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From the Rector  
As I write, something important and rare is taking place in 

the life of the worldwide church, at least for Episcopalians 

like us.  It’s the Lambeth Conference in England, the first 

since 2008, concluding on August 7th.  Attending from our 

own Diocese are Bishop Provenzano, Bishop Wolf, and 

Bishop Franklin, who was here for our Confirmation service 

in June.   

If you ask, “What is the Lambeth Conference, and why 

should I care about it?” - this article is for you.   

The Lambeth Conference is an international gathering of 

Anglican bishops, convened by the Archbishop of Canterbury.  It’s taken place every ten years 

(more or less), since the first such gathering in 1867.  It may seem strange that a conference hosted 

by the Archbishop of Canterbury should be held at Lambeth, which is 60 miles from Canterbury.  

But Lambeth has been the official London residence of Archbishops of Canterbury for about 800 

years.  Lambeth Conferences include events not just at Lambeth, but in Canterbury itself, at the 

Cathedral (the mother church for Anglicans worldwide) and at the University of Kent in 

Canterbury, where the bishops are accommodated.  

The aim is to support and inspire bishops in their ministries, with their counterparts from all over 

the world.  All the churches involved, known as the Anglican Communion, in one way or another 

trace their heritage to a common ancestor in the Church of England ... where a Missionary Bishop, 

St Augustine of Canterbury, landed in the year 597.  Today this global family spans about a hundred 

and sixty-five countries, from the Philippines to Bangladesh, from Sudan to Mexico.  It is very 

diverse in race, culture, language, wealth and poverty, and many other ways.  When the first 

Lambeth Conference was held, about 70 bishops attended.  This year, there are over six-hundred-

and-fifty bishops at Lambeth.  For the Guinness Book of World Records or the next Quiz Night, it 

must be the largest number of purple shirts ever worn in one place, in history.  

By the way, don’t miss the symbols of our membership of the Anglican Communion when you are 

next looking around Christ Church.  These include the Communion’s blue flag flying on our 

flagpole, and the emblem of the Communion (“The Compass Rose”) which appears on the round 

stone steps leading up to church ... and on the front page of every issue of this parish magazine!  

One thing that makes the Anglican Communion fascinating is that there is no person or office 

equivalent to the role of the Pope for Roman Catholics.  Certainly the Archbishop of Canterbury is 

prayed for by Anglicans worldwide: we pray for Archbishop Justin Welby here, regularly.  But he 

has no jurisdiction over the Episcopal Church, nor any other outside the Church of England.  The 
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different national and regional churches or “provinces” that 

gather at Lambeth are self-governing.  The Archbishop’s role is 

not to make pronouncements, but to set the tone for the 

Conference, as the first among equals, promoting unity among 

bishops of different views ... which is not always easy.  

The real test of the Conference this year, as with the two 

previous Lambeth Conferences, was how it would emerge from 

ongoing differences on the issue of same-sex relationships and 

same-sex marriage.  The immense cultural variety of the 

gathering means there are provinces like the Episcopal Church 

in this country, the Anglican Church of Canada, the Episcopal 

Church in Scotland and others, where same-sex marriage is 

affirmed.  On the other hand, there are many provinces where 

same-sex marriage continues to be out of the question, 

unthinkable, a number of them in what is called the Global 

South.  Some of these, Nigeria, Rwanda, and Uganda, have 

stayed away from Lambeth entirely this year, not just dissenting, but boycotting it, because 

churches permitting same-sex marriage would be allowed to attend.  

In the past there have been efforts to fit all the different provinces of the communion into a single 

declaration or statement on this issue, which has never ended well.  This year’s Lambeth 

Conference started with fears that the same might happen again, with punishments or exclusions 

for churches affirming same-sex marriage.  Instead, it looks as if something new and refreshingly 

different may have happened.  At last it was frankly acknowledged that different provinces of the 

church are living with “a plurality of views on marriage.”  There have been some loud, discordant 

notes, certainly – and threats of further splits still loom in some quarters.  But on the whole the 

truth seems to have been recognized that despite opposing views, no one was going to be thrown 

out, or leave, slamming the door loudly.  Overall it seems to have been glimpsed that there can be 

unity without unanimous agreement.  

If the idea of unity without unanimous agreement seems so simple as to be elementary ... think how 

nice a change it would be if some of our politicians tried it on for size!  

Our own Presiding Bishop Michael Curry spoke powerfully the other day, unscripted, about the 

atmosphere in the gathering of bishops on this issue, where, he said, he felt hopeful.  Hopeful, not 

because the bishops had come to agreement across their different views on marriage; that wasn’t 

going to be in the cards.  Hopeful, not because he had changed anyone’s mind on the subject, or 

because anyone had changed his.  But hopeful because the gathering seemed to recognize that their 

love for each other, as brothers and sisters in Christ, and their shared love for Jesus – that these ties 

of love were more important than agreeing with each other.  

Compass Rose flying over Christ Church 
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Somehow with that recognition, the bishops 

seemed liberated to address many issues on 

which they could speak with a single voice.  In 

areas where Christian principles need to be 

sounded from the bully pulpit of Lambeth.  

Issues like caring for God’s Creation in the 

face of global warming and climate change.  

Issues like the food crisis and starvation in East 

Africa.  Issues like reconciliation, including the 

legacy of colonialism and the slave trade.  

Also, resisting the false idea of a rift or conflict 

between science and faith.  Instead, addressing 

the church’s potential to bring the wisdom of 

faith to science, and the wisdom of science to 

faith – stressing the special role of science in 

helping poor countries develop economically, 

and fight disease and famine.  This includes the 

church countering certain kinds of so-called 

Creationist teachings, which so often breed a 

distrust of science in all sorts of dangerous 

ways.  And they addressed issues where the 

church itself needs to keep reforming and 

doing better: paramount on the list, Safe 

Church practices and the prevention of abuse.  

And there was focus on Mission and 

Evangelism, as being what the Church is 

primarily for.  Memorably, the Archbishop of 

York, Stephen Cottrell, reminded everyone 

that, as the business of McDonalds is making 

burgers; as the business of Starbucks is making 

coffee; as Toyota makes cars; as Heineken 

makes beer ....  the business of the Church is 

making Disciples.  Followers of Jesus.  And 

Disciples make peace, he said.  Disciples make 

justice.  

The aim, the overall theme of the Lambeth 

Conference was to be “God’s Church for God’s 

World.”  We who belong to the Anglican 

family all share this calling, whether it’s Christ 

Church Oyster Bay, or a Cathedral in 

Mozambique; an Episcopal Church in Japan or 

an Anglican one in the Australian outback.   

We are all called to engage with the challenge 

of what Archbishop Justin called “setting the 

world the right way up.”  In an address he gave 

the other day he said, the miracle God has 

brought about in the church is not that “like-

minded people like each other.”  The miracle 

is, “that the most unlike people love each 

other.”  

How blessed we are, to belong to such a family 

and share such a calling!    

In Christ’s love and service,  

Michael   
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Volunteers – the Heart of Christ Church 
Peggy Heijmen, Compass Editor  
 

I believe we can all agree that Christ Church is a special place.  We love 

coming to this beautiful church, participating in uplifting worship, enhanced 

with the sacred music of our choir.  Being warmly greeted at the door by our 

ushers, listening intently to our readers during the service, receiving the 

Eucharist that was prepared by the Altar Guild teams.  The younger children 

join in mid-way through the service, after spending time in Church School 

in Parish Hall.  How wonderful! 

You can stroll around the campus grounds and marvel at the flowers in full 

bloom swaying in the breeze and then take in the beauty of the Rectory while 

enjoying the parish picnic.  You can bask in the glory of the Church, splendidly decorated for Easter 

or Christmas.   

Ask almost any one of our parishioners why they choose to worship at Christ Church – and one of 

the replies is sure to be the sense of community.  Of course it is!  We include potluck dinners, trivia 

nights, bake sales, coffee hour, (and hopefully sometime soon again, Sunday breakfast!), Tea on 

the Lawn, our outreach ventures, including the Community Closet and HIHI, as all part of that 

sense of community. 

The most amazing thing of all is that it all just magically happens.  Just for our benefit, here at 

Christ Church.  Wait a second . . . you mean it doesn’t magically happen?  A fairy hasn’t sprinkled 

star dust over 61 East Main Street?  Well then – what is the secret at this special place?  How does 

it all happen? 

The answer is quite simple.  And very complicated.  

Volunteers!  We have a great staff here at Christ Church, 

small in number, but large in their enthusiasm and willingness 

to take on various tasks not specifically in their job 

description. They work behind the scenes in all the ventures 

mentioned above.  But they can’t do it alone; we simply 

couldn’t afford that much staff.  Therefore, churches (like any 

other not-for-profit organization) have always relied heavily 

on the willingness of their members to volunteer their time 

and energy to keep important programs alive and well.   

Volunteers, however, can sometimes be in short supply.  Fund 

raisers, toy drives, Thanksgiving food drives, etc. that were 

once able to rely on many helping hands, now do the same thing with a skeleton crew.   
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At Christ Church, we are blessed with wonderful volunteers, who work behind the scenes like our 

Altar Guild teams, or out on the front lines as our Ushers do.  We thank them all from the bottom 

of our hearts for their dedicated service week after week.  Yet even we have struggled to get some 

of our core teams up and running. Perhaps it’s because people are pulled in many different 

directions and really don’t have time.  But is there another reason as well?   

Certainly, the pandemic played havoc with offers to volunteer – and our necessity to limit 

volunteers while balancing our responsibility to keep parishioners safe.  In addition, we have lost 

some parishioners whether it’s been to relocating, 

sickness or death.  That’s natural and unavoidable.  I 

wonder though.  Are people just plain afraid to 

volunteer?  Afraid to be tied down? Afraid to commit 

in case something else calls you away? Afraid to 

disappoint?  

Have no fear!  Volunteering is fun.  It’s inclusive.  It’s 

fellowship.  It’s Christian.  It’s not hard or scary.  You 

never have to volunteer alone.  You will always have 

a buddy with you (or someone to fill in, in case you 

are unexpectedly called away).  The next time a call 

for volunteers goes out – won’t you consider raising 

your hand?   

I believe you’ll be glad you did.  

 

Looking Forward this Fall 
The Fall not only brings the return of welcomed fresher weather, but some of Christ Church’s 

favorite traditions also return:  the Choir on Sunday mornings at 10:00, Church School, St. 

Hilda’s Trivia Night & Bake Sales, Ministry Sunday (which is a wonderful opportunity to 

become a volunteer at Christ Church!), Blessing of the Backpacks, All Hallows Eve, All 

Souls Requiem, among others.   We also hope to finally have a long-awaited Evensong for 

our beautifully refurbished stained-glass windows, which has been delayed for so long due 

to the pandemic.   

We hope you enjoy this edition of the Compass; if not offer up your criticisms in a silent 

prayer and come talk to us privately! 

Peggy Heijmen 
office@christchurchoysterbay.org 
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Neighbor to Neighbor – The Community Closet 
As highlighted in the Fall 2021 Compass, Christ Church entered into a new outreach venture with 

the Youth & Family Counseling Agency of Oyster Bay-East Norwich (YFCA), known as the 

Community Closet, offering clothing and household goods to in-need families and individuals 

known to the YFCA.  The Community Closet was housed in Parish Hall in the two small rooms left 

vacant when the Hispanic Cultural Centre closed down prior to the pandemic.  Our own Suzanne 

Siple, with the help of her husband Denis, have sorted through countless bags of donated clothing 

and household items to assist the YFCA in organizing and distributing the goods to the local 

community.  The Community Closet was such a success that it soon outgrew the space we were 

able to provide. 

Barbara Rakusin, Director of the YFCA, met with our 

Vestry to explore ways we could continue to support this 

much needed initiative away from our Parish Hall.  The 

Vestry agreed to underwrite most of the monthly rent the 

YFCA would have to pay for a store-front location in the 

heart of Oyster Bay, for one year.  The result is Neighbor 

to Neighbor – Community Closet, which is located at 127 

South Street, Oyster Bay.    Families and individuals are 

invited to Neighbor to Neighbor, where they can avail 

themselves of any of the clothing, shoes, household 

goods, and baby items they need.  There is no cost to the 

families - At Neighbor to Neighbor-Community Closet 

nothing is ever sold. 

Donations of gently used clothing, children’s items, 

housewares and toiletries are accepted by appointment 

only.  To arrange for a drop-off, or if you know of 

someone in need, please contact Ingrid Morales, YFCA 

Coordinator of Outreach at 516-922-6867. 

 
 

From time-to-time YFCA has a specific call out for new items.  As we near the beginning of 

the school year, new school supplies are greatly appreciated, including lunch boxes and 

backpacks.  In addition, new sneakers, socks and sweatshirts are in demand.  If you’d like more 

information on Neighbor to Neighbor – or to help with a specific need, please call Ingrid 

Morales (YFCA) at 516-922-6867 or talk with Suzanne Siple.   
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Christ Church in the Community–Oyster Gardens 
Evie Sarles 
Christ Church is sponsoring two oyster gardens. Oysters 

are the harbor’s best natural filters, but today’s oyster 

population is a fraction of its historic levels. The Oyster 

Bay/Cold Spring Harbor Protection Committee’s oyster 

gardening program gives people the opportunity to help 

bring back this vital species by growing oysters in 

community gardens. Once grown, the adult oysters are 

returned to Cold Spring Harbor for planting in a spawner 

sanctuary where harvesting of shellfish is prohibited.   

The gardens are raised in cages off Beekman Beach. 

Every other week the cages are brought to the beach 

where gardeners clean them to help them grow. This is a 

fun way to improve the health of the bay and support an 

important local resource. 

If you would like to help maintain the CCOB oyster 

cages, please contact Evie Sarles at 

esarles5@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

  

Cleaning and measuring the oysters 

The Wizard of Id by Bryant Parker & Johnny Hart 

mailto:esarles5@gmail.com
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New Icon in Church   
 
The newest addition to our church is a fine reproduction of an ancient 

image known as “Jesus Christ, Pantocrator.”  The original of this 

particular icon dates from around the sixth century, and it is a treasure 

of the Greek Orthodox monastery of Saint Catherine on Mount Sinai 

in Egypt.  One of the oldest Byzantine religious icons, it is the earliest 

surviving image of the “pantocrator” portrayal of Christ.   

 

The Greek word pantocrator is typically translated “all-powerful,” or 

“ruler of the world.”  Note that the right hand of the figure of Christ 

is raised in blessing (though some would say in a gesture of teaching).  

In His left hand is a Book of the Gospels (or, others would say, the 

Book of Life mentioned in Revelation, to be opened on Judgement 

Day).  Either way, assuming the figure is meant to be right-handed, 

notice: it is His left hand – not the dominant hand – which holds the 

“Letter” of the written Word.  His right hand – the dominant hand – 

is the hand raised in blessing, forgiveness, pardon, and instruction.  By 

this interpretation, Blessing and Mercy come first; the letter of the 

Law second.  

 

A point easily noticed about this icon is that the face of Jesus is asymmetrical: the left side and the 

right side would not make a mirror image.  On the left side His appearance could be described as 

younger, gentler.  On the right side, more mature, more commanding and authoritative.  Is the 

contrast of two “sides” of Jesus meant to reflect His dual nature, as divine and human?  “Perfect 

God and perfect Man?”  Possibly so.  But whether that Christological point is being hinted at or 

not, it really does seem that both the compassion and the majesty of God are joined together, side 

by side, in these two differently imagined expressions of His appearance.  

 

One of the beauties of an icon is that it can unfold its riches to each person individually, according 

to the perception of the beholder, meditating or praying before it in his or her own way.  That is a 

gift.  None of us will see this remarkable icon in exactly the same way.  Even over the distance of 

1500 years, the depth of its expression and its timeless mystery can still speak uniquely to us all.   

 

Fr. Michael 
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Parish Spotlight - Fr. Ralph Peterson (1932-2022) 
Editor’s note:  Many of you remember the Rev. Dr. Ralph Peterson, who was the Interim Rector at 

Christ Church before Fr. Peter Casparian was called here.  While here, he performed many 

baptisms, funerals and marriages, including my own marriage to Ton Heijmen.  However, I’m sure 

most would not be aware of his very varied and interesting background, so we share here excerpts 

from his obituary.   

 

 
The Rev. Dr. Ralph Edward Peterson, age 90, died on Tuesday, June 

7, 2022.  Ralph was born on April 12, 1932, in Duluth, MN. He 

married Karin Birgitta Esselius on May 31, 1969, at Uppsala 

Cathedral, Sweden. 

After graduate studies at Columbia University, he began his clerical 

career in New York City in 1962 at the National Council of Churches 

as Executive Director, Department of Ministry. In 1971 he received 

the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from Gettysburg College. 

In 1966 Rev. Peterson was called as Pastor of Saint Peter’s Church 

(Lutheran) in New York City where he served until 1980. During his 

tenure he formed a first-of-its-kind partnership with the First National 

City Bank (later Citibank), orchestrating the sale of the old church 

property to a condominium formed by church and bank.   

He brought the Rev. John Garcia Gensel’s jazz ministry to Saint Peter’s which led to it being 

dubbed “the first church of jazz.” Once completed Saint Peter’s flourished as a spiritual and cultural 

intersection of worship, inclusiveness, ecumenism and learning in the heart of midtown Manhattan. 

In 2016 the Landmarks Preservation Commission of the City of New York formally designated 

Saint Peter’s Church, along with the entirety of Citicorp Center, a landmark. 

Following his time at Saint Peter’s, Ralph developed a health-focused ministry in conjunction with 

his wife Dr. Birgitta Peterson and founded the Open Congregation.  In 1989 Ralph was named to 

the Henry Sloane Coffin Chair of Religion at the Masters School in Dobbs Ferry, NY, which he 

held for three years. In 1990 he was received as a priest in the Episcopal Church and in 1992 he 

served as Warden of the House of the Redeemer in NYC for two years, after which he served as 

interim pastor at various parishes until 2004. 

Ralph is survived by his son, Kristofer, who lives in London, England, with his wife Chloe, and 

their four children, Fredrik, Lucia, Axel and Thor. 
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Parish Life – Christ Church in Pictures 
Peggy Heijmen 

 

As the Reopening Committee lifted more and more Covid restrictions, Christ Church 

flourished in long-awaited activities.  The following is a picture trip down memory lane, 

from the past several months. 

 

 

Wanting to help the people of the Ukraine in 

some way, A Trivia Night fundraiser was 

quickly organized early in April to support the 

refugees fleeing to safety.  There was much 

laughter and good-natured teasing going on 

throughout the evening, while raising 

significant funds for this cause.   

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday was a bright sunny day, and as 

usual, we met outside the Rectory for the 

Blessing of Palms, before following the 

Choir into the Church singing All Glory, 

Laud and Honor. 

 

  

A table of trivia players helping support the 
Ukrainian refugees. 

The Choir leads the congregation to the Church 
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The week leading up to Easter is always busy, as we recognize Christ’s sacrifice in solemn services, 

while still enjoying the fellowship of the Agape supper and the beautiful music of the choir on 

Maundy Thursday.  After Good Friday, we prepare the Church for the festive celebration of the 

Easter Vigil & Easter Morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynn Warner & Denise Carney count out 
the hosts for the Easter celebrations 

Sian & Hector 
 work on the 

candelabra, as the 
flowers are 
unwrapped  
and placed. 

How beautiful the church looks when all the work is done! 
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Maybe Easter Coffee Hour? 

  

What’s more fun than an Easter Egg hunt? 
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After a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic, the 

Rene Harer Good Neighbor Award evening 

returned to Parish Hall on Monday, May 23.  

Christ Church honorees for 2022 include Suzanne 

Siple, for her work with the YFCA on the 

Community Closet, and Ron Hlinka & Audrey 

Tsoukias, both for their efforts to care for the 

elderly during the pandemic.   

 

 

 

And, of course, the Parish Picnic - June 5! 

 

 

 

  

Sonja Lake & Hector 
Jo-Ellen Treiber, Betsy Bibla, Donna Houman 

& Susan Peterson-Neuhaus 
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Evie, Lily, and Andi 

Chief Hamburger Chef, Fred Bauerschmidt 

Picnic goers enjoying the beautiful day 
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Lynn Warner & Nicole O'Shea-Holohan Art Johnson, Bill Denslow, Andrew Mericle 

Linda Wink & Marie Brussel 

The Choir table! 
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On June 12, we were delighted to welcome Bishop Bill Franklin, Assisting Bishop of Long 

Island, to preside over the Confirmations.  Congratulations and blessings to the confirmed: 

Evie Bergman, Alexandra Eckel, Annabelle Eckel, Dylón Gray-Cohen, Andrea Holohan, 

Max Marciano, Laura Warner.  And to those who were formally received into the Episcopal 

Church:  Joe Barry, Donna Houman, John Houman.  After the service Bishop Franklin 

gladly stayed for pictures! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Photo Ops with Bishop Bill! 
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On Sunday, June 19, we shared in the joy of the 

anticipated addition to the Haigler/Levioff family at 

the Baby Shower/Coffee hour in Parish Hall. 

 
Post Note:  The newest member of Christ Church,  

Noah Benjamin Haigler Levioff, arrived on July 14  

at 9:11 am!   

 

 

 

 

 

And last, but certainly not least, on Sunday, June 26, Fr. Piret held a first-ever Holy 

Communion Celebration for several of our younger parishioners, Sadie, Theo, Noah, Cora 

and Lily. 
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From the Register (January 2022 to present)   

Holy Baptism  

Elena Marie Wengrofsky June 4, 2022 
Oliver Louis Yako June 18, 2022 
Quinn August Berrell June 18, 2022 
Brendan Timothy McMullan July 23, 2022 
Colin Alexander McMullan July 23, 2022 

 

 Confirmation – June 12, 2022 
 Evie Muth Bergman 
 Annabelle Peacock Eckel 

 Alexandra Madeleine Eckel 
 Dylón Lloyd Gray-Cohen 
 Andrea Holohan 
 Maximilian Roberts Marciano 
 Laura Nicole Warner 
 

 Received into the Episcopal Church – June 12, 2022 
  Joseph Florian Barry    

   Donna Fiore Houman    
   Johnny Thomas Houman   

 

Holy Communion Celebration – June 26, 2022 
Noah Osmond Lane    
Sadie Jane Meyer    
Lily Virginia Parsinski    
Cora Louise Tewksbury   
Theo John Mark Yako   

 

    Funeral, Memorial Service, or Burial of Ashes 
Molly Price Hunt January 8, 2022 
Salvatore Guiseppe Carrieri March 2, 2022 
Robert Warren Weitzmannn March 4, 2022 
John Harsen Rowe April 9, 2022 
Anthony Maxwell Augustine May 14, 2022 
Robert Alexander Stewart July 1, 2022 
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