acolytes and is a
dignified crucifer. Seeing how big Parker and Finn Meyer got was shocking! Time flies! Seeing
all the kids more would be even more awesome.
Know you are always welcome at our Vestry meetings. They are informative and are for every
member of our congregation. We would love to see you there.
Thank you, Christ Church family, for all you do in so many ways.
Vikki LoRusso


Once again we find ourselves moving through the Easter season
with a flurry of activity to finish up the program year before we
head into summer. I would like to call your attention in particular
to the upcoming Annual Gala Concert. This is truly a showpiece
event that requires a lot of effort from a great many parishioners.
We really appreciate the support it receives generally but it
would be nice to see a stronger showing at the concert from our
own members. Fortunately, it is unlikely that Mother Nature will
be as disruptive to our events as she was during Lent. Holy Week
and the Easter celebrations were as inspiring and beautiful as
ever, even though served chilled! I hope you found meaning and
renewed commitment in these celebrations, but remember it is a journey rather than just an event.
We are a work in progress and be assured that we expect to be around to work on it again next year!
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My Easter inspiration this year comes from scripture at the point when the empty tomb was
discovered.
. . . [Mary Magdalen] turned around, and beheld Jesus standing there, and did not know that it
was Jesus. . . . Supposing Him to be the gardener . . . (John 20:14-15)
How could Mary not recognize Jesus? By all accounts she was faithful and never far from Him
(not something that could always be said of the disciples), and was a direct witness to His death. I
have heard it explained that this was because Jesus was too much changed by the Resurrection, but
that strikes me as more idealized than real. We normally see what we expect to see. The disciples,
followers, and family of Jesus had seen him die, were in deep mourning, had seen their hopes and
dreams utterly crushed. Regardless of what they may have been told beforehand, they did not expect
the Resurrection. We have the advantage of following the story and reenacting the events always
knowing, with certainty, how it will end, but it is a much different situation if to you that ending is
not just unexpected, but inconceivable and impossible (and probably terrifying). Can we really
imagine what it must have been like, out of the depths of despair and grief, to face what should be
(and normally is!) impossible? It is no wonder that Mary didn’t recognize Jesus until He spoke to
her. God may be blindingly obvious to us, or maybe we need help to see Him, but it is very easy,
without being stupid or stubborn, to only see the gardener.
Tim Brown


Dear Father Michael and Fellow Parishioners,

Thank you

Words seem inadequate for Regis and myself to express our
sincere gratitude for all your kindness shown to us during this
most difficult time in our lives as a result of the fire in our
home.

Your generosity was totally overwhelming. Offering your homes, gifts, hugs, prayers and
general concern were all greatly appreciated. We feel blessed to be part of such a caring
community of the Christ Church Family.
It is over three months since the fire and we still have not moved back into our home.
Decorating and construction have been time consuming and very stressful. Hopefully in a short
while we will be able to return while construction continues.
Again, our heartfelt thanks. God Bless,
Sonja and Regis Lake
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CCOB Investment Committee
Bill Denslow and Ton Heijmen
operates. Governance deals with a company’s
leadership, executive pay, audits, internal
controls and shareholder rights.

With the recent move of Kyle and Rachel
Pulling to the Carolinas, we lost our Chairman
of the Investment Committee and after a
number of discussions (and some “arm
twisting”) Bill Denslow agreed to chair this
committee. Other members include Father
Piret, Laura Dougherty, Ton Heijmen, Michael
Bibla, Peter Colgrove, and Priscilla Palmer.
Peter Robey, the Financial Director and longtime parishioner of CCOB (now moving to
Newport, RI) has resigned his membership. If
any of you has an interest in joining this
committee and has some financial background,
please let Bill or Father Michael know.

Currently, the CCOB’s endowment is managed
by three investment managers: Merrill Lynch,
Morgan Stanley, and the Long Island Diocese.
Besides this $11 million investment, we have
invested in a Listerine Royalty (value ca. $1.2
million) and in real estate that may be sold on
the market (e.g. South Street facility).
The Investment Committee meets quarterly and
reviews results with the managers and
recommends changes in the investment
strategies to the Vestry, e.g. changing the
stock/bonds ratios, changing investment
managers, reallocating funds between
managers.

We are in the process of reviewing the current
investment vehicles and strategies and in the
not too distant future will explain to the parish
our thoughts and make recommendations. The
Investment Committee is an advisory group.
The ultimate decision-making rests with the
elected Wardens and Vestry of CCOB.

Prudent investment decisions have served
CCOB very well and we owe a debt of gratitude
to prior committees. Our yearly draw for
church operations has normally been within the
4% maximum draw for operations mandated by
the church’s By-Laws, so we have been able to
maintain the principal at stable levels, except
for some of the major infrastructure
investments we had in recent years – South
Street, Rectory, and Sydney Street House.
Those capital investments are now behind us
and we must diligently manage our endowment
for future generations of CCOB parishioners.

One of the areas of further study is the recent
discussion about ESG investing: Environment,
Social and Corporate Governance Investing.
ESG criteria are a set of standards that socially
conscious investors use to screen and judge
investments. Environmental criteria look at
how a company performs as a steward of the
natural
environment.
Social
criteria
examine how
a
company
manages
relationships with its employees, suppliers,
customers and the communities where it
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Province 2 Synod
Ton Heijmen
The Episcopal Church is internally organized around
9 Provinces. Province 2 is the Province of the Diocese
of Long Island and Christ Church. It is also known as
the International Atlantic Province, since it includes
the dioceses of Haiti, the Virgin Islands and the
Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe.
The provinces coordinate ministries and share
resources with dioceses within the province. Prior to
the General Convention (GC), this year being held in
Austin, Texas in July, Province 2 meets in person to
explore the issues facing the GC, as well as to invite
new possibilities.
The Synod was held in Albany this past April, where
our delegates met to discuss the overall agenda at the General Convention (more about that on the
next page), including major issues such as sanctuaries, sex trafficking -- Unbind and Let Go,
Becoming a Beloved Community and Dalit Christians – Mission among the Marginalized.
In a video greeting to the Province 2 Synod, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry characterized the
Episcopal Church as the “Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement”. He also introduced the theme
of the 79th GC as “The Jesus Movement: Loving, Liberating and Life-giving.”
A General Convention orientation session was held and led by The Rev. Gay Jennings, President
House of Deputies, and the Rev. Canon Michael Barlowe, Executive Officer of the GC, as well as
presentations by the Pension Group and the Budget and Finance function.
If you have any questions and/or suggestions, please contact Ton Heijmen, an alternate to the
General Convention, and share your thoughts with him.
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General Convention (GC)
Ton Heijmen
The 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church will be held
in Austin, Texas July 5-13. This is the Episcopal Church’s highest
governing body and has many duties from legislative to Presiding
Bishop elections and is the culmination of many committees and
sub-committees who have worked diligently over the past three
years to prepare for discussions, decisions, and resolutions at the
GC itself. The Diocese of Long Island will send a delegation of 8
clergy and lay delegates as well as several alternates, of which I am
one. These delegates and alternates were elected during the Long
Island Diocesan convention held in recent years.
The General Convention has three important elements:




It is the governing body of the Episcopal Church and its bicameral legislature includes the
House of Deputies - more than 800 members, up to 4 clergy and 4 lay persons from each
diocese - and the House of Bishops, with over 300 active and retired bishops.
It is held every three years and the upcoming GC will have 9 legislative sessions.
The work includes adopting legislation of concern to the church; amending the Book of
Common Prayer (BCP) and the Constitution and the Canons of the Church; adopting a 3year budget and electing candidates for the various offices, boards and committees.

The motto of Austin, TX is “Keep Austin Weird” and that fits well with what Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry calls “Crazy Christians are Needed.”
The conference is more high tech this year – replacing the very heavy physical notebook binders
that delegates and bishops had to carry with Apple I-pads. These “virtual binders” will have all the
information available such as Canons, Journal, Blue Book, calendars, worship materials, and
materials supportive of the legislative processes. The main issues to be discussed and argued at the
GC are:






The State of the Episcopal Church
Structure and Governance, including Episcopacy and Cuba re-admission
Liturgy and the revision of the BCP, as well as Marriage Rites language
Social Justice, including #Me Too and Sex Trafficking
Money matters, socially responsible investments (ESG) and Church Pension Fund

For more information, please visit the GC website: GeneralConvention.org.
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CCOB Men’s Group February ‘Retreat’
Bill Denslow
On Sunday evening, February 4, the Christ Church Men’s Group met at Bill Denslow’s
home to examine the theological effectiveness of the Hail Mary pass, and to judge the
predictive powers of our Rector during the showing of the 52nd Super Bowl.
Twenty-five parishioners gathered to watch the effectiveness of Hail Mary and other
passes, of which there were a considerable number to evaluate. Most agreed that the
Eagles’ passes had more scientific and aerodynamic effectiveness than those of the Patriots
who relied more on theological and historical prowess to reach their goal.
Fr. Piret had forecast the outcome of the evening with his sermon that morning. With help
from the Book of Isaiah he quoted; “He gives power to the faint and strengthens the
powerless. Even youth will faint and be weary, and the youth will fall exhausted but those
who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like
eagles, they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.”
Ton Heijmen lost all faith that his
cherished Eagles would faint & be
weary, so he left for home before they
mounted up with wings and won the
game! However, Fr. Piret believed in
Isaiah and maintained his faith in the
youth of the Eagles and was rewarded
in the end by the final score of 41 to 33.
Sustained by pizza, CCOB parishioners watch Eagles vs. Patriots
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Sylvia’s Community Garden
Betsy Bibla
Started in 2013, the Community garden has
flourished as a peaceful spot for gardening and
friendship in Oyster Bay. Open to all interested
gardeners, the members apply yearly for a spot or
‘box’ in the garden. Vegetables, herbs and
flowers thrive in the rich soil, producing a bounty
for the members. After the boxes were built by a
group of dedicated parishioners, a local Boy
Scout troop constructed the Garden’s shed
(pictured below). The Boy Scouts are at it again
– this time an Eagle Scout project - under the
leadership of Kristofer Johnson, to build a
compost bin (completed) and a staircase to more
easily access the garden (still in planning stages). Their work truly enhances our garden.
The Community Garden is open to all members of the Oyster Bay community. Boxes are allocated
to interested parties. As part of the charter, the garden donates a minimum of 10% of the garden
crops to needy organizations. Members are expected to maintain their plot, attend intermittent
meetings to discuss upkeep and share ideas and participate in seasonal cleanups. The garden is open
7 days a week from dawn to dusk. Parking is in the Christ Church/Library parking lot.
There are still a few spots open for
interested gardeners. Please contact: Betsy
Bibla either by email at efbrla@aol.com or
by phone at 516 922-9556.
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Parish Spotlight
To get to know one another better, we have asked our parishioners to fill out a short
questionnaire to share with our parish family, answering questions such as what you like
to read, where you’ve traveled or, even what or who would you like to be! Questionnaires
are available at the back of the Church. Why not take one home and fill it out?
Virginia and Harry Slutter met, fell in love and
married almost 63 years ago at Christ Church!
They raised their three children in Oyster Bay,
all being baptized and confirmed at Christ
Church. They are blessed with 5 grandchildren
– most of whom have also been baptized at here.
Both Harry & Virginia are extremely active
members of Christ Church, participating in
various ministries, spanning decades, including
vestry, flower guild, wedding coordinator,
transition committees, St. Hilda’s Guild, and
buildings & grounds. If you ever have a
question about Christ Church – or Oyster Bay – seek them out. You will be amazed at what they
can tell you!
Tell us where you’ve lived.
Virginia:
Harry:
Locust Valley, Hicksville, Syosset, Oyster Bay
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland,
Korea, Syosset, Oyster Bay
What first brought you to Christ Church Oyster Bay, and when?
Virginia: Harry Slutter. In 1953.
Harry: Aunt Margaret Martin. In 1941.
What do you like best about Christ Church?
Virginia: The worship service, music, the
Harry: Worship service, music, the buildings &
congregation, choir & rector
grounds
What are some activities you enjoy and/or what is your favorite way to unwind
Virginia: Painting, sewing, gardening, feeding my Harry: I enjoy working around our home and
whole family on Christmas Eve, cooking. I property. I unwind in church on Sundays.
unwind at Beekman Beach.
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Who is the most famous person you have ever met?
Virginia: I saw Dwight Eisenhower here in Oyster Harry: In Korea I saw Dwight Eisenhower.
Bay campaigning for President.
What is your favorite passage in the Bible?
Virginia: “Come unto me all that travail and are Harry: The Lord’s Prayer and “Thou should not
heavy laden – for my yoke is easy, and my kill.”
burden is light.”

Virginia: Down Ampney

Virginia: Nurse

Your favorite hymn?
Harry: My Country Tis of Thee
What did you want to be when you grew up?
Harry: Had no idea.

If you could have only one book with you on a desert island (apart from the Bible), what
would it be? (b) One movie to watch? (c) One CD/album?
Virginia:
Harry:
Book: The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
Book: Iacocca: An Autobiography
Movie: Fantasia – Walt Disney
CD/Album: John Philip Sousa marches
CD/album: any one by Tchaikovsky
What is your favorite place for quiet reflection?
Virginia: Beekman Beach
Harry: Our rear yard
If you could have dinner with any person in the whole history of time (except for Jesus), who
would it be, and why?
Virginia: Harry Slutter. Because he is wonderful Harry: With my wife, Virginia
company.
In the past year, what was your most treasured experience at Christ Church?
Virginia: July 23, 2017. Our 62 anniversary,
Harry: July 23, 2017 in church for our 62
with all our children and grandchildren.
anniversary with all our family.
If you could be anything at all in God’s creation, other than human, what would it be?
Virginia: A dog in the Slutter’s house.
Harry: A fly on the White House wall – this year!
What has been your greatest blessing thus far and why?
Virginia:
Harry: Marrying Virginia – because I love her.
Marrying Harry Slutter – it gets better and better
each year we’re together.
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Youth Formation Program
Kathryn Cantanno, Director of Youth Formation
Youth Formation has continued to be busy during the late winter into the early spring.
On March 20th, we celebrated a weekday
Youth and Children’s Eucharist as we
prepared for Holy Week. After
celebrating the Eucharist at the side altar,
we enjoyed pizza and ice cream in the
Rectory. On Easter Sunday, a group of
children enjoyed our annual Easter Egg
Hunt after the 10 a.m. Eucharist. It was a
beautiful morning and the children had a
fun time!
On Sunday, April 29 we held the Spring
Youth Celebration at the 10 a.m.
Youth Group help with the Shrove Tuesday Celebrations.
Eucharist in which our youth participate
in all parts of the service. This was the second Youth Sunday celebration held since
September. It’s a nice time to encourage the youth in Christ Church to participate in the
service.
This spring, the focus for both Church School and Youth Group continues with the Old
Testament. We are using the Weaving God’s Promises Episcopal curriculum in addition to
the Godly Play curriculum in Church School. Both plans offer a nice array of resources
and suggested activities for teachers when planning lessons. Emails continue to be sent to
families weekly with reminders and updates about upcoming programs and events.
Families also receive a monthly calendar that highlights both Sunday morning plans and
other events that month.
Be sure to look at the Youth Formation May Calendar to see what will be coming up!
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Oyster Bay Main Street Association (OBMSA)
Ton Heijmen, OBMSA Board Member
The Oyster Bay Main Street Association was formed in 2001 with the purpose of improving OB’s
downtown area and making it more attractive to visitors, residents and businesses alike. It works
together with other civic organizations to achieve its mission, e.g. the Chamber of Commerce, the
Civic Association, Rotary and others.
The mission of the association is to create a healthy economy in an attractive hamlet, while
maintaining the downtown’s historic integrity. To do this they engage the public and private sectors
to revitalize the heart of Oyster Bay through responsible preservation, beautification, community
events, educational outreach, and business development.
Christ Church parishioner Henry Clark serves on the Board of Directors and Ton Heijmen is
secretary of the Executive Committee. The Board and Officers meet monthly and engage in
activities both visible to the residents and “behind the scenes”. It frequently meets with TOB elected
and administrative officials to make sure that plans and actions are understood and agreed upon.
Among its more visible activities are the hanging
flower baskets in the summer, the new street name
signs, Dancing in the Street evenings in July,
Halloween Parade with Raynham Hall, Townsend
Park renovation, Façade and Sign Grant Program,
and Holiday Ice Rink. Among the new activities
planned is opening up the grounds of the OB Post
Office for public use. The work will be done this
spring and will further enhance OB as a beautiful
place to live. In addition, the kiosks around town
will be renovated and enhanced this summer. Christ
Church received a $50,000 grant to assist in the
preservation of the outside of the Visiting Nurses
building with the help of OBMSA.
Come and enjoy the music and dancing on
Friday evenings this summer!

Last year OBMSA co-sponsored a marketing
project contest for OBEN High School students to
come up with implementable actions to make OB’s
downtown more attractive to its residents and
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teenagers. Many of their suggestions are in the
planning phase, e.g. changing the traffic
pattern in downtown and improving the
parking on Audrey Avenue. Importantly,
reducing the number of empty storefronts is a
major objective of the Association.

assistance in getting the permits necessary,
provision of customized market data and
offering business workshops.
OBMSA is expertly directed by Meredith
Maus, Executive Director and Sasha
Freedman, Project Manager. Offices are
located on Spring Street. Please visit their
website: www.OBMSA.org and become a
member or renew your membership. Please
support this important initiative to make
Oyster Bay an even better place to live and
work.

Behind the scenes, OBMSA is working with
potential new businesses to relocate to or start
in OB downtown. Some of the newer
businesses profiting from grants and
cooperation are 2 Spring, Southdown Coffee,
and Autentico. OBMSA technical assistance
offers new businesses location advice,



Concerts
Elisa Dragotto
Thank you to those who support the Concerts program. Because of your generosity, Christ Church
continues to be a place where beautiful music can be performed and heard.
I encourage you to come enjoy the wonderful, extraordinarily gifted groups
that perform in our Church: LI Baroque Ensemble (held on Mother’s Day,
May 13 at 3:00 pm), eVoco (Saturday, June 2 at 8:00 pm), and the Red
Door Chamber Players (Sunday, July 22 at 3:00 pm). Within these groups
are musicians who have performed in the great halls of New York City,
and you can hear them right here in Oyster Bay!
On Sunday, June 3, the Annual Spring Gala concert will take place. 2018
marks the centenary of Leonard Bernstein’s birth and we will honor him
with his Chichester Psalms for chorus and orchestra. It is a suite of Psalms
with a jazzy, contemporary sound, or as Bernstein said himself, “popular
in feeling.” It premiered at Philharmonic Hall to a sold out crowd. Mark
your calendars for June 3 at 4:00 pm, and please join us at Christ Church
for this dramatic, exciting concert.
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Spring Youth Sunday
David Sarles
April 29th was Spring Youth Sunday at
Christ Church, well represented by our
dedicated young people of all ages and
sizes. The Prelude, an oboe concerto by
Alessandro Marcello, played flawlessly by
Claudia Paolucci, focused us as we
gathered for worship. Acolytes Steven
LoRusso, and Parker and Finn Meyer, led
the adult and youth choir and Fr Piret in
the processional hymn. Lectors Steven
LoRusso and Sunday School teacher,
Nicole
O'Shea-Holohan
delivered
readings from the Acts of the Apostles and
the First Letter of John with conviction.
Intercessors
Laura
Warner,
Max
Marciano, and Andi Holohan, bracketed
by two tall teenagers Matthew Warner and
Noah Augustine (what are you guys
eating?) led the Prayers of the People
meaningfully. Singing in close harmony,
the Youth Choir offered "Give Ear to Me"
by Benedetto Marcello as an anthem. At
Communion, they sang "A Prayer of St.
Richard of Chichester," set as a beautiful
round by L. J. White.

guidance by our Director of Youth
Formation, Kathryn Cantanno and her
devoted teachers, and to have Michael
Haigler our Music Director, ably assisted
by Michelle Parsinski, to bring out the best
in their young voices. The devotion to
Christian education of all these makes us
proud. This is a wonderful place to be
together.
The littlest voice from the rear of the
church said it all. She sang out loud, "Go
up. Go up." She wanted to be a part of the
young worshipers up in the chancel. Me
too.

Our children are growing and have grown
into competent young ladies and
gentlemen. We are so grateful to have
them in our midst, and to have competent

You are welcome here, even if you stole my pew.
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Parish Life
We do enjoy fellowship and camaraderie here at Christ Church. Following are a few highlights of
winter and spring. If you have any pictures you’d like to share, please forward them to
office@christchurchoysterbay.org. To enjoy more pictures of our events, please go to our website:
christchurchoysterbay.org/parish life.
Through the Huntington Interfaith Homeless
Initiative (HIHI) Christ Church assists one Sunday a
month during the cold weather months (December
through March) to feed and shelter homeless men in
the Huntington area, with the goal of providing a
dignified experience for all.
Dozens of our
parishioners have taken part this season, preparing
over 180 meals -- dinner being served, and breakfast
and lunch prepared and bagged for the men to take
with them the next day. A special thanks goes out
to the Men’s Fellowship, who shared the burden of
the late evening and overnight shift.

The Annual Parish Meeting was
held on Sunday, March 4.
Annual Reports of the various
committees and guilds were
reviewed and discussed at the
luncheon. A big "thank you" to
Vikki LoRusso and Lynn Warner
for all their work in organizing
the luncheon; and a special
thank you to the guild and
committee members who work
hard all year for Christ Church.

Genna Andolfo casts her vote for
Vestry and Warden.

Thanks to all who helped organize and
clean-up after the luncheon.
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Mother Nature dealt us a few harsh blows during the winter months -- especially during
the Lenten season -- but it didn’t dampen our spirits as we celebrated Shrove Tuesday,
Palm Sunday, and our beautiful Holy Week and Easter traditions and services.
The Mens’ Fellowship and the Youth Group hosted our Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper in Parish Hall on February 13.

Hector shares kitchen duties with Tim Brown

Mike Bibla enjoys being creative with
the pancakes!

Good times were shared by all!
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It was a cold and wintery Palm Sunday
morning, as we gathered outside the
Rectory for the Blessing of the Palms.

Eagle Scout candidate Kristofer Johnson
helped to light the New Fire for the Easter
Vigil Service.

The 2018 Renie Harer Good Neighbor
Award was given to Mike and Betsy Bibla at
the Inter-religious Human Needs Council
Awards Dinner on May 14 in Parish Hall.

Mother’s Day was celebrated on Sunday,
May 13, with a special Coffee Hour,
hosted by the Men’s Fellowship Group,
Carnations & gift packages were given to
all the ladies of the Parish.
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Voice Mail From God
Most of us have learned to live with Voice Mail, as now a necessary part of our daily
lives. But have you ever wondered what it would be like if God decided to install voice
mail? Imagine praying and hearing the following:
Thank you for calling Heaven. Please select from one of the following options:
Press 1 for Requests
Press 2 for Thanksgiving
Press 3 for Complaints
Press 4 for all other inquiries
I am sorry, all of our angels and saints are busy helping other sinners right now. However,
your prayer is important to us and we will answer it in the order it was received. Please stay
on the line. If you would like to speak to:
God, press 1
Jesus, press 2
The Holy Spirit, press 3
If you would like to hear King David sing a Psalm while you are holding, press 4
To find a loved one that has been assigned to Heaven, press 5, then enter his or her Social
Security Number, followed by the pound sign. (If you get a negative response, please
hang up and try area code 666.)
For reservations at Heaven, please enter J-O-H-N, followed by the numbers 3-1-6.
For answers to nagging questions about dinosaurs, the age of the earth, life on other
planets, and where Noah’s Ark is, please wait until you arrive.
Our computers show that you have already prayed once today. Please hang up and try
again tomorrow.
This office is now closed for the weekend to observe a religious holiday. Please pray
again on Monday after 9:30 am.
If you are calling after hours and need emergency assistance, please contact your local
pastor.
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