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CHORAL PRELUDE AT 10:15 PM 

 
 

Away in a Manger 
Words: Traditional Music: William J. Kirkpatrick; arr. M.C. Haigler 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

 
 
 
 

Coventry Carol (Lully, lulla)          
Words: Pageant of the Shearmen and Tailors (15th cent.) Music: arr. Martin Shaw   

 
Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child, 

By by, lully lullay. 
 

O sisters too, how may we do 
For to preserve this day 

This poor youngling, for whom we do sing, 
By by, lully lullay! 

 
Herod, the king, in his raging, 

Charged he hath this day 
His men of might, in his own sight, 

All young children to slay. 
 

That woe is me, poor child for thee! 
And ever morn and day, 

For thy parting neither say nor sing 
By by, lully lullay! 
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Past Three A Clock 
Words: G. R. Woodward (1848-1934)                  Music: harm. Charles Wood (1866-1926)  

Past three a clock, and a cold frosty morning, 
Past three a clock, Good morrow Masters all! 

 

Born is a baby gentle as may be, 

son of the Eternal Father supernal. 
Past three a clock . . . 

Seraph choir singeth, angel bell ringeth, 
hark how they rhyme it, time it and 
chime it!  Past three a clock . . . 

Mid earth rejoices hearing such voices. 
ne’ertofore so well carolling nowell! 
Past three a clock . . . 
 
Thus they: I pray you, up sirs, nor stay you 
till ye confess him likewise and bless him.  
Past three a clock . . . 

 
 

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
Words: Tr. Edith Margaret Reed (1885-1933)  Music: arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 
Infant holy, Infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing, Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing, nowells ringing, tidings bringing: 

Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 
 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a Gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you! 

 
 
 
 

Ding Dong! Merrily on High 
Words: G.R.Woodward                         Music: 16th cent. French tune; harm. Charles Wood 
 

Ding dong merrily on high, 
In heaven the bells are ringing: 
Ding dong! verily the sky 
Is riven with angel singing. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

E’en so here below, below, 
Let steeple bells be swungen, 
And “Io, io, io!” 
By priest and people sungen. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Pray you, dutifully prime 
Your matin chime, ye ringers; 
May you beautifully rime 
Your evetime song, ye singers. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 
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HOLY EUCHARIST FOR THE NATIVITY OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

10:30 PM 
 

Instrumental Prelude                     “Arioso” from Cantata 156     J. S Bach (1685-1750) 
                 Christmas Carols for Cello and Piano 
  Grace Hsu, cello  Arielle Levioff, piano 
 
 
Hymn in Procession 83 Sung by All       “O come, all ye faithful”     Adeste fidelis 
 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2. God from God, Light from Light eternal, 
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
only begotten Son of the Father; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above 
glory to God, glory in the highest; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

4. See how the shepherds summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

5. Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger, 
we would embrace thee, with love and awe; 
who would not love thee, loving us so dearly? 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given;  
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

The people remain standing 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Hymn of Praise 96 Sung by All “Angels we have heard on high”         Gloria 
  (vs. 1 & 3 only) 

1. Angels we have heard on high, 
singing sweetly through the night, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their brave delight. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

3.  Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the new born King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant  Let us pray. 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known 
the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives 
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
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A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews (1:1-4) 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection 
of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he 
had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior 
to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 98    Said by all 

1    Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

2    With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

3    The Lord has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4    He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5    Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6    Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

7    With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

8    Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9    Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10   In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 

 
 
 

The people stand to sing: 

Sequence - Hymnal 94  Sung by All      “While shepherds watched their flocks by night” Winchester Old 

1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night,  
All seated on the ground,  
the angel of the Lord came down,  
and glory shone around. 

2. “Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread  
had seized their troubled mind;  
“Glad tidings of great joy I bring  
to you and all man-kind. 

3. “To you, in David’s town this day  
is born of David’s line  
the Savior, who is Christ the Lord;  
and this shall be the sign; 

4. “The heavenly Babe you there shall find  
to human view displayed,  
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands,  
and in a manger laid.” 

5. Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith  
appeared a shining throng  
of angels praising God, who thus  
addressed their joyful song: 

6. “All glory be to God on high  
and on the earth be peace; 
good will henceforth from heaven to men  
begin and never cease.” 
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Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (2:1-14)   
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 

(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 

city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being 

great with child.  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 

there was no room for them in the inn.  And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings 

of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 

the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Sermon    Father Michael Piret 

 
The Nicene Creed     The people stand 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

    and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Intercessor Let us pray for the church and for the world, and let us thank God for his goodness.  
  Father, in this holy night your Son our Savior was born in human form.  
People  Renew your people the church, as the body of Christ.  

Intercessor In this holy night, Christians throughout the world are celebrating his birth.  
People  Open our hearts, that he may be born in us today.  

Intercessor In this holy night, there was no room for your Son in the inn.  
People  Protect with your love those who have no home and all who live in poverty.  

Intercessor  In this holy night, Mary in the pain of labor brought your Son to birth.  
People  May we hold in our hearts all who suffer, in body, mind or spirit.  

Intercessor  In this holy night, shepherds in the field heard tidings of great joy.  
People  Give us grace to preach and live the Good News of Christ.  

Intercessor  In this holy night the angels sang, ‘Peace on earth, good will towards men.’   
People  Strengthen those who work for peace, justice and reconciliation throughout the world.  

Intercessor  In this holy night, strangers sought the Holy Family, and found the babe lying in a manger.  
People  Bless our homes and all whom we love.  

Intercessor  In this holy night, heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven.  
People  Hold in your care our departed, who have gone through the deep waters of death.  
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  

 

The Peace -  exchanged without physical contact 

   

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Offertory Anthem Who Comes?   Sung by the Choir 
Words: Brian Wren (b. 1936) Music: Leo Nester (b. 1948) 

Grace Hsu, cello    Arielle Levioff, piano 

Who comes? A child, delivered on a stable floor. 
His mewing, newborn cry is all that God can say of hunger, thirst and aching need where Jesus lives today. 
Come, singing fire of truth, compassion, right, and scorch our hardened apathy till love is new and bright. 

Who comes? A Jew declaiming from a prophet’s scroll. 
His messianic cry is all that God can say of freedom, health, and saving hope where Jesus lives today. 

Come, singing breeze from worlds already, new.  Blow in and out of weary minds till faith is singing too. 

Who comes? A man, in dying moments on a cross. 
His God-forsaken cry is all that God can say of searching, scarred, redeeming love where Jesus lives today. 

Come, singing light from new creation’s dawn, where trees of healing deck the streets and joy is newly born. 
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Great Thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer A -- BCP p. 361 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power 
of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered 
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
 
Sanctus S 129     Sung by All Robert Powell (b. 1932) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.   

The people may kneel or stand. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the 
cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.”  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  Therefore we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  Recalling his 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people 
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with 
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
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Celebrant & People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.  Amen.                                                   

  

 

The Breaking of the Bread     

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Fraction Anthem  Sung by All                      Adeste fideles refrain 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 
 
 
 
 

 

The Invitation to Communion follows:  Baptized Christians of any denomination are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion in the Episcopal Church.    

• Please wait to be directed forward for Communion by the Usher.   

• Keep your mask in place until after you have been given the Sacrament.  It will be placed on your 
open palm.   

• When the Sacrament is in your hand, move a short distance (6 feet or so) to the side. 

• There, briefly raise or lower your mask to put the Sacrament in your mouth. 

• Finally, put your mask fully back in place before returning to your seat via an outside aisle.  
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Communion Meditation Angels’ Carol Words and Music: John Rutter (b. 1945) 
Soloists:  Elisa Dragotto and Marla Peltzer 

 
Have you heard the sound of the angel voices  
ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear? 
Have you seen the star shining out so brightly, 
as a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here? 
Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven 
to the humble shepherds who have waited long? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels sing their joyful song. 
 

He is come in peace in the winter’s stillness 
like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night. 
He is come in joy, like the sun at morning... 
filling all the world with radiance and with light. 
He is come in love as the child of Mary. 
In a simple stable; we have seen his birth. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels singing: ‘Peace on earth’. 
 

He will bring new light to a world in darkness, 
like a bright star shining in the skies above. 
He will bring new hope to the waiting nations. 
When he comes to reign in purity and love. 
Let the earth rejoice at the Savior’s coming. 
Let the heavens answer with the joyful morn: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels singing, Christ is born! 

 
 
 
The People may kneel. 
Communion Hymn 111  Sung by All        “Silent night, holy night”                  Stille Nacht 

1. Silent night, holy night,  
 all is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child.  
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace.  

  2. Silent night, holy night,  
 shepherds quake at the sight, 
 glories stream from heaven afar,  
    heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
 Christ, the Savior, is born!  

3. Silent night, holy night, 
  Son of God, love’s pure light 
  radiant, beams from thy holy face, 
  with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
 
The Christmas Blessing 

Celebrant    May Almighty God, who sent his son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, 
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.  Amen. 

  May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth,  
  fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.  Amen. 

 May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you  
 his peace and favor.  Amen. 

 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever.  Amen. 
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The people stand. 
Dismissal Hymn 100   Sung by All             “Joy to the world” Antioch 

1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  
 let earth receive her King;  
 let every heart prepare him room,  
 and heaven and nature sing. 
 

2. Joy to the world! The Savior reigns;  
 let us our songs employ,  
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,  
 repeat the sounding joy. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  
the glories of his righteousness,  
and wonders of his love. 

 
Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
Organ Voluntary   Placara Christe servulis   Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 

(from Le Tombeau de Titelouze, Op. 38) 
 
 

 

 

 

ASSISTING AT THE SERVICE THIS EVENING: 

Lector Patti Bauerschmidt  
Intercessor Susan Peterson-Neuhaus 

Ushers Joe Barry, Fred Bauerschmidt, Ann Miles, Peter Colgrove 
Altar Guild Lynn Warner, Evie Sarles 

 
A very special thanks to our guest instrumentalists this evening: 

Grace Hsu, cello; Arielle Levioff, piano      
  

 
 

First Sunday After Christmas 
Sunday, December 26, 2021 

10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

 
 

The Clergy, Staff and Vestry of Christ Church would like to thank all of our volunteers, Choir 
members, and those who have assisted with our services throughout the year.  

 

We wish you all a very blessed Christmas and a happy 
and peaceful New Year! 
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Christ Church 
A place of faith, hope, and uplifting worship,  

sharing Christ’s love and making a difference in the world. 

Sunday Worship: 8:00 am Said Eucharist Rite I   &   10:00 am Choral Eucharist Rite II 
Church School classes: Sundays, Sept. through June; classes begin at 10:00 a.m. in Parish Hall 

 

55 East Main Street ~ Oyster Bay, NY 11771 
Phone: (516) 922-6377 ~ Fax: (516) 922-0802 

Father Piret cell: (516) 815-6471  

E-mail: office@christchurchoysterbay.org         Website: www.christchurchoysterbay.org 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., closed Mondays. 

RECTOR 
The Rev. Dr. Michael Piret, ext. 102, rector@christchurchoysterbay.org 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE & MINISTRY STAFF 

Peggy Heijmen, Parish Administrator, ext. 101, office@christchurchoysterbay.org  
Michael C. Haigler, AAGO, Music Director, ext. 112, music@christchurchoysterbay.org 

Mary Sadler, Financial Administrator, ext. 103, finance@christchurchoysterbay.org  
Kathryn Cantanno, Director of Youth Formation, kcantanno@optonline.net 

Hector Henriquez, Sexton 
  Eric Bergman, Verger 

 
VESTRY 

Peter Colgrove, Warden    Connie Cincotta, Warden 
Fred Bauerschmidt    Andrew Mericle     Audrey Tsoukias 

Michael Bibla     Sonja Lake   Suzanne Siple 
Ron Hlinka   Evelina Sarles   Carrie Schmermund 

Eric Bergman, Clerk    Laura K. V. Dougherty, Treasurer 
 

HONORARY CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Charles R. Colwell 

The Rev. John G. W. Zacker, M. Div. 
 

EMERITUS RECTORS 
The Rev. Canon Bruce D. Griffith  
The Rev. Dr. Peter F. Casparian  
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