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OPENING SENTENCE 
The Angel said to the shepherds, “I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people.  For unto you is born this day in the City of David a Savior, Christ the Lord.”    
 
PRAYER FOR THE BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE 
Heavenly Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we thank you for all your gifts of love, and most of all 
for the birth of your Son Jesus Christ.  Send your blessing on this crèche.  May it brighten the hearts 
of all who see it, reminding everyone of the birth of Jesus, and helping all people to welcome the 
Christ Child into their own hearts in this holy season.  All: Amen  

 

OPENING HYMN 100    Sung by all     “Joy to the world” (v. 1, 2, and 4) Antioch 

1.  Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  
let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room,  
and heaven and nature sing.  

2.  Joy to the world! The Savior reigns;  
let us our songs employ,  
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,  
repeat the sounding joy. 

4.  He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  
the glories of his righteousness,  
and wonders of his love. 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant 
that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he 
comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 

All sit 
A READING FROM LUKE (1: 26-33) 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 

virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name 

was Mary.  And the angel came to her and said, “Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you!  Blessed 

are you among women!”  But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind 

what sort of greeting this might be.  And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God.  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
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shall call his name Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 

for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

 
HYMN  265                “The Angel Gabriel”   

(vv. 1 and 4 sung by all; vv. 2, 3 by soloists)  

 

 All:   The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

   his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

   “All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, 

   most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

 

Gabriel:   “For know a blessèd Mother thou shalt be, 

  all generations laud and honor thee, 

  thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 

  most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

 

Mary:     Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

  “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 

  “my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.” 

   Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 

 

 All:    Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

   in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

   and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say— 

   “Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!  

 

 

A READING FROM LUKE (2: 1-7) 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.  And all 

went to be taxed, each to his own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, to be taxed with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child.  And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered.  

And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.   
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HYMN      Sung by all       “Away in a Manger”   

 

  Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,  

  The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  

  The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  

  The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  

 

  The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  

  But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.  

  I love thee, Lord Jesus!  Look down from the sky,  

  And stay by my side until morning is nigh.   

 

  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay  

  Close by me for ever, and love me I pray.  

  Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  

  And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.   

 

 

A READING FROM MATTHEW (2: 1-11) 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.”  When Herod the king heard 

this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of 

the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem 

of Judea.”  Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 

the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 

and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”  When they 

had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before 

them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 

they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 

frankincense and myrrh.  
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HYMN 128     Refrains sung by all      “We three kings of Orient are”   
 

   Kings: We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

 field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.   

 

   Refrain (all):  O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright;  

 westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

   Caspar: Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 

 King for ever, ceasing never over us all to reign.  -Refrain 

 

   Melchior: Frankincense to offer have I: incense owns a Deity nigh; 

 prayer and praising, gladly raising, worship him, God Most High.  -Refrain 

 

   Balthazar: Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

 sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  -Refrain 

 

 

PRAYERS 

Intercessor Let us pray for the church, and for the world which our Lord came to save.  
Lord Jesus, born in a stable, for whom there was no room in the inn: help us  
give support and friendship to those who are poor and in need.  In your mercy, 

People hear our prayer. 

Intercessor  Christ our Savior, whose parents fled into Egypt, strengthen those who aid and  
 welcome homeless refugees.  In your mercy, 
People  hear our prayer.  

Intercessor  Christ, who came to save us, bring healing and comfort to the sick and all who  
 suffer.  In your mercy, 
People  hear our prayer. 

Intercessor  Lord Jesus, the Prince of Peace, help those who work for good will among  
 people of all nations.  In your mercy, 
People  hear our prayer. 

Intercessor  Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, give wisdom and humility to those who 
have political and military power.  In your mercy, 

People  hear our prayer. 
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Intercessor  Lord Jesus, your heavenly radiance filled a lowly manger: give the glory of 
everlasting life to all who rest in you.  In the silence of our hearts we remember 
those who have died whose memories are dear to us. (silence is kept)   

 In your mercy, 
People  hear our prayer. 

Intercessor  Holy Savior, child of Mary, thank you for knowing us and loving us, and sharing 
our lives.  We give praise for your Holy Birth. 

People  All glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

 
All stand 

THE PEACE -  exchanged without physical contact 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

HYMN 111      Sung by all               “Silent Night”    

 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright  

 round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy infant so tender and mild, 

 sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

   Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,  

 glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing, “Alleluia! 

 Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!” 

 

   Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light  

 radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,  

 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING      
 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born 

for us, that we might be delivered from sin, and receive power to become your children. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world.  And so, Father, we bring you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 

Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  On the night he 

was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  After 

supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood 

of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 

you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  Father, we now celebrate the memorial of your 

Son. By means of this holy bread and cup, we show forth the sacrifice of his death, and proclaim 

his resurrection, until he comes again.  Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in your 

Son Jesus Christ. Make us a living sacrifice of praise.  By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER              

Celebrant            And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Celebrant &People      Our Father, who art in heaven, 

       hallowed be thy Name, 

       thy kingdom come, 

       thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us this day our daily bread. 

      And forgive us our trespasses, 

       as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

      And lead us not into temptation, 

       but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

       for ever and ever. Amen                                                     

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

The Invitation to Communion follows:  Baptized Christians of any denomination are welcome to receive 
Holy Communion in the Episcopal Church.    

• Please wait to be directed forward for Communion by the Usher.   

• Keep your mask in place until after you have been given the Sacrament.  It will be placed 
on your open palm.   

• When the Sacrament is in your hand, move a short distance (6 feet or so) to the side. 

• There, briefly raise or lower your mask to put the Sacrament in your mouth. 

• Finally, put your mask fully back in place before returning to your seat via an outside aisle.  

 

AFTER COMMUNION  

Loving Father, as we remember the birth of Jesus, may we share in the song of the angels, the 
gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men.  Close the door of hate, and open the 
door of love all over the world.  Let kindness come with every gift, and goodness with every 
greeting.  Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with 
clear hearts.  May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and the Christmas 
evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts – forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’s 
sake.  Amen.  (Robert Louis Stevenson, adapted)   
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THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

May Almighty God, who sent his son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, 
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.   

 May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and 
make you heralds of the Gospel.   

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 
peace and favor.   

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always.  Amen. 
 

The people stand 
DISMISSAL HYMN 83   Sung by all         “O come, all ye faithful” v. 1, 3, and 6 Adeste fidelis 

1. O come, all ye faithful,  
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him,  
born the King of angels; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

3.  Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;  
glory to God, glory in the highest, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

 

6.  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born that happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given;  
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 
Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude 
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ASSISTING AT THE SERVICE: 

Reader Nicole O’Shea-Holohan 
Gabriel Laura Warner 
Mary Andi Holohan 

Kings Beatrix Postley, Sarah Lavin, Lauren Swezey 
Intercessor Michael Bibla 

Ushers Siân Piret, Betsy Bibla, Michael Bibla 
Altar Guild Evie Sarles, Lynn Warner 

 
 
 

 

                        CHRISTMAS SERVICES SCHEDULE: 

Christmas Eve 
10:15 pm Prelude of Christmas Music 

10:30 pm Christmas Eve Eucharist 
 

Christmas Day 
10:00 am Christmas Day Eucharist 

 
First Sunday After Christmas 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II  

 
 
 

The Rector, Staff and Vestry of Christ Church would like to thank all of our volunteers, 
Choir members, and those who have assisted with our services throughout the year. 

 
 
 

We wish you all a blessed 
Christmas and a happy, healthy, and  

peaceful New Year! 
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Christ Church 
A place of faith, hope, and uplifting worship,  
sharing Christ’s love and making a difference 

in the world. 

Sunday Worship: 8:00 am Said Eucharist Rite I   &   10:00 am Choral Eucharist Rite II 
Church School classes: Sundays, Sept. through June; classes begin at 10:00 a.m. in Parish Hall 

 

55 East Main Street ~ Oyster Bay, NY 11771 
Phone: (516) 922-6377 ~ Fax: (516) 922-0802 

Father Piret cell: (516) 815-6471  

E-mail: office@christchurchoysterbay.org         Website: www.christchurchoysterbay.org 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., closed Mondays. 

RECTOR 
The Rev. Dr. Michael Piret, ext. 102, rector@christchurchoysterbay.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE & MINISTRY STAFF 
Peggy Heijmen, Parish Administrator, ext. 101, office@christchurchoysterbay.org  

Michael C. Haigler, AAGO, Music Director, ext. 112, music@christchurchoysterbay.org  
Mary Sadler, Financial Administrator, ext. 103, finance@christchurchoysterbay.org  

Kathryn Cantanno, Director of Youth Formation, kcantanno@optonline.net 
Hector Henriquez, Sexton 

  Eric Bergman, Verger 

 
VESTRY 

Peter Colgrove, Warden    Connie Cincotta, Warden 
Fred Bauerschmidt    Andrew Mericle     Audrey Tsoukias 

Michael Bibla     Sonja Lake   Suzanne Siple 
Ron Hlinka   Evelina Sarles   Carrie Schmermund 

Eric Bergman, Clerk   Laura K. V. Dougherty, Treasurer 
 

HONORARY CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Charles R. Colwell 

The Rev. John G. W. Zacker, M. Div. 

EMERITUS RECTORS 
The Rev. Canon Bruce D. Griffith  
The Rev. Dr. Peter F. Casparian  
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