
 

THE C       MPASS 
 

FALL 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Christ Church Oyster Bay 

61 East Main Street 

Oyster Bay, NY  11771 

christchurchoysterbay.org 

516-922-6377

Dates & Editor’s Note     2 
From the Rector      3-4 
HIHI 2018/19 Season     4 
The Wardens’ Corner     5-7  
Sylvia Redington Community Garden 8 
Visit of Saint Thomas Choristers  9 
Stewardship       10-11 
Best possible of All Concerts   11-12 
CCOB Investment Committee   13 
79th General Convention    14-15 
Remembering Naresh Verlander  16-17 
Youth at Christ Church    18 
Parish Spotlight      19-20 
Parish Life        21-23 

 

http://www.christchurchoysterbay.org/


2 
 

Looking Ahead! 
Tuesday, November 13 
Men’s Fellowship (7:30 pm) 
The Orthodox Church and Iconography 

Sunday, November 18 
St. Hilda’s Guild Pre-Thanksgiving Day Bake Sale 

Movie:  “Street Cat Named Bob (2:30 pm) 

Thursday, November 22 
Thanksgiving Day Eucharist (9:00 am) 

Sunday, December 2 
St. Nicholas visits Christ Church (Coffee Hour) 

Friday, December 14 
Mr. Charles Dickens reads A Christmas Carol (7:30 pm) 

Sunday, December 16 
Festival of Lessons & Carols (4:00 pm) 

 
For our Christmas Schedule, see page 23. 

  

Editor’s Note 

Welcome to the Fall edition of The Compass. After the glorious Gala Concert in June, we all relaxed during the 

summer months. Church attendance (as always) was down a bit and Christ Church experimented with combining 

the 8 and 10 am services into one 9 am service during August, which we believe worked rather well. We also 

celebrated three Taizé services, the last one with our Presbyterian friends, after which we enjoyed a picnic on 

their grounds. 

Fall has started in earnest and church programs are in full swing. We 

have already enjoyed a Trivia Night and Parish Pot Luck dinner, hosted 

by the St. Hilda’s Guild, to raise funds for the Harmony Heights School 

in East Norwich.   Thanks to Siân Piret’s tricky and fun trivia questions, 

the evening was a great success. Other significant events included a 

concert by Choristers of the Boys Choir of Saint Thomas, the Blessing 

of the Animals, the Oyster Festival parking fund raiser, and the 

beautiful Fauré Requiem.  As the sign on Cathedral’s newly donated 

bus says – “follow us” to Christ Church as we move into the holiday 

season, with bake sales, visits by St. Nicholas and Mr. Dickens and 

much, much more! 

As always, enjoy this issue of The Compass and if not, offer your 

thoughts in a silent prayer and come talk quietly to us! 

Ton Heijmen, Editor; Peggy Heijmen, Design Layout 
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From The Rector  

With the passing of Priscilla Stevens on Sunday, June 17, 

Christ Church lost one of the major figures in the recent 

history of the parish.  Rectors would come and go, but 

Priscilla endured.  Her connection with this church 

spanned more than sixty-five years, going back to the 

time when John Warren was Rector, then Robert Hollett, 

then Bruce Griffith, then Peter Casparian.  When I first 

met her in 2016, in terms of physical presence she must 

have been just a shadow of her former self, but her air of 

authority and oversight still loomed large.  As Rector 

Number Five, I found conversations with Priscilla to be a species of interrogation, challenging 

rather than hostile, but interrogation all the same.  

‘What are you going to do about X ?’  and, ‘What is your view on Y ?’  This would be accompanied 

by a characteristic pointing of the finger: a direct answer was required, and there was no question 

of hiding behind a vague reply.  These interrogations came because she had (along with a high 

theology of what a Rector might accomplish) an intense quality of devotion to Christ Church: deep 

concern for its present health and future well-being.  That intense devotion was expressed in 

countless ways over the many decades of her membership of the parish.  

Anyone who looks around Christ Church in its present form will see, 

whether they know it or not, many imprints of Priscilla’s profound 

commitment.  The gold altar frontal that we use at Christmas and 

the matching vestments are part of a set of furnishings given by 

Byam and Priscilla in memory of her parents.  The organ, possibly 

the finest of its kind on Long Island, was installed 32 years ago with 

great involvement from the Stevenses.  The renovation of the church 

interior in the 1990s, giving us the fine liturgical space and beautiful 

acoustic we now have, was done while Priscilla worked in close 

daily collaboration with the then-Rector, Bruce Griffith, and the 

architect and contractors.  For many years she was the church’s key 

Buildings and Grounds person: she would come and set up shop in 

St Hilda’s Room on weekdays, to be in a prime position to co-

ordinate what was going on.  

Priscilla was also Christ Church’s first female Vestry member; she went on to become its first 

female Warden.  She was a Lector, Intercessor, Sacristan, and on the Altar Guild.  She was the first 

July 2, 1930 – June 17, 2018 
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lay person, male or female, to be licensed to administer the chalice at communion here.  She cared 

deeply (and she was deeply informed) about theology and liturgy.  Even approaching her final 

months, she liked thinking of ways in which she might be able to put her knowledge at the disposal 

of the congregation.   

Had she been born into a later generation, she might well have been ordained.  Had that happened, 

daughter of an Army Colonel as she was, I’ll bet she would have been a Bishop ... asking her clergy, 

‘What are you going to do about X ?’  and, ‘What is your view on Y ?’.  As a daughter of her own 

time, however, she felt it an equivalent honor to be awarded the Bishop’s Cross, for her 

extraordinary service to Christ Church and to the Diocese.  

Priscilla’s passing marks the end of an era.  It was the first of three losses our parish sustained in a 

very short time last summer.  Next came the passing of Jeanette Wandmacher (who had been living 

in Maine for a number of years but was an extremely active member of Christ Church when she 

was here); then came the untimely death of Naresh Verlander, aged only 33, in July.  His mother 

Marian has kindly shared a tribute written by a very close friend from Naresh’s school days in 

England, which appears elsewhere in the Compass.   The ashes of all three, Priscilla, Naresh, and 

Jeanette, are now in the Memorial Garden.  May they rest in peace and rise in glory.   

Caring about Christ Church as they all did, I expect that in their different ways they would each 

wish us to pay tribute to them not by looking back but by looking forward: fully enjoying the 

present and working to fulfill God’s will in the future, playing our part in the ongoing life of this 

very special parish.   

In Christ’s love and service,  

Michael   

                

Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative (HIHI) 
Stephanie Augustine 

HIHI planning has started anew for the winter season of 2018-2019. Christ Church will be hosting 

Dec 30th, January 27th, February 10th, and March 3rd at the Unitarian Fellowship in Huntington 

on Browns Road. This year we will be collecting canned food with pop-up tops to give out when 

inclement weather causes the men to be placed in motel rooms for the night.  We will also collect 

paper products and warm socks. For those who wish to contribute there will be sign-up sheets. 

Michael “Chef extraordinaire” Bibla and myself look forward to working with our fellow 

parishioners to feed and provide a good night’s sleep to our less fortunate neighbors. We promise 

it will be a great opportunity to do God’s work while having fun! All ages welcome. 
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The Wardens’ Corner  

Vikki LoRusso 

As I think about our 

church and all that we 

do, I am grateful for 

everyone doing what 

they can, when they 

can.  It is so much fun 

when we are together.  

The Trivia Night 

sponsored by St. 

Hilda’s Guild was a 

blast.  The best part 

was how many people 

united to help put it together, from the idea, 

to the questions (thanks Siân!), the cooking 

for the potluck dinner portion, the set-up, the 

rides people gave each other, the 

conversation, the clean-up, etc.  Everyone 

came with a smile and left with a smile and 

good memories. 

In early October, we had the blessing of the 

animals.  So many people came out with their 

“other” loved ones, and it spread another 

smile across the congregation.  It gave insight 

to each other about who we are outside of 

church and the ability for more conversation 

among people who we didn’t know before. 

It has been wonderful to have the choir back 

adding to our worship experiences.   

We are looking forward and working behind 

the scenes sometimes on many things.  

WINDOWS is a big area.  We are sound 

absorbing the windows in the master 

bedroom of the rectory.  We are heading 

toward repairing and enhancing our beautiful 

stained glass windows, a long term but 

necessary job.  We are now in our 

stewardship drive.  I actually look forward to 

this time because it gives us pause to reflect 

on all that God gives us, and what we can 

return to the church in small and large ways.   

The Vestry went on a retreat in October at the 

lovely North Shore Historical Museum in 

Glen Cove. We had great discussions and 

reflections on where we’ve been and where 

we are going.   

Upcoming events to look forward to are 

musical events, movie events, St. Hilda’s 

Group bake sales, soup sales, etc.  Looking to 

spreading our help to our community with the 

profits from the Oyster Fest parking this year. 

Lots to do, lots to love about our church.  

Jump in wherever and whenever you are able.  

If you have any questions, let any one of the 

Vestry know.  We’re here to work together 

lovingly, eagerly, and happily.   

 

  



6 
 

The Wardens’ Corner  
Tim Brown 

 
“The iconographer is a bearer of the Church’s memory and 

experience.” 

-  Jim Forest, Praying with Icons 

 
This past summer I had the opportunity to attend an icon 

workshop. I had thought of icons as a type of Byzantine sacred 

art, interesting and even inspiring but not central to liturgical 

worship and prayer life. I was superficially aware of some of the 

theology around icons and knew that in Orthodox Christian 

worship icons are integral to their liturgy and veneration of them 

is the norm, but that had little bearing on my own practice and 

prayer life. The workshop was simply an opportunity to pursue, 

in greater depth, longstanding interests in art and art history as 

well as stretch some long unused creative muscles. I got that and 

much more. 

 

It is difficult to summarize an experience that was some 40 hours over 5 days and was as much 

retreat as workshop.  We had a daily Eucharist and homily on Christ as the Good Shepherd, as well 

as continuing meditations as we worked through each stage of the process. Most participants had 

little if any formal art training and so there was naturally a lot of mutual support and encouragement 

and our instructors were amazing. We felt the continuity to some 2000 years of tradition. The 

tradition of icons is one of the oldest in the Church and the images have been faithfully passed 

along from original eyewitnesses. The process itself has been defined and formalized over the 

centuries because there is both a symbolic as well as a representational aspect to the icon, which is 

why we speak of “writing” an icon and not simply painting one. The forms and colors all have 

particular significance and meanings. We start with dark base colors and build up increasingly 

lighter colors, literally working toward the light, until the forms take definition and depth. The point 

at which the face and eyes suddenly come clear (in our case on the third day) has particular impact 

and was especially moving. On the final day we each had our own personal icon, our own window 

to God, and we had a final Eucharist and service to bless the icons. Although each icon was 

basically the same, they were all also the unique expression of their particular iconographer. I 

started the process thinking I would be getting an art lesson, but found community and another 

dimension to prayer.  
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I am happy to discuss my experience with anyone who is interested, and the book referenced above 

is an excellent introduction to icons and iconography. I am also pleased to announce that we have 

arranged for Fr. Eric Tosi, an Orthodox Priest and the Secretary of the Orthodox Church in 

America, to talk with us about the Orthodox Church and iconography, and more information about 

this may be found elsewhere in The Compass. This promises to be an extremely interesting evening 

and everyone is encouraged to attend. 

Time flies, as always, and I hope you also had an enjoyable and rewarding Summer. We are already 

well into our program year, have had a successful parish potluck sponsored by St. Hilda’s guild, a 

youth Sunday, St. Francis day with the blessing of pets, a concert with members of the Choir of St. 

Thomas (NYC), successfully navigated another OysterFest, and thoroughly enjoyed the Fauré 

Requiem.   I look forward to us inexorably moving toward the holidays! 

 
The Men’s Fellowship is pleased to sponsor a special 

presentation and discussion of the Orthodox Church and 

iconography led by Archpriest Eric George Tosi, DMin. On 

Tuesday, November 13 at 7:30 PM in the Parish Hall. All are 

invited! The inspiration for this presentation arose from Tim 

Brown’s experience with icons, which are an integral part of 

Orthodox prayer and worship, and we are delighted to have a priest 

of Fr. Eric’s experience and stature come talk with us. 

Archpriest Eric George Tosi, DMin has been the Secretary of the 

Orthodox Church in America (OCA) since 2008 when their Holy 

Synod of Bishops approved him to the position.  As such he is the chief administrative officer of the 

Church in North America and is responsible for such diverse activities as Church and chancery 

operations including supervision and management of the communications team, planning and 

managing meetings of the Holy Synod and Metropolitan Council, coordination of legal and insurance 

activities, and supervision of the archives of the OCA. He is also the director of the OCA’s Mission 

School, the director of the Seminarian Internship Program and the Assistant Professor of Liturgics 

and a lecturer in Evangelism and Mission at St. Vladimir's Seminary, and is a member of the 

American Society of Missiology, the WCC Mission Task Force and other related organizations. He 

has represented the OCA and presented multiple papers at ecumenical, international, national, and 

academic events throughout the world, has supervised numerous initiatives and programs in the 

Church, and has received multiple awards for his service. 
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Sylvia Redington Community Garden 
Betsy Bibla 
 

The fifth season of the Christ Church 

Community Garden got a later start this 

spring with cool weather and a full house of 

volunteer gardeners. 

All the boxes were planted along with the 

hardy herbs and strawberries which returned 

from the previous year. Gardeners planted an 

interesting assortment of fruit and vegetables 

including corn, zucchini, cucumbers, beans, 

eggplant and of course, tomatoes. Flowers for 

beauty and pollination assistance rounded out 

the bounty. Our neighbor and member, the 

Duke Family, helped control the mosquitoes 

with twice monthly garlic spray. 

Boy and Girl Scouts have taken an interest in 

the Garden and have enhanced its use with 

two ambitious projects.  Kris Johnson, a 

member of Christ Church, and an Oyster Bay 

Boy Scout, completed his Eagle Scout project 

by building a much needed staircase from the 

rectory level to the garden to ease access. His 

sister, Brynn, and Cailee Salvato built a 

lovely bench as a Silver Project for the Girl 

Scouts. 

The ‘Farmers Market’ was a success, by 

offering vegetables, fruits, herbs, and flowers 

for donations. Monies received for the garden 

harvest are donated to the church to assist in 

Community Outreach. 

New members are always welcome. Contact 

Betsy Bibla to try out your green thumb! 

 

Checking on the bounty! 

A big thank you is in order to the Johnson 
family for the installation of the Eagle 
Scout Staircase Project and the Girl Scout 
Silver Bench Project.  These structures 
were blessed by Father Piret after Coffee 
Hour on Sunday, November 4.  
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Visit of Senior Choristers from Saint Thomas, Fifth Ave.  
On Wednesday September 26, the 4:00 pm LIRR train from Penn Station arrived in Oyster Bay, 

carrying ten senior Choristers (6th and 7th grades) from the Choir of Men and Boys of St Thomas 

Church, Fifth Avenue.  They were accompanied by the choir’s Director, Daniel Hyde, who was 

Father Michael’s colleague for seven years at Magdalen College Chapel in Oxford, until 2015.  The 

idea of this visit to Christ Church had been germinating for a year or two, as an opportunity for our 

Treble Choir to engage with other children involved in the great tradition of Anglican choral music, 

and as a little break from the big city for the boys from St Thomas.  

A combined rehearsal was followed by a 

splendid free concert sung by the visiting 

choristers, including the little-known Messe 

Basse by Gabriel Fauré, and music by 

Mendelssohn, Malcolm Archer and others.  

Towards the end of the concert, our own Treble 

Choir joined the St Thomas Choristers in singing 

two beautiful pieces by John Ireland and 

Benedetto Marcello, with Christ Church’s own 

Michael Haigler conducting; then our Adult 

Choir was added to the ensemble for the finale, 

‘For the Beauty of the Earth,’ by John Rutter.  All those present in the nicely crowded church 

thoroughly enjoyed nearly an hour of wonderful singing.  A free-will offering taken during the 

concert gathered in a significant contribution to St Thomas Choir School, which celebrates its 

centenary in 2019.   

It was Daniel Hyde’s second visit to Christ Church; many parishioners will remember his having 

given the Robert T. Hollett Memorial Recital in 2016, celebrating the 30th Anniversary of our 

Helmuth Wolff organ.  Next year he will be leaving St Thomas Fifth Avenue, returning to England 

to be Director of Music at King’s College, Cambridge.  

Afterwards we welcomed our visitors to the Parish Hall for a shared meal with members of our 

Treble Choir and their families, and our Adult Choir – a chance for further conversation and 

fellowship.  Everyone was grateful to Connie Cincotta and Sonja Lake, who made arrangements 

for the dinner, and to their helpers.  Afterwards the boys easily caught the 8:21 pm train back to 

Manhattan, bringing the whole operation to a successful conclusion.  

The date on which the concert occurred was particularly special as it was the 92nd birthday of Christ 

Church parishioner Diana Nouri, a strong admirer and supporter of the Choir of St Thomas Fifth 

Avenue.  Immediately after the concert, in the Parish Hall, she was given a most powerful rendition 

of ‘Happy Birthday’ by the combined choirs, to her surprise and to the delight of all!  
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Stewardship 
Peter Colgrove 

 
Peter Colgrove is a member of the Stewardship Committee, along with Elisabeth Mooney and 

Stephanie Augustine.  Following is his address to the congregation regarding our 2019 

Stewardship campaign.   

Although my wife Ann has been coming to Christ Church since the mid 1970’s when her family 

moved to Locust Valley, I didn’t begin to come until September 26, 1998 when we were married 

here.  On our wedding day, I had no idea how important and how meaningful Christ Church would 

become in our lives.  We are so blessed to be part of such a special parish and to have so many 

friends here. 

Parishioners come to Christ Church for many different reasons, such as the order of worship, our 

amazing music program, Sunday School, fellowship, the opportunity to help others, and because 

of Michael Piret.  We are all fortunate to be part of Christ Church and we come together and 

contribute in many different ways to make our church so special.   

Our success with our 2018 Stewardship campaign 

was almost exactly the same as is 2017.  In 2017 we 

had pledges totaling $243,000 and the total number 

of pledges was 86.  For 2018, we had pledges 

totaling $242,341.  As in 2017, we had a total of 86 

pledges.  It was encouraging that we were able to do 

as well as we did the previous year considering a 

number of people left Christ Church for various 

reasons – including several who made significant 

pledges.  We were able to remain level with the prior 

year because: (1) we have a few new parishioners; 

(2) some parishioners who had not given in the past 

did so last year, and (3) a number of parishioners 

increased their pledges, some quite significantly.  To 

all who pledged, thank you.                  2018 Church Pension Group 

Looking forward to the coming year, in light of some additional parishioners who have left Christ 

Church, we face the real possibility of both fewer pledges and a smaller overall pledge amount in 

2019 – unless we all step-up and are a little more generous.   

Last month, Michael and I met with the Rev. Canon Suzanne Culhane, the Canon for Stewardship 

for the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island.  We explained the level of giving at Christ Church for 
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the past 2 years and our hopes for 

improvement.  On the positive side, she said 

that in comparison to other churches in the 

Diocese, we are doing well.  On the not so 

positive side, she told us that we need to 

increase the level of giving if we expect to be 

able to continue with the upkeep of our 

beautiful campus and with all the programs 

and activities which make our Church so 

special.  She suggested a few strategies in 

which to encourage increased giving.  On 

reflection, Michael and I agreed that some of 

these methods could bear fruit, while others 

might be counterproductive with some of our 

pledgers.  I think the tone Michael struck last 

week with his stewardship sermon is in 

keeping with who we are here at Christ 

Church. 

Although we do not presume to know 

anyone’s financial situation, we trust and 

have faith that each parishioner will carefully 

consider their financial commitment to Christ 

Church for the coming year.  As I concluded 

in my talk last year, we are not asking you to 

pledge more than you can.  We are, however, 

asking you to pledge as much as you can.  

Thank you. 

 

The Best of All Possible Concerts 
David Sarles     

On June 3, the Christ Church 

Adult Choir, together with a ten 

member Festival Orchestra, 

presented the thirteenth annual 

gala concert, commemorating 

the 100th anniversary of Leonard 

Bernstein’s birth, and of the 

music that had influenced him. 

The program opened with Christ 

Church choir’s presentations of 

sacred music by the eighteenth 

century composer William 

Billings and the twentieth 

century composers Randall 

Thompson, Jack Beeson and 

Samuel Barber, settings that  

 

Rehearsing before the “big event” 
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provided a mood for the glorious sounds 

and rhythms to follow.   

After these offerings, and a brief clearing 

of the auditory palette, conductor 

Michael Haigler and his wife Arielle, 

both accomplished concert pianists, 

performed their rousing arrangement for 

piano four-hands of the overture to 

Leonard Bernstein’s Candide. The score 

of this 1956 operetta has delighted 

audiences throughout the second half of 

the twentieth century, and Michael and 

Arielle produced every bit as much 

delight with their lively rhythmic 

interpretation. 

After an intermission and setting the 

orchestra space, the concert continued 

with Bernstein compositions. This second 

half began with his setting of Chichester 

Psalms. Bernstein’s opening Psalm 100, 

“Make a Joyful Noise,” provided just 

that. Like the opening chord of Candide, 

the very joyful collision of notes in 

Chichester Psalms lifted the audience 

into a resounding celebration of the 

Hebrew people’s faith. Bernstein’s 

rendering of a choral underlay of ethereal 

solos represented the metrical poetry of 

the Psalms. Christ Church’s Elisa 

Dragotto, Donna Houman, Alexander 

Sheerin and Christopher Judge were 

joined by boy alto Lior Schwartz of 

Temple Sinai of Roslyn in glorious solo 

lines lifting us to the Lord in song.  The 

closing choir and orchestra notes of 

Chicheser Psalms drifted through Christ 

Church’s sanctuary offering a true 

experience of “dwelling together in 

unity.” 

The concert closed with excerpts from 

Bernstein’s Broadway musical On the 

Town. Peppered with Bernstein 

syncopatic rhythms and lively solos from 

Andrew Mericle and guest chorister 

Leslie Ann Lopez, On the Town brought 

down the house. How much we all owe to 

Leonard Bernstein and indeed, does 

Christ Church owe to Michael Haigler.  

One week later, Andrew and his mother, 

soprano Pam Mericle were still singing 

snippets of Bernstein as the choir got 

ready for Sunday service.  
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CCOB Investment Committee 
Bill Denslow, Chairman

The re-constituted Christ Church Investment Committee has been meeting and studying our 

endowment during the past nine months. 

The committee consists of Michael Bibla, Peter Colgrove, Laura Dougherty, Ton Heijmen, Priscilla 

Palmer, Fr. Piret, and Chair, Bill Denslow.  The total amount of the managed investment portfolio 

has grown from $8.8 million to approximately $10.9 million over the past eight years, 

notwithstanding the fact that the Vestry has withdrawn $5.1 million from our portfolio during this 

period to fund the operations and capital requirements of the church.  

Our investments are presently managed by three outside financial advisors: Merrill Lynch, Morgan 

Stanley and Mercer.  At the end of last year, the Merrill Lynch portfolio had grown to $5.3 million, 

the Morgan Stanley to $4.6 million and the Mercer portfolio (which is part of a larger Diocese 

endowment fund) was $1.0 million.  

At the beginning of this year your committee requested performance reports from all three 

managers compared to their target market indices and assets allocation instructions from Christ 

Church.  The investment committee has been reviewing those reports and the fees that we have 

paid.  Considerable time has been given to investigating financial products available for sustainable 

investing and discussing whether this was something that would be appropriate for the Christ 

Church endowment. 

The committee has reached several conclusions and will be presenting the Vestry with a set of 

recommendations.  Stay tuned; the next Compass will bring you the results of the Vestry’s 

decisions. 

 

  

Church Pension Fund.  All rights reserved. 
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79th General Convention 
Ton Heijmen  
 
I was one of the alternates to the General Convention (GC) and 

spent almost 2 weeks in Austin Texas (during July!). The GC is 

held every 3 years and is the supreme legislative body of the 

Episcopal Church.  While it is important work, a convention of 2 

weeks is too long and much too expensive. Asking some 2500 

clergy and lay persons to spend this amount of time at a convention 

where there are many hour-long meetings without much 

happening, is not a wise use of time. Serious thought should to be given to drastically curtail the 

length of the GC and only deal with substantive issues which are fully prepared by the various 

committees and brought up for votes. Father Alexandre was the elected head of the LI delegation 

and filed the following summary report of the GC. 

A Report from the Deputation to the 79th General Convention of the Diocese of Long Island by 

the deputation chair, the Reverend Hickman Alexandre. 

 

The deputation worked tirelessly, attending 

long hours of committee meetings and 

hearings, as well as testifying and speaking 

on the floor at legislative sessions.  Members 

of the deputation served on the following 

Legislative Bodies: The Rev’d Karen Davis-

Lawson – Dispatch, The Rev’d Hickman 

Alexandre – Program, Budget and Finance, 

The Rev’d Canon Lynn Collins – Church 

Pension Fund, Mr. Brian Romero - Social 

Justice and US Policy, Dr. Ted Gerbracht - 

Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations, Ms. 

Valarie Crosdale - Social Justice and 

International Policy. 

In Austin, we experienced the warmth – 

weather wise and from the people. We were 

reminded of the Holy Spirit in the form of the 

pigeons present with us on the floor of the 

House of Deputies.  The food was excellent; 

we connected with old friends, and met and 

made new friends with sisters and brothers 

from across the country and world.   

This General Convention had some outward 

focused moments.  We participated in a 

revival that was open to the greater 

community.  Bishops United Against Gun 

Violence held a public witness in a park.  

Many of us were moved to tears by the words 

of the family of Carmen Schentrup, a teen 

killed in the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

High School shootings.  The Schentrups 

attend St. Mary Magdalene in Coral Springs, 

Florida.  They addressed the House of 

Bishops and Deputies, as well as the witness 

in the park.  Another public witness happened 

at the Hutto Detention Facility.  Over 1000 

Episcopalians and friends offered prayers and 

listened to church leaders. 
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The opportunity to have conversations with 

both the House of Deputies and Bishops 

holding joint sessions were a highlight of this 

Convention.  We participated in 

conversations on Racial Reconciliation, 

Evangelism, and Care of Creation. The 

Church passed a ministry plan for the next 

triennium with attention to these three pillars 

that will guide our ministry over the next 

three years. 

The Convention also approved a resolution 

intended to ensure equal access to marriage 

rites for same-sex couples in all dioceses of 

the church.  If implemented by Diocesan 

Bishops in the manner intended by the 

General Convention, it should ensure that all 

same-sex couples in the Episcopal Church 

can marry in their home parish, subject to the 

consent of the Rector.  

There was significant discussion on the Book 

of Common Prayer, with our current 1979 

version being memorialized and approval for 

work on expansive language to continue.   

The impact of the #metoo movement was 

prayerful, placed in a liturgy at the beginning 

of General Convention and several 

resolutions were also passed dealing with the 

issues women face in the church.  There was 

prayerful discussion around the 

Israel/Palestine situation. 

A matter dear to the heart of Canon Quevedo-

Bosch was the readmission of Cuba into the 

Episcopal Church.  There was great joy on 

the floor when the House of Deputies 

unanimously voted to concur with the House 

of Bishops vote to readmit.  The diocese is 

now part of Province II, the International 

Atlantic Province.  

General Convention elected Mr. Romero to 

be the Province II lay representative to the 

Nomination Committee for the Election of a 

Presiding Bishop. 

Please visit the General Convention website 

www.generalconvention.org for a more 

complete report of the actions of the 79th 

General Convention.     

 

 

 
 
  

An esteemed guest of the Convention was the 
“Nesting Episcopalian” Pigeon, which captivated 
the House of Deputies and had his own Twitter 
account, @gc79pigeon, thanks to Rev. David 
Sibley, of Christ Church Manhasset and Rev. 
David Simmons of Wisconsin. 

http://www.generalconvention.org/
https://twitter.com/gc79pigeon
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Remembering Naresh Peter Verlander 
April 26, 1985 – July 20, 2018 

 

The following obituary of our dear friend Naresh was written by his 

best friend from school, and published in the school’s magazine.  We 

are thankful to his mother, Marian for offering this to us.  Please keep 

his parents and family in your prayers as they continue to deal with 

the pain of his passing.  

           

Naresh Peter Verlander (E, 02-04): died 

20.07.2018. Computer Science, Kings 

College London 04-06, Philosophy, 

Heythrop College 06-09, Law BPP Law 

School 10-11, Sandhurst, 11-12, Cambridge 

Judge School 15-16. 

He died suddenly and tragically at home due 

to undetermined circumstances. 

He had multiple talents and a wide array of 

interests. Within his short time he 

accomplished many things and his life 

experience was exceptionally rich as a 

result.  After his academic studies, he 

volunteered for many years with the 

Metropolitan Police as a Special Constable, 

becoming the Metropolitan Police's youngest 

Special Constable to be promoted to the rank 

of Sargent. During that time he worked as a 

firearms officer, conducting dawn raids on 

highly dangerous and often armed gangs in 

London. He was a keen photographer 

throughout his time in London, becoming the 

Photo Editor of the London Student which 

reached 120,000 readers. He captured the 

aftermath of the devastating 2004 Boxing 

Day Tsunami 

from the Indian 

coastline and 

freelanced for 

Metal Hammer 

and PlayMusic Magazine, which gave him 

access to some of the biggest bands in the 

scene, including System of a Down, Deftones 

and My Chemical Romance, all of which he 

photographed. He frequented Reading and 

Download Festivals as an official press 

photographer and even took his camera on 

the 3 Peaks Challenge, photographing some 

very cold Met Police officers at 1,344 metres 

at the top of Ben Nevis. After the Met Police 

he went to Sandhurst, graduating in 2012 to 

join the Royal Military Police regiment, 

where he was decorated for his service. 

During this period he helped close down the 

largest British base in Germany, JHQ 

Rheindahlen, before training young squadron 

recruits at ATC Pirbright, for many of whom 

he acted as legal guardian. He then completed 

his Special Investigations Branch course in 

Portsmouth before transferring to Colchester. 

His operations during this period were covert 
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but by the time he left the army in 2015 he 

had reached the rank of Captain. His earlier 

army reports read "you would not be alone if 

you mistakenly thought Naresh was already 

Captain as he already has the leadership and 

values that one would consider of a 

Captain… his moral compass points North." 

After he retired from the military he worked 

as a First Responder for the East of England 

Ambulance Trust before moving back to 

New York in 2015. During that time he also 

completed the University of Cambridge 

Judge Business School financial 

management course. In New York he worked 

as an IT Consultant at IBM, before joining 

the 1-800 Flowers team. From 2016 up to the 

time of his death he volunteered with the 

Atlantic Steamers Fire Co. No. 1. as a 

firefighter and was also a member of their 

dive rescue team. He assisted recruiting and 

training volunteers for the dive rescue team, 

completing his last dive just before he passed. 

In May 2018 he was awarded for being the 

most active and responsive firefighter in the 

team. At his funeral his fellow firefighters 

hung a huge flag for him from the ladders of 

their fire engines as a mark of their respect. 

Throughout his life his selfless volunteering 

and willingness to put his own life at risk to 

help others, touched the hearts of very many. 

He was a true gentleman, polite and 

considerate to others. At school, he was well-

turned out and highly intelligent. He was a 

founding member of the school band 

Evanizen and took great enjoyment in 

organising and performing in music concerts 

at the college. He booked out the QEII theatre 

for one night and filled the stage with 

hundreds of lilies in order to host and perform 

in a Nirvana Unplugged concert in front of a 

full audience. He never quite finished one of 

his English Literature set text because he said 

that he had no interest in its author. He will 

be very much missed by those he has left 

behind, including his soul-mate and sister 

Maya, his mother Marian and father Edward. 
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Youth at Christ Church 
Kathryn Cantanno 

Church School and Youth Group got off to another great start this Fall!  

On September 9th, we began the program with a Tour of the Church which was enjoyed by members 

of Church School. The following Sunday, after the annual Blessing of the Backpacks during the 10 

a.m. Eucharist, we met in Parish Hall and celebrated the start of our new year with an Ice Cream 

Social. A tradition enjoyed by both children and adults!   

On Sunday, September 30,  we 

celebrated  Fall Youth Sunday 

in which members of our 

Church School and Youth 

Group serve in important roles 

at the 10 a.m. Eucharist. In the 

past, our Youth Sunday 

typically was only celebrated in 

the Spring.  Last year we 

decided also to start the school 

year with a Youth Sunday. 

Since it was such a success, we 

plan to make this part of our 

tradition each year in the Fall.  

Our Church School children have resumed bringing up the gifts during the Offertory which is a 

wonderful tradition that started two years ago at the 10 a.m. Eucharist. The children have been 

excited to be part of the Mass and the congregation has welcomed the change. 

Please mark your calendar … All Hallows’ Eve Celebration will be on Sunday, October 28th at 5:30 

p.m.!  We all look forward to a wonderful year in Youth Formation! 
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Parish Spotlight – Michelle Parsinski 

When I first came to Christ Church in 2015, I was looking for a 

place of worship to call home.  I had never really had one on my 

Catholic journey, and the timing felt quite right. The first 

Wednesday I came to choir was like any other day, and I had no 

intention of staying. I sat next to Eileen Relyea, God rest her 

beautiful soul. She complimented me on my singing.  I had very 

little confidence in my musical ability back then. It amazes me 

how three years singing under Michael Haigler (with the help of 

section leaders and some amazing volunteer choir) could turn me 

into a more confident musician. Today, I am the teaching 

assistant for the treble choir, and I absolutely love it.  This is just 

one of many incredible things Christ Church has done for me.  

The decision to become Episcopalian and to raise my daughter 

in this Church was largely because of the people.  No, we are not 

perfect, but we are good.  We are kind, we are loving, we love 

each other, we support each other, and I find peace and solace just being around you every week.   

Christ Church has helped me to grow into a stronger, healthier person.  It has taken me in directions 

that I had never seen myself before.  It also helped me to figure out that I was in an unhealthy 

marriage and wanted to be free to start over again.  When I found the courage to make those 

changes, Christ Church was there, Michael Piret was there, my friends were there -- with a random 

hug, a kind word, advice, prayer -- and it helped me to see my value as a human being. It was where 

I began to rebuild my identity.      

Since then, many positive things have happened to me.  I re-established my career, have begun a 

weight loss and health journey, started working on my outward appearance, found my own style, 

begun singing with Belle Voci for cancer research, prevention, and cure, made new friends, mapped 

out my goals for the future, was accepted in the Aaron Copland graduate program, started dancing, 

gotten much closer to God, worked on myself, both spiritually and internally, and I have aspired to 

do my own missionary work.  I have engaged in child sponsorships and serve the grants committee.  

I sing Christmas Carols each December with my choir buddies, and I am also working with Shari 

Dembowski to organize Operation Christmas Child.   

Without my connection to Christ Church, I would have no anchor.  We have so many nice people 

in this congregation: I don’t know you all, but please feel free to say hello to me anytime.  You can 

find me at coffee hour chasing after an energetic little blonde girl with curly hair, or during 

breakfast, half asleep repeating “Lily, eat your eggs!” We are there pretty much every week -- even 
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in the summertime -- because raising my daughter in the church is important for her growth as a 

person and for my growth as a mother.  I love having her there with me every week, watching the 

relationships she’s forming with people in our community.  Jocelyn and Felicita in Noah’s Nursery 

are amazing with her.  In Church School, she is learning about Christ.  It is such a comfort to see 

my daughter in the congregation; the list of gratitude is endless.  

Lastly, to sum up, my real “Parish Spotlight”:  

 My movie is Mary Poppins  

 My band is Radiohead/Beatles 

 My singer is John Lennon/ Peter Gabriel/ Johnny Cash 

 My dance is Salsa 

 My dinner is broccoli rabe with garlic and sausage /Columbian skirt steak with chimichurri, 

rice, beans, chicharrons, and platanos.  

 My food is Columbian, Dominican, Mexican or Italian 

 My number is 9 (since I first heard the Beatles Revolution No. 9) 

 My secondary instrument is piano and guitar 

 My music is Salsa, Bachata, Jazz, Cuban, Pop, Hip-hop, Old school rap, Country, Metal, 

Rock -- I love everything.  

 My dream is to travel.  I am saving to take my daughter to Vienna at Christmas, we are going 

to Disney in the summer of 2019, and I intend to take her to Spain -- God willing.  

 

A priest dies and is waiting in line at the Pearly Gates. Ahead of him is a guy who's dressed in sunglasses, 

a loud shirt, leather jacket, and jeans.  Saint Peter addresses this cool guy, ‘Who are you, so that I may 

know whether or not to admit you to the Kingdom of Heaven?’  The guy replies, ‘I'm Bruce, retired 

airline pilot from Toronto.  Saint Peter consults his list. He smiles and says to the pilot, ‘Take this silken 

robe and golden staff and enter the Kingdom.’ The pilot goes into Heaven with his robe and staff. 

Next, it’s the priest’s turn. He stands erect and booms out, ‘I am Father John, pastor of Saint Mary’s for 

the last 43 years.’  Saint Peter consults his list. He says to the priest, ‘Take this cotton robe and wooden 

staff and enter the Kingdom.’ 

‘Just a minute,’ says the good father. ‘That man was a pilot and he gets a silken robe and golden staff 

and I get only cotton and wood. How can this be?’   

‘Up here, we go by results,’ says Saint Peter. ‘When you preached -- people slept.  When he flew --

people prayed.’ 
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Parish Life 

Oyster Festival Parking 
Vikki LoRusso 

Rain and weather did not slow our parking efforts 

for very long.  We had a successful two days of 

Oysterfest fundraising!  Thank you to all who 

signed up to help: Patti & Fred Bauerschmidt, 

Sonja Lake, Ton Heijmen, Joanna Miller, Andi & 

Nicole Holohan, Andrea Carlsen, Max & Wayne 

Marciano, Stephanie Augustine, Ellen Nicoll, 

Audrey Tsoukias, Evie & David Sarles, Fr. 

Michael.  Many hands make light work!  None of 

it could be done without the incredible work of 

Siân Piret, Hector, Carolos & Hector, Jr.  We had 

lots of fun while amassing $6,001 for us to distribute to many local causes.  Thank you to our Christ 

Church family for the support.  We are so very blessed! 
 

 

St. Hilda’s Guild 
Judy Colwell and Ellen Nicoll 

St. Hilda’s Guild had a great 2017-18 as we 

raised $2300, and arranged for a donation of two 

couches for our chosen charity, Harmony 

House. It is an outstanding school and residence 

here in Oyster Bay, which serves adolescent 

girls in their treatment towards returning to 

community schools.  The girls hail from all the 

boroughs and all of Long Island. 

This new Church year we started out early by 

high-jacking the annual Welcome-Back-from-

Summer-Potluck-Supper in September to be 

another fund raiser for Harmony House.  It was 

a super fun and lively night of Trivia, which 

Team “Trivia Trollops” working diligently during the  
Picture Round, while enjoying Patricia's birthday cake! 
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raised $730.00!  The participants 

were challenged by questions 

prepared by our own Siân Piret 

(Michael Piret was not allowed to 

participate!).  Each member of the 

winning team received a gift voucher 

from a local restaurant!  Thank you 

Vikki for securing the vouchers!  And 

thanks to Peggy Heijmen, Elisabeth 

Mooney, Judy Colwell, and Joanna 

Miller for coordinating the evening, 

and countless others who cooked for 

the pot-luck dinner, helped to set-up and clean-up after the event, and showed-up with a good sense 

of humor and fun spirit! 

 

St. Hilda’s financial success continues to come primarily from the generous shopping (and cooking) 

of our parishioners and their guests, and we are ever so thankful.  Our members will soon be 

announcing the agenda of this year’s activities and fund raisers, along with what charity will be our 

next recipient.  If any of you are aware of a local charity in need of our donations, please do let us 

know.  We welcome all parish women to join us in our efforts and comradery! 

 

 

Blessing of the Pets 
 

The Annual Blessing of the Animals 

in honor of St. Francis brought dogs, 

cats, and even a guinea pig to Christ 

Church on Sunday, October 7.   

The congregation was a bit more 

raucous than usual – but most 

everyone appreciated the parade of 

animals to the altar for a special 

blessing from Father Piret.    
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Blessing of Scout Projects 

As previously mentioned in the Compass, the Boy and 

Girl Scouts have taken serious interest in our Community 

Garden.  The Johnson family played an integral role in 

this, as Kristofer Johnson completed his Eagle Project 

staircase and his sister, Brynn, and Cailee Salvato built a 

lovely bench for their Girl Scout Silver Project. On 

November 4, a beautiful fall day, Father Piret invited 

parishioners to a blessing of these structures, including the 

the compost bin which was completed last year (also part 

of Kris’ Eagle project).   In addition to the blessing, all 

three Scouts were awarded a certificate thanking them for 

their dedication and outstanding work in the Sylvia 

Redington Community Garden.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve, Monday December 24 
4:00 pm  Christmas Pageant 

5:00 pm  Child-friendly Christmas Communion 
    (in the “Bethlehem Stable”) 

10:00 pm Prelude of Christmas Music 

10:30 pm Christmas Eve Eucharist 
 

Christmas Day, Tuesday December 25 
10:00 am  Christmas Morning Eucharist 
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