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Christmas is around the Corner!  Join us for these special 

seasonal events: 

 
Sunday, December 8 
St. Nicholas Visits during Coffee Hour 
 
Friday, December 13 (7:30 pm) 
Mr. Charles Dickens reads ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
 
Sunday, December 15 (4:00 pm) 
Lessons & Carols  
 
Christmas Eve 
Christmas Pageant 4:00 pm  
Brief Child-friendly Christmas Communion 5:00 pm 
Prelude of Christmas Music 10:00 pm 
Christmas Eve Eucharist 10:30 pm 
 
Christmas Day 
Christmas morning Eucharist 10:00 am 
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From the Rector -- Retrospect  

This is the first issue of the Compass since the death of its editor, 

Ton Heijmen, last December.  Ton’s passing was wholly 

unanticipated, a major blow to the parish, above all of course to 

Peggy and the rest of his family.  His exceptional service as a 

Warden (including an Interim between Rectors), his unstinting 

efforts on the Stewardship Committee, as a member of the 

Choir, Financial Planning Committee, Audit Committee, 

Investment Committee, Men’s Fellowship, being the children’s 

Saint Nicholas every December – the list goes on – all these 

things made him an irreplaceable figure in our parish.  Bishop 

Provenzano came to preside at the funeral, a tribute to Ton’s 

service as Treasurer of the Trustees of the Estate Belonging to 

the Diocese of Long Island, and, on multiple occasions, as a 

delegate to the General Convention of the Episcopal Church.  

His genial presence, irrepressible good humor, and boundless 

energy are sorely missed.  We have lost a wonderful friend and 

a great champion of Christ Church.  

The Festival of Lessons and Carols was especially poignant, 

taking place the day after Ton’s death, yet nothing slows the 

inexorable advance of Christmas.  For the second year running, 

we followed the Pageant with a shorter Eucharist than in previous 

years, a makeshift altar looking magical beneath the decorated 

‘Bethlehem stable’ of the pageant set.  Moving from 2018 to 2019, 

and reaching the centenary of Theodore Roosevelt’s death on 

January 6th, we marked it with a special Evensong, during which 

flowers were ceremonially laid on the Presidential pew by 

Howard Erlich, Chief of Staff of the Theodore Roosevelt 

Association; that same day we had our Twelfth Night party in the 

Rectory, enjoyed by all who came!   Our usual midwinter fixtures 

followed: an ecumenical service commemorating Dr Martin 

Luther King Jr, and a Super Bowl party, during which the New 

England Patriots, typically, spoiled it again for everyone else.  
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Early Spring marked the end of an interval of 

several years during which Christ Church 

owned and had been restoring a historical 

property, the old Visiting Nurse Association, 

at 193 South Street.  Uncannily, the sale of 

the property was closed precisely six years 

after the closure on its purchase, right down 

to the date (March 22), the very hour of day 

(3 pm), and room in which the papers were 

signed (at Humes & Wagner, Locust Valley).  

What was purchased with the dream of 

creating a youth center with participation 

from other churches and agencies, which did 

not come to fruition, has instead become the 

home of  the landscaping  division of  a 

popular local business, Dodds and Eder.  The 

new owners have transformed it into a most 

handsome property with attractive plantings 

and gardening advertising their craft.   

Contrary to some expectations, the parish has 

roughly broken even on what was spent on 

the venture over the six years since March 

2013.   

This year I presented a Lenten Series called 

“The Book of Common Prayer: A User’s 

Guide”; it was augmented by an excellent 

talk from Father Zacker, on the Resurrection.  

More recently, some members of the parish 

have begun a weekly adult formation series 

known as the Pilgrim Course.  This course 

originated in the Church of England but has 

since been officially Americanized in an 

Episcopal version by Church Publishing.  

About a dozen people have been coming to 

the Pilgrim gatherings, Tuesday evenings in 

the Rectory.  It has been a good fresh 

opportunity for learning and fellowship.  

 

Shortly after Easter Sunday, we embarked in 

earnest on the stained-glass restoration 

project which has been planned for several 

years.  The indefatigable energies of Bill 

Denslow drove us forward, in amassing a 

large gathered field of quotes and winnowing 

them down to the best artisans available at the 

most favorable prices.  Scott Treiber 

spearheaded the fundraising; Mike Bibla has 

kept a watchful eye on every detail of the 

project; Fred Bauerschmidt and Artie 

Johnson have been generous with their time 

and expertise and in other ways.  The job was 

given to the Botti Studio of Architectural Arts 

(of Chicago), with stonework cleaning by 

Jablonski Building Conservation (of 

Manhattan).  Further details and pictures 

appear elsewhere in the Compass, courtesy of 

Bill Denslow.  

 

193 South Street 
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When at first we were looking for sources of funding 

for the window restoration, it seemed a good idea to 

get our church building formally listed as a historic 

site.  In the end we decided it would be better to avoid 

using public money – so many strings attached, and 

much red tape – but we forged ahead on our 

application to be formally listed, for its own sake.  

This meant compiling a narrative of our church’s 

history, among many other things.  With the expert 

help of a State Historic Preservation Officer, we 

attained the double prize of having Christ Church 

listed on the New York State Register of Historic 

Places, and the National Register of Historic Places.  

Among other things, it is at least nice to keep up with the 

Presbyterians across the street!  

Speaking of buildings, one afternoon in May, a groundhog tumbled 

through a radiator vent in the Rectory, having burrowed under the back 

porch, into the old disused back garage, then into one of the living-

room walls.  He was named “Phil,” in honor of Punxutawney Phil (of 

Groundhog-Day fame).  He had clearly scurried about the ground floor 

of the Rectory for a while, knocking things over and making a mess, 

and luckily had no altercation with Fergus our cat.  I was able to shut 

Phil into the kitchen, then open the outer side door, allowing him to 

leave … which he did after several minutes.  In the end we used the 

humane process of “exclusion” to get Phil away from the Rectory 

grounds, and also Phillipa and their offspring; they seem to have 

moved to the Community Garden.   

The summer months began with a fantastic Gala concert and a happy 

Parish Picnic, which were quickly followed, however, by “the end of 

an era.”  Sadly for us and for many, after more than 20 years, the Centro Cultural Hispano closed its 

doors on June 30th.  Their offices were based in our own Parish Hall and it was a privilege to be 

connected with their excellent work towards the education, social, and economic development of the 

Hispanic community through English classes, an Afterschool Enrichment Program, and the provision 

of seminars, workshops, advice, and much more.  We salute their whole team on a job well done, and 

we wish their Executive Director Luz Torres the happy and relaxing retirement she so deserves.  

NYS & National Register of Historic Places 

Phil being evicted from the Rectory!  
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Looking forward, we expect the restored stained-glass windows to start reappearing by Christmas, and 

hope the end of the entire project (including repainting the interior of the church) will come before we 

get too far into Spring.  Christ Church does look like a Puritan conventicle without its stained glass, 

and we miss our regular organ, but rest assured that “the latter splendor of this house will be greater 

than the former” (as it says in the book of Haggai).  Expect a special celebration when it does!  

In Christ’s love and service,  

Michael  

 

 
 

Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative 
As the weather cools, we once again turn our attention to those among the most at risk from winter 

weather – the men served by the Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative (HIHI). For those new 

to this program, we at Christ Church provide meals and prepare a safe shelter for 15-20 men on 

four Sundays from December through March. These are homeless men who would otherwise be 

sleeping in the woods. We arrive at 5pm at the Huntington Unitarian Church on Browns Road, 

prepare a hot dinner, and bag breakfasts and lunches for the following day. We also set up cots with 

linens and toiletry kits.  Christ Church’s service dates for this season are: Sunday, December 8; 

Sunday, January 26; Sunday, February 23; and Sunday, March 22. 

We welcome assistance from parishioners and their friends. All ages are welcome. Volunteers are 

assigned to dinner prep, bag lunch prep or sleeping area prep. The time commitment begins at 5pm, 

and is generally until 8:30pm. Volunteers are welcome for all or part of the time. Additionally, we 

provide an adult man who remains at the facility from the exit of volunteers (around 8pm) until 

11pm, and another adult man who stays overnight, from 11pm until about 6am, along with a paid 

HIHI staff person. These two positions are critical, and we ask that willing parishioners consider 

this role and commit to at least one of these shifts as early in the season as possible. Donations of 

toothbrushes, pocket combs, pillow cases, and warm socks are always appreciated.  Please leave 

your donation in the back of the church clearly marked for HIHI. 

Thank you in advance for your continued support of this important outreach program. 

Dave Asher, Stephanie Augustine, and Chef Michael Bibla 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=fall+border&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,ch&page=3&ipp=12
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Warden’s Corner 
Vikki LoRusso 

“A place of faith, hope and uplifting worship, sharing Christ’s love and making a difference in the 

world” is our mission statement.  It is a goal that as a vestry, certainly, we strive to meet, but more 

importantly, we as a congregation need to work toward.  Reflecting on what this church has done 

and is doing, I believe we are headed in the right direction. 

We have our beloved traditions that we hold near to our hearts, 

look forward to, and have dear memories about from past 

experiences.  Aside from our beautiful regular services, 

majestic special services -- made especially glorious with our 

gifted music program -- and their additional concerts, we have 

the Festival of Lessons and Carols; the Pageant; the Parish 

Picnics; Mardi Gras-Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinners; Weekly 

Breakfasts; Blessing of the Backpacks as the children return to 

school; the Blessing of the Animals; Oysterfest Parking, All 

Hallows’ Eve Service, and the Summer Tea on the Lawn (my 

personal favorite with Hector’s awesome MINT TEA!).  We 

continue to add new traditions with 12th Night celebrations, St. 

Hilda’s various sales; Trivia nights; visits from St. Nicholas 

and Charles Dickens, and more!  We are active and everyone 

can find a niche or create one. 

Our church has been busy, physically, this year 

with many projects.  You can read about them 

more thoroughly by reviewing our Vestry 

minutes.  (Please know we welcome 

parishioners to come to our meetings at any 

time.) However, to give you a brief overview, 

we have been doing maintenance around the 

five buildings (office, parish hall, rectory, 

sexton’s home, church).  We’ve had painting 

done, the driveway apron and sidewalk repaired, 

broken fencing replaced, kitchen issues 

addressed, etc.  As any home would require 

upkeep, so does our church home.  Our most obvious project is our Stained Glass Window 

restoration.  It’s exciting and intensive.  There are many steps involved, but the results are 

anticipated to be a splendor to behold! In the meantime, I am enjoying the amount of light coming 

Daisy wants to be doubly blessed! 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
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into the church as well as the interesting organ sounds Michael Haigler is able to play with our 

substitute organ.  The description/history of each organ he is playing weekly is so interesting.  That 

is an added bonus while we wait patiently for the return of our own organ and windows. The Vestry 

also have all completed our required training on “Safe Church” issues.  We meet once a month, as 

you know, and we have been alternating having Thursday evening meetings with Sunday after 

service meetings to accommodate schedules.   

 

In May, some Vestry members went out to Camp deWolfe for their annual luncheon with Bishop 

Provenzano to hear about their programs and see the beautiful space they have and that we all 

support.  Our own Dave Asher is on their Board.  On another note, socially as a parish, we had a 

successful 12th Night celebration at the Rectory, a great parish picnic, a movie/dinner night out at 

the theatre and restaurant to see “Breakthrough”, as well as hosted a professional theatre production 

of “Godspell” in the church.  Adult Christian extensions from the regular services, we experienced 

Taizé services, summer bible study on the Wisdom of Solomon, a Lenten series, and the new 

Pilgrim series that just recently began. 

Going out into the world and making a difference is also seen by our volunteers who participate in 

the Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative (HIHI).  We have a budget line for Outreach grants, 

and have a committee chaired by Adam Kimmick.  

They receive applications from organizations 

around the world and give money accordingly.  We 

also have more local donations of helping.  The St. 

Hilda’s group has various sales, and host the Trivia 

Night, to raise money to give to small local 

organizations, rotating the beneficiaries (such as 

Peer Pals; Harmony Heights; etc.).  Annually, we 

raise money on Oysterfest weekend, giving all of 

the proceeds to local needs.  Last year we raised 

approximately $6000 and this year, even with the 

rain, raised about $5700.  That money is being 

given to local needs such as the recent housing 

crisis downtown; Harmony Heights; Mill Neck 

Manor School for the Deaf; Friends and Angels; IHNC; North Shore Soup Kitchen; and Oyster 

Bay Athletic Booster Club. 

There is a song from the musical, “The King and I” entitled, “Getting to Know You” and continues 

with “getting to know all about you, getting to like you, getting to hope you like me…” and so on.  

We feature an article in the Compass called “Parish Spotlight” which highlights individual 

parishioners, and has gotten great feedback.  Parishioners are asked to fill out a questionnaire about 

Volunteers for OysterFest weekend 
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themselves to help us get to know them better, with fun and interesting things.  If you are would 

like to participate in future Compasses, there is a questionnaire in the back of the Church.  By the 

way, in an effort to have people get to know each other, please, please, please, wear your nametags!  

They are so helpful.   

On that note, enjoy this beautiful Fall season and all that soon follows it. As I said in the beginning, 

on reflecting on our love-filled, wonderful parish, I believe we are well on the way to fulfilling the 

goal of our mission statement. Let me, or any of the Vestry, or Father Piret know if there is 

something we can help you with, or you think we can improve on. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Excerpts from Church Bulletins  
(thankfully NOT Christ Church’s!) 

 
The Rector will preach his farewell message, after which the choir will sing 

“Break Forth Into Joy.” 

Irving Benson & Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the Church.   

So ends a friendship that began in their school days. 

Potluck Supper Sunday at 5:00 pm – Prayer and medication to follow. 

Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7pm.   

Please use the back door. 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=fall+border&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,ch&page=3&ipp=12
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Habitat for Humanity 
Liz Burke 
 

On May 18, 2019, members of Christ Church of 

Oyster Bay (Fr. Michael and Sian Piret, Tony 

Barton, Nancy Dibeneditto, Bob Frankum, 

Peggy Heijmen, Adam Kimmick, Marianne 

Nash and myself) participated in a build day 

with Habitat for Humanity of Suffolk. The house 

is located at 43 Story Avenue in Central Islip. 

 

We had a crisp day that warmed up as we 

worked harder.  When we arrived we found only 

a poured foundation of a house. Working with 

the Habitat professional crew we broke up into 

smaller groups to do various tasks. Most of us 

nailed together the cut lumber pieces for the 

rough openings for the future windows and doors. Others pulled metal tie straps in the crawl space 

out through the sill plate.  There was a generous luncheon of heroes, salads, chips, drinks and 

desserts brought to the job site and donated by a local women’s church group. 

 

We learned more about how this housing program works. Habitat builds simple affordable homes 

typically 1100 square feet with three bedrooms and one bath on a crawl foundation. Habitat of 

Suffolk does not give its houses away. As they say it is a “hand up, not a hand-out.”  To keep 

housing affordable they use the “Working Model” methodology on the opposite page.  All of this 

allows Habitat to keep the costs of the homes much lower than comparable houses.  

 

The future owners of this house, the Wong family, were not with us this day; we wish them well in 

their new home. 

 

UPDATE: Since our May 18 build date, the roof is on and the siding and windows have 

been installed. Next is the rough electrical and plumbing; then insulation and sheetrock. 

They are 50% of the way through the project.  

Since most projects take a minimum of 9 months, the family’s estimated move in date will 

be in 2020.  
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Habitat for Humanity 
 

Working Model 
 

† Volunteer labor and donations from individuals, corporations, faith and 

youth groups. 

† Houses are sold to prequalified families at no profit. The financing is 

with affordable no profit mortgages.  All applicants who qualify for a 

home must have a steady income and must repay a mortgage with on-

time, in-full payments each month. 

† In addition to the monthly mortgage payments, homeowners invest 

hundreds of hours of their own “sweat equity” labor. The sweat 

equity is designed to meet 3 goals: partnership, pride in 

homeownership, and development of skills and knowledge to be a 

successful homeowner.  Since most first time buyers are coming from 

rental housing it is important that they learn home skills. 

† The houses are built on land donated by the County and Townships. 

This valuable donation keeps the cost of home ownership affordable. 
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Stained Glass Windows – A Picture Tour 
Bill Denslow 

Some may wonder what is happening to our stained glass windows.  We hope the following will 

give you a very good idea.  

In May, Botti Studio of Architectural Arts commenced removing the windows and making 

templates so that the protective, non-glare glazing could be cut to size. 

 
 

 

 

Botti’s crew removing 
the historic Oliver 
Smith stained-glass 
windows and installing 
translucent plexiglass 
temporary windows.  
 

 

 

 

 

The crew also took pictures and documented each window, crating them in Styrofoam boxes and 

identifying the location of each window.  The windows were then transported to the Botti Studio 

in LaPorte, Indiana. 
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The windows arrived in the Botti LaPorte studio in late July.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon arrival rubbings were taken from each window.  

Each pane was numbered and the color noted on the 

rubbings (which will become the template when the 

window is reassembled). 

 

  

  

Windows in church basement being prepared  
for crating. 

Windows loaded into van for shipping 

Rubbing beside its window 
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Each pane is numbered, no matter how small. 

Window being disassembled and washed Craftsman Chris admiring his work 

Chris Botti, supervising the work 
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The Men’s Fellowship 
Tim Brown 

While the Men’s Fellowship has met somewhat sporadically, it has been a productive year so 

far.  Last year’s well-received presentation by Fr. Eric Tosi on the Orthodox Church and 

Iconography has prompted a discussion that the blank wall space above the pulpit might be a 

good spot to place an icon of our own, so we have begun to look at our options in that regard.  

Bill Denslow again hosted a successful and well-attended “second annual” Super Bowl party. 

Thanks to all who contributed to the food and drink! Our usual Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner 

was also well attended, though Ton’s absence was keenly felt this year.  The Mother’s Day 

coffee hour received rave reviews, and thank you to all who contributed, with special mention 

and thanks to our “head chef” Mike Bibla.  In July we tried something a little different and 

scheduled an informal get-together at the Oyster Bay Brewing Company. Half a dozen men 

showed up to talk and enjoy each other’s company, and we hope to schedule more such events 

in the future. Finally, since we have a relatively large campus and keeping it maintained cannot 

be left entirely to Hector, we sponsored a Spring Clean Up Day. About a dozen parishioners 

showed up on a beautiful Saturday in May and by lunchtime we had cleared out multiple large 

garbage bags of debris and had accomplished some significant pruning.  Since that day was so 

successful, we again had over a dozen helpful parishioners meet on October 26 for our Fall 

Clean-Up Day, when all the busy hands were responsible for collecting at least 24 bags of 

garden debris! 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://www.pinterest.com/theochelsea/episcopal-humor/&psig=AOvVaw0R-YRphTZrELQ7VdqQhCk-&ust=1573230421299920
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Parish Spotlight – Susan Peterson Neuhaus 
To get to know one another better, we are asking our parishioners to fill out a short 

questionnaire to share with our parish family, answering questions such as what you like 

to read, where you’ve traveled or, even what or who would you like to be!  Questionnaires 

are available at the back of the Church.  Why not take one home and fill it out?   

You may know that Susan Peterson Neuhaus was 

formerly a vestry member at Christ Church.  You may 

also know that she currently heads up the Sunday 

Eucharistic Ministry Team, and that she is the President 

of the Board of Directors of the Life Enrichment 

Center.  But there is probably a good deal you don’t 

know – and that’s why we’ve chosen to highlight her in 

the Parish Spotlight.   

 

Tell us where you’ve lived.   I was born and raised in Milwaukee, WI.  Attended college in 
Madison, WI and NYC; and graduate school in San Francisco and Toronto.  Since 1978 I’ve lived on 
Long Island, in Syosset, Westbury, East Norwich and Oyster Bay.   

What first brought you to Christ Church Oyster Bay, and when?   A concert by the LI Baroque 
Ensemble in 1983. 

What do you like best about Christ Church?  The people and the music. 

What are some activities you enjoy and/or what is your favorite way to unwind?  Horse racing, 
concerts, theatre, swimming, singing, dining out, fine wines, playing Words with Friends, 
crosswords, museums, hanging out in NYC. 

Who is the most famous person you have ever met?  Bob Dylan 

What is your favorite passage in the Bible?  Psalm 23 

Your favorite hymn?   The Church’s One Foundation 

What did you want to be when you grew up?   A teacher 
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If you could have only one book with you on a desert island (apart from the Bible), what 
would it be?  (b)  One movie to watch?  (c)   One CD/album?  Book: James Joyce’s Ulysses – 
the only place to have time to read it (I have read it twice);  movie: Casablanca;  CD: Eagles 
Greatest Hits 

What is your favorite place for quiet reflection?  My porch 

If you could have dinner with any person in the whole history of time (except for Jesus), who 
would it be, and why?  Socrates – I would like to go face to face with him philosophically. 

In the past, what was your most treasured experience at Christ Church?  The joyful Easter 
Mass. 

If you could be anything at all in God’s creation, other than human, what would it be? 
A stand-up bass guitarist in a jazz band. 

What has been your greatest blessing thus far and why?  Having met and married my late 
husband Bob Neuhaus. 

 

 

Artist Donates Drawing to Christ Church 
Bill Denslow 

Long time parishioner Carlos Alvarez has donated his beautifully 

executed charcoal drawing of Bishop Lawrence Provenzano blessing 

Tony Augustine to Christ Church Oyster Bay. 

Carlos came to the US from Chile in 1970 when he was 20 years old.  

He initially was a health care aide at a nursing home in Bayshore.  

Because of his ability to translate both Spanish and Italian into 

English, doctors convinced him to come to Flushing Hospital.  It was 

there that he drew cartoons and images of nurses and doctors to 

decorate the children’s emergency room and help to make a terrifying 

visit more welcoming to the kids who were there. 

Carlos’ talent extends to oil paintings of scenery and individuals.  He 

has completed commissions of portraits for many patrons from 

photographs.  We are so fortunate to have him in our midst. Carlos Alvarez with “Blessing of Tony” 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=fall+border&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,ch&page=3&ipp=12
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Investment Committee Update 
Bill Denslow, Chairman 

 

In January 2019, following the approval of 

the recommendation of the Investment 

Committee by the Vestry, Christ Church 

transferred $9.2 million of its $10.2 million 

managed investments to a Vanguard stock 

index exchange traded fund (ETF) and a bond 

index ETF.  Exchange Traded Funds closely 

match the index against which they are 

evaluated.  They are designed to ‘track’ the 

market and not to ‘beat’ the market.  This 

action saved the church approximately 

$100,000/year in investment advisory fees.   

85% of our managed investment portfolio is 

in the Vanguard stock ETF with the 

designation ‘VTI’.  As of October 11, this 

fund has been up 19.77% since the first of the 

year.  15% of our portfolio is in a Vanguard 

bond ETF with the designation ‘VCIT’.  As 

of October 11, this fund has been up 12.7% 

since the first of the year.  

Our new Investment Committee consists of 

Michael Bibla, Peter Colgrove, Laura 

Dougherty, Priscilla Palmer, Fr. Piret, and 

Chair, Bill Denslow.  Prior to 2019, the total 

amount of the ‘managed’ investment 

portfolio had declined from $12.3 million to 

approximately $11.7 million over the years 

since 2012.  The portfolio does not include an 

additional $1.2 million value of a Listerine 

Royalty.  In the years since 2012, the Vestry 

has withdrawn approximately $4 million 

from the endowment to fund operations and 

capital requirements of the church and it has 

contributed approximately $750 thousand to 

the endowment from the sale of the South 

Street property. 

Because of this additional $750,000 and this 

year’s above-average market performance, 

our ‘Managed Funds’ are now at 

approximately $11.7 million following 2019 

draws of $400,000 to pay for operating 

expenses and capital improvement on the 

church property.  (The stained-glass windows 

renovation does not come from our operating 

expenses/capital improvements; they are 

funded separately via our fund-raising 

activities which were generously supported 

by you parishioners and other friends of 

Christ Church.)  

While we have been fortunate to have 

experienced a robust stock market over the 

past decade, the Investment Committee is 

concerned about the dependence of our 

annual budgets on draws from the 

endowment during a future market downturn 

or recession.   
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Parish Life 
It’s almost impossible to sum up all the events, we as a Parish, have experienced since our last 

Compass a year ago.  The following are just a few, highlighted with pictures.  To remember more 

of these events (including many more pictures) you can now find us on Facebook, Instagram or at 

our new website (please see details on Page 23 of the Compass). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Always looking to help out when they 

can, the Men’s Fellowship spearheaded 

the first “Parish Clean-Up Day” this past 

Spring.  Since it was so successful, they 

organized again in October to help with 

the fallen leaves and the overgrown 

vines!   

 

While Super Bowl LIII may not have been a good time for the LA 
Rams – this bunch certainly enjoyed themselves! 
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Parish Life (Continued) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The ladies of the Parish were treated to 

a special Sunday in May, complete with 

a small gift from Christ Church and an 

amazing spread laid out by the Men’s 

Fellowship during Coffee Hour on 

Mother’s Day.  Among other treats, the 

chefs cooked up delicious crèpes, 

served with berries and cream!  Can’t 

wait till next year! 

We are honored to host the Inter-religious 

Human Needs Council Awards Dinner in our 

Parish Hall.   With representation from the Hood 

AME Zion, St. Dominic’s, First Presbyterian, 

among others, this dinner/ceremony honors 

individuals who go above and beyond for their 

parish and their community.  This year Judith 

Colwell and Vikki LoRusso were the recipients 

of the Renie Harer Good Neighbor Award, along 

with a special Citation from the Town of Oyster 

Bay, given by Legislator Joshua Lafazan. 
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Parish Life (Continued) 

 
 
 
 

Parishioner is recognized for Outstanding Work 
Connie Cincotta received the very special Graymoor Award at 

the 26th Annual Sharing Hope Celebration Dinner of the 

Franciscan Friars of the Atonement on October 4, for her work 

with many civic and charitable organizations, including the 

Marion & Joseph Cincotta Kitchen of Interfaith Nutrition 

Network (INN) which feeds and houses the hungry and 

homeless in Long Island.  Connie is a dedicated supporter of 

Christ Church, serving on the Vestry and chairing the Building 

and Grounds Committee.  Her commitment to ongoing learning 

and professional development helps those at her companies 

further their careers, and Connie’s passion for the arts, history, 

and education has made an impact on the lives of many, 

including students who have benefitted from her college 

scholarship endowments. Connie’s commitment, dedication, 

and service to others is an inspiration that exemplifies the Friars 

mission of healing and uniting, and bringing home those who 

have lost their way.  The Rector, wardens, vestry and members 

of Christ Church congratulate Connie on this honor and are so 

thankful, as well, for all that she does for us.  

Connie and her guests at the Sharing 
Hope Celebration Dinner 

Father’s Day marked the date for our Annual 

Parish Picnic.  Among other delicacies, we were 

treated to scrumptious hamburgers, lovingly 

prepared and grilled by Fred Bauerschmidt.  

Andrew Mericle took up his post once again as 

resident bartender, while attendees loaded their 

plates and enjoyed one another’s company.  It 

was also the inauguration of the annual Kan-Jam 

frisbee game which the youth enjoyed on the back 

lawn of the Rectory. 
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From the Register (January 2018 to present) 

    

  Holy Baptism 
  Hawke Thomas Cannon March 31, 2018  

Gunnar Christopher Lordi May 20, 2018 
Arabella Juliette Rios May 20, 2018 
Emily Eleanor Berrell May 5, 2019 
Thomas Peter Marra June 9, 2019 
James Lee Taelman June 9, 2019  
Landon John Wengrofsky November 3, 2019 
Owen Kevin Lane November 3, 2019 

Confirmation (May 6, 2018)     Received into Episcopal Church (May 6, 2018) 
Evelina Pierce Sarles    Courtney Arthur Alexander Carney 
Grace Jessica Barrios    Nadia Cavagliere Evans 
Christopher Andrew Chiu   Elaine Susan Gould 
Timothy Jennings Chiu    Jennifer Parker Meyer 
Parker John Meyer     Carrie Ann Schmermund 

Marriage 
Daniel William Dugal & Kelly Ann Moyses April 6, 2018 
Constantino Marra II & Samantha Jane Treiber June 30, 2018     
Robert Francis Maloney & Casey Morgan Knutson October 12, 2018  

Funeral, Memorial Service, or Burial of Ashes 
Elizabeth Ann Alexander January 11, 2018 
Nicholas Wyeth Deans March 28, 2018    
Priscilla Lucas Stevens June 22, 2018 
Naresh Peter Verlander July 27, 2018 
Joseph Wooderson Glenn III August 3, 2018 
Jeanette Wandmacher November 3, 2018 
Alexander Russell Siple November 17, 2018 
Antonius C.M. Heijmen December 21, 2018 
Carmela Nash Mustacchio  February 1, 2019 
Herbert Ludlam Smith III March 22, 2019 
Jane Frances Evans-Parker June 15, 2019 
Edward Joseph Esposito July 18, 2019 
Richard Allen Ham September 14, 2019  
Gloria Ruth Mooney September 30, 2019 
Susan Coneys November 10, 2019  
Rachel Hart Matarazzo November 14, 2019 
Rose Louise Dempsey November 18, 2019      
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Christ Church is on Social Media! 
Have you wondered about the pictures that have been taken throughout the year at special events?  

Especially those that you’ve kindly forwarded to the office?  Some you can see here in the Compass, 

but many, many others have been posted to our Facebook Page, our Instagram Account, and our 

new, and we hope improved, Website.  We encourage you to visit these sites!  And even share them 

with your friends.  You can find as at: 

 

 
www.christchurchoysterbay.org 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchOysterBay/ 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/christchurchoysterbayny 

 

A word on stewardship  . . .  
Timmy didn’t want to put his money in the offering plate Sunday 

morning, so his mother decided to use some hurried creative reasoning 

with him.  “You don’t want that money, honey,” she whispered in his 

ear. “Quick! Drop it in the plate. It’s tainted!”  Horrified, the little boy 

obeyed.  After a few seconds he whispered, “But, mommy, why was the 

money tainted? Was it dirty?  “Oh, no dear,” she replied. “It’s not really 

dirty. It just ‘taint yours, and it ‘taint mine,” she replied. “It’s God’s.” 

 

http://www.christchurchoysterbay.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchOysterBay/
https://www.instagram.com/christchurchoysterbayny
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