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Up and Coming 
As we gradually emerge from the worst of the Pandemic shut-downs, we hope you will 

enjoy the return (in person!) of a few Christ Church traditions . . . 

 

 

Friday, December 10 

Mr. Dickens reads his famous tale, A Christmas Carol – 7:30 pm 

Sunday, December 19 

Lessons & Carols – 4:00 pm 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist for Christmas* 

10:15 pm   Prelude of Christmas Music (Christmas Eve) 

10:30 pm   Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist 

10:00 am   Christmas Morning Holy Eucharist 

*More about these Celebrations and others will be available  

as we get nearer the time 

 

From the Editor 
The countdown to the end of the 2021 has begun, and before you know it – 

Christmas will be here!  Christ Church remains a busy parish, if a bit altered as 

we continue to navigate the COVID world.  Our weekly staff meetings are abuzz 

with Christmas preparations, including dates for decorating the Church. (Any 

volunteers?  Please let me know!).  We’ve made many 

in-roads in 2021 towards a more normal Christ 

Church, from the Annual Parish Picnic to the return 

of the Choir at our 10:00 am services.  In addition, our 

ministry guild volunteers are back to their normal 

weekly rotations, as they used to be prior to the start of the pandemic.  The 

Guilds are always looking for volunteers, so don’t be shy if you’d like to join 

in!  Exciting news - we’ve started a new Outreach venture – The Community 

Closet, which you’ll read more about further on.   I hope you enjoy this edition 

of the Compass; if not offer up your criticisms in a silent prayer and come talk 

to us privately! 

Peggy Heijmen, Editor 

office@christchurchoysterbay.org 
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From the Rector – Making 

Holy Days of the Holidays    
Every December since 2016, the noted author Charles 

Dickens has performed a reading, for Christ Church, of his 

famous story, A Christmas Carol.  Having died in 1870, he’s 

had to tamper with the space-time continuum to do this.  As 

we all know from Back to the Future, that is a hazardous 

thing to do.  So we as a parish have cause to be grateful to 

Mr. Dickens.  

Since a combination of circumstances have caused me to 

miss all of his visits to Oyster Bay, I want to make amends 

by reflecting in this message on the meaning of the clever tale 

he so enjoys reading aloud.  On the surface it doesn’t seem 

like a religious story.  It only refers to Jesus a couple of times, 

and even then, indirectly.  All the same, like the key to a 

magic box, Mr. Dickens’s story unlocks the teachings of 

Jesus in a unique way.  

 

At the heart of what Jesus teaches, after all, is conversion of 

life.  That means coming to our senses when we are getting things wrong.  Conversion of life means 

turning around, changing course to go in the opposite direction, like the Prodigal Son in Luke’s 

Gospel (15:11-32).  At the center of Mr. Dickens’s story, as everyone knows, is Ebenezer Scrooge, 

one of the best-known examples of such a 180-degree turn, towards newness of life.   

 

We should not think of Scrooge merely as a made-up character who has nothing to do with us; 

because the way he turns from his ways and changes course is a picture of what Jesus calls us all 

to do.  

 

Like Scrooge, we can easily become obsessed with ourselves and our own interests.  We can get 

lost in the pursuit of material objects to the point where we lose touch with faith, hope, and love – 

the three things that last forever.  In Mr. Dickens’s story we see, for example, how the young 

Scrooge lost the girl to whom he was engaged.  It seems he loved making money more than he 

loved her.  What material interests might be standing between us and our most valued relationships?  
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Like Scrooge, we can become blind to the 

needs of others, selfish with what we have, and 

unwilling to share.  Scrooge has become so 

hardened to those who are needy that he 

imagines he is doing plenty, just by paying 

taxes to support the workhouses and debtors’ 

prisons.  But those institutions are not enough 

to provide “Christian cheer of mind or body,” 

as Scrooge comes to learn.  In the course of the 

story, he also sees glimpses of the terrible 

danger that “Want” and “Ignorance” present to 

any society.  Great generosity is needed to 

address the plight of the needy.  What vise-like 

grip on our own wallets or bank accounts might 

be loosened, to release more of what we have 

to help those in need?  To honor their dignity 

as our brothers and sisters, children of the one 

Heavenly Father, is another way of turning 

towards God.  

Like Scrooge, we can also forget how fleeting 

our lives on this earth are.  We can forget that 

our capacity to do good is given for a set 

amount of time only.  Scrooge comes to grips 

with his own mortality with the help of the 

Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come.  We may 

learn the same lesson about our mortality in 

different ways: through the death of friends or 

family, for instance, whether they were swept 

away unexpectedly, or receded over the 

horizon gradually.  Can this awareness 

quicken our concern for all of our fellow 

travelers in this transitory life, here and now?  

Like Scrooge, amid the hustle and bustle of 

the season, we too may turn a blind eye to the 

sheer good-hearted joy that this holiday time 

can bring.  At the end of his tale, having come 

to his senses on Christmas Day and made his 

180-degree turn, Scrooge takes a walk after 

doing a deed of kindness for the Cratchit 

family.  To his delight, on that walk, Scrooge 

“found that everything could yield him 

pleasure.  He had never dreamed that any walk 

could give him so much happiness.”  May we 

too learn to see each day as the precious 

commodity it is:  turning our attention to the 

things Jesus came to teach us, including our 

responsibility for those in need.  May we too 

learn to store up treasure – as Jesus teaches – 

in heaven, not on earth.  

The holiday season can get so noisy, it can 

become so commercial, so plastic, so bland, as 

to have no meaning left at all.  But consider: 

the word holidays means Holy Days.  Opening 

our hearts to God’s Holy Spirit, let’s allow 

ourselves to be converted, like Scrooge, 

turning away from selfishness in all its forms.  

If we do that, making each day an opportunity 

for “conversion of life” – turning in the right 

direction and going full speed ahead – these 

will indeed be Holy Days, for us and many 

others!   

In Christ’s love and service,  

Father Michael  

 

“I will honor Christmas in my heart, 

and try to keep it all the year. I will 

live in the Past, the Present, and the 

Future. The Spirits of all Three shall 

strive within me.” 
                                — Ebenezer Scrooge 
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Update from the Reopening Committee 
Peggy Heijmen, Reopening Committee 

We’ve come a long way … and we still have a way to go, but Christ Church is steadily moving 

ahead, emerging from the darkest days of the Pandemic into a revised new “normal.”  Working 

within the guidelines that Bishop Provenzano issued and in line with NYS and CDC guidance, the 

Reopening Committee (comprised of Fr. Piret; Wardens Peter Colgrove and Connie Cincotta; 

Vestry members Sonja Lake, Audrey Tsoukias and Fred Bauerschmidt; and Parish Administrator 

Peggy Heijmen) has met via Zoom multiple times to plan, tweak and implement Covid safety 

procedures allowing us to return to a more normal Christ Church. 

 

Face masks are still required for all indoor activities and services, regardless of vaccination status. 

The Church is organized with a “cozy” fully vaccinated section on one side of the center aisle and 

a more socially distanced section on the other side of the aisle where you can sit if you prefer more 

spacing or if you are not yet fully vaccinated.  

We were all very excited to see the return of 

the full choir in late October, just in time to 

sing offerings from the Fauré Requiem at our 

All Souls’ Eucharist on November 2nd.  

Church School meets in Parish Hall at 10:00 

am on designated Sundays.  Noah’s Nursery 

is not yet open, but it has undergone a grand 

transformation, so we hope to offer this again 

in the near future.  

 

As a Community, we were able to once again 

enjoy the Annual Parish Picnic. Taking 

advantage of more space, we held it in front of 

the Rectory and instead of a bar-b-que, Christ 

Church provided delicious, individually 

packed boxed lunches.  Volunteers hosted Tea on the Lawn after the 10:00 am service during the 

summer months.  Coffee Hour has turned into a hybrid event – the Teams hosting a “tailgate party” 

outside Parish Hall for those who prefer to be outside, despite the dropping temperatures; tables 

and chairs are set up inside for those who prefer the warmth of Parish Hall!   

 

The St. Hilda’s Guild Trivia Night Fund Raiser on October 8th was the first Parish Hall activity 

since March of 2020.  All in attendance had to show proof of vaccination at the door and wear 

Choir members gathering outside Church 
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masks throughout the evening.  In addition to raising $450 for local causes, the 25 participants 

shared a lot of laughs, while trying to answer Siân Piret’s tricky questions! 

 

Alcoholics Anonymous is back in Parish Hall at their usual time on Wednesday and Sunday 

evenings; the Learning Tree pre-school is operating for a second year with pandemic protocols in 

place; and LI Baroque was the first outside group to offer a concert in the Church.  Day Break has 

not yet returned to Parish Hall, but this is a program that we are very much looking forward to 

bringing back to Christ Church.   

 

If you have any questions, suggestions or concerns as we move forward, please come and talk with 

one of us on the Committee.  We are always interested in considering new ways we can move 

forward during the time of Covid.   
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Sacred Ground - Understanding Race and 

Religion  
David Sarles, participant 

For ten weeks last spring, once a week on Tuesday nights, some ten members of Christ 

Church Zoomed together in an online workshop series on race and faith. Father Michael 

Piret led us in this study, part of The Episcopal Church’s “long term commitment to racial 

healing, reconciliation and justice.” Early in the course of study, our Zoom group learned 

of the Episcopal Church’s doctrine of discovery about its participation in the slave trade. 

The following weeks of study considered the historical issues of race that we might not 

know very much about. Following sessions included contemporary aspects of race and 

religion that we Christians might well confront.  

Assigned chapters from the two “core” books each week gave us food for discussion. One 

of the books, Waking up White, Deborah Irving’s memoir of being raised racially blind, 

revealed her experiences growing up as an upper-middle class child through to her marriage 

and parenting. Her perspective offered a groundwork for self-understanding. 

The more theological theme of the 

second core book, Jesus and the 

Disinherited, Howard Thurman’s 

1949 treatise on racial bias, pulled 

no punches in naming human 

error in treatment of the 

impoverished and downtrodden. 

Thurman set Jesus before the 

readers as one of the 

disenfranchised in his time. In five 

telling chapters, Thurman offered 

a devastatingly frank appraisal of 

the historical harm done by hatred.  

His voice carried a clear message 

of love and Christian brotherhood. 
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Each Tuesday night session we considered a particular racial issue. After initially learning 

how we individually grew to understand our own heritage and diversity experiences, we 

turned to reflecting on the prescribed course materials. Alongside the core publications 

offered each week, there were related articles, films, blog posts, interviews, historical 

documents, maps, and stories that gave direction to our reflections. NPR and PBS 

presentations (e.g., Henry Louis Gates’ series, “The African American”) provided 

historical background for several sessions.  

The Sacred Ground course covered the history of our developing nation’s continuous 

mistreatment of people with diverse traditions: beginning with our Indigenous tribes; then, 

in the mid-nineteenth century into the present, our Asian and Pacific Islanders; more 

recently, our Latino population; and continually, our African Americans. The Episcopal 

Church’s dedication to gain appreciation and offer love to all people underlies the ten 

sessions of Sacred Ground. 

The mutual participation in our study under Father Michael’s guidance, even through the 

remoteness via Zoom, uplifted us and brought us a true sense of being a cohort. Virtual 

distance might even have enhanced our ability to reflect on what we had discovered in each 

session. How to better understand and effect change was the thrust of the Sacred Ground 

course. Coming together and sharing our own experiences as Christ Church learners served 

us to be better in our relationships with others. 

The Episcopal Church’s Sacred Ground course is a vital learning experience, a beginning 

for searching ways to achieve racial justice and healing through recognition, reconciliation 

and atonement. 
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The Community Closet 
Suzanne Siple, Vestry 

Christ Church has a new and exciting Outreach project!  Our church has always played an important 

role in local outreach, whether it be in monetary donations to worthwhile charities, the fundraising 

efforts of St. Hilda’s Guild, meal preparation for HIHI, or the use of low-cost (or no cost) space in 

our beautiful Parish Hall by groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous, Camino da Vida, the Hispanic 

Cultural Center and Day Break.   

The closure of the Hispanic Cultural Centre 

prior to the start of the Pandemic, left us with 

two unoccupied rooms upstairs in the Parish 

Hall.  Vestry member Fred Bauerschmidt 

wanted to see a new expression of our outreach 

ministry.  He and Fr. Piret reached out to the 

Youth and Family Counseling Agency of 

Oyster Bay-East Norwich (YFCA) to 

brainstorm on ideas for the space.   

The result is the new Community Closet, 

offering clothing and household goods to in-

need families and individuals known to the 

YFCA.  The Community Closet is carefully managed by Ingrid Morales, YFCA Coordinator of 

Outreach.  Ms. Morales knows firsthand the needs of these families – who just had a baby, who is 

waiting for a place to live, who has medical issues, etc.  These families and individuals are invited 

to the Community Closet by appointment only.  There they can avail themselves of any of the 

clothing, shoes, household goods, and baby items they need.   

Please be on the lookout for occasional requests for the Community Closet in the weekly bulletin 

and email blasts, as there may be times when we will need to fill a special need, such as when we 

asked for gently used winter coats.  On Saturday, November 6 we hosted a coat drive in the Parish 

Hall and fourteen families that needed assistance came.  Not only did they leave with warm clothing 

for their families, but each also left with a warm coat on, as it was a chilly day.  

There is a need in our beautiful hamlet.  Let’s all be present to lend a hand when we can.   

 

Volunteers organizing for the winter coat drive 
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Outreach Grants Committee 
Our worship inspires us towards three chosen missions: teaching the Christian Faith, caring for one 

another, and reaching beyond ourselves generously.  The Outreach Grants Committee seeks to 

provide support to organizations for which we can make a significant impact.  We take the 

verification of charitable organizations very seriously and have a formal application process in 

place for any requests over $2,000.  In November the Outreach Grants Committee met via Zoom 

to review and discuss the applications received throughout 2021.  After careful consideration, the 

following recommendations were presented to and approved by the Vestry.   

 Anglican Church of Burundi.  This grant will be used for training and sustainability 

(farming) programs to support a 150 member Anglican community church in Africa.    

 Uplift Help International (Nigeria).  We have supported this organization’s efforts in the 

past to provide a primary health care center.  This grant will go towards the running of the 

newly completed Infant Jesus Community Hospital.   

 People Loving People.   This is a local charity that supplies and distributes from a food 

pantry and through other programs. They have requested funds to begin an ESL program. 

 Youth and Family Counseling Agency of Oyster Bay/East Norwich.  Additional funds to 

help support their many programs and extensive social care.   

If you are interested in learning more about the mission of our Outreach Grants Committee, please 

reach out to Adam Kimmick (Chairman) or Father Piret.  
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Parish Spotlight  
To get to know one another better, in the past we have asked parishioners to fill out a short 

questionnaire to share with our parish family, answering questions such as what you like 

to read, where you’ve traveled, or even what or who would you like to be!  Questionnaires 

will be at the back of the Church.  Why not take one home and fill it out?  Maybe you’ll be 

in the next Compass! 

Rene Warren has been a beloved parishioner here at 

Christ Church for over 70 years - since her marriage to 

her late husband, Mel in 1951.   Mel & Rene raised their 

children in East Norwich, where Rene still lives.  Rene 

has been a valuable member of our Church community, 

having served on the Vestry, Altar Guild, Coffee Hour, 

and Flower Committee, as well as being the director of 

the annual Church Fair.  As a teenager, Rene started 

roller skating at the Mineola Skating Rink and fell in love 

with the sport.  She skated competitively and even won 

a championship!   

 

 

Tell us where you’ve lived.   I am from Brooklyn, and have lived in North Bellmore and East 
Norwich. 

What first brought you to Christ Church Oyster Bay, and when?   My husband Mel and I were 
married at Christ Church on August 18, 1951. 

What do you like best about Christ Church?  The comradery of the parishioners. 

What are some activities you enjoy and/or what is your favorite way to unwind?  Working out 
in different clubs on Long Island.  Reading. 

Who is the most famous person you have ever met?  Karen Carpenter, when I was waitressing 
at Chateau Briand in Westbury. 

What did you want to be when you grew up?   A singer of popular music. 
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If you could have only one book with you on a desert island (apart from the Bible), what 
would it be?  “The Choice” by Nicholas Sparks. 

(b)  One movie to watch?  “Giant” with Elizabeth Taylor and Rock Hudson. 

If you could have dinner with any person in the whole history of time (except for Jesus), who 
would it be, and why?  Lester Holt.  He is so honest and suave! 

What is your favorite place for quiet reflection?    Christ Church. 

What was your most treasured experience at Christ Church?  Being the director of the Annual 
Church Fair.  

If you could be anything at all in God’s creation, what would it be? 

A female minister to Christ Church. 

What has been your greatest blessing thus far and why?  To be a great-grandmother to three 
beautiful great-grandchildren.  Two girls and one boy, ages 8, 13 & 16.   
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Buildings & Grounds 
The Building & Grounds Committee has been busy!  Several projects have been completed, 

including Parish Hall:  refinishing the floor in the main hall; repairing the ice maker; adding new 

fencing & re-grading the drainage area by the Learning Tree; Rectory:  Painting the exterior; 

repairing the kitchen ceiling and replacing the dishwasher.  Church:  Upgrading the wiring to enable 

us to live-stream our services; Office (still to be completed): new signage for the “Community 

Closet” and for the Christ Church office. 

 

 

 

  

No more rain in the  
Rectory kitchen! 

Rectory before & after 

Parish Hall floor, after the old finish  
was removed. 
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Parish Life 
Peggy Heijmen 

 

Our Parish Life still includes virtual events and Zoom meetings, but as we near the close 

of 2021 we have also celebrated the return of many in-person gatherings.   

In March, our Annual Parish Meeting was a hybrid event.  Voting for the Vestry took place 

in person.  Parishioners cast their ballots as they left services that Sunday morning.  The 

actual meeting took place via Zoom at 2:00 pm in the afternoon, with reports from the 

various committee heads and time for questions and answers.   

We had two Lenten series this year, both via Zoom.  Fr. Piret led sessions on the Catechism 

on Tuesday evenings, and the Rev. John Hunt delved into the Book of Job on Thursday 

evenings.   

Our first in-person social event was the 

Parish Picnic, held in front of the Rectory to 

take advantage of more space for social 

distancing.  Big round tables were set up, 

and the trees offered cooling shade in the 

warm, beautiful afternoon. Since the Parish 

Picnic was such a success, Tea on the Lawn 

was introduced after the 10:00 am services 

during July, August and September.    

Good weather forecasts sustained us 

through most of the Fall, allowing us to 

extend our time for Tea on the Lawn.   With 

the temperatures starting to dip in November, we nicknamed these gatherings “Tailgate 

Party After Church” and added Hot Chocolate to keep everyone toasty.  We recently turned 

them into another hybrid event with some parishioners gathering at tables in Parish Hall 

and others enjoying the brisk air outdoors! 

 

 

 

Our first Tea on the Lawn of the Summer 
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Christ Church is very grateful to Charlie & 

Mora Gibney for their generous donation of the 

beautiful new brass bookstand that is now on the 

altar in church.  The stand is engraved with the 

thoughtful inscription, “To the Glory of God.  

Thankful – Grateful – Blessed.” 

The Annual Blessing of the Backpacks was 

held at the 10:00 am service on Sunday, 

September 19.  This also marked the first time 

the Youth Formation classes were held in 

person since the outbreak of the pandemic. 

A favorite service in honor of St. Francis – 

The Blessing of the Animals -  was held in 

front of the Rectory on October 3rd.  

Members of the Choir sang The Animals are 

Comin’ to commemorate the day! 
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To be more socially distanced while singing, the 

Choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings  

in the Sanctuary. 

The Choir processing into the Church on 

the first day of their return – 88 weeks 

after the shutdown! 

Parishioners enjoying the weekly “Tailgate Party” 

after our 10:00 am service on Sunday morning.   
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The Youth & Family Counseling Agency (YFCA) invites families in need to the Community Closet 

to offer them gently used items such as clothing, household goods, toys, and more donated by 

members of the greater Oyster Bay/East Norwich area.  Our own Suzanne Siple has made it her 

mission to keep the Community Closet well organized, enabling those families a dignified place to 

seek assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 4, Bishop Provenzano 

ordained our own John Marsden Hunt (far 

right) and six other candidates to the Sacred 

Order of Priests, at the Cathedral of the 

Incarnation in Garden City.  Despite the 

pandemic, this was the largest single 

ordination in the Diocese in over 30 years.  

John is now serving as Priest-in-Charge at St. 

Thomas, Farmingdale.    

Shelves of household items It’s not easy staying ahead of the 
many donations received to date! 
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While the Parish Hall was closed to the Congregation in 2020, Christ Church was fortunate to be 

the lucky recipient of two Eagle Scout projects.  Alex and Aidan Cantanno from Troop 690 

(Kathryn’s twins) were hard at work creating a Parish Game/Meeting Room and revamping Noah’s 

nursery.  These newly re-purposed rooms are a great addition to Parish Hall, and we look forward 

to enjoying them in the very near future!  

  

The Youth Game Room –  
Air Hockey, anyone?? 

The new Noah’s Nursery 

Warmest wishes from Christ 

Church for a very Blessed 

Christmas and a  

Happy and Healthy  

New Year! 
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From the Register (December 2019 to present) 

 

 

    

  Holy Baptism  

Lila Margaux Yako January 12, 2020 
Elliot Thomas O’Grady April 11, 2021 
Benjamin Scott Peterson April 11, 2021 
Miles Edward Garnett June 12, 2021 
Scarlett Francis Garnett June 12, 2021 
Aron Paul Christopher Carney October 23, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

Received into the Episcopal Church (at the Cathedral of the 

Incarnation) 

Andrew Michael Garnett        April 3, 2021 
 

 

 

 

Funeral, Memorial Service, or Burial of Ashes 

Richard Gilbert Hambrook December 7, 2019 
Richard H. Moyses March 12, 2020    
Lonnie Arthur Wilson June 4, 2020 
Clinton Stephen Smith April 30, 2021  
Marie-Claire Martin Du Pan Pittis June 18, 2021 
Melvin Ronald Warren August 18, 2021 
Sunny Ping Chiu August 27, 2021 
Diana Russell September 18, 2021 
Helen Joan Muhlithaler October 15, 2021 
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