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Christmas Happenings 
 

Deck the Halls 

(Decorating the Church for Christmas)  

December 1, 4:30 pm 
 

Ladies Night Out 

(Dinner at La Mesa in Lansing for all the Ladies) 

December 2, 6:00 pm 
 

Cookies with Santa 

(Children’s outreach event - 2 Sessions) 

December 4, 2:00 pm or 3:00 pm 
 

Special Christmas Study 

December 8, 6:00 pm 
 

Choir Christmas Cantata & Children’s Christmas Program 

December 12, 10:30 am 
 

Christmas Caroling 

(Come for dinner, then Christmas Caroling around town) 

December 15, 5:15 pm (Dinner) 

6:00 pm (Caroling) 

Sign up at Welcome Center 
 

Christmas Eve Service 

December 24, 6:00 pm 

Special Christmas Addition 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  

from the Staff of First Baptist Church! 



“Ladies Night Out” 
 

 The AB Women are hosting a “Ladies Night Out” December 2, 6:00 p.m. at La 

Mesa Restaurant in Lansing. Join us in their banquet room for a joy filled evening of fel-

lowship, food and faith. The evening promises to be just the thing you need to spice up 

an otherwise dull Thursday evening. We ask everyone to bring a wrapped Christmas 

ornament not to exceed $5 (or it can be homemade) for a fun gift exchange. We will also 

have a “Mini Project”. We will be collecting caps for the Homeless Shelter. A sign up 

sheet is available at the Welcome Center.  
 

Special Morning Bible Hour  
 

Our American Baptist Women for many years have sponsored 

the “Morning Bible Hour Circle”. For the last 26 years Virgil and 

Harriet Jones have led this circle. In honor of Virgil’s leadership 

our December meeting is dedicated to his memory. The meeting will begin with a shared 

dish brunch followed by time to reflect and share how Virgil has blessed our church and 

lives in so many ways. The meeting will conclude with a brief Bible study illustrating how 

one life lived with Christ is a blessing to many. Our Morning Bible Hour meets December 

1, at 9:00 am, in the West Fellowship Hall. Please sign the sign-up sheet at the Wel-

come Center, to let us know how many plan to attend and what dish you would like to 

bring. 
 

“Deck The Halls” 
  

This Wednesday, December 1st we will be doing things a little different 

than usual. Beginning at 4:30 pm you are invited to come and help “Deck 

the Hall” (decorate the church) for Christmas. If you are unable to come at 

4:30 pm, feel free to arrive whenever you can. The plan is to decorate for 

awhile and then take a pizza dinner break and then go back to decorating. 

If you plan on attending please sign up on the tear off sheet where you 

normally sign up for Wednesday Night Dinner.   

Thank you to those who participated in Operation Christ-

mas Child. We donated 53 shoeboxes because of your 

generous spirit of giving. It was such a pleasure to gather 

all our boxes and deliver them to the drop off center last 

Sunday. Thank you again for being the hands and feet of 

Jesus!              - Lisa Terrill, OCC Coordinator 
 

Quarterly  Business Meeting  

December 19, 2021, 6:00 pm 



Birthdays 

2 Carol Mustain 

3 Richard Cecil 

 Rhonda Spencer 

5 Sharon Ketchum 

8 Bernard Oots 

 Ethel Brown 

14 Linda Smith 

15 Clarinda Creighton 

 Lakyn Henning 

16 Ron Cuny 

21  Cari Clay 

23 John Brennaman 

27 Jason Hawkins, Jr. 

  

Anniversaries  

1 M/M David Van Parys 

7 M/M Jerry Means 

 M/M John Brennaman 

15 M/M Danny Whisler 

18 M/M Mike Hill 

27 M/M Darryl Glass 

Dear Friends, 
 
 In this season of Thanksgiving, we have so much to be thankful for! We have arrived 
safely in Tijuana, have found a temporary home, and we are now beginning a new chapter of 
our ministry together. We will be working with the migrants and Deborah House at the Tijuana 
Border, in Baja California, Mexico. So much has changed since we were here before. But we 
know that God will make known to us the path that He wants us to follow in the year ahead. 
  We are especially thankful for all of you! We thank you all for supporting us throughout 
the many different phases of our mission and ministry. There are almost too many to mention, 
but we will try. THANK YOU to our wonderful church friends in Kansas, who gave us a place to 
live and a spiritual home over the past year; THANK YOU to all the churches in the United States 
that hosted us and gave us the opportunity to share our ministry, whether it was at church 
meetings, regional meetings, or via Zoom. THANK YOU to all our continuing donors and THANK 
YOU to all our new donors. YOU are the people who allow us to do the ministry God has called 
us to at Deborah House and with the migrants. 
 We wish for every one of you a year filled with blessings and that God will take care of all 
your needs as you have so graciously taken care of us over the past years. We pray that God will 
bless you all as you have blessed us. We literally could not do our work without you! And we look  
forward to all that God has in store for us in 2022 as we resume our work in Tijuana. As the 
Apostle Paul says: “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). My friends, we REJOICE in you, we 
PRAY for you, and we GIVE THANKS for you! We rejoice, for the joy of the Lord is our strength, 
whatever our circumstances may be. We pray, because prayer is what keeps us connected with 
each other and with God, who is the source of our joy. And we give thanks and acknowledge 
that everything we have and everything we do is because of God. 
 We are looking forward to a challenging and exciting time here in Tijuana.  
Please continue to hold us in prayer, and we will continue to offer joyful prayers for  
you, our brothers and sisters in Christ and our partners in mission. God bless you all! 
        
Deliris & Moise 

December Birthdays  

and Anniversaries 



Secret Sister  
Gift Exchange  

 

How it works:  

1. Sign up at the Welcome center. 

2. Fill out form (form will be at the Welcome Cen-

ter) and turn it into the church office. 

3. Once names and forms have been received we 

will pick a name and give you a form with that 

person’s information,. 

4. After reviewing the form that you receive, you 

will be on the lookout for items that your secret 

sister might enjoy.  

5. Mail your surprise to your secret sister or leave it in the foyer at the church. Making 

sure that you do not reveal who you are, but that you are trying to brighten their 

day.  

6. You should try and find something for your secret sister at least once a month to 

encourage them or let them know that you are thinking about them.  

7. We will do this for several months and then in June we will have a reveal party, 

giving you the opportunity to reveal who you are.  

 

*This is meant to encourage and show the ladies of our church that they are special, that some-

one is thinking about them and praying for them. Please consider joining us for this fun and 

encouraging project.  

Annual  

Reports  

Due  

January 31, 2022 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
9 am - Morning Bible Hour  
4:30 pm - Decorating the 
Church for Christmas - Pizza to 
follow 
6 pm - Kids Club 

2 
5:30 pm - Jones Visita-
tion 
6 pm - “Ladies Night 
Out” @ La Mesa 
7:30 pm - Jones Memori-
al Service 

3 
 
9 am - White Cross 
Women’s Sewing  
Circle 
6:30 pm - Youth Group 
 

4 
 
2 pm - “Cookies with San-
ta” - Session 1 
3 pm - “Cookies with San-
ta” - Session 2 
 

5 Communion  
 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship 
3 pm - Children’s Program Practice 
4 pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal 
5:30 pm - Worship 
 

6 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
6 pm - Pickleball 

7 
 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 
6 pm - Deacons & Deacon-
ess Mtg. 
 

8 
 
5:15 pm - Wednesday Evening 
Meal 
6:00 pm - Christmas Bible 
Study 
6:00 pm - Kids Club 
7 pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal 

9 
 
5 pm - Evangelism Team 
Mtg. 
6:00 pm - Finance Com-
mittee Mtg. 
7 pm - Pickleball 

10 
 
9 am - White Cross 
Women’s Sewing  
Circle 
6:30 pm - Youth Group 
 
 

11 
 
 

12   
 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship - 
Christmas Cantata, Children’s Pro-
gram 
6 pm - Worship 
 

13 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
6 pm - Pickleball 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 
 
 

15 
 
5:15 pm - Wednesday Evening 
Meal 
6 pm - Christmas Caroling  
 

16 
 
7 pm - Pickleball 
 
 

17 
 
6:30 pm - Youth Group 

18 
 
 

19 
 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship  
11:45 pm - Secret Sister Name 
Drawing 
6 pm - Quarterly Business Mtg. 

20 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
6 pm - Pickleball 
 

21 
 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 
 
 

22 
 
 No Evening Services 
 

23 
 
7 pm - Pickleball 

24 
 
6 pm - Christmas Eve 
Service  
 
 
Church Office Closed  
 

25 
 

Merry  

Christmas! 
 
 

26 
 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship  
6 pm - Worship 
 
 
 

27 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
6 pm - Pickleball 
 

28 
 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 

29 
 
No Evening Services 

30 
 
7 pm - Pickleball 

31 
 
Church Closed 

 

December 2021 



Christmas Adventure With Grandma 
 I remember my first Christmas adventure with Grandma. 
I was just a kid. I remember tearing across town on my bike to 
visit her on the day my big sister dropped the bomb: 

"There is no Santa Claus," she jeered. "Even dummies 
know that!" 

 My Grandma was not the gushy kind, never had been. I 
fled to her that day because I knew she would be straight with 
me. I knew Grandma always told the truth, and I knew that the 
truth always went down a whole lot easier when swallowed with 
one of her world-famous cinnamon buns. I knew they were 
world-famous, because Grandma said so. It had to be true.  
 Grandma was home, and the buns were still warm. Between bites, I told her eve-
rything. She was ready for me. "No Santa Claus!" she snorted. "Ridiculous! Don't believe 
it. That rumor has been going around for years, and it makes me mad, plain mad. Now, 
put on your coat, and let's go." "Go? Go where, Grandma?" I asked. I hadn't even fin-
ished my second world-famous, cinnamon bun.  
 "Where" turned out to be Kerby's General Store, the one store in town that had a 
little bit of just about everything. As we walked through its doors, Grandma handed me 
ten dollars. That was a bundle in those days. "Take this money," she said, "and buy 
something for someone who needs it. I'll wait for you in the car." Then she turned and 
walked out of Kerby's. 
 I was only eight years old. I'd often gone shopping with my mother, but never 
had I shopped for anything all by myself. The store seemed big and crowded, full of 
people scrambling to finish their Christmas shopping. For a few moments I just stood 
there, confused, clutching that ten dollar bill, wondering what to buy, and who on earth 
to buy it for.  
 I thought of everybody I knew: my family, my friends, my neighbors, the kids at 
school, the people who went to my church. I was just about thought out, when I sud-
denly thought of Bobby Decker. He was a kid with bad breath and messy hair, and he 
sat right behind me in Mrs. Pollock's grade-two class. Bobby Decker didn't have a coat. I 
knew that because he never went out for recess during the winter. His mother always 
wrote a note, telling the teacher that he had a cough, but all we kids knew that Bobby 
Decker didn't have a cough, and he didn't have a coat. 
I fingered the ten dollar bill with growing excitement. I would buy Bobby Decker a coat! 
I settled on a red corduroy one that had a hood to it. It looked real warm, and he would 
like that.  "Is this a Christmas present for someone?" the lady behind the counter asked 
kindly, as I laid my ten dollars down. "Yes," I relied shyly. "It's .... for Bobby." The nice 
lady smiled at me. I didn't get any change, but she put the coat in a bag and wished me 
a Merry Christmas. 

 That evening, Grandma helped me wrap the coat in Christmas paper and ribbons 
(a little tag fell out of the coat, and Grandma tucked it in her Bible) and wrote: "To Bob-
by, From Santa Claus" on it -- Grandma said that Santa always insisted on secrecy.  
 Then she drove me over to Bobby Decker's house, explaining as we went that I 
was now and forever officially one of Santa's helpers. Grandma parked down the street 
from Bobby's house, and she and I crept noiselessly and hid in the bushes by his front 
walk. Then Grandma gave me a nudge. "All right, Santa Claus," she whispered, "get go-
ing." I took a deep breath, dashed for his front door, threw the present down on his 
step, pounded his doorbell and flew back to the safety of the bushes and Grandma. To-
gether we waited breathlessly in the darkness for the front door to open. Finally it did, 
and there stood Bobby. 
 Fifty years haven't dimmed the thrill of those moments spent shivering, beside 
my Grandma, in Bobby Decker's bushes. That night, I realized that those awful rumors 
about Santa Claus were just what Grandma said they were: ridiculous. Santa was alive 
and well, and we were on his team. I still have the Bible, with the tag tucked inside: 
$19.95. 
               ~Anonymous   

A Candymaker’s Witness 
  

 A candymaker in Indiana wanted to make a candy that would be a witness, so he 
made the Christmas Candy Cane. He incorporated several symbols for the birth, ministry, 
and death of Jesus Christ. 
 He began with a stick of pure white, hard candy. White symbolized the Virgin 
Birth and the sinless nature of Jesus. The hardness of the candy symbolized the Solid 
Rock, the Foundation of the Church that Jesus is, and the firmness of the promise of 
God. 
 The candymaker made the candy in the form of a “J” to represent the precious 
name of Jesus, the earthly name of God the Son who became a man to be our Savior. It 
also represents the shepherd staff of a shepherd, for Jesus is our “Good Shepherd” and 
He reaches into the ditches and rocks to lift out the fallen lambs who, like sheep, have 
gone astray. 
 Thinking that the candy was too plain, the candymaker stained it with red stripes. 
He used three small stripes to show the stripes of the scourging Jesus received, the 
stripes by which we are healed. The large red strip is for the 
blood shed by Christ Jesus on the cross so that we could have 
the promise of forgiveness of sin and receive eternal life. 
 Unfortunately, the candy became known as the Candy 
Cane--a meaningless decoration seen at Christmas time. But 
the meaning is still there for those who “have eyes to see and 
ears to hear”. 


