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Updates 
Welcome to the Winter issue of the Compass.  This section of the Compass typically 

contains a listing of upcoming events to mark on your calendars.  We would be 

announcing our Shrove Tuesday/Mardi Gras party, the Lenten Series, the Annual Parish 

Meeting Luncheon, and Easter Schedule, to name a few.  For obvious reasons, we will not 

be hosting these events in Parish Hall in 2021, but all of these – and more – will be brought 

to you in a virtual manner as we continue to navigate the Covid world.  Please look out 

for announcements coming to you via email.   

 

 
 

During Lent the Church will be open for personal prayer between 11:30 am and 

12:30 pm every Wednesday, and those of us who are present at 12:00 noon will 

say the office of Noonday Prayer at that time together.  Social distancing will be 

preserved and masks will be worn for the safety of all. 

 

 
Peggy Heijmen, Editor: 

We wish you a happy, safe and 

healthy 2021.  With many of us 

still worshipping from home and 

with fewer reasons to come to 61 

East Main Street this past year, we 

hoped to get this edition of the 

Compass out even earlier in the 

New Year.  As you read through 

these pages, I think you’ll see that Christ Church remains 

a very busy place, maybe even more so during the 

pandemic, with fewer volunteers able to assist for social 

distancing reasons.  We are so lucky that we have a 

dedicated staff, ready to fill this gap and step in as 

required.  The office hours may be limited, but the staff 

is working every day, together from a distance, to ensure 

Christ Church continues to flourish.  We hope you enjoy 
this issue of the Compass.  If not, offer up your criticisms 

in a silent prayer and talk to us privately! 
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From the Rector - “Are we halfway yet?”    
When I was young, we took exactly the same family vacation 

every year.  Every summer, my parents, sisters and brother 

and I, all piled into a station wagon – with some games, 

maybe a book and a pillow or two – to make the trip from 

Buffalo to Mount Carmel, Illinois.  That was where our 

grandparents lived: in the small white house on Mulberry 

Street where my mother had grown up.  We would stay for 

about two weeks.  Mount Carmel is in the southern part of 

Illinois, where the culture truly does start to feel Southern.  

When we spoke, people at the corner store would tell us that 

we had “an accent” – when of course we knew that they were the ones who had an accent, not us.  

This was underscored by their use of quaint phrases like “I reckon,” and the perky local greeting, 

“How do?”  (Reply: “Fair-to-middlin’”)  

It was a 724-mile journey, spread over the course of two days, except for the crazy year when Dad 

wanted to tackle it in a single day, a brave experiment which was not repeated.  It was always the 

same basic route: Interstate 90 from Buffalo to Cleveland, then the I-71 to the Columbus bypass, 

then I-70 to Richmond, Indiana, past Indianapolis, towards Terre Haute, and eventually due south 

on smaller roads, ruler-straight, through places with names like Farmersburg and Standard.  The 

smaller roads passed through endless fields of corn, which constituted pretty much the sum total of 

what might have been called the scenery.  The amount of time we spent in Ohio alone gave us a 

sense of what eternity is like.  

Three things kept us going.  First was the excitement of staying in a motel for one night, with 

luxuries like an ice machine in the corridor, air conditioning, maybe a pool.  One year we stayed in 

a motel that had a miniature putting green, though I seem to recall that my father was not too happy 

with the cost.  The second thing that kept us going was a 

chain of franchise shops called Stuckey’s.  The company 

had hundreds of shops along the interstate highways in 

those days, each one featuring – apart from the essential 

restrooms – its own filling station, drinks and other treats, 

pecan confectionery (a specialty), lots of tacky souvenirs, 

and cheap, simple toys.  A child’s paradise.  If I had my 

way, the journey would have taken a week because we 

would have stopped at every Stuckey’s on the route.  You 

could never miss one either, because the billboards 

would start to appear about 20 miles away.  Upon 
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sighting the first one, I would shout “Stuckey’s!” – which must have been bothersome to my father, 

who wanted to keep making good time on the long journey.  Another billboard would indicate 15 

miles, then 12, 10, 5 ... the excitement would grow ... ONE MILE.  Then the last billboard: “NEXT 

EXIT - 200 yards!”  

The third thing that kept us going was the memory of happy times spent in Mount Carmel in 

previous years.  The loving embrace of our grandmother, spending time with our grandfather, fresh 

blueberries from the back yard, huge meals for which we gathered around the dining-room table 

every day at lunchtime.  And there was the old-time charm of Mulberry Street, which was paved 

with brick in those days.  Down the street was an arched railway bridge, and sometimes, if you 

heard the whistle of a freight train and ran to the bridge fast enough, you could see the train pass 

beneath.  The conductor might wave back to you and blow the whistle again, if you were really 

lucky.  

We were kept going on that long journey by those occasional blessings along the way – the novelty 

of a motel, and Stuckey’s – and by good memories, reminding us of where we were headed, and 

what awaited us at the end of the road.  

Granted, there is a big difference between 724 miles in a car, and a pandemic extending over the 

course of a year and more.  But still, the long, seemingly endless time of waiting we are currently 

dealing with because of Covid-19 reminds me somehow of being a young traveller on those 

seemingly endless roads, all those hazy summers ago ... having no control whatever over the length 

of the journey, and only an incomplete grasp of how long it will last – always wanting to ask, “Are 

we halfway yet?”  

It looks as if we are “halfway” 

at least – thank goodness.  

Gradually, some members of 

our congregation are starting to 

get their vaccines, and we can 

reasonably hope that many more 

will get them soon.  It is also fair 

to hope that accordingly, 

sometime this year restrictions  

can be eased on numbers in 

attendance at services, on 

singing and gatherings such as 

Coffee Hour and Parish 

Breakfast – and a gradual return 

to the routines we have loved 2021 Church Pension Group 
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and missed for such a long time, among them just the chance to be together in person without 

worrying!  

Knowing that there is still a long road ahead, and that we need things to keep us going, my own 

thoughts keep coming back to those vacation journeys of long ago.  Now, even amid a pandemic, 

there are many blessings of all different kinds, which can bring us encouragement along the way.  

It is good and uplifting for us to notice them when they come, to make a point of thanking God for 

each blessing every day.  We can “refresh and refuel” by keeping our prayer lives in good shape, 

sharing our burdens and cares with our Heavenly Father.  And fortunately we all have plenty of 

good memories of Christ Church life to remind us of where we are headed and what awaits us at 

the end of the road, memories of happy gatherings and times of fellowship which will come into 

their own again, before too much longer.  Let’s keep those memories alive and well, because they 

can help sustain us as we await our return to the real thing. My prayer for us all is that we’ll be 

carried through the rest of this long journey, counting our blessings every day, and keeping our 

“eyes on the prize” of the joy that will be ours, when we can be properly and fully together again.   

Until then, may God keep us close to each other in spirit, prayer, and friendship – giving us the 

encouragement we need to stay on course, as we move forward from day to day!   

In Christ’s love and service,  

Father Michael   

 

 
 

 

Starting to Open Some of Our Doors Again 

Vikki LoRusso, Warden  

Being a support to our community and being a home base to some 

groups who provide much needed services to people has been an 

important part of who we are here at Christ Church.  We are so fortunate 

to have a strong campus with a beautiful building that is able to provide 

space to accommodate their needs.  These regular groups include 

Alcoholics Anonymous, Iglesia Camino de Vida,  Daybreak Senior 

Program, and the Learning Tree Nursery School.  We also have been 

able to offer space for lectures to the Theodore Roosevelt Association, 

and of course our own weekly parish breakfasts, coffee hours, Sunday 

School, and other meetings as well.  Due to the Governor’s general shut 
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down of all “non-essential” businesses, these organizations had to cease meeting in person, just as 

we could not worship in person and held on-line services for several months.     

It was with a very heavy heart that we had to close the doors of Parish Hall to all of these groups, 

as well as our own beloved church because of the COVID pandemic last March.   

So, as the title of this article hints at, are we starting to open our doors again?  The short answer is 

yes.  The longer answer is, to a degree.  With tremendous efforts and safety protocols in place, we 

now have two Holy Eucharists each Sunday, which are recorded and made available to anyone not 

yet returning to worship in person.  The services are definitely different than pre-Covid, namely 

pre-registration, less people in the pews, Communion in the form of Bread only, and no 

congregational singing, yet these precautions are presently necessary for the safety of all. However, 

yes, the doors are open, and there is a ray of light shining through! 

So now the next doors we are starting to open are those of the Parish Hall.  Safety being our top 

priority, the Vestry appointed a Reopening Committee to review the needs of our various tenants.  

The Reopening Committee recommended bringing only one organization back at a time to work 

out any kinks and to pave the way for others to follow.  Since schools have had to implement 

incredibly thorough safety protocols to reopen, the Learning Tree seemed the most obvious place 

to start.   

We reviewed state and local regulations and safety protocols in regards to schools.  Additionally, 

the Learning Tree (under the supervision of their director, our own 

Christ Church member, Diane Barrios) did the same and 

implemented those and their own additional safety protocols. We 

installed air quality safety units to the area, namely ultraviolet 

lighting and HEPA filters.  We also are installing a small fence in 

the back of the parish hall so they have a safe outdoor play area that 

can accommodate the social distancing necessary for the protocols.  

We are happy to announce that the Learning Tree has returned to 

their home in Parish Hall as of January 20. 

Slowly, we hope we will return to some form of normalcy.  It is a 

welcome sight to see people in the church and children in the Parish 

Hall.  That glimmer of hope will grow.  

Stay tuned! 
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From the Music Director 
Michael Haigler 

Hello everyone!  I’ve been asked to share a bit about what life has been 

like for the choirs of Christ Church during the past few months, during 

which we have not been able to meet in person.  It is surreal, of course, for 

things that are uniquely social to suddenly become socially distant. This is 

certainly true for church choirs, as well as nearly every other ensemble 

endeavor. Thankfully, technology has given us two incredibly useful tools. 

The first will be known to almost everyone: the Zoom meeting. The Adult 

Choir has been meeting weekly to keep in contact, share prayer requests, 

and otherwise wish each other well in these unusual times. 

The second is the ability to do virtual choir videos, which hopefully most of you will have seen. 

The Adult and Treble Choirs have now put out over a dozen virtual pieces of music.  They are both 

lots of fun and lots of work! 

It is almost supernatural to watch people, while still in their own homes, singing together in 

harmony. But it isn’t as magical as it may seem, as no one is actually ever singing live along with 

anyone else. Instead, I first assemble a “timing video” of me conducting, with sheet music on the 

screen, and the sound of a piano playing the choir parts. (Often my wife Arielle plays the piano; 

sometimes I record it myself.) 

The next step is to send that timing video out to the choir members, usually via a private YouTube 

link and they record themselves singing their part while watching the video. It’s worth mentioning 

how different, and difficult, it is for the choir members to sing without being able to hear each 

other. That’s not normally what singing in a 

choir is like, and they often re-record several 

times before they are satisfied with the 

results.  After they are finished recording, 

each choir member uploads their video to a 

Dropbox link, and then the real work begins. 

We assemble the choir videos, carefully 

aligning them with each other, and position 

them on the screen, Brady-Bunch-style. Siân 

Piret has done the lion’s share of this work, 

and I am so thankful for her Herculean 

efforts! Together she and I do some finer editing, shifting individual notes earlier or later, and 

generally doing what we can to make it sound right. 
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Lastly, the finished video is uploaded to our website so that everyone, including the choir members, 

can finally see it. So the final product is great, but getting there takes much coordination, 

cooperation and work!   

Thanks again to Siân Piret and our fine section leaders for going above and beyond the usual call 

of duty, and to all the singers who have lent their voices in praise during these times. 

Love to you all, and I look forward to finally making music again together, in the not-so(cially)-

distant future! 

 
 

“Forgotten but not Lost” – another Oliver Smith 

window returns to Church!   
Michael Piret 

In the Parish Office there is a collection of extracts from an old printed leaflet known as Christ 

Church Confidences.  It was a kind of miniature bulletin supplying the congregation with weekly 

church news.  The extracts in this particular collection all have to do with the installation of Oliver 

Smith’s stained glass windows in the 1920s and 30s, and they were all written by the Reverend 

George Talmage, Rector at that time.   

In 1926, Talmage wrote about the installation of the window depicting St John the Baptist: a 

window we know and love, which is to be seen in the southwest corner of the narthex, beside the 

Verger’s cupboard.  

A couple of years ago when I first read Talmage’s description of that 

window, I was puzzled by what came next: “Instead of one window 

we have two,” Talmage wrote.  He went on to describe a mysterious 

“second window,” showing the Conversion of St Paul on the road to 

Damascus, featuring a sword and a book (customary symbols of the 

Apostle), and completed by an image of Paul preaching in a 

synagogue.  I wrote in the margin, “Where’s this?”  

It turns out to have been carefully stored in a wooden box in the 

church basement.  This strange turn of events came about because of 

a slight redesign of the entrance to Christ Church which was made in 

the restoration work of the early 1990s.  These days when we enter 
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the church, we walk through the outer doorway and instantly turn left, through an inner doorway.  

But previously, a left turn could not have been made because on the left, according to an old 

architectural drawing, there was a wall with a window in it.  To enter church one would have 

continued straight ahead, through a different, original interior door which opened out through the 

wall behind the last pew on the right-hand side of church.  That old doorway is now gone, but if 

you look very closely you can still trace its ghostly outline, behind three family plaques on the back 

wall of what is now the “Roosevelt corner.”  

That redesign of the entrance meant that the window commemorating St Paul was displaced from 

its setting, by the new interior doorway which we use today.  

Records indicate that it was boxed up and put into storage 

around 1993, in hope that it could be used “at a later date.”  

We are excited to say that the “later date” has come!  Hector 

having extracted it from the basement, the window 

commemorating St Paul was beautifully restored by the Botti 

Studio of Architectural Arts – who have restored all of our 

stained-glass windows over the past two years – and it has a 

new home.  It is now mounted in an elegant, illuminated 

wooden frame, a lightbox, on the inner back wall of the nave 

of the church.  It looks magnificent, and special thanks are due 

to Fred Bauerschmidt for designing the lightbox, having it 

crafted in his studio, and mounting it on the wall with help 

from Hector.  

 

And what of the stained-glass windows generally?  

Those who have not been in church lately and do not follow such things as Facebook or Instagram 

will be delighted to learn that almost all of our impeccably restored Oliver Smith windows have 

now returned to church, in all their glory.  Only two small roundel windows have yet to be put back 

in place, and then the job will be finished.    

I will always remember my telephone interview with the Search Committee back in 2015, when 

one of its members – it would have been Mike Bibla or Bill Denslow – said a few words about 

Christ Church’s plans to restore the stained-glass windows, and added, “That’ll be your first job.”  

General laughter followed on the other end of the call.  Words are insufficient to describe the tireless 

leadership and investment of time and energy in this project by Bill and Mike, which included field 

trips to distant places to visit studios and examine specimens of various bidders’ craftsmanship.  

Bill’s role as organizational guru of the whole undertaking – “from soup to nuts,” as he would put 

it – has been hugely painstaking and thorough, from soliciting and gathering bids at the outset, to 

supervising the repainting of the church walls when it was all over.  (I found it impossible to steer 
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Bill away from climbing ladders to experiment with poultices and clean the stonework, trying to 

do half the job himself!)  Scott Treiber had the absolute Midas touch in overseeing our fundraising, 

which was successful far beyond expectation, and we benefitted greatly from the labors of his friend 

Sean Phillips in this regard also.  Fred Bauerschmidt and Artie Johnson were unstintingly generous 

with their time and expertise over the long haul, as were Helen Crosson and Ellen Nicoll in the 

earliest days of the project.  It was a team effort, one which leaves these precious windows in superb 

condition, protected from the elements by vented exterior glazing, and ready to inspire future 

generations with their beauty, God willing, for centuries to come.  

The pandemic has, of course, put formal celebrations on hold, but when the time is ripe for bigger 

gatherings and merrymaking, we’ll hold an event in church, probably a celebratory Evensong, to 

mark the successful completion of this work.  A musical composition was commissioned for our 

Choir at the end of 2019 to celebrate the occasion.  It was finished about a year ago, though it has 

never yet been heard – a setting by the English composer Grayston Ives, of a poem by George 

Herbert, entitled “The Windows.”  We look forward to its long-awaited première as part of the 

festivities!  

While we await that happy day, whenever it comes, I will be delighted to open up the church for a 

walk-through with anyone who is not currently attending, but would like to look at the newly 

restored windows.  Just let me know by email or phone.   
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Youth Formation 
Kathryn Cantanno 
 

Our 2019-2020 school year had a sad ending in June without our usual 

end of the school year events. We all hoped and prayed that the 2020-

2021 school year would begin with some of Christ Church’s much-loved 

traditions. Sadly, we didn’t, but we nonetheless found ways to remain 

connected with each other, which we learned has been a wonderful 

blessing. 

 

 

Youth Formation got off to a great start in September with a re-

vamped Blessing of the Backpacks. For the first time, we chose a 

theme for our Blessing of the Backpacks event -- Start Your 

Engines! Families drove up onto the church grounds with all 

backpacks, laptops, etc. in their trunks. While family members 

stayed in their cars, Fr. Piret blessed the people and items in each 

car and placed goodie bags in the trunks which included a Barnes 

& Noble gift card, pencils, erasers, etc. for each child in the 

family. 

Later that month, some of the children in Church School 

completed a craft that has a facial photo on a life-sized body made 

from poster paper. We did this so that our Church School children 

could be present in church even though Church School isn’t 

permitted to resume in person until the Diocese reaches Phase D 

of their re-opening plans.  Our craft kids currently sit near the 

Roosevelt pews. Crafts and Church School activities are left in 

those pews for families to pick up after services to be completed 

at home. 

 

On October 30, our annual All Hallows’ Eve tradition was reimagined as a virtual event. Although 

we missed being together for the service and the pizza party that always followed, it was fun to 

watch Andi and Max from Church School participate as readers! Our talented Treble Choir 

members submitted their vocal parts along with a dramatic organ accompaniment by Michael 

Haigler. Siân pre-taped Fr. Piret’s contributions to the service and then used her magical editing 

talents to create our first virtual All Hallows’ Eve event using all of the contributions from our 

talented participants. 
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In November, Andi and Max took time to pre-

tape a special reading. They read from an 

account dated October 1621 of what has come 

to be thought of as the “first” Thanksgiving. 

Their participation, along with their family 

members who took the time to video tape them, 

helped Fr Piret create a virtual Thanksgiving 

Prayer Service.  

 

Even during a pandemic, November and 

December were very busy months in Youth 

Formation. This year, that time was used to 

gather videos and photos from past pageants 

along with some new readings and vocal 

submissions, to create a Virtual Christmas 

Pageant. Once again, Siân truly outdid herself 

when she created this year’s Pageant. On 

Christmas Eve, the link to our Pageant went 

“live” at 4 p.m., which is the same time it 

would have taken place in person. We are so 

grateful for Fr. Michael, Siân, Michael Haigler, 

Peggy, Hector and all of the families who 

helped make this reimagined event a success 

this year. 

 

We’re hoping that more “craft children” will 

soon join their classmates in the church! As 

this school year continues to move ahead, we 

plan to continue to offer activities and crafts 

that will be emailed and left in the church to be 

picked up on Sundays at the end of services. 

Please watch for emails to stay up to date on 

what is happening! 

 

Many thanks to all of the Christ Church 

employees, families and members of the 

Church. Without the communal effort that 

we’ve been so blessed to have at Christ 

Church, this challenging time would have been 

insurmountable. Hopefully 2021 will be a year 

of health, peace and happiness for  

all.

 

 

 

During the time that the Parish Hall has been closed to the congregation, two 
Eagle Scout projects have been in the works.  Alex and Aidan Cantanno from 
Troop 690 (Kathryn’s twins) have been hard at work creating a Parish 
Game/Meeting Room and a Youth Formation Meeting/Activity Room.  Both 
rooms will be finished by the end of February.  The newly purposed rooms will be 
great additions to Parish Hall.  We are all looking forward to the re-opening of 
Parish Hall and for everyone to enjoy these new spaces!   
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Outreach in the time of Covid 
Peggy Heijmen 

Normally our parish is involved in various fundraising events for local charities, i.e., parking for 

the Oyster Festival weekend, St. Hilda’s bake & soup sales, potluck dinners, special collection at 

the Annual Christmas Pageant and more.  With the cancellation of these in-person events, 

imagination and “elbow grease” was needed to transform them into enjoyable virtual happenings.  

Starting us off was St. Hilda’s Zoom Trivia Night Fund Raiser.  Kudos to Siân Piret for her 

brilliant questions and flawless em-ceeing!  Not only was the evening lots of fun, it raised over 

$700.00 for local causes.   

Under the umbrella of the Inter-religious Human Needs Council, of which Christ Church is a 

member, we participated in their Thanksgiving Food Drive.  Christ Church parishioners dropped 

off their food donations to the Silvari Center at St. Dominic’s the week prior to Thanksgiving.   

 

 
Mr. Charles Dickens wouldn’t allow a pandemic 

to interfere with the reading of his celebrated story, 

“A Christmas Carol.” Using thoroughly modern 

virtual communication direct from his cozy study 

in London, this annual fundraiser collected $1,625 

for the Interfaith Nutrition Network (INN), an 

organization dedicated to serving hungry and 

homeless Long Islanders since 1983.   

 

The Adopt a Family Christmas Campaign faced its 

own challenges this year.  When Ingrid Morales of the 

Youth & Family Counseling Agency approached Shari 

Dembowski and Peggy Heijmen about moving forward 

with the Campaign – the reply was a unanimous 

“absolutely”!   But how to reach our congregation when so 

many are still worshipping from their homes?  How do we 

get the gift tags to our parishioners?     

A few conversations later, the Parish Hall bulletin board 

was festively decorated by Hector, the gift tags of the 

families were all pinned up, and after Sunday services on 

November 29, our in-person church worshippers waited on 
Adopt a Family gifts fill St. Hilda's Room! 
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line, down the lane outside of Parish Hall, to pick their family tags.  The remaining gift tags were 

listed on our website, and email notifications were “blasted” out to the congregation.  With some 

fast, behind the scenes action by Peggy & Shari, no gift tags were “double-dipped,” and each one 

was claimed.  Thank you to all who helped make Christmas brighter for so many during this very 

difficult year.   

Long Island Cares Food Drive 
Tony Barton 

Thank you to all who contributed to the food drive for Long Island 

Cares on Sunday, January 10, 2021.  With your help, five large 

cartons, provided by LI Cares, were filled with donations.  A great 

success!  LI Cares provides food and services to more than 370 

community member agencies, such as food pantries, emergency 

shelters, disability organizations, and veteran service 

programs. Your donations of food, school supplies, personal care 

items, household goods, and baby care products are all especially 

appreciated in these times of Covid 19, when so many individuals 

and families are struggling to feed themselves. Food insecurity 

continues to be a severe problem on Long Island. 

 

 

 

Christ Church and the Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative (‘HIHI’) 
Ann Miles  

HIHI, an initiative of the Family Service League which operates 

across Long Island, offers homeless individuals in Huntington a 

safe, warm place to spend the night during the winter months.  

Due to Covid-19, HIHI is operating as a single-site shelter this 

winter at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church’s Olson Hall in Huntington 

Station. They have opened their space to safely welcome 

homeless men from the community each night, Dec 1 - March 

31. Two dozen area congregations and synagogues partner with 

Gloria Dei and the Family Service League to provide this 

essential ministry.  Instead of meeting at the shelter to cook a 

meal for the gentlemen, the volunteers prepare three bag meals at 

their own homes (breakfast, lunch, and dinner).  The meals are 
Peter Colgrove dropping off the 

bagged meals at Gloria Dei. 

Tony Barton & Liz Burke at Parish Hall 
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left in a special cooler at Gloria Dei, where they are distributed to the men when they come to spend 

the night.  

 

This year Christ Church is responsible for preparing meals for four Sundays: December 27 (2020), 

January 24, February 28, and March 28.  We have an enthusiastic group of volunteers including 

Suzanne Siple, Andrew Garnett, Liz Burke, Tony Barton, Carrie Schmermund, Michelle Parsinski, 

Dan and Debbie McGee, Andrea, Wayne and Max Carlsen, Eric and Rima Bergman, Michael and 

Sian Piret, Peter Colgrove and Ann Miles.  We are incredibly pleased to be carrying on the work 

that was started by Bruce Andolfo, continued by Stephanie Augustine and her family and so many 

other Christ Church parishioners. 

 

During this time when the weather is cold and we know that people need shelter and food, it is a 

privilege for us to be of help.  Thanks to all who are participating in this work! 

 

If you would like to lend a helping hand this winter, please contact please contact Ann Miles at  

ajohnmiles@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Outreach Grants Committee 

In 2020, the Vestry allocated $24,500 to the Outreach Grants Committee to support ministries 

worldwide.  These organizations submit a grant application to Christ Church and must undergo 

a thorough vetting by Adam Kimmick, Chairman of the Outreach Grants Committee, before 

their application can be considered by the overall Committee.  This year, only four applications 

were received, and of the four, three applications could not pass our vetting process.  The fourth 

applicant, El Hogar, an organization Christ Church supported in the past, requested a grant of 

$8,000.   

The Grants Committee felt it especially important this year to meet our outreach commitments 

and recommended to the Vestry that the remaining $16,500 be used to support known 

organizations which have not sent us a formal application.  The Vestry unanimously agreed and 

allocated the funds as follows:  $4,125 to Youth and Family Counseling, since we would 

ordinarily give them offertory money from the Christmas Pageant; $4,125 to HIHI, which is 

much more expensive to run this year because of Covid; $4,125 to Episcopal Relief and 

Development; $4,125 to Episcopal Ministries of Long Island Covid-19 Frontline Fund; and 

$8,000 to El Hogar in Honduras to further their mission of youth education. 

mailto:ajohnmiles@gmail.com
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Parish Life 
Peggy Heijmen 

 
We’ve heard parishioners lamenting – we miss our Church family!  We miss the fellowship!  We 

miss getting together!  And we agree – our Church life has changed dramatically over the past ten 

months, along with every other aspect of our daily lives.  At Christ Church, we are striving to stay 

as connected as possible with our extended family.  Your ideas are very welcome!   The following 

is a brief recap of our Parish Life during the pandemic.   

 

The New Order – Virtual Events!  

During the dark days in the very beginning of the outbreak, when Governor Cuomo ordered a 

general lock-down of all activities, Bishop Provenzano assembled a task force which produced 

guidelines for the parishes of the LI Diocese to operate under during this time.  In line with NY 

State orders, Phase One of these guidelines suspended in-person church services and closed all 

activities in Parish Hall.  This affected not only our own use of the building, but also the Learning 

Tree, Camino de Vida, Alcoholics Anonymous and Day Break.   

 

How do we stay in touch with everyone when we were all cut off 

from everything familiar? Technology was an easy answer – 

except not everyone in our parish is comfortable with it.  

Therefore, we assembled an “in-reach” committee to make 

contact by phone with individuals not fluent with emails or using 

our website -- in-reach that was especially vital in the earliest 

phase of the pandemic.   We used our email blast system more 

frequently than ever – initially distributing Fr. Piret’s Prayer 

Time videos and encouraging messages, then as a means to 

distribute updates from the Diocese, and to invite you to attend 

our virtual get togethers.  The first of these was our Zoom Coffee 

Hours on Sunday mornings at approximately 11:30 am, and for 

a few months, Zoom Parish Breakfast a bit later on.  By 

“zooming” in to see one another in our homes, we felt a 

connection to our Church family.  At a distance of course – but it 

was something.  We used themes, such as Mother’s Day, Church 

picnics, books, movies, favorite vacations, first cars, and many others, to engage one another in 

what could be an unfamiliar and uncomfortable environment.  We shared our feelings, sad times, 

good news, and most importantly, actually laughed together.   
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Utilizing technology we couldn’t have imagined 10 years ago, and with a little help from YouTube 

Premiere Events, we were able to enjoy most of our favorite holiday traditions virtually:  All 

Hallows’ Eve, Lessons & Carols, Charles Dickens, the Christmas Pageant, and most recently, the 

Candlemas Choral Evensong.   

Always happy to have a reason to sing “together,” our dedicated choirs, both treble and adult,  

recorded about 12 new pieces from their own homes.  Each audio file has been used as an Anthem 

in our in-person church services and all are available on our website.  The Lessons & Carols video 

has been viewed over 300 times!    

 

The last virtual event of 2020 – but certainly not 

the least – was our beloved Christmas Pageant, 

which contains scenes of “Pageants Past,” along 

with newly recorded music and readings 

straight from parishioners’ homes.   

 

Early January 2021 we met by Zoom for a 

holiday chat on Twelfth Night.  We may have 

missed the feast that always awaits us at the 

Rectory, but we certainly enjoyed the 

camaraderie and sharing holiday stories and best wishes for the New Year.  

 

Our virtual Candlemas Choral Evensong on February 7 was a beautiful event which premiered 

on YouTube at 4:00 pm.  This wonderful service combined past choral recordings with new 

readings and two brand-new choir recordings.  If you missed it, please visit our website at 

www.christchurchoysterbay.org/worship/video-services. 

 

 

  

If you’ve missed any of our virtual Choir Videos, or would enjoy 
hearing them again, please visit our website at  

www.christchurchoysterbay.org/music/virtual-choir 

http://www.christchurchoysterbay.org/music/virtual-choir
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In Person Happenings  

In addition to the Virtual get togethers, the Church 

was active with “in-person” happenings as well.  

 

Kicking off the 2020-2021 season, Church school 

families were invited to a special drive-through 

Blessing of the Backpacks.  “Start Your Engines!” 

was the theme, as families drove their vehicles, with 

backpacks and other devices in the trunks, up the 

church lane and stopped in front of the Rectory.  Fr. 

Piret blessed each vehicle and placed a gift from the 

Church School in the trunk.  

 

 

On a beautiful sunny day in October, the Blessing of the 

Pets was celebrated at an outdoors service on St. 

Francis’ Day.  The pandemic highlighted how important 

animals are to our daily lives, as many people visited 

their local shelters and brought home new members of 

the family.  Fergus Piret offered the sermon, with Fr. 

Piret’s assistance, and parishioners were so pleased to 

be able to come to Christ Church and have their beloved 

pets receive a special blessing.   

 

 

 

 

 

Aspiring Eagle Scout William Capone of Boy Scout Troop 

299 didn’t let the pandemic stand in the way of his Scout’s 

oath to “help other people at all times” and organized a gently-

used shoe drive.  With your help, William was able to collect 

over 1,000 pairs of shoes to be distributed to those in need 

across Long Island!  
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It’s a boy & a girl!  Andrew & Lauren Garnett 

announced the birth of their beautiful twins, 

Miles and Scarlett, born on September 9.  A 

former Roman Catholic priest, who joined our 

congregation in July, Andrew is being 

supported by Christ Church as he begins the 

process of asking Bishop Provenzano to 

receive his Orders into the Episcopal Church. 

We look forward to welcoming the twins in 

Church one day soon! 

On Saturday, December 12th at the 

Cathedral, John Hunt, a son of this Parish, 

was ordained by Bishop Provenzano as 

Deacon.  Since then, John has assisted Fr. 

Piret at our Holy Eucharist services and has 

officiated at Morning Prayer.  This Lent, he 

will be leading an online Bible study for 

Christ Church on the Book of Job. 

On Sunday, February 14, parishioners were 

treated to a sweet treat at our first-ever 

Valentine’s Day Drive-Thru! 

Yes, it has been a difficult time.  But 

through it all, Christ Church remains a 

strong force within our community and 

within our hearts.   
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