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We hope this year marks a new and different venture in sharing
worship with our neighbors at First Presbyterian Church, one
which enables us to sustain our usual Sunday service schedule
at Christ Church throughout the summer. With this aim, we are
offering a new added service of Evening Prayer on the final
Sunday of each summer month (June, July, and August). This
will be a short time of prayer using the songs of Taizé, the
ecumenical Christian community in France which Father
Michael spoke about on Easter Sunday, and which Jeff and
Barbara Prey have visited. The first of these services, on June
25, was well attended and very much enjoyed by the approximately 25 people who attended. The next
two services will be on July 30th (7:30 pm at Christ Church) and August 27 (time yet to be
determined, at First Presbyterian). Please come and experience this calming and reflective form of
prayer which has become famous throughout the world.
On Tuesday, August 1st at 4:00 pm, “Tea and Cakes” will be served in the
Rectory to welcome a special guest from the Belarusian Orthodox Church. Sister
Maria is from the Sisterhood of St. Elizabeth Convent in Minsk. She will give a
short presentation about the amazing charitable work of her community. She will
also be offering for sale a variety of beautiful handcrafted objects which are made
with love in the workshops of the Convent.

Editor’s Note
Welcome to the 2017 Summer Edition of the Compass. In this issue you will find some traditional
content – From the Rector, Warden’s Corner, Parish Life, and some new contributions as well.
Exciting news is that the new Parish Directory is about to see the light of day! With changes in personnel
– including Vestry, Rector and Parish Administrator, and getting updated info and pictures from
Parishioners, this turned into a yeoman’s task, completed by former warden Stephanie Augustine and
our Parish Administrator Peggy Heijmen. We hope you like the final product!
We had an eventful period behind us with many highlights. Now we are enjoying the summer and
recharging our batteries for the fall season in front of us.
Thanks for all your contributions to this issue -- without it we wouldn’t have a Compass to publish.
Enjoy reading and, as always, comments and suggestions are very welcome indeed. Please send to
tcmh44@hotmail.com, with a copy to the Parish Office at office@christchurchoysterbay.org.
Ton Heijmen, Editor
Peggy Heijmen, Design Layout
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From The Rector
Dear Friends,
I wonder how the idea began to circulate that
there’s no reason to go to church in the
summer?
Many of you know that awkward joke, about
Episcopalians being the only ones God ‘trusts
enough to take the summer off.’ It isn’t just
Episcopalians. Other denominations also see
a slump in attendance. And absence from
church can be contagious. A sparsely
attended service can be a little deflating for
those who have turned up, making them less
likely to come the following week ... and so
on ... in a downward spiral.

In her last illness, my mother had a little sign
by her bed that said: ‘Before you go to sleep,
give your troubles to God. He will be up all
night anyway.’
What’s true of the night time is true of the
summer. God is there for us always, around
the clock, throughout the year. It makes
sense to keep saying thank-you as the Lord
has taught us, by sharing in the Eucharist,
week after week.

How different our Episcopal Catechism
would be, if after saying we are ‘to come
together week by week for corporate
worship’ (see the Prayer Book, p. 856), it
went on to add, ‘except of course in summer’!
(see Lucifer’s Prayer Book, p. 666).

Anyway, it’s good for us. Church inspires us
and reminds us of God’s presence in a unique
way. It keeps us in touch with the Holy
Scriptures, with our life of shared prayer,
with our Christian conscience, with
reminders of God’s mercy, goodness, and
love.

Thank goodness God doesn’t take the
summer off. How would we feel if He did?
No one to hear our prayers for three months.
Maybe there would be an out-of-office email
reply, or a divine answering machine telling
us to call back: ‘I’m sorry I can’t hear your
prayer right now. This mailbox is full.
Please try again in September.’ Perhaps
Bibles would vanish too, and the Eucharist
would be pointless between Memorial Day
and Labor Day, with No One up there to
worship?

It also reminds us of the love and affection
we have for each other as friends, brothers
and sisters in this community of faith – and
reminds us of our calling to make a difference
in the world.
Additionally, it keeps us up to the mark in
supporting our church with pledging and
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giving. Because of course the bills don’t take
the summer off either: like Old Man River,
they just keep rolling along.

summertime, at 9:00 am. Would more of our
usual 10 o’clockers come, if church began
and ended an hour earlier? Would 8
o’clockers be equally likely to attend an hour
later than usual? Would such a service be
Rite I or Rite II?

Summertime churchgoing keeps us engaged
in other ways too, through things like Parish
Breakfast, Tea on the Lawn, welcoming and
ushering, altar guild, volunteer choir singing,
and (I hope) with a new tradition of having a
‘summer acolyte’ every week, spanning
those months when we didn’t previously
have one.

An added option of evening worship can also
be effective. So, we’re testing the waters this
summer, with three opportunities for evening
prayer inspired by the ecumenical
community at Taizé, in France: on the last
Sunday of June, of July, and of August. For
decades now, Taizé has been known to many
Christians worldwide, offering a peaceful,
simple, spiritually refreshing approach to
prayer. It has appealed especially to young
people, but is suitable for all ages. This is a
shared venture with our neighbors from First
Presbyterian Church, a way of carrying
forward worshipping links with them, while
still keeping our own doors open at 10
o’clock every Sunday. I hope you might give
it a try, on the evening of July 30 (at Christ
Church) or August 27 (at First Pres). Our
first effort was at the end of June, and 24
people came.

I promise to do my part. I’ll keep preparing
a weekly sermon: it’ll be the real thing, not
something lifted from an online sermon
factory! Michael Haigler will keep using all
the organ stops: he won’t be playing recorded
music from a boom-box between Memorial
Day and Labor Day. Christ Church is open
for business, Sunday after Sunday.

Let’s make church a cornerstone of our week,
all the year round. God invites us to a
banquet for the soul, every Sunday. He wants
to make Himself known to us in ‘the breaking
of bread and in the prayers.’ The doors are
open, the table is laid. God likes our
company.

In the meantime, looking to 2018, let me
know your ideas for making summertime
churchgoing more of a draw. One or two of
you have suggested that we consider having
just one Sunday morning service in the

We need only accept the invitation!
In Christ’s love and service,

Michael
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The Warden’s Corner
An Eighth Sacrament
Tim Brown, Warden
Have you ever met an avowed atheist whose avowal just doesn’t
ring true? My sister has a stepson like that. I have met many nonChristians over the years who lead admirable, ethical, generous, and
caring lives, lives that put many Christians to shame. From a
theological point of view, it is much easier to explain the latter (we
are fallen, sinful people who frequently fall short of our best
aspirations and are saved only by the grace of God) than the former.
How can they be the people they are without somehow receiving
God’s grace? Our faith seems pointless if God’s grace is just
randomly distributed, but how do we explain these folks? I would
never presume to say that God couldn’t do whatever He wants to do
whenever He wants to do it, but my small mind loves to see some structure and logic to it all.
Perhaps the person has been baptized and therefore is part of the body of Christ in spite of
themselves, or perhaps they receive the Eucharist with family on holidays just to be sociable, but
that would only “explain,” albeit weakly, a small number. However, I mention these examples
because Baptism and the Eucharist are sacraments, which are a really powerful concept in our
church and provide a really interesting explanation for the “righteous unbeliever.” I’ve recently
had a very intriguing conversation about service as an eighth sacrament. So what does that mean?
A sacrament is an outward and physical sign of an inward and spiritual grace (p. 857 in The Book
of Common Prayer). In the Episcopal Church we recognize the two great sacraments, Baptism and
the Eucharist, and the five lesser sacraments, confirmation, ordination, marriage, reconciliation,
and unction. I am not a cradle Episcopalian, and one of the reasons that I found the Episcopal
Church irresistible was this integration of the physical and the spiritual. Physical actions have
spiritual consequences in very concrete and predictable ways in the sacraments. It is transactional.
The outward and physical sign assures the inward and spiritual grace, predictably, regardless of the
state of mind of any of the parties involved. We receive the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist
whether we believe it, whether we are in any particular state of mind, and completely independent
of what the priest thinks or is feeling. You will receive God’s grace even if you don’t care about,
want, or believe it. That is really powerful. A sacrament is a means of participating in God. Of
course, we are more likely to benefit from the grace if we understand that it is there, and there are
possibly some negative consequences of squandering it, but that is another discussion.
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Jesus “did not come to be served, but to
serve” (Matthew 20:28) and is our example
in service. If service can be a sacrament, how
does this play out? Service can be a kind of
“know it when I see it” concept, but a
workable definition to start is any action that
has an explicit positive benefit for someone
else. That doesn’t seem quite enough to
define the essential elements of a sacrament,
but it’s a start. This action is obviously an
“outward and physical sign” and we surely
see signs of an “inward and spiritual grace”
in those that are active in service.
Anecdotally many people report how
rewarding service can be; all of the
volunteers who helped out after Sandy come
to mind in particular. The outstanding
sacramental question is whether the act of
service reliably and predictably brings God’s
grace. Are those who are not aware and not
even believers still participating in God
through their service? Judging by results the
answer is yes. Whether they like it or not,
whether they believe it or not, He is actively
there. What a mind-expanding concept! Do
we ourselves also benefit from service? Of
course. Thomas Merton said that a saint is

someone keenly aware of how they serve
themselves in everything they do. Martin
Luther King, Jr., said anyone can be great
because anyone can serve. Further, service as
a sacrament will work even if it is grudging
and even if it is done for the “wrong” reasons.
God’s grace will still be there. I am happy to
discuss this further with anyone who is
interested, and for me it adds depth and
meaning to what we do and need to do as a
church, as a community, and even as a nation.
Best wishes to everyone this summer! Even
though the days are slowly getting shorter
again, there is still plenty of daylight and
warm weather to enjoy and I hope you will
all have time to relax and enjoy friends and
family.
At Christ Church the regular
schedule will continue, morning breakfast
with the best bacon on Long Island will
continue, watch for additional special events,
and (with thanks to Hector!) the grounds will
be beautiful and worth a visit for their own
sake.
In Christ,
Tim Brown
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Community Service Awards
Ton Heijmen
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with God.” (Micah 6:9)
For the first time, on May 8, Christ Church hosted the Interreligious Human Needs Council (IHNC)
Awards Dinner at the Parish Hall. In years past it was hosted by St. Dominic’s Roman Catholic
Church. Thanks to Hector, Parish Hall was beautifully set, seating well over 100 guests. By the
time all the pot-luck food was displayed we had a full house.
The Interreligious & Human Needs Council celebrates individuals who go above and beyond in
working for their respective churches and in the community. During this yearly event each faith
community has the opportunity to nominate and honor parishioners (adult and/or youth) who have
shown exemplary service to the community.
This year Christ Church nominated Stephanie Augustine and her
husband David Asher to receive the Renie Harer Award for their
exemplary service to the community, e.g., the family has many
times sponsored and housed exchange students from various
countries; they have distinguished themselves greatly by fronting
our involvement in the HIHI and making sure that the program
flourishes. David is active at the Diocesan level by serving on the
Board of Camp DeWolfe, while Stephanie has served in many
ways at Christ Church (Warden, Vestry, TR Library, etc.).
Congratulations to both of them for this honor.
In addition, Steven LoRusso
received the Youth Humanitarian
Award for his services to the
community and Christ Church,
where he is active as a leader for the acolytes, is an intercessor and
lector, and is involved in our youth program. Congratulations to
Steven for a job very well done.
And thank you to the many parishioners who participated in this
event.
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Dedication Festival – Anniversary of Consecration
On June 11, 1879, on an eerily similar weather day, the core structure of our current Church building
was consecrated by Bishop Littlejohn of Long Island. On that same date, 138 years later, our
congregation celebrated this event on the day of our Parish Picnic, with a Dedication Festival at the
10:00 am service. Following is Father Piret’s June 11, 2017 sermon – a brief history of our beloved
Christ Church.

† † † † †
Putting an exact date to the founding of
Christ Church, even an exact year, is not so
easy. But we do know something essential
was set in motion in 1701. That’s when the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts sent the Revd George Keith to
America, on a missionary trip. Reporting on
his work afterwards, Keith specifically
mentioned Oyster Bay and Hempstead, as
places where people showed an ‘extreme
desire’ to have ‘Church of England
ministers sent to them.’
A Warden and Vestry-members were
chosen for Oyster Bay in 1703. Soon the
Revd John Thomas was sent to serve at
Hempstead; he also had charge of the Oyster Bay congregation. Oyster Bay would be sharing a minister
with Hempstead for many years before having its own Rector.
As for construction of our first building, we know that money was provided for a church in 1706 or
1707. From that time, records suggest that a church was indeed built. Land was set aside for a
churchyard in 1710; the next year, funds were allocated to install seating. A building of some kind was
clearly in place.
But another early record of memory states that the first building was actually a town house: that there
wasn’t a real church until 1750, when there definitely was a service of dedication, in June. So that 1750
building, depending on your view, was either the first real church or the second.
That 1750 building fell on hard times. Almost twenty years later it was still unfinished. Then, it’s well
known, it was used by British soldiers as a barracks during the Revolutionary War. The structure
became ‘totally decayed,’ the spire had blown down, and about fifty years after its dedication, what was
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left of the building was sold for sixty-seven dollars. Church records were lost. The congregation is said
to have ‘labored under depressing circumstances.’
Episcopalians in Oyster Bay were then without a church for some decades. For a while, services were
held in what is now the Rectory, the newly built Oyster Bay Academy, also known as Edmund Hall.
So, you could go there for Episcopal services, or for what one advertisement called ‘instructions in
Classical Learning and all other branches connected with polite Letters.’ You could board, with the
staff or ‘several other respectable families’ – ‘for eighteen to twenty-five dollars per quarter’ – including
‘washing and mending.’ In time, the Academy project fizzled out, and some older members of the
parish bought the building, resolving to give it to the Church to be a Rectory.
That turned out to be a new beginning. With a Rectory, and someone resident to take services, there
was now a kind of momentum. Christ Church became an official missionary station of the diocese. An
act of incorporation was adopted in 1836, another in the early forties; and by 1844 ‘the parish declared
itself independent of missionary aid.’ Plans were afoot for a new church, and (after some bickering
about the best location), it was finally agreed to use the site of the old church – rather than moving out
to Cove Hill.
What starts to look like Christ Church’s bad luck with buildings continued. The new church,
consecrated in 1844, had ‘serious defects in its construction.’ Three decades later, the Vestry resolved
to tear it down and start again. Once more, the remaining materials were sold off, this time for a hundred
dollars. That was done during the tenure of the Reverend George Van De Water – a transformative
Rector, in post from 1876 to 1880. Van De Water was dynamic, money was quickly raised for a new
building, and he laid the cornerstone himself with the Bishop on May first, 1878.

Drawings for 3rd CCOB building, ca 1878

That was the core structure of the building we have today.
It looked very different. To see a good photograph, look at
the sign outside, near the flagpole, by the sidewalk in front
of church, down towards the Library end. The 1878
building was made of wood and brick – and that is the
church as President Roosevelt would have known it. Two
additional things were done later on, big things, to give us
the church as we have it today. First of all, in the 1920s,
was an extensive restoration: the whole structure was
encased in stone, enlarged, remodelled in a different style.
The outside now does a good imitation of a medieval
English parish church. Secondly, a complete remodeling
and redesign of the inside was done in the 1990s: some of
you here have first-hand memories of all that. It was
beautifully conceived – and, they say, incorporating the
communion rail from the 1878 church, said to have been in
the basement for seventy years.
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It’s the anniversary of the dedication of our core structure that we celebrate today, the 1878 church.
What followed can be thought of as restoration, expansion, remodelling. So, let’s think of those excited
people gathered together on this spot in the late 1870s: fellow members with us of the Body of Christ
in this place. Services began months before the consecration. On the first day they were held, in
September 1878, the records say ‘The church was filled and all enjoyed the interesting services of the
day’ – a sermon was ‘preached to a large congregation upon the Building of Solomon’s Temple.’
The following Sunday, there was a visiting bishop, all the way from Illinois. That was the day on which,
it was noted, ‘the chancel choirs appeared for the first time in their choristers’ robes,’ and sang ‘to the
pleasure and satisfaction of the entire congregation.’ The Bishop of Long Island was in Europe at the
time, so the church couldn’t be consecrated for another nine months: on this day, June the eleventh, in
the following year (1879).
The day was worth waiting for. A huge procession, starting at the Rectory; entering the church they
sang the hymn, ‘Christ is made the sure foundation’ – which we will sing to end our service today. Mr.
Van De Water recorded that ‘the day was clear and excessively hot’ (93 in the shade). And ‘after the
services,’ he wrote, ‘over a hundred [persons] from all parts of the Island partook of a bountiful collation
… provided by the ladies of the parish … at the Rectory.’ How little things change: music from the
choirs ... the great words of the great hymns ... the festivities (in our case, today, a parish picnic at the
Rectory), the fellowship, the friendship, the heat ...
Thank God other things haven’t changed either: our basic human need for a spiritual home, and our
shared mission in the faith. In human terms, our attempts at church-building have admittedly come
apart from time to time – but not to worry: that is just a reminder of who the real cornerstone is, Christ
himself. He keeps going when our efforts fail. He is the reason we have come through: over and over
again. He is the sure foundation.
The day after those splendid celebrations of June 11, 1879, Mr. Van De Water wrote this: ‘There ends
that ... demonstration of a long and faithful pull for a new church in the historic parish of the Diocese.
May God bless it always and make it bring forth fruit abundantly to the Glory of his name.’
To that, I know we all say: Amen.
Father Michael

† † † † †
A special note of thanks to Ellen Nicoll for her excellent work in transcribing JE DeKay’s Sketch
of the History of Christ Church Oyster Bay, located at the Oyster Bay Historical Society.
Sources:
A. Cornell Mulford, Two Hundred and Fifty Years of Christ Episcopal Church Oyster Bar, L.I., pp. 4-10
See Charles Egleston’s history of the parish, revised 8/27/2014, p. 2.
J.E. DeKay, Sketch of the history of Christ Church Oyster Bay, pp. 289, 296-297, 301, 303-308 of archive
volume transcribed by Ellen Nicoll.
The Rev. Isaac Sherwood, quoted in Egleston’s history of the parish, p. 3.
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Spring Gala
Michael C. Haigler, Music Director
Hello from the music department of
Christ Church! As many of you know, on
June 4 the Christ Church choir program
presented its Twelfth Annual Spring Gala
concert. This marked a return to our
“usual” concert format after our
unusually large celebration last year in
which we partnered with the Church of
St. Patrick in Huntington. Going back to
our roots, so to speak, meant a three-part
concert that first featured singers, then
orchestra players, and finally everyone
together.
First the Christ Church adult choir sang seven a capella anthems, including Thomas Tallis’ “If ye
love me”, Palestrina’s “Sicut cervus” and Virgil Thopson’s “My shepherd will supply my need.”
Then the strings of the orchestra played Mendelssohn’s short String Symphony No. 4. After
intermission, orchestra and chorus joined together to perform Franz Schubert’s Mass in G, and
concluded with Mozart’s “Tantum ergo” in D. The regular Christ Church choir was joined by more
than a dozen “extra” singers and an orchestra of 13 instrumentalists. It was a pleasure for me to
conduct so many fine musicians!
Afterward a beautiful reception followed in the Parish Hall, a perfect ending to a wonderful event.
I am very thankful to the choir for their tremendous work in preparing so many pieces of music,
and to the many others who pitched in to helped make it such a great day, especially Elisa Dragotto,
Christopher Judge, and Hector Henriquez. I’m also thankful to all of you who attended to make it
such a wonderful audience!
God bless, and when in doubt, sing loud!

The Oyster Bay Music Festival musicians will be in Oyster Bay from Sunday, July
23 – Sunday, July 30. Opening Concert is at Christ Church on Sunday, July 23 at
7:30 pm. For a full schedule, please visit their website at oysterbaymusicfestival.org.
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Outreach News
Outreach is one of our core responsibilities and pleasures. It takes many forms – from our Grants
Committee, which is responsible for the distribution of large grants of money from our endowment
to worthy causes worldwide, to fundraising by the St. Hilda’s Guild, to hands-on initiatives such
as HIHI and Habitat for Humanity, to in-kind giving such as providing a space for the Hispanic
Cultural Center and the Life Enrichment Center’s Daybreak program. Following is a snapshot of
recent outreach happenings. For more information on these programs, please visit the Outreach
section of our website at christchurchoysterbay.org/outreach.

Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative - HIHI
David Asher
During the warm summer months, it is
appropriate to reflect on yet another
rewarding and important year at HIHI, the
Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative. In
this turbulent political time, many
undocumented men fall into the shadows,
fearing deportation or worse. HIHI attempts
to help this situation in the most basic terms
– by providing food and shelter to some of
our area’s most vulnerable men at a time of
the year when the chance of freezing to death
is all too real.

Many hands make light work.

Christ Church takes a turn one Sunday each
month during winter to provide 3 meals and
a warm place to sleep for somewhere
between 15 and 27 men who are pre-screened
by the Family Service League of Huntington.
Our work takes place at the Unitarian
Universalist Church, which provides the vital
space where this program operates. Our
church provides, and our parishioners
prepare, a delicious hot meal and the
following day’s breakfast and lunch. We also

set up the space for a good night’s sleep, and
provide
parishioners
as
chaperones
throughout the evening and night.
A
surprising benefit of this program is the
opportunity for fellowship between all the
members of the Christ Church “team.”
The participation this year was as strong as
we have ever seen. Many hands make light
work, and we had regular attendance from
12

older and younger parishioners and our
clergy. We also shared the opportunity with
an extended “family” of volunteers
introduced to the program by Christ Church
members. Virtually all the participants
expressed how gratifying this project was,
and all our parishioners are encouraged to
take advantage of this opportunity beginning
again in December of this year.

We want to thank the dozens of volunteers of
all ages who gave their time to this truly vital
effort. Special mention goes to “Chef” Mike
Bibla who planned the menu and supervised
the kitchen help for these restaurant quality
meals.

   

St. Hilda’s Guild
Judith Colwell
This has been a very exciting year for the women of Christ Church, as we have resurrected St.
Hilda’s Guild, the Parish ‘ladies’ group of earlier days, which raised funds for local charitable needs
and enjoyed good times working together. This past fall, more than forty of our women joined
together to share ideas and goals, deciding to also focus on raising money for local needs. Our fund
raising projects would be simple but fun, and suitable for today’s need for more flexible schedules.
This year we voted to raise money to
contribute to Hood AME Zion Church for a
new sign at their Pine Hollow Cemetery
which is being restored. The good news is
that we raised almost $4000. The sign is
now installed, looking fresh and attractive
on brick pillars with wrought iron fencing.
There is landscaping planned, and hopes
for paving the parking area which is now
just dirt and pot holes!
Our fundraisers were a pre-Thanksgiving
Bake Sale and a mid-winter Soup Sale. In
March, those who were available joined
together to attend the Oyster Bay Historic Society’s exhibit on Hood AME Zion Church, which
was a fascinating history of our Black community, very much a dynamic and engaged part of Oyster
13

Bay. We later had lunch together in St. Hilda’s Room, sharing what we’d learned, enjoying being
together, and looking forward to future plans.
We invite all women parishioners to join us in St. Hilda’s Guild’s ministry. With everyone so busy
these days, it’s a great way to feel comfortable contributing what you can when you can and still
make a difference. A plus is the fellowship that our membership creates. Early next fall we will
meet to evaluate our past efforts and plan new ones. We already have ideas being contributed!
Have a wonderful summer full of blessings.
   

Habitat for Humanity
John Sant’Angelo
Just days before Christmas 2016, there was a quiet celebration taking place at our Habitat for
Humanity house in Wyandanch. The Dedication Ceremony was held on December 20th at which
the Beato family were finally given the keys to their new home and were able to start moving in.
For many at Christ Church and for all our volunteers, this
event was years in the making. Over two years ago, the
construction started, and we had our first chance to meet
the Beato family. CCOB volunteers may remember that
first wall raising on an exceptionally cold day with snow
in the forecast. Since that wall raising we had a number of
volunteer days, constructing everything from roof rafters
to sheet-rock walls and vinyl siding. Now two years later
from that first cold day, the family has moved in to their
new home.
All from Christ Church and especially the construction volunteers should be proud to have helped
build such a beautiful home for such and wonderful and deserving family. At the Dedication
Ceremony, the Beato family was overwhelmed with emotion and were thankful, gracious and
humbled by what was achieved. Everyone wore a permanent smile that day, realizing how this new
home will permanently and positively affect this family throughout their lives.
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Outreach Grants Committee
Adam Kimmick
On behalf of the Outreach Grants committee I would like to thank the parish for its continued
commitment to outreach. Grants are a central part of our outreach, and we convene a committee twice
a year to review applications and make recommendations. The mission of this committee is to find and
fund organizations where relatively large gifts ($2,000 or more) will make a big impact and where there
is an affinity with our parish’s goals.
As in prior years we followed a fairly strict set of
guidelines in order to select where our limited
funds are distributed. The first guideline is that
the charity is a viable charitable organization that
provides support for “basic human needs.” We
take the verification of these charitable
organizations very seriously and we have a
formal application process. Second, Christ
Church has guided our committee to reach out to
organizations whose mission aligns with our
parishes’ values. We support local, national, and
international organizations. And third, we look
to somewhat favor Christian, or Episcopal,
charities. Following are the grants which we Father Lapsley of the Institute for the Healing of Memories
have made for the Spring of 2017.
2017 Spring Grant Committee Allocation
Uplift Help International - $10,000

Program request is for Heath Care Screening and Provision of
Care and Medications for the 6,000 people is Ishiagu, Nigeria.
This Rockville Center, NY based group purchases and
distributes medications for malaria, typhoid, worms,
malnutrition, arthritis, infections, stroke and poor vision.

Institute for the Healing of Memories (IHOM)
- $10,000
IHOM was founded in 1998 by Fr. Michael
Lapsley, SSM, who lost both hands and an eye
in a letter bomb attack in Zimbabwe 1990.

IHOM seeks to contribute to lasting individual and collective
healing that makes possible a more peaceful and just future.
Since the 1990s, they have facilitated workshops and events
that enable people from different racial, religious and social
backgrounds to reach a better understanding of themselves and
of each other.

St. Etienne’s Church in Haiti - $4,250

Water storage and purification.

15

Concert Series
Elisa Dragotto,
Concert Series Director

Hours of rehearsal time go into a performance

On June 4th, the Adult Choir and
Festival
Orchestra
performed
anthems, Schubert’s Mass in G and
Mendelssohn’s String Symphony in
C Minor to a full audience. The
music presented was a culmination of
hours of rehearsal time and work by
many different people: from our
conductor, choir, guest singers and
instrumentalists, to our Sexton and
volunteers working behind the scenes
to make a hectic, complicated event
run seamlessly. Parishioners and
members of the community enjoyed
an afternoon of “classical” music and
refreshment.

Many thanks again to all those who made donations to Concerts at Christ Church. The success of
the Gala is due to your generosity.
Looking forward, the Red Door Chamber Players will be offering music that celebrates America
on July 14th at 7:30pm. They are a vibrant group of
extraordinary
musicians,
each
with
very
impressive backgrounds that include performing at
Avery Fisher Hall, Carnegie Hall and the Metropolitan
Opera House. Their love and passion for music is
inspiring. We are honored to host them.
Also, Jennifer Miceli and the lovely female voices of
Belle Voci will return for a concert on August 6th. The
concert is a fundraiser for the American Cancer
Society. The music and the rose ceremony are sure to
touch your heart.
Come enjoy the beautiful music at Christ Church!
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Red Door Chamber Players

Parish Life
Parish Life is a page on our website that highlights recent events with pictures and brief
descriptions, some of which are also highlighted here and in other sections of The Compass. If
you’d like to enjoy more pictures of our Parish family, please visit our website at
www.christchurchoysterbay.org.

Our Youth
We enjoyed a special service on April 30, with
many members of our youth participating in the
10:00 service, as Acolytes, readers, ushers,
choir, and more. Father Piret led an Instructed
Eucharist, helping us all to better understand the
different sections of the mass. On June 11 Father
Piret recognized the dedication of the Acolyte
servers for their volunteer efforts throughout the
year.

The Rain in Spain . . .
On Friday, May 12, a wonderful production of "My Fair Lady" was presented
to 75 people here at Christ Church. Plaza Theatrical Professional Productions
performed. Attendees were welcomed to a lovely pre-show reception by a
string ensemble, creating a wonderful ambience and setting the mood for the
delightful performance. Everyone left the Church tapping their feet and
humming the beautiful music of My Fair Lady.
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Parish Picnic
The Parish Picnic was held on the beautiful Rectory patio
following the 10:00 service on June 11. The weather was
fine (and hot!), the food delicious and plentiful. CCOB
supplied the hamburgers, hotdogs & fried chicken – and
busy volunteers worked hard preparing oodles of
delicious side dishes, BBQing, setting up the rectory and
cleaning up the mess! A special thank you to all who
worked so diligently to make this a special event again
this year. A good time was had by all! For more pictures
of the picnic visit Parish Life section of the CCOB
website at www.christchurchoysterbay.org/parish-life.

Men’s Fellowship
Bill Denslow
On May 2nd, the Men’s Fellowship group welcomed
Rabbi Steven Moskowitz of the Congregation L'Dor
V'Dor in Oyster Bay. L’Dor V’Dor is a vibrant
synagogue serving Long Island’s North Shore. Rabbi
Moskowitz led a very interesting discussion on the
differences of the Jewish and Christian faiths.
Surprisingly, the men walked away with a much
keener sense of the similarities we share with our
faith-based neighbors.
In addition, The CCOB Men’s Fellowship Group held
their annual strategy meeting at Scott Treiber’s home
on June 12th. Twelve disciples from the group spent
a beautiful summer evening enjoying a feast of beef, chicken and lamb barbeque. Scott Treiber led
the prayers, Gene Pagano led the philosophical discussion, Tim Brown (Warden) provided his
vision of growing CCOB to 1000 members next year, Martin Evans offered to bring back a Muslim
worshipper from Indonesia to address our next meeting, Bill Denslow led a heated discussion about
the group’s risqué program for the coming year, Father Michael reminded everyone that this was
not a sanctioned CCOB meeting, men who were AWOL were excommunicated, and all agreed that
the group will meet at the same venue again next year!
Editor’s note: if this report doesn’t entice you to join the Men’s Fellowship Group come September
– then I don’t know what will!
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Save a life!
Did you know approximately 90 percent of heart attacks that happen
outside of a medical facility result in death? The first ten minutes after an
attack are critical in terms of emergency response time for the highest
chance of survival. Here at Christ Church we are fortunate to have TWO
AED (automatic emergency defibrillator) kits. One is located at the back
of the church, and the other is in the parish hall. On Saturday, June 3, 16
people, 14 of whom are parishioners, were trained and certified in the use
of the AED kits and CPR!

“Light” Summer Reading
Have
you read any thought provoking books
Reading

lately? Not a Fan: Becoming a
Completely Committed Follower of Jesus, by Kyle Idleman is worth a try!
"When we learn to truly follow Jesus, we find that obedience to God comes from the
inside out. Submission to what God wants for our lives flows naturally out of that
relationship ... Try taking five minutes for the meditation. Close your eyes and in your
mind, picture Jesus. Watch Him turn, look at you, and HEAR Him ..."

Heavenly Humor

sophisticatedparties.blogspot.com
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