
December 25, 2022  
Family Worship at Home 

Love’s Perfect Timing at Christmas 
 
A tradition at Valor Church has been that once a year, we encourage families to gather in their homes on the 
Sunday after Christmas (or the Sunday of Christmas in this case) and enjoy worship together as a family. Below 
is a guide and devotional you can use in your family worship time. If you have younger children in your family, 
some ideas catered to them are in italics. 
 
Choose 2-3 songs you can sing together as you gather as a family. Some ideas are listed below or choose some 
of your family’s favorites. Many of these songs have nice versions you can play from the internet. The first 
verses are the most widely known, but if you continue singing the other verses, they tell the story of Jesus and 
why He came. 

v “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
v “Joy to the World, The Lord is Come!” 

v “Away in a Manger” 
v “Jesus Loves Me” 

Sing “Silent Night”, especially paying attention to the third verse’s lyrics:  
“Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God love’s pure light  
Radiant beans from Thy holy face 
With the Dawn of redeeming grace  
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth 
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.” 

Listen to “Miracle of Love” by Chris Tomlin together using the QR code.  

Share in a time of prayer together thanking God for Who He is and that He sent Jesus for you. Thank Him for 
this moment in time He has granted your family together. Ask Him to help you understand and apply His Word 
tonight as you continue through this family worship time. Encourage your children to pray and thank God for 
each member of their family and for Jesus. 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Keep your Bibles open and available to look up upcoming Scripture verses in the Devotional. 
 
Reflect on a Devotional 
These	past	weeks	at	Valor	Church,	we	have	been	studying	how	the	Birth	of	Jesus	brought	and	gives	Peace,	
Hope,	and	Joy.	This	week,	on	Christmas	Day,	surrounded	by	those	we	love	the	most,	we	are	going	to	look	at	
how	God	shows	His	Heart	of	Love	to	us	at	Christmas.	
	

Admittedly,	when	thinking	of	words	that	describe	Christmas,	“love”	isn’t	one	that	comes	to	mind	first.	Words	
like	“light”,	“Savior”,	“giving”,	“humility”,	and	the	previously	mentioned	“peace”,	“hope”,	and	“joy”	are	usually	
what	I	think	of.	But,	what	would	these	things	be	without	love?	1	Corinthians	13:1	says	that	if	we	don’t	have	
love,	we	are	like	a	noisy	gong	or	clanging	cymbal.	Kind	of	like	that	Little	Drummer	Boy	maybe??		
	

God’s	love	for	us	is	at	the	base,	at	the	root,	of	everything.	Without	His	love,	there	would	be	none	of	that	other	
good	stuff.	There	would	be	no	Christmas.	
	

John	3:16	is	a	familiar	verse	that	pretty	much	sums	it	up.	“For	God	so	loved	the	world,	that	He	gave	His	only	
Son,	that	whoever	believes	in	Him	should	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.”	We	were	in	the	muck	and	stuck	in	
our	sin.	Dirty,	yet	hopeful,	waiting	for	God	to	set	us	free.	“God	demonstrated	His	love	for	us	that	while	we	
were	still	sinners,	Christ	died	for	us.”	(Romans	5:8).	Before	He	could	die	for	us,	He	had	to	come	as	a	baby,	the	
Baby	we	celebrate	at	Christmas.	
	

I	am	a	gift	giver.	It’s	one	of	the	ways	I	show	my	love	to	others.	It’s	much	more	than	the	actual	giving	of	the	gift	
to	me.	It’s	thinking	about	the	person,	considering	what	they	might	need	or	like,	searching	for	just	the	right	
thing,	and	finding	the	perfect	time	to	give	them	the	gift.	
	



When	God	gave	his	perfect	Gift	of	Love	wrapped	in	swaddling	clothes,	He	did	it	at	just	the	perfect	time.	
Sometimes	timing	is	everything,	isn’t	it?	The	Bible	describes	it	in	Galatians	4	as	the	“fullness	of	time”.	When	
God	had	everything	in	place	and	ready,	He	sent	Jesus.	In	the	telling	of	Jesus’	birth	in	Luke	2,	it	says	“when	the	
time	had	come	that	she	[Mary]	should	deliver,	she	brought	forth	her	first-born	son.”	Another	version	says	
“when	the	time	was	accomplished”.	We	all	like	accomplishing	things.	It	means	that	the	task	is	complete.	
Mary’s	pregnancy	was	complete,	but,	even	more,	the	time	of	waiting	for	a	Savior	was	complete.	The	fullness	
of	time	was	here.	Jesus,	the	Savior	of	the	World,	the	Love	of	God	in	the	face	of	a	baby,	is	come.	
	

Today	is	Christmas	Day.	The	time,	the	day,	of	anticipation	is	here.	Be	reminded	today	of	the	Love	God	gave	for	
you.	Indeed,	Jesus	came	for	the	world’s	sin	problem,	but	in	that	and	pointedly,	He	came	for	you	and	your	sin	
problem.	God	showed	His	love	to	you	the	day	of	Jesus’	birth.	
	

If	you	fast	forward	several	years,	time	is	again	mentioned.	The	night	Jesus	was	praying	in	the	Garden	and	He	
knew	the	time	of	His	ultimate	purpose	and	full	display	of	love	through	the	sacrifice	of	His	life	for	our	sin	was	
quickly	approaching,	prayed,	“the	time	is	come.”		The	time	is	come	for	the	redemption	of	sin.	The	time	is	come	
for	His	love	to	be	outpoured.	
	

Today,	the	time	is	come	for	you.	Christmas	is	not	complete	without	love…and	Christmas	isn’t	complete	
without	accepting	God’s	love	for	you.	God	gave	you	His	Heart	the	first	Christmas.	Will	you	give	Him	your	heart	
this	Christmas?	Will	you	share	the	love	of	God,	the	heart	of	Christmas,	with	those	in	desperate	need	searching	
for	wholeness	and	completeness?	“…Now	is	the	day	of	salvation.”	(2	Corinthians	6:2b)	The	time	is	come.			
	

One	day,	there	will	be	no	more	time.	In	God’s	perfect	timing	and	love,	the	world	as	we	know	it	will	be	no	
more,	be	that	in	death	or	in	Jesus’	return.	Now	is	the	time	to	share	God’s	love.	Now	is	the	time	to	accept	God’s	
give	of	love	in	Jesus.	Now	is	the	time	to	fully	follow	God	and	experience	the	abundance	of	life.	
	

As	we	enter	the	new	year	and	consider	the	time	gone	by	of	this	year	and	the	time	to	come	of	the	next,	let’s	
remember	to	fully	live	in	the	love	God	has	given	us	and	readily	share	that	love	with	so	many	who	need	to	
know	the	Face	of	Love,	Jesus.	
 
Watch a Video 
If you have access to Right Now Media (your small group leader might have access they could  
share), “What’s in the Bible: God’s Perfect Timing” will help both children and adults  
understand why it was the perfect time (the fullness of time) for Jesus to be born.  
 
Discuss these questions as a family 

v What words come to your mind when you think about Christmas? 
v Why is love so fundamentally at the root of Christmas? 
v When have you given a thoughtful gift? How is that similar and different than God’s gift to us in Jesus? 
v What does the Bible mean when it says “fullness of time”? 
v Describe a time in your life when God showed up at just the right time for you or someone you know. 
v Who do you need to share God’s love with? Who in your life needs to know about Jesus? 
v Have you given your heart to Jesus? 

 
Pray together. Consider asking each member of your family to say a short prayer, even and especially the kids. 
Thank God for His Love and for His ultimate knowing (sovereignty) of when the perfect time was to send Jesus 
as a baby. Ask God to help you recognize, remember, and store up His love for you by giving His Son. Ask 
Him to help you to share this love with others around you. Praise God and thank Him for sending Jesus even 
when we were lost, dirty, and dead in our sin. Close in telling God how much you love Him. 
 
Sing a closing song together such as “Miracle of Love” again and/or the last verse of “In the Bleak Midwinter” 

“What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give Him; give my heart.” 


