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Editor’s Corner
This is the final 2016 edition of the Compass and it is my first as the editor of our parish news magazine.
You will find a variety of articles relating to our church life and highlights from the past several months,
including Father Piret’s Corner and “from the Parish Register;” Father Piret’s Installation by Bishop
Provenzano, and the beautiful All Souls’ service with Fauré’s Requiem. Our Opus 30 Organ is
celebrated in an article about Daniel Hyde’s recent recital and the Parish Life Corner mentions several
recent events that define our parish family.
Let me take this opportunity on behalf of the entire staff of our beloved church to wish you and your
loved ones a blessed Christmas Season and a very happy and healthy 2017. Comments and suggestions
as to how we can improve the Compass are very welcome!
Ton Heijmen
Editor
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The Rector’s Corner
This is the fourth issue of The Compass to which I
have contributed, but only the first since my
official institution as your Rector, which took
place on Saturday September 24. The combination
of Lent (which started three days after my first
service here last February), followed by a hectic
Easter season in Bishop Provenzano’s calendar,
then his sabbatical from June to August, meant that
almost nine months had elapsed before he was able
to come to Oyster Bay and induct me officially as
the twenty-seventh Rector of Christ Church.
Good things are worth waiting for, however, and that happy occasion was very good indeed. In
planning the service I chose an option centered on our shared Baptismal Vows, a reminder that
everything we do at Christ Church is a team enterprise. It is in no sense all about the new priest!
It’s about our shared role, as the whole body of Christ. Since I started I have enjoyed wonderful
support from our Vestry, so it was especially appropriate to be presented to the Bishop by all four
Wardens with whom I have served (Ton Heijmen and Stephanie Augustine, Laura Dougherty and
Tim Brown). Other members of the Vestry contributed to the service in various ways; Michael
Haigler and the Choir came through with specific musical pieces I had requested; Father Charlie
Colwell preached a superb sermon; and there was a great reception in the Parish Hall, masterminded
by Patti Bauerschmidt our Hospitality Chair. Siân and I will always be grateful for the love and
support we were shown on that most special day.
During the service I was presented with the Bishop’s Letter of Institution: a document prescribed
by the 1979 Book of Common Prayer, written in calligraphy, sealed with wax and handsomely
framed, investing me with the authority and responsibilities of the Rector. At the heart of the letter
is this charge: ‘Having committed yourself to this work, do not forget the trust of those who have
chosen you. Care alike for young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor. By your words, and in
your life, proclaim the Gospel. Love and serve Christ’s people. Nourish them, and strengthen
them to glorify God in this life and in the life to come.’
The letter concludes with a passage which is deeply resonant for me, as it closely echoes words in
the Scottish Ordinal, spoken by the late Bishop George Sessford when he ordained me, nearly a
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quarter of a century ago in Inverness
Cathedral: ‘May the Lord who has called you
to this work, and given you the will to
undertake it, also give you grace to perform
it.’ Please keep Siân and me in your prayers,
that divine grace will abound in the days,
months and years ahead!

Logan on the team, we look forward to your
continuing role as an Acolyte Parent!
On the evening of Wednesday November 2,
we undertook a new venture at Christ
Church, offering a Sung Eucharist for All
Souls’ Day, beautifully sung by the Choir to
the famous setting of the Requiem by Gabriel
Fauré. Often thought of as a concert piece,
the Fauré Requiem is much more than that,
and it lifted the hearts of all the worshippers
at a service where we remembered loved ones
who have died, commending them to God’s
care. Christ Church is truly blessed to have a
Conductor and Choir capable of providing
the musical ‘backbone’ of such a service –
not many parish churches could manage it so
beautifully. As soon as All Souls’ Requiem
ended, we sensed that a new tradition had
begun.

This autumn has been busy at Christ Church.
Kathryn Cantanno has been settling in
successfully as our new Director of Youth
Formation. A certified New York State
teacher, Kathryn is a Preschool Director at
Trinity Lutheran Preschool in Islip. Her
background is Roman Catholic, which has
drawn her into close involvement with a local
Scout Troop in Seaford, helping boys prepare
for the Ad Altare Dei medal. We are truly
blessed in having found such a special and
well-qualified person to lead our Sunday
School and Youth Group.

As Christmas approaches, we now look to the
coming of the Christ Child and we prepare to
celebrate his life-giving and life-changing
birth. The Word was made flesh and dwelt
among us. We have beheld his glory: glory
as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth. (John 1:14)

As we gained Kathryn, sadly we lost the
services of John Iles as Leader of the Acolyte
Guild. After four years in the role John has
found it necessary to shed some
extracurricular commitments, among them
his Acolyte Guild duties. He has served in
this ministry most faithfully, effectively, and
cheerfully. On a recent Sunday morning
during the announcements, we were able to
acknowledge John’s excellent service. The
round of applause for all he has done was
long, sustained, and heartfelt – not least from
the Acolytes present, to whom he has been an
admired mentor. John, thank you from the
bottom of our hearts – and with Reilly and

Thanks be to God!
Michael
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Father Piret’s Institution
Service
David Sarles
September 24 marked a celebration, a Renewal of Ministry
day, the institution of Michael Piret as the twenty-seventh
Rector of Christ Church. Michael had served Christ Church
since February, nigh on to eight months, and the occasion of
his institution might have been seen as after the fact.
However, it was every bit as celebratory as if it had happened
the week after his and Siân’s arrival.
Michael and Siân arrived in Oyster Bay in February and were
fully ensconced in the life of the church, and the church was
blessed with their presence going forward. Having a lapse
between arriving at Christ Church and being officially
instituted as rector turns out to have been a blessing, for, as the service drew to a close and Bishop
Provenzano presented Michael before the congregation as the new rector and Michael looked out
over the congregation, he saw not a sea of strangers but a host of familiar friends.
Bishop Provenzano led the service, and the Rev.
Dr. Charles Colwell delivered the homily,
“Wrestling with the Angel.” Other clergy present
included our former Curate, the Rev. Fred Miller;
our Rector Emeritus, the Rev. Canon Bruce
Griffith; our Priest Associate, the Rev. John
Zacker, and a gathering of other clergy, including
our neighbor up the hill, the Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Prey.
A full congregation swelled in song to “Now
Thank We All Our God” and other hymns of
thanksgiving. The Grayston Ives setting of
George Herbert’s poem “King of Glory” was the
adult choir’s anthem. Michael Piret, who infuses
poetic references in his sermons, studied and wrote
a thesis on Herbert’s poetry as a graduate student.
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Charlie Colwell’s sermon advised Michael that his ministry is a calling to serve the life of Christ
Church as well as to serve his life together with his wife Sian. Charlie called to mind this same
admonition from Bishop Paul Moore on the occasion of his own institution at St. Barnabas Church
in Irvington. This dual focus of a priest, service to church and marriage, completes the church
family. Charlie further appealed to Michael to “keep a sense of humor about the church … (for
humor is) at the very heart of God.”
Charlie suggested that humor is particularly essential in engaging in all aspects of church life, life
that at times is represented by conflicting points of view. His choice of Old Testament scripture,
Jacob’s wrestling with the angel, was not only figurative in reference but also literal in reflecting
on what transpires in the life of the church. Charlie pointed out that rector and parish often must
deal with issues where conflicts can arise. Charlie noted that Jacob’s wounded hip disabled him,
but, in the words of St. Paul, “when he is weak then he is strong.” Conflict, in other words, gives
rise to God’s power being made perfect in our weakness, as Charlie saw what St. Paul knew.
In Charlie’s own experiences as a priest he finds that
God is at work among the people served by one’s
ministry, and that ministers are graced by spending
their lives witnessing the miracles occurring in
people’s lives. He concluded in acknowledging what
a blessing it is, the relationship of priest and
congregation, going through the commitment of
church life together.
How truly blessed Christ Church is to have Michael
Piret as our rector, amidst a host of familiar friends.
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The Wardens’ Corner
Tim Brown, Jr. Warden
The clear theme of the recent 150th Annual Diocesan Convention (the
148th if you were to take “annual” literally), was justice and
reconciliation. A Commission on Racial Justice and Reconciliation has
been established to address issues of injustice and inequality and
advocate concrete and specific actions that should be taken. The bishop
has charged all parishes to periodically report on their progress and “no
one gets a pass.” Much of the first day of the convention was spent in
conversation and gathering information to start to better understand the
problem, and it closed with a presentation by the diocesan youth where
we were symbolically and literally held back by police tape. As the most
ethnically diverse diocese in the nation, we are well positioned to take a leadership role, but as the recent
presidential election has so clearly illustrated, problems and divisions run deep and it will not be easy.
It is encouraging to see the commitment to move forward and find ways to act rather than simply passing
high-minded resolutions.
Other matters addressed at the convention also related to the theme:
 There is a robust ongoing Rural Migrant Ministries program that, as the name says, ministers
to rural and migrant workers. Did you know that the exclusion of rural and farm workers from
the workplace and employment protections that other workers enjoy has its historical roots in
specific and explicit accommodations made to slave owners?
 The North Brooklyn Mobile Soup Kitchen is a mobile food truck that will soon be making the
rounds of communities in need in Brooklyn, and there are hopes to add more such trucks in the
future.
 There is an ongoing project in Astoria (Ali Fornay Center) to provide beds and resources to
help minister to the approximately 4,000 homeless youths in New York City, 40% who identify
as LGBTQ.


The process has begun to reimagine and reconstruct the Cathedral campus in Garden City
(Incarnation 2020) so it can be the true heart of the Diocese to support and facilitate our various
ministries. As a Parish we support the Diocese substantially, both monetarily with our Diocesan
tithe and with the active involvement of many of our parishioners. It is time, treasure, and talent
well spent.

Our recent presidential election has raised issues regarding sexual harassment and abuse. Like racial
justice and reconciliation, these relate to things that we may not always think much about but are
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fundamental to who we are and how we relate to each other. Within the Episcopal Church there is
already a system and program in place to address this. You may have heard about the Safe Church
program, but more likely in the context of a burdensome obligation to be endured by members of the
parish who have various leadership roles. That was certainly my feeling initially. While the program
owes its existence to insurance requirements, it was (to my surprise) a valuable and useful exercise. I
was originally annoyed that I couldn’t simply do it online, but found the interactions with other members
in the group particularly rewarding and an opportunity to share experiences and perspectives with each
other. We covered important issues about how to protect our children and ourselves and how to
recognize signs of trouble or situations that might lend themselves to inappropriate and preventable
outcomes. I encourage everyone to consider the program, and if we have sufficient interest can likely
arrange it to be presented here.

All Souls Service
On the evening of Wednesday, November 2
at 7pm, Christ Church started a new and
marvelous tradition: an All Souls Day
service. For the most part it was a regular
Rite I Eucharist, with special prayers for
those who have gone before, including
reading the names of many departed loved
ones. But the most impactful change from a
normal Sunday morning service was that the
music consisted only of the much beloved
Requiem Mass by Gabriel Fauré, in its
entirety. It was sung by the Combined Choirs
(Adult and Treble), with soloists Martha
Mihaltses and Christopher Judge, and a small
orchestra consisting of organ, harp, and flute.
It was a wonderful pleasure to conduct this
piece again, the first time at Christ Church
since we performed it on All Saints Day in
2009. I’d like to thank the choirs for their
hard work making this a reality, especially as
it was so early in the choir season, and to our
instrumentalists Jennifer Miceli (flute),

Barbara Allen (harp), and Deanna Murro
(organ), for their fine work.
But mostly, I want to thank Father Piret for
bringing the idea to us. The concept of doing
a major choral mass in the context of an
actual service is not in itself unique, but it is
something that Christ Church has not
attempted in my nearly a dozen years here.
The effect was absolutely beautiful, as the
nearly full church of congregants can attest.
For those who did not attend, look for it next
year, as I hope it will become an annual
event!
God bless,
Michael C. Haigler, Music Director
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Memorial Anniversary Organ Recital
Bob Frankum
On December 7, 1986, Dr. Gerre Hancock, Organist and Choirmaster of Saint Thomas Church
Fifth Avenue, appeared in recital to initiate the series of events at Christ Church celebrating the
installation of the new Hellmuth Wolff Opus 30 organ. Almost 30 years later, on October 22, 2016,
Daniel Hyde, the new Organist and Choirmaster of Saint Thomas Church Fifth Avenue, appeared
in recital for the memorial to Canon Robert T. Hollett, former rector of Christ Church, and in
commemoration of the organ installation. We have come full circle.
Since the early 1970s, there had been a desire to replace the
Wicks organ with an instrument more suitable to the needs of
Christ Church, in worship as well as at other musical events held
in the excellent acoustical space it offered. After previous efforts
had failed, the realization of this desire finally came to fruition
in 1986 under the leadership of Father Hollett and Thomas Lee
Bailey, Organist and Choirmaster.
Father Hollett, himself an organ aficionado player, was very
supportive of Tom, who enumerated the requirements and did the
necessary research. He found in Hellmuth Wolff, of Montreal, an
organ builder who measured up to those requirements: he could
construct an "impossible" instrument, suitable for the music of
Bach and other baroque composers, but also adaptable to later
repertory, particularly that of 19th and 20th Century French
composers. The happy result is our magnificent, highly lauded
Opus 30.
This undertaking, however, was not unfraught. Alterations in the
chancel had to be made before installation. This necessitated the use of Parish Hall for worship for
several months. When using the church building, the choir had to make do with a small organ in
the narthex or a piano in the nave. The French-speaking installers needed accommodations.
Virginia and Harry Slutter graciously opened their home to them, and, I am told, much conviviality
took place among them, Tom, and other visitors to that veritable Tower of Babel!
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The celebratory series began on December 7, 1986, with a Choral Evensong followed by the Gerre
Hancock recital. A competition had been held for a commissioned composition for choir and organ
to be performed in the Evensong. The winner was Frank Ferko, whose Phos Hilaron (O Gracious
Light) received its world premiere there. The recital ended with an improvisation by Dr. Hancock
on three themes, unknown to him before he opened sealed envelopes at the console. It was amazing!
One of the themes was a song familiar to us, "Christmas Day by the River."
The series continued with a recital by British organist Simon Preston; a Saturday choral workshop
and Sunday Evensong conducted by the late, great Sir David Willcocks; a recital by the Swiss
organist Guy Bovet; a program by the York Minster Choir on its tour of the US; a performance of
Louis Vierne's Solemn Mass for choir and two organs within the Sunday service; and a recital by
another British organist, Gillian Weir. It culminated in a recital by Tom Bailey, which included
excerpts from Il Trovatore and Der Rosenkavalier, performed by guest artists.
The close relationships among the various personnel
involved in this undertaking or other musical activities at
Christ Church are fascinating -- Daniel Hyde is a friend
and former colleague of Father Piret; he took the position
at Saint Thomas at about the same time Father Piret came
to Oyster Bay; Daniel is also a former student of Gillian
Weir, who played in the inaugural series; and, at Oxford,
Father Piret was a colleague of Laurence Dreyfus, an
international cellist, gambist and violist, who performed
at Christ Church in the 1970s, under William Toole,
Musical Director before Tom Bailey. Professor Dreyfus
will bring his celebrated viol consort, Phantasm, to
Christ Church on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for a
concert entitled “Pearls of Polyphony.”
LtoR – Michael Haigler, Daniel Hyde, Father Piret

Daniel Hyde’s superb recital gladdened and enlightened those in attendance; it was quite gratifying,
both spiritually and aesthetically. Father Hollett would have been very pleased to see the
continuation of our symbiotically intertwined religious and musical traditions!
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Diocesan Convention
Ton Heijmen, Christ Church Delegate
The 150th convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island took place
at the Melville Marriott hotel on Friday and Saturday, November 11 and
12. Christ church was well represented by Father Piret, Warden Tim
Brown and Delegate Ton Heijmen. Ton was elected as an alternate to
the next General Convention to be held in Austin, Texas in 2018.
The business of the diocese was conducted in nominating and voting on various committee
appointments, voting to make various canons gender neutral, and approving the $4.5 million Diocese
Ministry Plan. The proceedings were interspersed with several memorable liturgical “interludes” and a
well-received “State of the Diocese” address by Bishop Provenzano during Saturday’s Eucharist. Please
go to the Diocese website for a full transcript of that address (www.dioceseli.org).
The Commission on Racial Justice and Reconciliation reported its progress and next steps since
commencing its work earlier this year. Videos by the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and Bishop
Provenzano stressed the current state of injustice and the need for racial and gender equality. In a number
of round table discussions, participants to the Convention gave their input to the Commission, and in a
later report will summarize that input and recommend next steps. In our table discussion, we talked
about the enormous diversity of our Diocese (“the most diverse in the country”) and the feeling that the
current post-election racial, gender and other inequality is most likely not going to improve. Mobilizing
the congregations around our Diocese and working in our local communities was one of the
recommendations from our table discussion. We suggested that the Commission should have a program
to communicate the actions contemplated and discuss various ways for our congregations to support
their work. At the end of the convention a large contingent of Diocesan Youth brought their “chain of
oppression” onto the convention floor. The chain was made as part of a project led by the Rural Migrant
Ministries Youth Art Group.
On Saturday we celebrated a morning Eucharist, the election of members of the various committees,
various reports and approving resolutions. Unfortunately, IT issues caused quite a delay in the use of
the voting “machines”. The Convention also approved a thorough review of Clergy remuneration by
comparing our guidelines with those of other Episcopal Dioceses. The Incarnation 2020 Commission is
developing a masterplan for the optimal use of the Garden City Cathedral and Diocesan property in
conjunction with an architectural firm.
The Diocese of Long Island will celebrate its 150th anniversary in 2018 and a committee has been
appointed to start planning for this event.
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Stewardship 2017
Although November 20 was the official end
of the Stewardship Season, when all pledges
received by that date were offered as an “act
of worship,” there is still time for those who
have not yet pledged.

We are blessed with a large endowment
which we rely upon to cover more than 50%
of our operating expenses. Even with a large
endowment, however, we still need our
members to pledge generously. By being
more generous, we will have more funds
available to help others in need rather than
using so much on operating expenses. We
are a community that needs to come together
and contribute as much as we can.

Last year Christ Church parishioners pledged
a little over $231,000, whereas as of today
total pledges are about $217,000. Last year
89 pledges were received, whereas to date
only 71 pledges have been received. We still
have a ways to go to reach last year’s total.
In light of this being Michael Piret’s first year
as our Rector, we are hoping that this year’s
pledges will exceed those of last year.
If you have not yet pledged for 2017, please
do so soon. We would like to have all
pledges in by year’s end. This is particularly
important for those whose pledges are paid in
installments by credit card or direct
withdrawal from a banking account.

The Stewardship Season theme for 2017 is
“Living Generously.” Please be as generous
as you can and pledge as much as you can.
Peter B. Colgrove
Stewardship Committee Chair
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From Father Piret’s 2016
Stewardship Sermon
(October 23, 2016)
‘Give to the most high as he has given to you, and as generously as
you can afford.’
Today we start thinking about how much we will give in 2017, as we
try in the way appropriate to us, to say thank-you to God, in the year to
come. This is a time to notice what we have been given by the Lord –
then, to give back, and pass it on. Over these past eight or nine months,
I’ve spent time looking at the Canons of the Episcopal Church, that is,
our ecclesiastical laws, especially laws and regulations that apply to me as an Episcopal priest. One
of the canon laws says this: as a priest I have the duty of ensuring that ‘all persons within [my]
charge are instructed concerning Christian stewardship.’
What is Stewardship? The dictionary says Stewardship is ‘The responsible use of resources,
especially money, time, and talents, in the service of God; in particular, the organized pledging of
specific amounts of money etc., to be given regularly to the Church.’ A good definition.
Stewardship is about the whole picture of what we give to the church, including time and talents,
not money only. But today as we embark on Stewardship season, let’s focus on the particular
aspect of that definition which refers to ‘the organized pledging of specific amounts of money’ to
be ‘given regularly to the Church.’ Think of that in the context of today’s first reading: ‘Give to
the Most High as he has given to you’ (Ecclesiasticus 35:12). Let’s think about what God has given
us, the means by which he has given it, and how we all need to help as best we can, to keep moving
God’s Mission forward through Christ Church.
So first: What has God given us here at Christ Church? First and foremost, this is a place which
proclaims the Cross and Resurrection, and proclaims God’s love. That’s where any Christian
community has to start, however large or small – with Jesus the Son of God as the cornerstone and
foundation. Christ Church is a place where the Christian faith is taught, practiced, and celebrated.
Here we do that in the living tradition of the Episcopal Church. We proclaim, in essence, the faith
of the Church throughout the ages, grounded in the ancient Creeds, Scripture, celebration of the
Sacraments … but also alive to change. Inclusive, trying to steer clear of fundamentalism, bigotry
and prejudice. The Episcopal Church has a special gift in this regard, it makes me think of what
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Jesus says in Matthew 13:52, about the
‘scribe who has been trained for the Kingdom
of heaven’ - being like ‘a householder, who
brings out of his treasure what is new and
what is old.’

We have an abundance of fine buildings, a
beautiful church and Rectory, plus a home for
our Sexton who tends the grounds and premises
with loving care. We have a marvellous Parish
Hall to hold our events. Blessings in the form of
property need continual care, which isn’t cheap:
heating, lighting, the day-to-day upkeep and
maintenance surprises which are just part of life,
especially for older buildings. But even when
the expense feels heavy and burdensome: we are
so very blessed in all that God has given us.

Among the treasures God has given us in this
place, blending the old and the new, is
thoughtful liturgy and prayerful worship,
hand in hand with the fantastic musical
tradition of our Anglican heritage. Beautiful
sacred music is something we have in
abundance at Christ Church, it’s been a
feature of this place for over a hundred and
fifty years – and long may it continue. It’s
now supplemented by a lively concert
program, bringing lots of people through our
doors who might not otherwise set foot in a
church at all. About a hundred of us enjoyed
such a concert here just yesterday, in a
splendid organ recital.

We have been given much. And now: by what
means has God given us these things? The
answer to that is simple and short. We’ve
received these blessings through the pledging
and giving of people like us (past and present,
over many decades). People like us. There is no
other magical source. And yet, because we have
been the beneficiary of so much generosity from
the past, it’s a temptation to sit back and do
nothing, when deciding whether to raise our
pledge or not. Oh well, we think, there’s an
endowment – things will be taken care of.

Here at Christ Church God has also given us
an earnest commitment to providing good
Sunday School and Youth opportunities. We
have the means and the heart for genuine
practical outreach to those in need, locally
and globally, from the Daybreak elderly folks
who meet in the Hall, to the homeless and
deprived, from Huntington to Haiti. Day to
day, we are also blessed with friendly,
efficient staff in the office; conscientious
book-keeping and financial management; an
ever-improving online presence. And we
have a great ministry of fellowship and
hospitality.

Certainly we have a good endowment, a decent
endowment, praise and thanks be to God. But
we cannot rely on it as heavily as we have in
recent years. If we do, we will in time become
another one of those many churches that ‘used
to have an endowment.’ If we don’t keep
supporting the wide range of wonderful things
Christ Church does, through our own generous
giving – if we don’t keep giving in proportion to
what we have received – we will keep chipping
little bits and pieces out of endowment capital,
year after year, until eventually it is gone. That
is no doomsday scenario. It keeps happening, in
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many places, where the means for a church’s
mission has slowly ebbed away – and
congregations who have been blessed by those
who came before them find they have nothing
left to pass on to those who follow, except an
old, expensive building.
There’s one way to help keep God’s great
mission in this place moving forward. By
recognizing that it can be ensured and
developed in the present and future, only if we
ourselves buy into it. Whether your pledge for
2017 is the Biblical tithe, or something

different which you have thought and prayed
about carefully, ‘Give to the Most High as he
has given to you, as generously as you can
afford.’
Around the walls of this church are scores of
memorials to people like us, whose hearts have
been in this holy place. Many were pledgers
and benefactors: they put their money where
their hearts were. Let’s make 2017 be a year in
which we all do the same, as generously as we
can: putting our money where our hearts are.

A parishioners view . . .
An excerpt from Susan Peterson’s Stewardship talk (Sunday,
November 13, 2016)
I used to say, “I have no problem with God, it’s the institution of the
church that is the problem.” Thirty years later, I’ve reversed this mantra
- “I may always struggle with God and faith, but I love my church.”
Here are some of the benefits God provides through the institution of the
church:  Church music can bring you closer to God, both singing
hymns and hearing a choir;  The fellowship of people and forming
lifelong friendships;  The solidarity one feels when reciting prayers
with others;  Resources and help in times of need;  Being that
resource for needy people;  Solace during hard times and
companionship during lonely times;  Intellectual and moral support from the Biblical readings and
clergy sermons;  Opportunities to utilize talents and skills in service to the church (Lector, Altar
Guild, Vestry, etc.);  Pledging – feeling part of a community through mutual expectation;  Weekly
service to replenish your soul and give you the moral courage to face the week ahead;  Last but not
least, Coffee Hour! Where else can someone catch up on friends and community events, not to mention
meet new people.
My list could go on -- a place to be baptized, married and buried, etc. But let me conclude with asking
you to consider how much these benefits are worth in your life. Pledging is one way, perhaps the best
way, to bind yourself to the bountiful treasures found in church life.
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Youth Formation Corner
Kathryn Cantanno
Director of Youth Formation
Church School and Youth Group got off to a great start this Fall!
Church School has been meeting most Sundays in Parish Hall. Our
Church School children have been bringing up the gifts during the
Offertory, which is a wonderful new tradition to the 10 a.m. service.
The children have been excited to be part of the Mass and the
congregation
has
welcomed the change.
Our annual All Hallows’
Eve Celebration was
enjoyed by over 50
people on Sunday,
October 30. The Church
School children enjoyed the service as well as the
crafts and snacks afterwards! Thank you to the Youth
Group who took time to help at this event.
On Sunday, November 20, the Church School presented beautiful
crowns on the Altar that they created to celebrate Christ the King
Sunday.
Besides meeting two Sunday mornings each month, the Youth Group
members have helped with planning and working at events, and they
have assisted during Church School. Their support has been so
helpful!
On Sunday, November 6, the Youth Group took some time off from
school work and visited Pole Position Go Karting in Farmingdale. It
was a great night of fun!
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Life Enrichment Center – Day Break Program
Virginia Slutter
The Day Break program was established in 1999 and is part of the Life Enrichment Center
(formerly known as the Doubleday Babcock Senior Center) in Oyster Bay. Day Break is a daily
program for the frail elderly. Day Break meets in the Christ Church Parish Hall Monday through
Friday from 9:30 am till 3:30 pm, and also offers flexible hours to those who cannot come at the
regular time.
Day Break has bus pickup and return home for those seniors who do not or cannot have their own
transportation. The average attendance is between 15 to 18 people each day and the program
coordinator and leader is Ruth Humphries, with 3 to 4 assistants.
This adult day care program offers on a daily basis
a professional and caring staff, socialization,
recreation, and therapeutic exercise programs.
Day Break also offers music, art, and
intergenerational activities. In addition to their
varied programs the program offers nutritional
snacks as well as a daily lunch.
Social services are available including geriatric
and need assessments, benefit and entitlement
screening, telephone and visitor programs for the
homebound as well as for seniors in nursing or residential facilities.
After interviewing Silvana Gullo, the former director of the Life Enrichment Center, and obtaining
information about the Day Break program, I decided to see for myself just what Day Break actually
does. I met with Day Break’s leader Ruth Humphries and it did not take long to realize what a
special program this is and that it not only benefits the elderly participants, but also benefits the
care givers as well, giving them a little time off.
The activities include word association games, exercises, music, singalongs, card games, balloon
volleyball and many other creative activities geared for the elderly participants, and the popular
Ken and Barbie “sing with us”.
To learn more about the Day Break program contact Ruth Humphries at 516-558-7211 or call the
Life Enrichment Center at 516-922-1770.
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The Stained Glass Windows of Christ Church
The parish of Christ Church, Oyster Bay was
founded in 1705 and there have been four
different structures on the site of the present
church. The first was a chapel dependent
upon the parish of Hempstead, the Rector of
which served both congregations. The
original building was eventually found to be
too small and in 1750 a second building was
consecrated.

of Arts and Crafts and inspecting ancient
glass in many famous cathedrals. He was
especially impressed by Chartres, which was
his primary source of inspiration. On his
return to the United States he worked for
three years in the Pitcarin Studios at Bryn
Athyn, Pennsylvania. While he was there,
the Rector of Christ Church, the Rev. George
Talmadge, heard of his reputation and visited
him at the Studios.
Rev. Talmadge
recommended that he be employed to execute
the new windows for the remodeled church,
which was endorsed by the Vestry. Dr.
Talmadge and Oliver Smith met at Chartres
and studied the windows together before the

During the War of American Independence,
the Rector of Christ Church, a Tory, fled; the
church and is grounds were used by the
British forces, which occupied Oyster Bay,
for barracks and storage, and eventually the
building fell into decay through neglect and
was pulled down in 1801. However, the site
was never secularized and after the war
services were held for a time in what is now
the Rectory, until in 1844 a third church was
built. However, this structure was found
unsatisfactory and in 1878 the parish built a
fourth church, the nucleus of the present
building. It was remodeled in its present
form and dedicated on Palm Sunday 1926
when the Chancel windows had already been
completed and the remainder were in the
works.
The history of these magnificent windows is
unusual! They were designated and made by
Oliver Smith, a graduate of the Rhode Island
School of Design. After taking his degree, he
went abroad, studying at the London School
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work in Oyster Bay was begun, and the artist
was remarkably successful in reproducing the
splendid medieval colors.

the late Rector, John N Warren, as the basis
of an Essay for the Christ Church Compass in
September 1964 describing the windows.
These notes were never published, but filed
in the church archives and have been of
invaluable assistance in compiling a guide of
the windows and an audio tour.

Smith set up his workshop on the church
grounds, the site of the present parking lot,
and there designed, colored and fired the
glass, which he then assembled with strips of
lead. He made his own glass from formulae
followed by European glass makers in the
thirteenth century, and believed that he had
discovered the method by which the great
artists of the past achieved their glowing
colors.

Oliver Smith’s work was much admired by a
large public; he made the rose window in
Temple Emmanuel in New York City, and
many other windows for churches of
different denominations, including the
Princeton University Chapel. In 1947 the
Christ Church windows were cleaned and
repaired and panels of plexiglass installed on
the outside. (They have subsequently been
removed.) Seventy years later, we are
confronted with the challenge to stabilize
these magnificent and historic windows for
the next generation.

The three largest windows, in the Chancel
and Transepts, were all made in Oyster Bay;
those in the aisles and porch were completed
later in Smith’s studio in Pennsylvania by the
same process. The Christ Church windows
tell the entire story of the Old and New
Testament beginning with Adam and Eve and
Abraham’s obedience and going through the
Crucifixion and the Acts of the Apostles.
Oliver Smith’s glass artwork in even more
surprising because he worked with only his
left arm. Infantile paralysis withered his right
arm at the age of two and 15 years later it had
to be amputated.

J. S. Nickerson
(updated in 2016 by Michael Bibla)

Oliver Smith’s father, Charles Smith, edited
the Oyster Bay Enterprise Pilot at the time
when his son was working on the windows,
and published an article in the paper
describing them (8 July 1926) illustrated with
photographs which had appeared in the New
York Herald Tribune. This text was used by
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Station of the Cross?
One of our faithful weekly attenders recently raised the question of whether there would be
general interest in the possibility of Christ Church acquiring a set of ‘Stations of the Cross.’
The ‘Stations’ are traditionally comprised of 14 matching pictures or carvings arranged within
the walls of a church for devotional use during Lent and Passiontide. They depict Christ’s last
journey from his arrest to his entombment; worshippers progress from station to station,
marking and meditating on this series of incidents. Although the service is part of Lent at
Christ Church (it appears in the Episcopal Book of Occasional Services), it is not easy to hold
since we have no actual ‘stations’ on the walls. In Lent 2016 the service was managed, when
Fr Michael acquired packets of Italian devotional postcards of the ‘stations’ for participants to
look at as we walked around the aisles, pausing at intervals.
The question is: Would people like to see a set of
Stations of the Cross on the walls of Christ Church?
Some members would welcome such an addition,
provided the Stations were relatively small and of an
artistic quality equal to the beauty of our church
building. Others may feel there are enough objects
on the walls already, and that too many other
plaques would have to be repositioned for the
‘Stations’ to be added. If you have a view either
way, please tell Fr Michael or write to him! It goes
without saying that such a plan would have to be
self-funding and there would be no question of
proceeding without a broad consensus in favor.
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Parish Life Corner
St. Hilda’s Guild.

On October 13, approximately 40 women parishioners joined together with
the goal of sponsoring a variety of fundraisers serving local charities. While Christ Church already
has a most generous Outreach ministry serving larger, well deserving causes, St. Hilda’s Guild will
aim to help smaller, perhaps less recognized needs of charitable groups here in our communities.
Beyond Sunday mornings, our meeting, planning and working together for those in need is already
showing a vitality and excitement in our group that promises a most meaningful ministry and a lot
of fun, too!
Many years ago, the women of Christ Church were very active in
St. Hilda’s Guild, having the same mission we envision for our
group today. While they sewed, knitted and cooked for those in
need and also sold their gifts at the huge Annual Christ Church
Fair, we plan to have more limited fundraisers such as spaghetti
dinners, maybe a cookbook, plus Coffee Hour Bake Sales.
The first effort of this newly formed group was be a preThanksgiving Bake Sale on Sunday, November 20, to benefit the
Hood AME Zion Church in Oyster Bay: they need to procure a
new sign for their cemetery, which is not only historic and in need
of revitalization, but also in active use. The response to the bake
sale was overwhelming. The parishioners of Christ Church helped
to raise over $800.00 for this cause!

St. Nicholas Visits Christ Church!
During a surprise visit at Coffee Hour on Sunday,
December 4, St. Nicholas took a break from his busy
schedule to visit with the children and adults of Christ
Church. The Holy Man related some history of his special
feast day, and reminded the children to do good works –
especially during the Advent Season.
The children placed their shoes in St. Hilda’s Room during
his visit, and they found that St. Nicholas magically left
candies and treats in their shoes after he left.
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Oyster Festival Parking
Vikki LoRusso
This year, I was honored to take over the reins
of the Oyster Fest parking from Joanna Miller
who has run it faithfully a number of years,
but wanted to pass the torch. It is a lot of fun
and takes a lot of hands!

Siân’s expert directing of traffic was a true
boon to our efforts!
This year, we made a couple of changes. We
raised the price per car to $20 and spoke to
our Presbyterian neighbors who agreed to do
the same. We were able to raise
$6975.00. Also, after listening to input from
several members of the congregation and
recognizing this is a community event, we
decided to donate the proceeds of the Oyster
Festival parking to more local and
community needs. As the funds are given out,
these will be reported at the annual
meeting. It was great fun, and I think it's a
great way for Christ Church to be seen and
give back to our local community.

We had many volunteers including: Gail &
Pete Scaramuzzo; Joanna Miller; Wayne &
Max Marciano, Andrea Carlsen; Stephanie
Augustine and their student exchange
student, Nico; David & Evie Sarles; Jo-Ellen
& James Treiber; Janice & Lauren Swezey;
Audrey Tsoukias; Matthew Warner; Michael
& Siân Piret; Nancy Magnatta, and I.
Of course, none of it could be done without
the hard work and coordination by Hector
and his two assistants, Carlos and Hector
Jr. They really kept things flowing, and
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Haiti
As previously reported, last May 2016, two
representatives from Christ Church, Michael
Bibla of the Vestry, and Adam Kimmick, Grant
Committee Chairman, went to Haiti for the
Sunday, May 29, 2016 Service of Thanksgiving
and official Dedication of the newly constructed
Church at the Parish of St. Etienne, destroyed in
the 2010 Earthquake. At Coffee Hour on
Sunday, December 11, 2016, Mike and Adam
were joined by the Rev. Dr. Stephen Davenport,
who guided the rebuilding effort, to share their
experiences with a slide presentation. The loose
plate collection today raised $601, which will be
donated to the continuing rebuilding efforts.

Parish Outreach
On Sunday, December 4th, the Outreach Committee met to review
the requested grants for the end of 2016. The following were
approved by the Committee and Vestry:
 Grant request of $10,000 for Camp DeWolfe.
 Grant of $8,000 to El Hogar [in Honduras]. For more
information on the work of El Hogar please check their
website at http://www.elhogar.org/about/
 Grant of $2,000 to the Hispanic Cultural Center, Oyster Bay.
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Men’s Fellowship
The Men’s Fellowship provides a forum where we foster friendships, explore our spirituality and
share common experiences. Our objective is to discuss topics of concern in a relaxed, welcoming
setting. At our last meeting on December 1, we
enjoyed pizza while having a lively discussion
about racial injustice and reconciliation, as urged
by our Bishop during the recent Convention and
through his pastoral letter.
We cordially invite you to join with us and be part
of our Men’s Fellowship, and hope to see you at
our next gathering!
For more information contact Martin Evans (631742-7495 or martinevans14@msn.com)
or Michael Bibla (516-922-9556 or
MVBibla@aol.com).

Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative (HIHI)
As fall turns to winter, we at Christ Church once
again turn our attention to those who literally
need help coming out of the cold. The
Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative, (HIHI)
coordinates efforts to provide food and shelter to
those in need during the cold winter nights.
Churches around our area provide their buildings
as shelter for these men each night, and other
churches (like ours) agree to help the cause by
sending a team on certain nights to provide and
prepare an evening meal and a “take out”
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breakfast and lunch for the 10 to 30 men to enjoy the following day. Additionally, these teams set
up the sleeping quarters and provide toiletries and clean clothing for the men.
The team that we provide consists of helpers of all ages, and is broken into 4 functions:





Meal preparation from 5pm to 7pm
Accommodation set up and dinner clean up from 5pm to 8 pm
Evening supervision (7pm to 10 pm, 1 person)
Overnight supervision (10pm to 5:30am, 1 person, sleeping permitted). This person will
be accompanied by a paid, awake person provided by the Family Service League of
Huntington.

We worked our first session of the season on Sunday, December 4th, and we had a small group of
attendees, probably due to the moderately warm weather. We prepared a delicious fish dinner, along
with freshly prepared vegetables and a selection of beverages and desserts. Although our turnout
of volunteers was smaller than usual, the parishioners and friends who attended worked hard, and
really enjoyed the camaraderie and friends we made.
Our remaining sessions this winter are January 1, February 12 and March 12 (all Sundays).
This is an especially good opportunity for our teens and young adults to give back to the
community, and documentation of community service hours can be provided upon request. The 2
supervision shifts have been particularly challenging to fill – please try to lend a hand and give the
few men who have been doing these jobs some help. Our site is at the Unitarian Universalist Church
on Browns Road in Huntington.
Please let Stephanie Augustine or the parish office know which dates you can help. Hope to see
you there!
Stephanie Augustine
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From the Register
(Since January 1, 2016)
Baptisms:
Harley Ann Kathryn Cannon March 25
Mackenzie Elizabeth Lordi July 24
Bodhi Finn Stanziale
October 30
Confirmations (all on May 7):
Noah John Augustine
Griffith Stephen Evans
Logan John Iles
Brynn Elizabeth Johnson
Lauren Berkeley Swezey
Matthew Thomas Warner
Received into the Episcopal Church (all on May 7):
Constance Cincotta
Helen Crosson,
Michelle Parsinski
Audrey Tsoukias
Funerals and Memorial Services:
Carla Hubbard Weitzman
Kim Byrne
Doris Elizabeth Franey
Landon Bell (Ladd) Jeffers
Edgar Fergus Russell
Arthur Ellsworth VanNostrand

January 19
February 20
March 17
September 10
October 27
November 4

The Compass is the official Newsletter of Christ Church. Submissions may be directed to the
Editor, Ton Heijmen, by e-mail: tcmh44@hotmail.com.
Submissions from the internet will not be used if they cannot be cited or are not public domain .
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With God’s help, we strive to embody the unbounded love of
Jesus Christ. Sustained by the Holy Spirit on our journey of
faith, we offer hospitality, healing and hope.
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