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From the earliest relationship with our Lord God, He has desired celebration, so much so that He linked Hebrew past to future
with feasts (festivals). As listed through Exodus and Leviticus, God
commanded that seven public worship events called Feasts be kept.
Trust me, food and fun was involved, or they would simply have
called it "worship"! The seven required Feasts were/are:
st
 -Passover (1 month/Nisan, for a week- Leviticus 23: 6), which
celebrates the Exodus;
 -Pentecost/Weeks (50 days after Passover, Lev. 23: 22) for first
fruits of the harvest;
th
st
 -Trumpets/New Moon (7 month, the 1 day) for the civil new
year;
 -Day of Atonement (Lev 23: 26) for confession, repentance, sacrifice and forgiveness;
th
th
 -Booths/Tabernacles (7 month, 15 day, 7 days long), entrance
to the Promised Land;
 -Lights (December) celebrating the cleansing of the Temple under Maccabeans; and
 -Purim, celebrating Esther leading the salvation of exiled Israel
from Haman.
The New Testament feasts and festivals image is primarily
found in Jesus' words about the coming Kingdom of God. In both
parable and prophecy, the marriage feast of the Lamb is visualized
and promised. Even in our ritual of Holy Communion, we speak of
"feast(ing) at His Heavenly banquet"!
Hampstead is approaching a time-honored and spiritual
feasting tradition, namely SpiritFest! On May 20th, the celebration
of the Holy Spirit’s coming will commence with regular 830am
worship and Sunday School, and 945am worship. In the 11am service, we will receive our confirmation class into full membership.
All this will be followed by an old-fashioned "dinner-on-thegrounds" in honor of the Holy Spirit and our confirmands. As in the
past, you are encouraged to bring several picnic-style dishes and
wear RED! More information will be provided as this exciting day
draws near!
In the meantime, as it says in James 4: 8, "Draw near to God, and
He will draw near to you"! Celebrate and feast with Him and with
your church family! The peace, joy and blessings will be yours!
Continued on next page...
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Skip’s Scoop Continued...
Dates that will need emphasis:
 3 May(11a-1pm) Need help hosting, picking up an serving the lunch for participants in leading
the National Day of Prayer
 13 May
Mother’s Day/Sunday
 27 May
Memorial Sunday
See you in church on Sunday! Your fellow servant in Christ!

Skip

Identify Your Grace Gifts
Pick up Your Spiritual Gifts Inventory by Charles V. Bryant available for sign-out in the Narthex.
Use the paper answer sheet for your responses. Then fill out a paper “Volunteer Sign-up” form or go
online at www.hampsteadumc.org website and update your information. Tell us your top 5 highest
gifts and interests. Questions or assistance see: Delores Riley, Peggy Harris, Karen Smith or Kay
Phelps.

Relay for Life
Thank you to all who have participated in some way to Relay for Life. Linda and Ed Dunn worked tirelessly as co-captains for our Spirit Strollers team offering all kinds of trinkets for your donations. Diane
Putnam and Jim Hock helped HUMC host the Survivor Dinner along with Mary Beth Hock and the Methodist Men serving their delicious meal. We hear of more and more people dealing with this disease but
hopefully our early detection tests can lead to quicker remissions and cures. May you be blessed by your
support to the American Cancer Society.

BLT Group

Books, Lunch, Talk

The BLT book group will meet May 15th 11:30 am. We will be reading Bruce Wilkinson’s
"The Prayer of Jabez.” There is one copy in the church library and copies can be found at
the public library in Wilmington and Hampstead. Just a note, if you check the book out of
the church library please try to return it within a week so that others can borrow it too.
Happy Reading!

—Cindy Klempay, 910-270-3006

Friendship Circle
We will meet on May 14,2018 at 6:30 pm at the home of Karen Saari 270-8562, for
a potluck dinner. This is our last meeting until September. Please contact Karen if
you plan to attend and what you will bring. Karen's address is 104 White Heron
Cove in Olde Point.
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Fall Festival: Focusing on Spiritual Gifts & Teamwork
What a blessing it has been to connect with people who are working through their spiritual strengths! We continue to be a lively group with creative ideas, positive energy and fellowship. Life skills and experience are useful in our work but being able to connect with one’s Spiritual Gifts produces a different kind of work! Inspired prayer, problem-solving and team spirited
work. Many who have taken the inventory have been surprised at where their gifts are. It can
be confusing when we use our life skills and experience more than we do our true gifts in His
service. This is a free inquiry into one’s personal gifts and provided by HUMC at no cost to anyone wishing to look at these Spiritual Gifts. The books and blank answer sheets are in the Narthex. It’s as simple as signing out a book and returning it after the questions have been answered. Then take your top five gifts and transfer them onto the updated Contact Sheet in the
White Binder. You may also go online and fill out a contact sheet at hampsteadumc.org, Volunteer Sign Up. This does not mean you are automatically being signed up to volunteer for anything but rather a way to keep a record of all those within the church and their spiritual gifts as
we prayerfully consider being in His service.
Organizing by creating written job descriptions and training by Team Leaders is underway. We are approaching our April 30th deadline of having majority of our Team Leaders in
place for the Fall Festival. Grounds Committee Chair job and some of the teams have not been
filled. Focus on the Grounds Team has been very little as we do not yet know the final footprint
that the construction will encompass. We will be needing a Parking Team to help us look at our
options and we have good input from the previous years along with some new ideas to help with
the lack of parking we suffer at this time.
Look for the June Newsletter to expand on details as the Committee will meet April 23rd @
10 am in HUMC Library for voting on the line-up of Revenue streams, logos and basic Marketing ideas. There are 7 votes to all final decisions by the Festival Committee. Volunteer ChairPeggy Harris, Evangelism Chair-Skip Williams, Revenue Chair-Angela Bolin, Grounds ChairOPEN, Entertainment Chair, Nancy Davis, Marketing Chair-Janet Redinger and Chair of Committee-Brenda Sellers. All are welcome to attend any meetings and if you would like an issue
heard, please contact the Chair and you will be placed on the Agenda. Team Leaders meet with
their groups and make recommendations to their Team Leader who then represents that team to
the Chair heading their Team. Recommendations from Teams are vital to running a successful
event with the most inclusive sharing of ideas and problem-solving. Small groups will allow
time for all suggestions to be given air.
A commercial kitchen will provide so many opportunities to be in service to our community and support our new building. If you have taken your Spiritual Gifts Inventory and shared
your information on an updated contact sheet you are ready to start work! We keep prayer in
the forefront of all we do, ask God’s guidance in all our meetings, and ask that, as our brothers
and sisters in Christ, you will also keep the Festival Committee and Teams in your daily prayers .

—Brenda Sellers
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Preschool News
“Celebrate good times, come on!” There’s always a reason to
celebrate at preschool when you have amazing students in the
classrooms with amazing teachers at an amazing facility with an
amazing playground! We are very blessed to celebrate the completion of another great year of preschool! We celebrate ALL of our children for their developmental successes and mastered milestones. We are 25 years strong
and the longest running mission of our church. We are HUMC!
This month’s curriculum topic is Sea Life. Confidence is our character education topic. For our bible story we will learn about two builders, the wise man and the foolish man,
which will lead to the singing of one of our student’s favorite songs, “The Wise Man and the
Foolish Man,” taught and sung to us by Randy Maynard, as only he could do it!
Our End of Year Celebration will be held on Thursday, May 24 at 10:00 am. Each of
our classes will perform and our Pre-K class will “graduate.” A picnic will follow on the front
lawn.
Thanks again church family and friends for your continued support. Thanks to everyone who made contributions to the Griggs Scholarship Fund to help children attend our
school and enabled their families to experience the love of a caring church. Thanks to
everyone who made the new playground happen, especially Skip!
We believe in what we do and know we have been called according to God’s purpose to love and care for His children.
We will return June 5 for Summer Camp. Happy May and Happy Mother’s Day!
Peace and prayers,

Judy Lane

Proctoring at Topsail Elementary School
We are looking for volunteers to serve as proctors at Topsail Elementary School during the final testing periods:
May 30 - 5th grade Science
May 31 - 5th grade Math
June 1 - 3rd through 5th English Liberal Arts (ELA)
June 1 - 3rd through 5th grade Read to Achieve (RtA)
June 5 - 3rd through 5th grade RtA
Please contact Ute Wolf at 270-1064 or send an email to umwolf408@gmail.com
C4C / Congregations for Children
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Music Notes

Hampstead OWLS

Older, Wiser, Lively Seniors

The OWLS will meet on Thursday, May 10th at 11 am in room 5/6. Please bring a bag lunch.
Drinks and fruit will be provided.
The OWLS will be going to the Sneads Ferry Community Theater on Sunday, May 20th to see,
"I Rember Mama"! Our own Jan Makaryk will have a part in this play. Tickets will be $10.00.
We will meet in the HUMC parking lot at 2 pm so we can carpool.Come join us for an afternoon
of entertainment.

—Shirleen Spencer

Page 6

2018

May Script Shores

Jackie Robinson; Shaped by Methodism
In 42, the 2013 movie about Jackie Robinson, Brooklyn Dodgers president Branch Rickey tells his chief scout he’s going to sign the ballplayer: “Robinson’s a Methodist. I'm a Methodist. God's a Methodist.
We can’t go wrong.” Rickey probably never uttered the words, his biographer, Lee Lowenfish, says.
Both Rickey and Robinson were indeed lifelong Methodists, and each relied on his respective

faith to withstand the abuse and threats that came with breaking baseball’s color line and forcing
not just the national pastime but society to live up to its promise of racial equality.
The movie 42 does not dwell much on Robinson’s religion and neither did the Ken Burns’ documentary on the ballplayer in 2016. Much has been written about Robinson’s athleticism, his dignity, and his courage in confronting racism in baseball. Pitchers threw at his head. Baserunners
spiked him. Spectators yelled the most vulgar of obscenities. Death threats came in the mail.
Robinson was indeed one of the greatest athletes in American history and perhaps its most cou-

rageous. But athleticism and courage alone cannot explain how he prevailed against such long
odds. What is often overlooked in accounts of Robinson’s life is the importance of his faith. This
is why my co-author Michael Long, a professor of religious studies at Elizabethtown College,
and I Chris Lamb, wrote the book Jackie Robinson: A Spiritual Biography (Westminster John
Knox Press).
Robinson’s faith is necessary to understanding how he dealt with the brutal racism that came
with breaking Major League Baseball’s color barrier, but also with overcoming racism and poverty as a child, his court martial in the U.S. Army for refusing to go to the back of a military bus,
and his work as a civil rights activist after he retired from baseball.
Robinson’s Christian faith acted as a source of inspiration and motivation, comfort and strength,
wisdom and direction. It was the engine that drove and sustained him as he shattered racial
barriers on and off the baseball diamond. (excerpts from UMC.Org)

—Steve Calarco, Lay Leader
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United Methodist Women
I hope Easter was joyous and fulfilling for your family and the entire family of Christians. We continue to have other events scheduled. Please
free to participate.
This is the calendar for the next three months:
May 10th
UMW Executive Meeting at 6 p m. in the Library (calendar and reports)
May 18-20 UMW Assembly in Columbus, Ohio
June 14-16 NCCUMC Annual Conference in Greenville, NC
(We may have to have another fund raiser)
July
School Kit Drive Mission for local distribution
Thank you for your participation!

—Kay Williams

An Invitation For Theatre & Dessert
The Sneads Ferry Community Theatre is presenting “I Remember
Mama” as Saturday and Sunday matinees on May 12 & 13 and May
19 & 20 at 3 pm. Set in the early 1900’s, this family story is told
through the eldest daughter’s eyes. She chronicles her Norwegian
parents bringing up their children in San Francisco – a great deal of
comedy and a little incidental tragedy amid the pleasant turmoil surrounding Mama, Papa, the children, aunts, a great uncle, and a few pets! Tickets are $10 (cash only) at the door and include dessert during intermission. Jan Makaryk, an HUMC member, has a small role and would love to have
you in the audience to enjoy this heart-warming story.
Some may remember “I Remember Mama” as an award-winning 1948 movie based on an earlier novel and stage play.
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Greetings from Queenie the Church Mouse!
Seems like only yesterday that I wrote to you about setting our priorties and finding time to
put our important priorities, the BIG ROCKS, in our lives first or we won’t get them in at all. I
hope and trust that most have re-assessed their priorities and now find time for God, family, and
healthy habits.
This month I have decided to dive into my spiritual priorities. Where do I spend my time
and what improvements can I make so I have time for prayer, study, and most of all action. Before
you gasp and think “Queenie our church mouse does not read the scriptures? Queenie does not take
time to pray!” Yes, I do, but, I know this time can be improved. Yes, I read the scriptures and
meditate… but worldy matters eek into my mind and take me elsewhere, away from God, and into
questions regarding, “Did I do the dishes? Did I shut the tiny door that leads to the field mice
village. Oh my, did I … did I… did I…?” Worse yet, I start worrying that I did not straighten up
Pastor Trudy’s office as we held Field Mice Chapel in her office last night. So you see, my prayer
and study time are spent on worldly matters. So, the month of May is devoted to spending more
time with God in prayer and study which will then help me to know where God wants me to focus
my action.
I realized last night, as we gathered for Field Mice Chapel, that my choosing to assess my
spiritual priorities was a God thing…meaning it really wasn’t my idea, it was God’s. As we read and
meditated on the book of James, Chapter 1, I prayed for the Lord to lead me, give me a sign, of what
I was suppose to do to put my faith into action. Just then, the silence of the room was broken by a
cricket’s song. It was just a short burst of four short chirps, followed by three longer chirps, then
silence. As we said our Amens and got ready to depart, I mentioned to Frederick Field Mouse about
the song of the Cricket. He and then three others standing nearby all said, “Queenie, I didn’t hear a
cricket… then another said, “a cricket, I didn’t hear a cricket. After everyone left through the tunnel
door, I knelt down and asked God,”am I losing my mind? Lord, I did hear the song of the Cricket in
Chapel. What does this mean? What am I suppose to do about it? If this was your sign to me, help
me to understand it. I have not received an answer other than patience and listening being a
number one priority for the next couple of weeks. All I can say right now is how wonderful the
message of James is and how I can apply all that it says to my life. So, without cleaning the room, I
blew out the candles and went to bed, perhaps to dream of crickets, at least one lowly cricket that
might very well live within me, playing his sweet melody of God’s love.
In need of rest, the mystery of the cricket in the chapel will have to wait for another day. My
prayers that night were for my God to speak to my heart and lead me in the path of righteousness,
for my family, the people, and mice of Hampstead UMC, and all God’s people across the world.
Until next time, I remain your Church Mouse,

Queenie
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United Methodist Men
Movie Night has been rescheduled for May 20th at 6PM. ‘The Shack’ will be the
movie offering; UMM received a 30’ ramp donation from Eddie Grady
(contractor that trimmed trees at soccer field): props to Patrick Miller, John
Harris, Chip Davis, Pete Long, Joe Bridger (+ the Kabota tractor) for its relocation; Joe Bridger, Larry
Davis and Al Smith assisted Molly Johnson in sanctuary breakdown/setup for her most recent Blood
Drive.
At our last meeting I read a story written by Mother Teresa. It’s from a little book I got years ago that
is filled with her stories, quotes, observations and the like. This particular story spoke of her meeting
a tall, thin man that was withdrawn and huddled in a corner. She perceived him as ‘Jesus in a distressing disguise.’ She reached her hand out and shook hands with him, to his surprise! He responded with excitement “it has been a long, long time since I have felt the warmth of someone’s hand!”
We then talked about how even a handshake can be the ‘Light of Christ’ in someone’s life! Stories/Experiences were shared by some of the guys that were uplifting and inspiring! In short, we
came to see that we can be the ‘Light of Christ’ in simple ways. Some may think that doing ramp
work, changing the sanctuary around, assisting with other church-related activities (Upward Soccer
Snack Shack, Sunday School teaching, Grounds work and more) is hard stuff, but when approached
as a group it’s simply enjoyable. The fellowship and camaraderie is quite uplifting: friendships result,
memories are made, joys and laughter are shared.
“Keep the Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be
careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” Joshua 1:8 NIV
With so much strife in the world today, it is up to all Christ-followers to work together to effect a
change, to ‘shake the hands of people looking for hope.’ It’s not hard work when you have others
working with you. We ALL are in a busy world today: 24 hour everything is available making it seem
like we have no time for anything else. Check in with the Father and see what he has to say, I’m sure
He can find a hand for you to shake…
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 NIV
Be a part of something bigger than yourself, UMM meets the first Saturday of every month for breakfast and finding ways to make God smile.
Shalom

Al Smith
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Leap of Faith
The Leap of Faith (LOF) Committee is continuing to serve our community with the food pantry. As everyone knows, times have been difficult for many, and we continually appreciate food
and/or monetary contributions. Food items may be placed in the green Leap of Faith bin in the Narthex.
We have had several individual donors of food. We are so grateful to all of those in the
Hampstead community who have donated food items so generously to Leap of Faith.
Currently, we have thirteen active volunteers on the committee. Leap of Faith is in need of
adding additional volunteers. CAN YOU VOLUNTEER? CAN YOU JOIN OUR MISSION? Each volunteer
is assigned a week (Sunday thru Saturday) on a rotating schedule. The time of day/evening that the
volunteer distributes the food to the outdoor pantry is decided by the volunteer. Plus, one is reimbursed for any items you purchase for the pantry.
Please contact Dixie Hampel (910-270-1480) or John and Paulette Biles (910-270-3096) if you
are interested in being on the LOF Committee.
Our next scheduled Committee meeting is at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 19th, 2018. We
welcome guests who would like to know more about Leap of Faith.
In His Name,

Dixie Hampel and John & Paulette Biles, Co-Chair, The Leap of Faith Committee

Intercessory Prayer & Prayer Chain
INTERCESSORY PRAYER
On Tuesday mornings a group of committed members of the church gather in the prayer "chapel" at 9 AM.
This prayer time is open to any and all...whether you would like to come and sit in a non-threatening environment quietly, pray with us, or pray silently, ask for prayer or sing. You are welcome. We usually have a short
devotional followed by spontaneous prayer. If you choose to join us you are certainly welcome. We do not expect you to do anything you don't choose to. If you want to be still, that is okay. We would love your presence.
You are welcome.
PRAYER CHAIN
At any time you are in a situation you need prayer, whether for yourselves, family, friends, neighbors,
strangers, please feel free to communicate to us and we will send your request to the community of prayer volunteers within our congregation. The prayer requests may be anonymous. If you want names, dates, or times,
we will provide as much information as you choose, or none, if you so choose. The prayer chain is a group of
HUMC folks volunteering to pray in the privacy of their homes for you. Just let us know and we will get the
word out ASAP! The requests may be sent via email, texts, phone calls, or in person.
Provided below are relevant contact information for Dottie Webb:
Email: dottcee@gmail.com, 910-622-7767 (cell), either texts or calls 910-319-0734 (home)
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Anniversaries...
Name
Craig & Linda Carlson
Tim & Cheryl Rootes
Jim & Kay Williams
Jeff & Ashley Gore
Tracy & Diane Lane
Ric & Linda Nipper
Jim & Cindy McLeod
Drew & Lacy Quehl
Keane & Alison Bellamy
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Date
May 03
May 06
May 09
May 15
May 16
May 18
May 21
May 21
May 28

Altar Flowers
Date

May 6

Name

Gloria Blanton...
“In loving memory of my mother Sarah Blanton.”

May 6

Sally Jo Capozio...
“In loving memory of my father James Glendenning.”

May 13

Dianne Putnam...
“In loving memory of my mother Arlene Elliott.”

May 13

Jim & Kay Williams...
“In celebration of our 55th wedding anniversary.”

May 20

Jim & Cindy McLeod...
“In celebration of our wedding anniversary.”

May 20

Marilyn Flanders...
“Happy birthday mom, Lee Rate. We miss you everyday.
Marilyn, Donna, Lou, & Wayne ”

May 27

Randy & Nancy Barror...
“In loving memory of our parents.”

May 27

Ed Pullen...
“In loving memory of Margie.”

Birthdays...
Carolyn Taylor
Katie Weaver
Raymond Alberti
David Major
Patrick Miller
Katie Sarvis
Betsy Williams
Nicole Thomas
Alice Lee
Sharolyn Schwiesow
Michael Gilgo
Ashley Gore
Carolyn Justice
Michael Willman
Ashley Pooch
Ashley Woodfill
Jackie Richardson
Maria Thomas
Jackson Jones
Kat McIntyre
Dennis Southerland
Laura TerBeek
Wendy Purser
Matt Gilgo
Larry Rieman
Ash Weaver
Jessica Hord
Alexa Tomlinson
Joe Bridger
Durland Stewart
Jean Stoudenmire
Shelby Parker
Isabelle Gibson
Gil Gouge
Harris Purser
Larry David
Clayton Lane
Buddy Rogers
Wes Dorsett
Collin Radley
Jacob Bolin
Fletcher Cockrum
Gary Taylor
Cindy McLeod
Jim Witmer
Chase Woodfill

May 1
May 3
May 5
May 5
May 5
May 5
May 5
May 6
May 9
May 10
May 12
May 13
May 13
May 13
May 14
May 15
May 16
May 16
May 17
May 17
May 17
May 17
May 18
May 19
May 20
May 20
May 21
May 22
May 23
May 23
May 23
May 24
May 25
May 26
May 26
May 27
May 27
May 28
May 29
May 29
May 30
May 30
May 30
May 31
May 31
May 31
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