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Christ Church Oyster Bay
61 East Main Street
Oyster Bay, NY 11771
www.christchurchoysterbay.org
516-922-6377

9/11

Official Start of new CCOB year!
Family Church Day, Blessing of the Backpacks

9/18

First Day of Church School, followed by
Ice Cream Social.
Ministry Fair Sign-up Day, during Coffee Hour
Opera Night at 4:00 pm

9/24

Celebration of a New Ministry. Bishop Provenzano
visits for Rev. Michael Piret’s Installation Service
and Reception, Saturday at 3:00 pm

10/22 Canon Robert T. Hollett Memorial Organ Recital,
performed by Daniel Hyde of St. Thomas Fifth Avenue,
Saturday at 3:00 pm
10/23 LI Baroque Ensemble 3:00 pm
tickets@infolongislandbaroque@gmail.com
10/29 eVoco Concert 8:00 pm
Mixed Choral Ensemble
www.eVoco.vc

Editor’s Corner
This issue of the Compass includes Ton Heijmen’s review of the Gala concert, “Hail, Gladdening Light!”
performed in June to capacity audiences at both Christ Church and then again at St. Patrick’s, Huntington.
In the moving finale piece, Michael Haigler’s orchestration of Thomas H. Troeger’s hymn, three choirs rang
out Troeger’s inspiring words. The first stanza of the hymn seems entirely appropriate for Christ Church as
we think back on the three centuries of our existence and continue the work of those visionaries:
We live in that far future our founders could not see,
that strange new world and culture that time would bring to be,
yet God gave them a vision and fed their prayer and praise
inspiring their decision to build for future days.
David Sarles, Editor pro tem
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The Rector’s Corner
As of August, six months have passed since that distant
morning in February when I first began work as your
Rector. Two passages of Scripture come to mind as I
think back over these months.
The first is 1 Corinthians 3:10, where St Paul writes about
the strong foundation which has been laid in Corinth, as
if by ‘a skilled master builder.’ A great foundation has
been laid here at Christ Church through the time of
twenty-six Rectors before me, and in the marvelous
interim ministry of Charlie Colwell. I have been
privileged to inherit a congregation with remarkable gifts and strengths.
First of all, you are good at ‘showing up’ – Sunday after Sunday – a regular habit of Christian worship
which is all too easily swept aside by competing demands. You stretch beyond Sunday mornings too,
responding positively to an evening series on C.S. Lewis in February and March, and weekday Bible studies
on the Psalms in May and June. A foundation was also laid before my arrival in the preparation of six of
our youth for Confirmation, and four adults for Reception as Episcopalians. Children are well provided
for in opportunities for friendship and formation, and we have a healthy level of engagement with Camp
De Wolfe.
As a parish you reach out to those in need, not only with grants and access to our facilities but through
hands-on things like the Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative. It has been heartwarming to see a good
number of our flock, of all ages, take part in that important ministry, preparing meals and beds for homeless
workers. And as everyone knows, Christ Church is exceptionally blessed in its music. The top musical
emphasis is, as it should be, on the worship in our services; but we are also privileged to enjoy a fine
Concert series including an annual Gala, and visiting theatrical productions like Camelot (see elsewhere in
The Compass). A great foundation has indeed been laid!
The other passage I think of is Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (‘For everything there is a season’). It speaks of ‘a time
to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to rend, and a time to sew.’ For me, first
and foremost, these six months have been a time to learn. New faces, different customs, personalities and
possibilities, so many different family histories and perspectives on the life of this parish. Part of the
learning has been wrapping my mind around the shape of the parish’s finances – how things have been
done in the past, where we can improve. Such matters may seem dry and abstract, but of course they are
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not. The way we raise and use our resources is an
image of who we are. Our outreach and ‘inreach’
should mirror our special gifts and capabilities,
expressing our identity as God’s people in this
place.

These six months have been a time of change.
Sadly for us, Melinda Wenner Bradley, our
Director of Christian Formation, has been
promoted to a new post in her own denomination,
the Society of Friends (or Quakers). Shana Eutsay
has served devotedly alongside Melinda as Youth
Minister, focusing on our middle-school youth in
particular. With Melinda’s departure, however,
the two posts are now being rolled into one. The
children have loved Melinda and Shana: we will
all miss them! But I am pleased to report that as
The Compass goes to press, we have come to an
agreement with a new Director of Youth
Formation for the combined post. She is well
qualified to work with younger children and teens;
her name will be announced very soon, pending the
usual background checks and formalities.

On the cusp between September and October there
will be a Vestry Retreat. We’ll reflect prayerfully
on a number of things which had to be put on back
burners during the Interim period from 2014 to
2016. We will also talk about our shared
responsibility for Stewardship, the shape of our
Outreach, and a possible Capital Campaign to fund
the restoration of our splendid but ageing stainedglass windows. It’s also time to discern the way
ahead with regard to 193 South Street, the large
house Christ Church purchased three years ago, as
a potential Youth Center for Oyster Bay teenagers.
Father Casparian’s vision for this extremely
ambitious venture ran alongside preparations for
his impending retirement. During the interim
period there has been no hiatus in the work of
restoration (the total cost of purchase and
refurbishment now standing at nearly $1,000,000).
An incredible amount of attention and hard work
have been put into the building by Lou Baldino,
Helen Crosson, David Asher, Ellen Nicoll, and
others – we all owe them deepest thanks. A
Certificate of Occupancy is expected soon. What
next? Restoring an old building is very different
from launching, staffing and maintaining a viable
Youth Center over the long haul, in terms of
human resources, professional expertise, and
money. We must soon decide: would such a
venture reflect our strengths and skills as a parish,
or is it a bridge too far? A number of you have
expressed strong views to me already; the input of
all members of Christ Church is invited.

There has been another sad loss to Christ Church
since publication of the last Compass: Father
Robert Hollett, Rector Emeritus, died in early
May. Bob Hollett served the parish faithfully from
1968 to 1987. Among his many achievements, he
was the driving force behind the building of our
fine Helmuth Wolff organ. We will celebrate his
legacy and the thirtieth birthday of the organ
(1986-2016) on Saturday, October 22nd at 3:00
pm, with the ‘Canon Robert T. Hollett Memorial
Recital.’ The recital will be given by Daniel Hyde,
who has just succeeded the late John Scott as
Organist and Director of Music at St Thomas
Church, Fifth Avenue. Earlier that day, at 1:00
pm, a simple ‘said’ Requiem Eucharist will be
offered to remember Father Hollett. All are
invited. May he rest in peace and rise in glory!
In Christ’s love and service,
Michael
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The Senior Warden’s Corner
Laura Dougherty
A service of remembrance was held Tuesday evening,
July 12th at the Cathedral of the Incarnation in Garden
City. The event was entitled “Remembering Orlando: a
service of solidarity, love and justice.” All were
welcomed at the service that was attended by several
hundred people including ten members of Christ Church
and me. It was a fitting and moving tribute to 49 people
who lost their lives on June 12th in the deadliest mass
shooting in the US, and the worst terror attack since 9/11.
This tragic hate crime focused on the gay community.
At the memorial service, The Long Island Gay Men’s
Chorus performed and Christ Church member Christopher Judge took part. After a welcome by The
Very Reverend Michael Sniffen, Dean of the Cathedral, there were several readings, both Biblical and
from other appropriate literature followed by a presentation by Carl Cicliano, Founder of the Ali
Fornery Center for displaced gay young people and a reflection by The Right Reverend Mary D.
Glasspool, Assistant Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of New York.
The Offertory hymn “To A Place of Celebration” was written by The Rev. Carolyn Gillette in the wake
of the Orlando tragedy. The Cathedral Choristers have recorded this new hymn, which has aired on
NPR. The words of the last Stanza: “Give us love to change our vision; give us love to cast out fear.
Give us love to speak with wisdom - love to work for justice here. Give us love to welcome difference,
love no hatred can destroy. Only love can stop the violence, only love will bring back joy.”
The most moving part of the evening was the reading aloud of each of the forty-nine names, as the bells
tolled. Then a candle was lit and placed in one of seven basins on pedestals, at the front of the church.
Each basin held seven candles. After the last candle was lit, “Somewhere over the Rainbow” was sung.
After the recessional, we gathered on the front lawn of the Cathedral for refreshments and music and
“gave thanks for the gift of life that we all shared. Peace and love were sent to us that night and always.”
It was an honor and privilege to share in this remarkable and touching evening that will long be
remembered.
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Visit from the Very Reverend Lucinda Laird
Dean of the American Cathedral in Paris
On Sunday May 8, Christ Church welcomed the
Very Reverend Lucinda Laird, Dean and Rector of
the American Cathedral in Paris, as guest
preacher. Dean Laird spoke of the mission of the
Cathedral, bringing its work into the hearts of the
Christ Church congregation. Her message of
Jesus’s ascension and return echoed the
Cathedral’s feeding the hungry, serving the wave
of immigrants in camps on the North Sea coast,
and welcoming a diverse population to its doors in
times of tumult in Paris.
Connie Cincotta (left); Rev. Laird (center); Laura Dougherty (right)

May 8 was also Mother’s Day, and Dean Laird gave thanks for all mothers, pointing out that the
tradition was more focused in America than in France, and that mothers’ love, like the interwoven
relationship of the three bodies of the Trinity, extends to all the Church’s children.
In her slide presentation during Coffee Hour following worship, Dean Laird documented the
various programs of the Cathedral, such as the Friday evening, serving of over 300 sit down meals
to the homeless, the vocal strength of its choral music, and the history of openness during both
world wars. Even in the tense times of the November bombings and the recent Brussels incidents,
the doors of the Cathedral remain open and welcoming, not only to Episcopalians but also to
worshippers from a variety of religious backgrounds.
Christ Church has been blessed by Dean Laird’s visit and by her expression of the enthusiastic
practice of the work of the church.
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From the Very Reverend Lucinda Laird
May 23, 2016
Greetings from Paris,
I wanted to thank you for your interest in the American Cathedral
and for showing me such a warm welcome in Oyster Bay. It was
a real pleasure to meet you, and I hope May 8 won’t be the only
time we will see each other.
I have personally thanked Father Piret at Christ Church, Connie
Cincotta who hosted the amazing reception, and Laura VarrichioDougherty who was the mastermind behind my visit. But I
wanted to thank them here as well since everyone should know
how marvelous they all have been to me and to the Cathedral.
Please remember that the Cathedral is here for you, for your
church, for our Episcopal faith. Let’s keep the contact - who
knows what we may be called to do together?
The Very Reverend Lucinda Laird
Dean & Rector
American Cathedral, Paris
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Being Received
Michelle Parsinski
Upon the recommendation of Ladd Jeffers (whom I had the honor and privilege of singing with), I
came to Christ Church in 2014 to sing in the adult choir as a guest for Easter mass. I never
anticipated that I was going to begin a spiritual journey that would lead me to becoming an
Episcopalian. It started with Father Charlie's deep, philosophical, passionate, well-delivered, God
loving homilies. I was often spiritually moved and took notice that my beliefs aligned very much
with what was being spoken.
In addition, the community was so welcoming. Michael Haigler and the people of the choir were
so happy to have me sing with them and thanked me genuinely from the start. It took me two years
to arrive at this but as I was approaching this huge decision to join the Episcopalian faith, I realized
that these were the kind of people that I wanted to raise my daughter around. This is the type of
community I had always wanted to be a part of and never found in my Catholic faith.
Of course there were other important factors like
the beauty of the church itself, and the people that
I met at the coffee hour after church who were also
very warm and approachable. I also really
appreciated that Episcopalians were accepting of
all people, and were supportive of LGBT rights,
and committed to their outreach to the community,
and I thought that priests being able to marry was
very reasonable and I agreed with that. It was also
brought to my attention that my grandmother
(whom I had been extremely close with growing
up) was an Episcopalian and I thought about the
people I had met at the church, and her kind nature
and it seemed to fit like the piece of a puzzle. Christ Church felt like home.
Once I made the decision, it had been too late for me to attend the classes so Father Charlie gave
me a lot of material to read about the history of the church and Episcopalian belief. Then Father
Michael stepped in to help me with the transition. I met with him in Saint Hilda's room and he
answered the many questions I had about the faith. Then I met with him again and Connie Cincotta,
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who was also being received into the church. It was moving to hear her story and to share mine
with her and Father Michael.
The day I was being received was very difficult logistically for me. I had trouble finding a babysitter
for my daughter and I knew that she would never be able to sit through the mass at two years old.
My husband had to work and he could not get the day off, and there was no one in my family who
would be there to share in this wonderful commitment that I took so long to arrive at. My sister-in
law-took Lily but we agreed that it would be better if they didn't come to the cathedral. Silently, I
felt a bit alone but I went to the cathedral by myself, in good spirits, in my Saturday best; and then
immediately ran into Audrey and Connie (and later Helen) whom I was being received with. When
I saw all the people from Christ Church in the front two rows of the cathedral, I felt much better.
Emily McGowan approached me about sponsorship (I wasn't aware that I needed one to be honest)
but she said she was going to do that for me because someone had done that for her when she was
received into the church. Immediately I felt supported, and I felt like I really had people there for
me on such a monumental day in my life.
Father Michael gave all the confirmation and receiving candidates beautiful leather bound copies
of The Book of Common Prayer to which I was extremely moved and began to get teary eyed.
Bishop Provenzano delivered a homily that was so incredible that I described it as a spiritual “butt
whooping,” about the true meaning of love for Jesus and how we should never discriminate against
people. Then I was the first from our church to be received. With Emily on one shoulder and Father
Michael on the other I knelt down in front of the Bishop. After it was all over I was greeted by
Ellen, a fellow choir member who hugged me and gave me the most sincere welcome, and then I
was congratulated by my fellow candidates and others to follow. It was a beautiful day to say the
very least.
I would be remiss if I did not say that I am sincerely grateful to those who played a big part in my
decision (whether they are aware or not) to become Episcopalian and so thankful to those who
helped me so I did not have to go through it alone. God Bless you all. I only hope that I can be
there for you to lift you up in your time of need should you ever need it.
With love,
Michelle

9

Parish Life Corner
Parish Picnic, June 19th
Father Michael and Siân shared their beautiful and
renovated Rectory with the Parish for our annual Parish
Picnic. We had great weather and an overflowing
crowd to enjoy the rectory grounds and savor the
bountiful food. Thanks to the many parishioners and
the Hospitality Crew who contributed foods and helped
with the organization of this event. Thanks to the cooks
for expertly grilling the hot dogs and hamburgers! We
also want to take this opportunity to thank the Treibers
for having hosted this event for many previous years.

2016 Renie Harer Good Neighbor Award
What does the Lord require of you but to do justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly
with God? (Micah 6:8)

Every year, the Interreligious & Human Needs Council
celebrates individuals who go above and beyond in
working for their respective churches. On May 9th, our
own Ellen Nicoll and Ton Heijmen both received the
honor during an award dinner at St. Dominic’s Social
Room.

Congratulations Ellen & Ton!
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Terry Waite Comes to Christ Church
Siân Piret
On Sunday 7th August, we were lucky enough to
host Terry Waite and a large number of people
who attended a special coffee hour to hear him
speak and answer questions on the topic of
“Hostage Taking Today”.
Terry worked for several years as an envoy for
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Robert Runcie, in
the 1980s. He soon became involved in
negotiating the release of several British and
Iranian hostages who were being held in Tehran
by revolutionary guards on false charges of
spying. Terry travelled to Iran and successfully
negotiated their release, the British hostages
returning home in 1981. Similar negotiations in
1984 and 1985 for the release of British and
American hostages in Libya and Lebanon were
also successful. In 1987, Terry made a further
visit to Lebanon, hoping to secure the release of
four hostages, and having met with the Islamic
Jihadists responsible, and being promised safe
passage, was himself taken and held hostage for
1,763 days. Much of his imprisonment was spent
in solitary confinement, and he was finally
released in 1991.
Terry spoke strongly about the need to develop
better community relations between Islamic and
non-Islamic people, particularly in the UK and
USA, and especially the need to make sure that
young people feel they have a voice. Extreme
ideologies, often led by a charismatic leader,
appeal to young disaffected men, who once in,
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cannot leave, so it is very important to work with
young people to give them a balanced view of the
world. He also illustrated the importance of not
over-reacting to violent situations, but instead
getting to the root of the problem, with some of
his own experiences of talking to the captors in
Lebanon. Terry spoke movingly about his
experiences both of negotiating the release of
others, and of his own time in captivity, as well
as his visit back to Lebanon to meet with his
captors several years after his release. He closed
with two final messages:
“Regardless of creed, color or background, we all
belong to one family of mankind”.
“Out of even the most terrible situations,
something good can come”.
Many thanks to all who provided the wonderful
food for the event – all who attended are grateful!

Photo caption: Terry Waite and Archbishop Robert Runcie
returning to London with British hostages in March 1981

Camelot
The evening April 29, Plaza Theatrical Production of Camelot took the sanctuary of Christ Church
back to the days of King Arthur. A truly tour de force performance of Arthur, Guenevere and the
round table entertained a nearly full house with story and song. The talented cast, Chris and Kim
Dufrenoy as king and queen, Matthew Billman (Lancelot), John Waryas (Merlyn) and Chris Weiss
(Mordred) and a polished supporting cast of knights and maidens gathered the audience back to a
magical time in legendary England.
Vicki LoRusso’s inspiration brought Camelot to Christ
Church as part of the Concerts at Christ Church. Vicki
arranged with the C@CC schedule to include this
theatrical production in the music series, a fitting addition
to the other highly acclaimed presentations.
Two days after Camelot, Christ Church reappeared as our
house of prayer as Father Piret led Sunday worshippers to
be forward lookers. In Camelot King Arthur commands
his final knight, Sir Thomas Mallory, to write down the Camelot history, so that people can be
inspired by looking back on a glorious past; whereas the Easter story, Father Piret points out, calls
us to look forward towards God’s future, with unlimited hope and expectation.
Whether it is a place for suspension of disbelief, or as house of true believers, the Church is a source
of inspiration for us to go forward as better people.
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Hail Gladdening Light: a Poly-Choral Celebration
The 11th Annual Gala Concert at Christ Church
– HAIL GLADDENING LIGHT – was
performed on Sunday June 5 for a very large
(standing room only) and enthusiastic crowd.
The combined choirs of Christ Church and
Saint Patrick’s R.C. Church (Huntington)
produced a magnificent afternoon with many
works that were never performed here and one
was even a world premiere! The thankful
audience took many chances to give the
performers standing ovations.
The concert itself had three distinct parts: Part
One included a number of antiphonal works
with the choirs in different locations in the
church. These included Giovanni Gabrielli’s
Gloria (for three choirs!); Hail Gladdening
Light by Charles Wood; The world premiere of
a setting of the Kyrie by Matthew Koraus (choir
director at St Patrick’s); the very moving Ave
Maria by Franz Beibl; and the Ave Verum
Corpus by Gabriel Fauré sung by the combined
treble choirs. The first part was concluded by a
rousing I Saw the Lord, composed by John
Stainer. During these antiphonal works, the
various choirs answered each other in echo-like
fashion but with as many as 16 different parts
sung by the combined choirs!

The concert concluded with Part Three - two
works for choirs and festival orchestra, one
composed by Michael C. Haigler, “We Live in
that Far Future” and “Ubi Caritas”, composed by
Matthew Koraus. Michael’s composition
featured both choirs, the combined treble choirs,
and a special ensemble put together for this
particular work. During that performance, there
were 125 musicians on the stage – most likely a
record for the gala concert series which started
in 2006.
Another first: the concert was repeated a week
later (June 12) at The Church of St. Patrick in
Huntington with another large audience and very
similar enthusiastic reactions.

Part Two consisted of a Symphony for Organ
and Orchestra conducted by our own Michael
C. Haigler with Matthew Koraus playing the
organ. This piece by Charlies-Marie Wiedor is
truly one of the masterpieces for Organ and
Orchestra and deserved the long and standing
ovation by the enthralled crowd.

For us choir members it was a moving
experience, and I want to thank Michael Haigler
for his leadership and creativity in imagining this
concert and then actually implementing it in this
fashion. Truly a remarkable concert, and very
much appreciated by this choir member.

Ton Heijmen
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Outreach Corner
Fortune Society
Presentations of certificates of merit to
various staff and board members included
acknowledgment of the generosity of
individuals. The very first to be
acknowledged was our Christ Church
delegation. Through the work of Christ
Church’s Outreach Committee, funds have
been designated over the past few years,
helping the Fortune Society with its work.

On Friday, April 29, the same day as that
evening’s presentation of Camelot, five
Christ Church parishioners, Bob and Shirley
Frankum, Father Michael and Siân Piret, and
David Sarles, LIRR’ed in to New York to
attend the reception at “The Castle.” Not
Arthur’s castle, the New York City “Castle”
is Fortune Society’s residence, an alternate to
incarceration and a relocating crossroads of
men and women who are redirecting their
lives, having formerly fallen to crimes that
led to their imprisonment.

In particular, the rooftop garden atop the
Castle bears a plaque, “Christ Church, Oyster
Bay,” where some of the funds we provide
goes to the planting and caretaking of
vegetables and herbs used in their kitchen,
sold at local farmers’ markets, and given
away to local citizens. The paninis served us
for lunch included pesto made from some of
the herbs harvested.

Since 1967, the remarkable work of the
Fortune
Society’s
founder,
David
Rothenberg, and a cast of dozens of dedicated
board members and employees has restored
many former convicts to lead productive
lives. Several of those former inmates have
now risen to become staff members of the
“The Castle” where they help redirect other
residents.

Even more important now with prison
overcrowding, the work done by the Castle is
of great importance.
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Haiti
On Tuesday, January 12, 2010, a catastrophic 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck Haiti. The epicenter of
this earthquake was 25 miles from St. Etienne’s Episcopal Church in Buteau, Haiti. The quake was
felt as far away as Venezuela. Over three million people were affected, and the Haitian government
estimates a death toll of over 160,000 people.
The quake caused massive destruction, leveling the poorly built homes and commercial structures
throughout the island. Along with the total collapse of the Church and School at St. Etienne’s, the
Presidential Palace and the Roman Catholic Cathedral
of Our Lady of the Assumption (the Port-au-Prince
Cathedral) were also destroyed.
Our previous Rector, Peter Casparian, was approached
by Rev. Stephen Davenport, to help fund the
reconstruction of St Etienne’s. Our Vestry and
Outreach Committee agreed with this request and
approved funding. In January of 2014, a contingent of
five members from Christ Church visited the site to
see what had been rebuilt with our grant funding and
to view the devastation caused by the earthquake first
hand. Last May 2016, two representatives from Christ
Church, Michael Bibla, Vestry, and Adam Kimmick, Grant Committee Chairman, went to Haiti for
the Sunday, May 29, 2016 Service of Thanksgiving and official Dedication of the Church, which was
celebrated by Bishop Jean-Zache Duracin, Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of Haiti.
The mass was highly attended with standing room only. There were numerous choirs and musical
ensembles taking part in the Mass. They celebrated proudly and sang with enthusiasm. We were
humbled to be included in such a beautiful and uplifting ceremony. As a member of Christ Church
Oyster Bay, I can say that through your generous contributions we have surely made a difference in
the lives of these individuals. They seemed honestly grateful for what we have given them and in
helping them to rebuild their Parish and their lives.
Within the next few weeks, Adam and I plan to show you our photos and speak in greater detail about
our visit and the people that we met in Haiti. We hope you will all be able to attend. Without your
contributions to the various programs at our Parish – helping needy people like this would not be
possible.
Michael Bibla, Vestry
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A Walk through Christ Church Gardens
Recently, we walked the grounds of Christ Church to enjoy the professional landscaping and flower
gardens created and maintained by our sexton, Hector Herinquez. We parked our car in the church
parking lot and began our walk around the garden bed at the edge of the parking lot.
What a beautiful garden – forsythia bushes finished blooming and perennials in full bloom; white
Shasta daisies, tall white and pink phlox, goose neck, and loose strife poking their heads above the
hydrangea, and annuals of zinnias, begonias, and ageratum, with a fern leaf complementing the
flowers. Off on the south end of the garden stands a prominent Zynga (lilac) bush. Its blooms were
in the church last spring.
We then proceeded to walk along the path and lawn to the east end of the church and the memorial
garden. We paused in the memorial garden, admiring the bed of pachysandra and roses. What a
special place this is! Out of the memorial
garden at the rear of the south transept we
were delighted to see a bed of hemerocallis
(day lily) in the most striking rusty orange
color, and next to the daylilies was a yew
bush that a white morning glory vine had
called home – spreading across the yew
with its white blooms.
Following the manicured path around a
stately holly tree, we proceeded toward the
front of the church. It was a delight to walk
under the shade of the trees along the south
side of the church. At the foot of the
entrance steps sit two very large containers spilling over with begonias. Two more containers on
each side of the main entrance contain petunias and begonia and geranium. Along the fence, astilbe,
phlox, and hosta.
The gardens along the parish hall in the front and the side of the building are filled with hydrangea,
annabelle hydrangea, false dragonhead cleome, and zinnias. In the front is a boxwood hedge
framing the annuals and portulaka along the edge. We took a step over to the office building to
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admire the window boxes brimming over with vines and annuals. At the rear of the parish hall is
a magnificent oak leaf hydrangea in full bloom, and a lush scotch broom. Also to the left of the
rectory, near the garage is an outstanding hydrangea in deep blue. We then walked the driveway
back to our car, admiring the lily plants and hydrangeas framing the play area.
As we walked back to our car, we talked about how
talented and dedicated Hector Henriquez is for
Christ Church – how we have seen him mowing and
trimming on hot summer days – often seeing his big
hat, rising above the plants as he weeds his gardens.
We know what hard work it is to maintain the
grounds and garden, as we too are gardeners and
know that to keep the lawn and gardens thriving and
growing takes many hours of hard work, often down
on hands and knee.
So we both suggest to our friends at Christ Church
to take a quiet walk around your church and stop and
say “Thank you” to Hector Henriquez.
Harry and Virginia Slutter
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The Treasurer’s Corner
Laura K.V. Dougherty, Treasurer
At the end of the second quarter, giving statements were mailed out. These statements are a record of
your giving to Christ Church as of June 30, 2016. We are most grateful for your devoted support, and
encourage you to keep up your pledge obligation to ascertain your commitment is fulfilled by the end
of the year.
2016 Operating Budget =
42% FUNDED
58% FUNDED

$693,098
$290,600
$408,440

Pledges and Operating income
Investment Funds

The majority of funding for operating needs comes from investments which is
neither a good nor ideal situation. In addition to the operating budget, Outreach, Music and Capital
Expense are budgeted at $864,313 for this year and funded solely through investment funds. Capital
expenses include renovation of the Rectory, Sidney Street House and the South Street property.
2016 Total Budget
81.34% FUNDED
18.66 % FUNDED

$1,557,411
$1,266,811
$290,600

Total operating, music and capital budgets
Investment Funds
Pledge and Operating Income

For many years, the wardens, vestry and financial team have struggled with this issue and best ways to
address it. It is an ongoing dialogue and your constructive input to the process would be more than
welcome. The Financial Planning Committee meets periodically and during October and November
prepares the budgets for the ensuing year. The proposed budgets are brought to the Vestry for discussion
and approval.
The investments of Christ Church Oyster Bay have a current value of approximately $11,460,000.
Our endowment has been, and continues to be, well managed and has allowed CCOB to support
budgets and capital improvements that otherwise would not have been possible. The investments are
managed by Morgan Stanley, Merrill Lynch and the Diocesan Investment Fund. The investment
committee meets quarterly and is headed by Kyle Pulling as its chair as well as several members. Mary
Sadler, CCOB’s financial administrator, does a wonderful and professional job of organizing records
and taking pcharge of the financial concerns of the parish. Mary is a certified public accountant and
was admitted to the New York State Bar in April 1999. We are more than fortunate to have Mary on
staff.
Please feel free to contact me directly at haroldougherty@aol.com if you have any financial matters that
you wish to discuss and I’m available for discussion most Sundays after the 10AM service.
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The Compass is the official Newsletter of Christ Church. Submissions may be directed to the Editor
pro tem, David Sarles, by e-mail: dsarles16@gmail.com
Hard copy submissions may be left in the Compass mailbox in Parish Hall. Please clearly indicate
the source of any material that is not original.
Submissions from the internet will not be used if they cannot be cited or are not public domain .

With God’s help, we strive to embody the unbounded love of
Jesus Christ. Sustained by the Holy Spirit on our journey of
faith, we offer hospitality, healing and hope.
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