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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Almost ten years ago, I was sitting 
in a dentist's office with a 
toothache. We had recently moved, 
I was soon to start seminary, and I 
was preparing for my first Sunday 
as a pastor. A tooth issue was about 
the last thing I needed at a time 
when so many things were 
changing and life felt so uncertain, 
but there I was, waiting to find out 
what needed to be done. 
 
In the waiting room, I did what 
everyone else was doing: I pulled 
out my phone and started looking to 
see what could occupy my time 
and—what mattered more—my 
mind. I am not exactly sure how I 
ended up on the page I found, but it 
was an article in the Wisconsin Life 
section of WPR titled “August 
Rites of Passage.” I decided to 
read it, and it ended up being 
exactly what I needed at that time 
in my life. 
 
The article, written by a 
schoolteacher, was about how she 
teaches her kids about the concept 
of liminality, or the "spaces in-
between" in life. The image she 
used was the month of August 
because it marks the end of summer 
before the school year begins. She 
talked about her kids and how 
August was the month where that 
last bit of summer became even 
more precious as the last lazy days 
were ending. She also wrote about 
her children moving toward 
adulthood, noting how summers 
mark new “rungs on the ladder to 
adulthood” for them. My own son, 

Noah, is now very close to being a 
teenager, but when I read this 
article, he was only around two 
years old—my, how time goes! 
 
This month of August also marks 
my time in La Crescent at a full 
year. Last August was a very 
liminal month for me because I was 
leaving my old appointment, but 
since I didn’t start here until the 
second Sunday, I had not quite 
started yet; I was in-between. 
 
This concept of liminality is often 
marked by either celebration or 
solemn ceremony, and the truth is 
that when we really start to think 
about it, we are often living in a 
liminal space. In Scripture, we hear 
the story of how God takes a 
difficult people and makes them 
into a nation. It doesn’t happen all 
at once, and they end up passing 
through a few liminal spaces—the 
biggest being where they wander 
for 40 years. They have the 
promise, but aren’t yet ready to take 
the land that will officially make 
them a nation; they are a people, 
but without a nation. 
 
We all pass through these spaces in 
life. Some are good and allow us to 
grow as people, but some are 
difficult, and we struggle to find 
meaning. These liminal spaces 
always mean change—a word that 
can bring us so much worry. But as 
a sign in one of my fellow pastor’s 
offices read: 
 
“Change is inevitable, but growth 
is optional.” 

The truth in life and in the Church 
is that we are almost always in 
some sort of liminal space, and the 
call of faith is to trust in God and 
where He is leading our lives and 
the Church. What we need as a 
Church is to be faithful, and for 
people to help be a part of the 
leadership that will guide the 
Church into the future God has for 
us. We have some very wonderful 
people who have said yes to being 
leaders, but what's missing is you. 
 
We don’t know what the future 
holds for our Church, but I am 
excited to see what my second year 
will bring. If you are excited too, 
then I pray you will want to join in 
listening to God’s call and shaping 
the future for our Church home in 
La Crescent. 

 
In their hearts humans plan  

their course, 
    but the Lord establishes their 

steps. Proverbs 16:9 

 

With Jesus as our guide, 
Pastor Chris  

From the Pastor’s Pen                                                                      



 

 

MISSION TEAM UPDATE – August 2026 
 

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a 
life by what we give.”-Winston Churchill 
 
We are turning yet another page in the calendar and 
summer seems, I think, to be winding down toward 
its end. Or at least I sure hope that’s what the sum-
mer heat is doing! I hope all of you have been able to 
keep cool and hydrated these last few weeks and con-
tinue to do so as we move into August.  
 
In the last newsletter I shared that we are preparing 
for the Back to School Event which will take place 
on August 12th. I want to give a big shout out to 
Carole Plenge as she is the primary organizer and 
caretaker for the Clothes Closet. I know she has had a 
team of people helping her out, so if you have been 
working on this upcoming project thank you as well! 
  
If you have the means, please support this event by 
donating needed school supplies, new or gently used 
clothing, making a monetary contribution to specifi-
cally support this ministry, or volunteering your time 
to contribute directly to this mission opportunity if it 
is a way in which you can share your gifts with our 
community.   
 
We have also successfully found a hairdresser to pro-
vide back-to-school haircuts; big thanks to our very 
own Gracie Wellendorf who has volunteered her time 
and talents to provide these to kids in need.  
 
And lastly, we are working on acquiring a grant to 
purchase supplies to provide meal-in-a-bag kits on a 
first-come-first-serve basis for those who may expe-
rience food insecurities. Thanks to Mike Ryan and 
Claudia DeVetter for your assistance with this piece 
of the project.  
 
Again, please remember to be looking for things that 
we can use for Operation Christmas Child, later this 
year. This would include any craft supplies for mak-
ing craft projects including small sewing kits (thread, 
needles, scissors, buttons, etc.) fishing kits (line, 
hooks, sinkers, etc., and old T-shirts for a jump-rope  
t-shirt project; as well as things that could be placed 
in the Operation Christmas Child boxes such as small 
toys, school supplies, and personal hygiene items.  
 
The missions committee will be meeting again on 
August 30th at 0845 in the church library; all are wel-
come to attend, and as always, thank you for all that 
you do to support the ongoing mission’s projects of 
our church.  
 
Blessings,  
Mandy 

BLANK NOTE 
By Emma Blank,  
Director of Music Ministries 
 
Romans 8:38-39: Nothing in all creation—
including death or life—can separate believers 
from the love of God.  
 
First, thank you everyone for all the love and support 
we have received as a family during this time. We all 
realize that our God is with us even when we think he 
is gone. I think he is above us like an umbrella shield-
ing us from the darkness. 
 
This month has been so hard.  Our lives took a hard 
turn on July 3rd when we were given horrible news that 
Rod had stage four metastatic cancer to palliative and 
now hospice.  
 
We as a family came together and are now caring for 
Rod as a team. God is in control of this team and we 
feel his holy presence daily.  
 
Thank you for the time you have so gracefully given 
me to be with and care for the man I love so very deep-
ly. Our hearts are breaking but we do know we will see 
him again in heaven.  
 
Hug your family every time you see them. They are 
precious as is the time you have with them. 
 
God’s Peace, 
Emma 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rod Blank 
                                                                                                      

1953-2026 
 

Rod went home to be with the Lord on Thursday, July 30th. 
He was an invaluable member of our church family  

and will be missed dearly. 
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

 



 

Exciting news! 
 
We have officially upgraded our campus technology! Our worship service will now be live-
streamed directly to the TVs in the Narthex, Fellowship Hall and Nursery. Whether you are 
just arriving, serving on a hospitality team, or need to step out with a restless toddler, you 
won’t miss a single moment of worship. We are so grateful for everyone who helped make this 
happen to make our space even more welcoming and accessible for everyone. Check out the 
new set up the next time you are at worship! 
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 When emailing the church office use: 
office.lacrescentumc@gmail.com 
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