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The Old Testament prophets foretold the miraculous changes that would come to the world when 
the Messiah will establish and rule over the Messianic Kingdom.  A comparison of Jesus’ miracles 
with these prophecies indicates that Jesus performed His miracles to demonstrate He is the 
Messiah (Christ), the One who has the power to produce the miraculous changes of the 
Messianic Kingdom.  
 
 
The prophets foretold that the Messianic Kingdom would be marked by: 
 

1.  Beneficial changes in the earth’s climate and natural elements (Isa. 30:23-26; 
Ezek. 47:1-12; Joel 2:21-26; Zech. 14:8). Jesus demonstrated His power to control the earth’s 
climate and natural elements by walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee and by stilling two 
storms (Matt. 14:24-33; Mk. 4:35-41).   

2.  Growth and fruitage of trees (Isa. 41:17-20; Ezek. 36:8-11, 29-30; 47:6-7, 12; Joel 
2:21-26).  Jesus evidenced His power to control the growth and fruitage of trees by cursing a fig 
tree and causing it to wither immediately (Matt. 21:18-20).   

3.  Great productivity of animals, including a huge multitude of fish (Jer. 31:10-12; 
Ezek. 36:11; 47:8-10).  Twice Jesus miraculously produced a huge draught of fish for His 
disciples after they had fished all night without catching any (Lk. 5:1-11; Jn. 21:1-12).  

4.  A superabundant supply of food (Ps. 72:16; Isa. 30:23-24; Jer. 31:10-14; Ezek. 
34:25-30; 36:29-30; Joel 2:21-26; Zech. 8:11-12).  Jesus exhibited His power to produce this 
superabundant supply of food by expanding five loaves of bread and two fish into more than 
enough food to feed five thousand men (Jn. 6:5-14) and on another occasion seven loaves and 
several small fish into more than was needed to feed four thousand men (Mk. 8:1-9).   

5.  Abundance of wine (Jer. 31:10-12; Joel 2:21-26; Amos 9:13; Zech. 8:11-12).  Jesus 
displayed His ability to produce the wine of the Messianic Kingdom when He turned water into 
wine (Jn. 2:1-11).   

6.  Great changes in the animal world (Isa. 11:6-9; 65:25).  Twice Jesus perform the 
miracle of the draught of fishes (Lk. 5:1-11; Jn. 21:1-12); He cast demons into swine (Mk. 5:1-20), 
and He caused a fish with a coin in its mouth to come to Peter at the right time to be caught (Mt. 
17:24-27).   

7.  Freedom from ordinary hazards (Isa. 11:8-9; 65:23-25; Ezek. 34:25-29).  Jesus 
manifested His power to accomplish this freedom from hazards by stilling two storms, thereby 
saving His disciples (Mt. 14:24-33; Mk. 4:35-41).   

8.  The healing of physical diseases and deformities (Isa. 29:18: 33:24; 35:5-6).  
Three times Jesus healed lame people (Matt. 8:5-13; Mk. 2:1-12; Jn. 5:1-9).  He caused seven 
blind men to see (Mt. 9:27-31; 12:22; 20:29-34; Mk. 8:22-26; Jn. 9:1-41).  He cured two deaf 
people (Mk. 7:31-37; 9:14-29) and four dumb people (Mt. 9:32-34; 12:22; Mark 7:31-37; 9:14-29).  
He also healed those at the point of death (Jn. 4:46-54), those possessed by demons (Mt. 9:32-
34; 15:21-28; Mk. 1:21-28; 5:1-20; 9:14-29), those with fever (Mk. 1:29-34), lepers (Mk. 1:40-45; 
Lk. 17:11-19), those with withered hands (Mk. 3:1-6), those with issues of blood (Mt. 9:20-22), 
those with infirmity (Lk. 13:10-13) and those with dropsy (Lk. 14:1-24).  He replaced a severed 
ear (Lk. 22:50-51).  

9.  Great longevity of life (Isa. 65:20-22).  Jesus raised Lazarus, Jairus’ daughter and 
the widow’s son from the dead, thereby lengthening their lives beyond their normal span (Mt. 
9:18-26; Lk. 7:11-17; Jn. 11:1-44).  
 
 
Every one of Jesus’ miracles corresponds to one of the nine aspects of change mentioned above. 
Every one of His miracles is to prove that he is the Messiah (Christ), as each miracle fulfills one of 
these areas of prophetic anticipation.  The Gospel writers are trying to convince their readers that 
Jesus is the long-promised Messiah of Israel.   


