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Updates 
Typically, as the Church year winds down, coinciding with the school year ending and 

planning summer get-aways, there were always several important events at Christ Church 

to look forward to:  The Gala Concert of our Church Choir; the June Church Picnic; the 

week of free concerts performed by the young and talented musicians of the Oyster Bay 

Music Festival; the beautiful and moving Bella Voci concert, are a few to name.  

Unfortunately this year, in the age of the Coronavirus Pandemic, all of these events are on 

hiatus.   If it is possible, the Choir Gala, for one, is something we hope to be able to offer 

sometime in the Fall.   

Fall traditions as well may take a bit of imagination to pull off, such as Trivia Night fund 

raiser, Blessing of the Animals, Youth Sunday, St. Hilda’s Pre-Thanksgiving Bake Sale, 

All Hallows’ Eve, etc.    

We await further instructions from the Bishop, in consultation with the Governor and 

Nassau County health care officials, regarding the gradual and careful reopening of the 

Church and Parish Hall facilities.  Currently, we believe we may be able to resume some 

type of in-church service, perhaps combined with live, on-line (and recorded) broadcast, in 

July.  Meanwhile, we appreciate Fr. Piret’s weekly Prayer Time Services that can be 

enjoyed either at home or in great outdoors, and we encourage you to share them with your 

family and friends.   Rest assured, as we go forward in this new environment, Christ Church 

will find ways to connect with you all and will keep you informed every step of the way. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Swithin’s. Rev. Jay Sidebotham, The Church Pension Fund.  
All Rights Reserved.   
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From the Rector  

The appearance of the last Compass, just before Advent 

2019, now seems a world away.  Little did we know that a 

deadly pandemic would soon uproot so many aspects of 

church life, things we took for granted.  Immediately after 

the appearance of the last Compass, yes, Advent and 

Christmas came and went, life continued as usual.  The New 

Year was ushered in with our Twelfth Night party in the 

Rectory, and a Baptism, all as normal as they ought to be.  

Acolyte training and the annual Martin Luther King 

celebratory service took place as they always do.  By the 

time February settled in, though, what we did in church began to change.  First came the Bishop’s 

guidance, then directives, to avoid physical contact at the Peace, not to shake hands on entering and 

leaving the church, and to remove such things as the holy water stoup by the door.  Sharing the 

chalice at the Eucharist was at first limited (no more “intinction” or dipping), then wholly 

eliminated as of Sunday March 8th.  

 

Five days later, Bishop Provenzano announced that public worship in Episcopal churches was 

suspended throughout the Diocese of Long Island.  A week later, New York State as a whole went 

into lockdown, blowing the whistle on virtually all entry of our buildings.  Today as I write, in late 

May, things are not very different.  The balance of Lent, Holy Week, and Easter had to be observed 

“virtually,” a great loss to all.  At the same time, however, the closure of some doors has led to the 

opening of others, as our ministry continues undaunted.  As the saying goes, “The building is 

closed, but the church is open.”  We’ve had to let go of many familiar, beloved things, but at the 

same time we have learned a lot about new kinds of tools and we have rediscovered the value of 

some old ones.  

Being unable to worship together in person has shone a 

bright light on how much we value our relationships 

with friends at church.  Being able to reach out and hold 

someone by the hand, or give them a hug, is replaced 

for the time being by greetings from a distance, by more 

frequent telephone calls, notes, cards, or by electronic 

means.  We have been learning to use the online 

platform known as Zoom, for coffee hours, parish 

breakfast, Vestry meetings, even Sunday School.  

Worship has continued with weekly Prayer Time 
A Zoom Coffee Hour 
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videos, which we know are being watched not just locally but from as far away as Tokyo.  

Parishioners report sharing these videos with family and friends who would not normally 

experience a service from Christ Church.  The Choir has even performed a piece of music 

“together,” each singer recording his or her own part at home, with all the tracks blended into one, 

through the miracle of technology, to create a breathtaking ensemble performance.  Within three 

days of its posting, our Choir’s recording of “If ye love me,” by Thomas Tallis, was viewed over 

1,000 times on Facebook.  

 

So, from amongst things we have temporarily lost, new discoveries are arising as well, and new 

challenges.  One question to consider, going forward, is how we can build on the expanded audience 

Christ Church has been reaching through increased use of online communication.  Another 

challenge has been that of connecting more 

frequently with those of our congregation who do 

not use the internet or a smartphone.  Many receive 

a printed transcript of our Prayer Videos weekly in 

the ordinary mail, plus phone calls, asking how they 

are, reminding them at the very least that others are 

thinking of them.  An ‘In-Reach’ team meets by 

Zoom periodically in an effort to keep track, and 

make sure those who are most frail or vulnerable do 

not drop off our radar.  This too is part of the 

“church being open” while our buildings are closed.  

In all things, the Risen Christ is among us and we 

are reminded of a great principle of the 

Resurrection: nothing which happens is so bad that 

God cannot bring some kind of good out of it.  

 

Many have asked, when will in-person services start up again?  Bishop Provenzano, working jointly 

with the other Bishops of our Diocese and the Diocese of New York, has set July 1st as the current 

target for phased resumption of public worship.  By June 10th we expect to receive detailed 

information from the Bishop’s Task Force, setting out the particular steps churches will need to 

take, to protect the health of our people and of those with whom they come into contact, when we 

reassemble for worship.  When we gather in church again at last, needless to say, it will not be a 

return to things just as they used to be.  There will be limits on the number of people who can be 

present at any one service, precisely where they can (and cannot) sit, and so forth.  Masks will be 

required; we also expect restrictions on most kinds of singing and on the way Communion is 

distributed; in fact it is likely that the first services will not be Eucharistic at all.  Whatever those 

early services are like, however, Christ will be among us!  

 

 
CartoonChurch.com 
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Others have asked, what is the church’s financial situation?  As might be expected, our invested 

funds have certainly taken a hit, but – at the present time – not as severe a hit as we might have 

feared.  We are of course immensely fortunate to have such financial depth to begin with, in a time 

when many churches the size of ours have their backs to the wall.  Also, congregational giving has 

been keeping pace (more or less) with what it was last year at this time.  This is partly because 

some pledgers have generously made donations ahead of schedule.  A large number of others have 

steadily continued their automatic giving, or have mailed checks and envelopes to Mary Sadler in 

the parish office.  Warm and heartfelt thanks to you all!  For some, of course, giving has become 

harder or well-nigh impossible, due to a drop in income or even complete loss of employment.  To 

these parishioners, let me personally say: please do not worry about your pledge.  If a pledge made 

in sunnier times has become unmanageable, no one is going to come asking where it is!  Let others 

step in as they are able, to make up the difference.  And please let us know, as your church family, 

if there are practical ways we can help you get through this tough time with as little stress as 

possible.  What has become a cliché is no less true: “We are all in this together.”  

 

Christ Church is a family, and it is with immense sadness that we 

record the loss of one of our most beloved family members, 

Anthony Augustine, who died as a result of Covid-19 on Easter 

Morning at the age of 61.  Without Tony at the end of the front row 

in his wheelchair, week in and week out, often with that bright 

twinkle in his eye, Christ Church will never be the same.  The loss 

is most keenly felt by his mother Floss, Stephanie, David and all 

the immediate family, and his close friend and former carer Carlos 

Alvarez.  May Tony rest in peace and rise in glory.  His death has 

come just as the Ashers and Augustines are following through on 

their long-planned move to North Carolina.  For the Christ Church 

family, this further multiplies what is already a huge loss.  

Stephanie and David, Noah, Savannah, and Nicholas have brought 

such vitality to Christ Church, serving in countless ways: at the altar, on the Vestry, Altar Guild, in 

the parish Library, on the board of Camp De Wolfe, and above all through their inspirational 

devotion to HIHI, the Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative.  

 

Stephanie, David, and family – choruses of thanks for all you have done, over so many years.  We 

hope your future church in North Carolina knows how lucky they are to have you.  If not, it doesn’t 

matter, because they soon will!  You go with our love and prayers and immeasurable gratitude.  

 

In Christ’s love and service,  

Michael   
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Warden’s Corner 
By Peter Colgrove 

It was an honor to be elected as one of the Christ Church Wardens at 

the annual meeting on March 1st. On behalf of my fellow 

parishioners. I look forward to working with Father Michael, 

Warden Vikki LoRusso and the entire Vestry.  

 

Of course, soon after my becoming a Warden the Covid-19 crisis set 

upon us and our way of life at Christ Church was turned upside 

down. This crisis has resulted in the scaling back of many of our 

programs and the suspension of our Sunday services. This was 

especially painful to us all when we were unable to be together at 

Easter. The Easter service is our most special service of the year, 

highlighted by the joyful and beautiful music from our choir which 

is supplemented each year by a horn section. It certainly was 

different to be home on this special day and not be in church with our friends and fellow 

parishioners. It was further disappointing for many of us to not be able to share Easter with our 

families.  

 

Although we are not able to be together at our Sunday services we are indeed fortunate to be able 

to “attend” Michael’s special video weekly services. These services have been very uplifting and 

we are grateful for Michael’s and Sian’s team effort in producing these wonderful video services. 

Thank you also to Michael Haigler for sifting through his extensive catalogue of Christ Church 

recordings and finding the beautiful hymns most appropriate for each service. 

 

We have also been continuing the weekly coffee hours by using Zoom technology – a technology 

that I was unfamiliar with just 2 months ago. Although not the same as our regular coffee hours, 

such as those where Bill Denslow serves his signature ham dish, the Zoom coffee hours have in 

many ways allowed us to “visit” with more of our fellow parishioners than we might normally do 

if we were actually in the Parish Hall. Over the past several weeks we have learned a bit more about 

each other: what we are doing; how we are coping; what we are reading; seeing on TV; where we 

are walking; and how our family and friends are faring. What is clear from these coffee hours is 

that everyone stands ready to help or comfort those in need and that there is an overwhelming desire 

to be back together with our friends at church. 
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Our all getting together again is dependent 

upon the approvals of Governor Cuomo and 

Bishop Provenzano. Although Houses of 

Worship are considered “essential services”, 

gatherings of more than 10 people are not 

permitted under the Governor’s executive 

orders. Furthermore, Bishop Provenzano has 

required that all churches in the Diocese 

remain closed at least until July 1st. Lifting  

 

 

 

both these prohibitions are dependent on the 

abatement of the virus. We  pray that this 

horrible virus which has caused so much 

hardship and sorrow to so many is eradicated 

in the near rather than the long term, so it will 

be safe once again for us to worship together 

in our wonderful church and to enjoy one 

another’s friendship in person.  That day, 

when it arrives, will be a joyful one!       
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Youth Formation 
Kathryn Cantanno 

 

The year 2020 has presented many bitter lemons, but Church School, along with Zoom 

technology and willing Christ Church families, has made lemonade!  

 

Since the Covid-19 pandemic has 

prevented us from meeting for 

Church School each Sunday, we’ve 

“met” at weekly Zoom sessions. At 

the end of each week, the lesson to be 

covered for the upcoming Sunday is 

emailed so the children can complete 

small activities to prepare for the 

lesson before our session a couple of 

days later.  At 10 a.m. each Sunday, 

it’s wonderful to see happy faces 

waiting to join our Zoom session 

(often, we have guest appearances 

from some of our furry family 

members…Fergus Piret has even 

joined us a couple of times!).  

 

We enjoy catching up with each other…it’s not easy being apart. Although we’d prefer to 

be together in Parish Hall and in our beautiful church on Sunday mornings, this is a 

wonderful way for our Church School children to stay connected to our faith community! 

 

  

Fr. Piret Zooms in on a virtual Church School session. 
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Stained Glass Windows 
Bill Denslow  

In May of 2019, we embarked on the journey to restore Christ Church’s magnificent Oliver 

Smith stained glass windows.  By late July, all of the windows had been removed from the 

Church and transported to the Botti Studio in LaPorte, Indiana where the work to 

painstakingly restore them began.  Before the end of the year, we got a sneak preview of 

just how beautiful these windows were going to be, when the small Trinity Window, above 

the double doors, was returned.   

 

On a Sunday in January, Christ Church 

parishioners received a wonderful surprise 

when they came to services that morning.  The 

Resurrection window above the High Altar 

was back in its rightful place.  A joy for all to 

see.  Over the next several weeks, work 

continued both at Christ Church and at the 

Botti Studio.  In February the unsightly 

scaffolding outside was removed, as no further 

work was needed from the “outside in.”   

 

 

In March, the artisans were back at Christ 

Church to prepare for the installation of both 

the North and South transept windows.  And 

then the outbreak of the Coronavirus Covid-

19.  At that time, guidelines from Governor 

Cuomo were changing rapidly.  The Bishop 

made the reluctant decision to cancel all 

church services, yet for a few days it was 

unclear if the work could continue inside the 

church.  As the situation declined, there 

were more restrictions country-wide and the crew had to return to Indiana.  Before they 

Installing the East Window 
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left, they were able to complete the installation of both the Madonna window and the 

Ministry window.    

 

Shortly after the crew left Christ Church, the Botti 

Studio was also ordered to lock-down, and all 

remaining restoration work was stopped.  Recently, 

we had good news though -- as of April 18, the 

Studio was allowed to resume work on our 

windows. Since then, Chris Botti has indicated that 

the restoration work at the Studio should be 

completed by July.  We await clarification from the 

Governor, Nassau County, and the Bishop as to 

when the installation can resume inside Christ 

Church. 

 

While these pictures do not do justice to the 

magnificence of the restored windows, they will be 

a feast for sore eyes when we are finally able to 

return to the Sanctuary for worship! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Restored North Transept window 
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Education in the World of the Pandemic 
By Vikki LoRusso 

Being an administrator in an elementary school is a world I love going to every day.  To see children 

smiling, energetic, happy and learning new things is an exciting place to be.  Watching teachers 

interact with their students, using their craft, engaging their kids and loving what they do is a joy.  

This is making a difference in the world, and to be part of it is a most treasured gift. 

The pandemic has stripped the physical presence of this gift from students and 

educators alike.  It happened in a whirlwind.  Within a week, we learned of the 

virus and knew it would close us for a little while, like snow days.  We would 

take some work home but we would be back soon.  Little did we know in March 

that our world was going to enter what seems like a science fiction movie.  We 

don’t see our friends, companions, teachers, colleagues, classmates, or family 

outside of our houses.  We can’t touch, hug, or shake hands with people.  We 

can’t see if people are smiling, only the brief look of eyes as we quickly move past people at a six 

foot distance.  This is mind boggling, unfathomable for any of us as adults to understand.  If we 

don’t understand, how do we possibly explain it to our children and make them feel safe and feel 

that everything will be all right soon? 

This is the task that is before us as educators in what appears to be our “new normal.”  The often 

used (and yes, overused) phrase that we are building the plane while we are flying the plane is sadly 

accurate.  We know as educators that children feel safest when we can keep as close to the routine 

they know as possible.  This is especially true in times of tragedy and uncertain times, and these 

certainly are uncertain times.  We want students to know that the school, their safety zone, is still 

here for them.  How do we do that?   We still meet as a team, and teachers still teach, albeit in a 

different form. They reach out to their students individually and as a class in a different format, the 

world of the internet.  Students today have grown up with computers as part of their daily learning, 

but not as their sole learning.  Teachers have not used it as their sole method of being able to teach.  

It has had to become this, though, almost overnight, now called “Distant Learning,” and it must be 

continued as the thread to hold the connection of kids to education and their school, until the 

physical connection can reconnect. 

Schools are struggling to protect their students’ education.  Zoom meetings and Google meets are 

now the daily routine for educators.  Teachers are meeting as grade levels to discuss and plan 

lessons for each class and grade.  They are planning small groups, individual lessons, large group 

lessons, grade level lessons.  They are creating fun activities, pulling in virtual lessons such as 

virtual trips to the zoos, museums and theaters.  They have scavenger hunts, art activities, physical 
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fitness challenges, cooking demonstrations, book clubs, and more.  They have class zoom meets to 

just check in with each other so children can “see” each other and their teachers.   

Administratively, yes, we are all part of these meetings as well.  We are concerned, brainstorming, 

and planning for our eventual return to the buildings.  Each level, elementary, middle school, and 

high school have different needs and concerns.  As an elementary administrator, we are looking at 

scheduling.  Can you imagine social distancing for Kindergarten students?  How do you tell 

children not to be near each other?  What is the cafeteria going to look like, if we can even have 

them eat there?  What is busing going to look like?  Even if we quadruple the amount of buses to 

space kids out every several seats, how do we control students from leaving their seats and moving 

toward each other?  Are they all going to wear masks?  How do we keep the masks on?  This will 

mean no more cultural arts assemblies, class parties, concerts, etc.  This is a whole change of the 

educational experience.  How very sad this all is. 

I haven’t even mentioned the parent component to this.  It is hard enough being a parent and raising 

children.  To suddenly within a few days’ notice, be charged with being home with your children 

24 hours a day, for not only the regular physical and emotional needs, but now full entertaining and 

also the educational needs of your children is unbelievable.  Never in our lives could this ever have 

been conceived.  Working parents now face having to be out work, loss of income, and other 

stressors, yet trying to have this all make some sort of sense for their children.   

It has always been my effort during difficult times to look for the positives.  Well, there are 

positives here.  Yes, our lives have been turned upside down.  However, look how resilient people 

have become.  More people have developed problem solving skills they never used before.  People 

are more appreciative of each other.  Parents as a whole are appreciating all that teachers do, and 

conversely, teachers are seeing all that parents have on their plate.  Each are now more 

understanding of each other’s needs.  Acts of kindness and generosity, neighbors helping neighbors, 

strangers helping strangers, are commonplace.  People who never thought they could turn on a 

computer are now navigating it and connecting to people they haven’t heard from in years. 

Housebound people are now able to feel part of a community again.  Having this common 

experience brings everyone on the same common level.  No one can go to the hair salon, so we are 

all looking shaggy, and that’s OK!  We can appreciate now the little things in life are actually the 

most important things in life … the meaningful time and conversations we now have with each 

other.  Playing board games and reliving family stories are so much richer.  Taking walks together, 

taking time and seeing the beauty in all of God’s creations.  Going back to basics, learning to slow 

down and appreciate each other as humans and caring for each other has not been a bad lesson --  

difficult, yes, but at least a positive takeaway from this experience.    

Although the pandemic has challenged us, educators have continued to rise to the occasion, to 

innovate, and reinvent their practices.  Even when the pandemic has caused us to pause our lives, 

we must also pause to find those silver linings that allow us to grow into better individuals.   
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Parish Spotlight 
Andrew Mericle grew up in Christ Church.  He was baptized and confirmed here, attended 

Church School, and was a treble Choir member until he was old enough to graduate to the 

Adult Choir.  He currently is serving his second term on the Vestry.  His love of Christ Church 

and deep faith was instilled in him by his mother Pam, also a member of our Adult Choir.  

Andrew married his beautiful wife Amanda at Christ Church in September 2017.  During this 

time of Coronavirus restrictions, we’ve asked Andrew to share his enjoyment of Bonsai. Maybe 

it will serve as an inspiration of hope for you too! 

 

I always loved Bonsai trees but was too scared to get one because of the stigma of how hard 

they were to care for. One day I finally gave in and was ready to take the challenge. I purchased 

two Japanese Juniper Bonsai trees and learned very early on that they are quite self-sufficient.   

Juniper Bonsai trees are mostly outdoor trees unless there 

is extreme weather. You must place the Juniper Bonsai 

outdoors in a bright spot where it will get direct sunlight 

in the morning, but filtered shade during the hottest part 

of the day. Daily poke your finger into the soil around 

your bonsai tree, pushing it about ½ inch into the soil. If 

the soil feels dry, water the tree by placing it into a 

container of standing freshwater for five to ten minutes. 

Prune your Juniper Bonsai in the Spring by pinching back 

new growth at the top of the tree. Pruning specifics will 

vary based on the shape and style of the tree that you 

want.  

This is still new territory for me and certainly different 

from the everyday gardening I enjoy so much. The 

Japanese translation of the word Bonsai is “Planted in a 

Container.” I feel that that is so appropriate for what is 

happening in our ever-changing world now. But to me, it also means hope -- because something 

that is planted in a container with the proper care flourishes into the most beautiful and ornate 

object. My Bonsai trees signify HOPE.  
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Parish Life 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Despite the hardships of lockdown due to 

Covid-19, we have been blessed in many 

ways, including the newest addition to the 

family of Hector and Maria Henriquez, Mateo 

James, born on April 15, 2020 to proud 

parents, Carlos & Joselyn Ayala.  Mateo 

weighed in at 6 pounds, 9 ounces, and was 

19.5 inches long.  Can’t wait to meet him in 

Noah’s Nursery! 

 

Christ Church has been the lucky beneficiary of 

various Eagle Scout projects during the past several 

years.  Recently, Jack Sadler of Troop 690 in Seaford, 

renovated a classroom on the lower level of Parish 

Hall.  Jack’s project consisted of repairing and 

repainting the much damaged walls and ceiling in the 

Learning Tree as part of his Service Project.  With the 

outbreak of Covid-19, in order to complete the 

project’s board of review, Jack had to interview with 

the Boy Scouts’ representative over the on-line Zoom 

platform – the first Scout to finish his review using this 

technology.  Jack is the son of our Finance 

Administrator, Mary Sadler, and is a junior at 

Chaminade High School in Mineola.  Congratulations 

Jack! 
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Any guesses where Griffith Evans will be attending 

college come Fall?  Whether it is on campus – or via 

remote learning – we know Griff will be an asset to the 

George Washington Elliott School of International 

Relations.  Congratulations Griff! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Security takes on a new meaning 

in the age of Coronavirus! 

Those who checked Facebook on a recent 

Sunday were surprised and delighted to 

see Christ Church’s first “virtual choir” 

project – Thomas Tallis’ If Ye Love Me.  

Thank you to Siân Piret and Michael 

Haigler for their collaborative effort on 

this project, to Arielle Levioff for the 

recorded “timing track,” and thanks of 

course to the Choir for their dedication to 

create beautiful music for Christ Church 

– even from their own homes.  If you 

missed it - check out our website at 

https://christchurchoysterbay.org/music/

virtual-choir 

https://christchurchoysterbay.org/music/virtual-choir
https://christchurchoysterbay.org/music/virtual-choir
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