
 

 

   2021      September  Script Shores  
Hampstead United Methodist Church 

William’s Wanderings 
“Jesus told his  
disciples this    
parable: a man  
going on a journey 
called his servants 
and entrusted his 
possessions to 
them.  To one he 
gave five talents; 
to another, two; to 

a third, one-to each according to 
his ability.  Then he went away.”  

  -Matthew 25:14-15 

 My father is a hoarder.  I 
think that he is doing better with  
regard to this, but there was a time 
when you simply would not have  
believed the amount of stuff in his 
home.  Boxes were stacked floor to 
ceiling, wall to wall, with a path to 
the important areas of the house. 

 Why, he had old LPs, a knife 
collection that numbered, literally, in 
the thousands.  He had jewelry from 
estates that he had purchased, old 
tools, and even hundreds of vacuum 
cleaners.  All these items had value 
and, thus, were subject to being 
sold…for the right price. 

 My dad doesn’t care much for 
banks.  I once asked him about his 
savings.  He responded, “Son, I can 
look in my backyard and see my 
money.”  And, somehow, I believe 
him. 

 You see, my father is a   
product of the Great Depression.  
He grew up on the family farm in 
northeastern North Carolina.  And he 
saw the results, up close and       
personal, of the Depression.  And 
those moments have stayed with 
him.  I continue to believe that my 
dad thinks that having stuff is a sign 
of having made it.  He thinks very 
little of banks, or the stock market.  
Better to bury his money in Mason 
jars than to run the risk of losing 
it…or, so he believes. 

 Our lesson from Matthew’s 
Gospel tells us that the property 

owner entrusted three of his servants 
with sums of money-each according 
to their abilities. Two of the servants 
invested their money and increased 
the value of what they were given.  
The third buried what the landowner 
had given him-most likely not even in 
a Mason jar. Note the man does not 
lose his master’s money, nor does he 
steal it.  In fact, he does nothing to 
risk his fiduciary responsibility.   
However, neither does he do        
anything to potentially increase the 
value. 

 This lesson used to baffle me.  
For the longest time I felt the land-
owner was unduly harsh with the 
third servant.  Sure, the other two 
deserved praise for increasing the 
wealth of their master. I mean one 
talent had a value of around twenty 
years’ worth of wages for that  
servant!  So, the fact that the one 
servant didn’t blow the money on 
wasteful living, didn’t steal it, didn’t 
in any way lose it, well, to me, was a 
good thing.  Not to Jesus, though! 

 All this is to say that God 
wants us to use our talents, our gifts.  
How?  Generously, daringly,     
creatively.  When we are giving of 
our gifts, we are not to be misers; we 
are to be spendthrifts. 

 I know that this is not easy.  
We are people who, sometimes     
because of our past, are cautious.  
We tend to save for a rainy day, 
rather than give generously with the 
belief that God will provide.  And I 
get it, my friends; I really do.  But 
the call to give of ourselves and the 
blessings that we have received is, 
well, it is at the very heart of what 
we believe about Jesus; for if we   
believe that God has been generous 
to us, then we, too, can be generous 
to God and to others.  And so we give 
out of that trust in God, the Source of 
all that we have received. 

Still in His Peace, 

Pastor William 
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“The Elephant in the Room” 

 I had the opportunity to have lunch with our new pastor William Holliday at the 19 Restaurant in  

Olde Point. It was his first time there and he is now planning to introduce his wife, Mo, to the new discovery.  

We had a great conversation on a number of wide-ranging subjects. I found him to be a very humble man with 

many attributes including high intelligence, leadership skills and a deep faith in Christ. 

 During the conversation, I wondered, as many other members of the church have voiced to me, why is 

William wearing an eye patch? He seems too old to be trying to do a Walt Disney’s eye patch Pirate imitation, 

so I asked. He was happy to tell me all about it and with his full permission, I can pass the story on to  

everyone. 

 Unfortunately, when he was 7 years old, he slipped in the bathtub at his home and punctured his eye 

on one of the old styled hot/cold on/off control knobs. Remember, the 5-star ones with white porcelain.  

 His Family did not have insurance, so the full damage was not repaired, and he lived with his scared 

biological eye while only able to see some light but no sight. At age 16, he was able to receive a cornea  

transplant, but at age 23 he developed an infection in the eye and the biological eye had to be removed to save 

the other working eye.  

 The doctors were then able to place a prosthetic eye implant which had lasted a good while but this 

past February/ March the area around the eye implant became infected and had to be removed. The eye  

socket is now healing after some advanced surgery, which involved using about 3 inches of muscle from his 

hip area and William will undergo another procedure planned for September 2 to insert another implant.  

 While he was telling me his story, it confirmed to me what a man of strength and faith he is for he  

never let this situation slow him down and firmly believes that God has given him a mission in life to serve his 

fellow man as Christ has shown the way. We are very lucky to have such a man leading us and our church 

spiritually and temporally.  

 I am sure that all will join with Nancy and me to pray for Williams successful eye procedure in  

September. 

          —Bill Pearson 

HUMC Missions 

Christmas in July was a huge success. It took 3 trips to get everything to the Methodist Home for Children. 

HUMC will be in the MHFC’s “Spotlight” magazine’s next issue. 

Thanks to everyone who helped with this project by donating and transporting. A really big thank you to 

Debbie Musolino for heading up this project 

In case you have someone on your Christmas list that would love one of our shirts, we will be taking orders 

for shirts again in October. 

         —Linda Dunn 
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Preschool News 
Preschool began on Monday, August 30.  We are so happy to be back to school with 

our children.  Just like last year, our classrooms have been prepared and sanitizing and 

safety standards are in place. Everyone is also doing a great job wearing their masks.  

We look forward to working together with our families to keep “our” children healthy 

and well as we learn and play at preschool. 

 

With the exception of Sunday School teachers, we ask church members please do not enter the classroom 

area of the building at any other time during the week. Rooms will be sanitized at the end of everyday, and 

we need to be sure our rooms will be clean and ready to go the next day. The lower the number of people 

entering the building, the lower the risk of spreading germs.  

 

The next two Sundays will bring the opportunity for church family and friends to contribute to the Joe and 

Kathleen Griggs Memorial Scholarship Fund.  This fund has truly been a blessing to so many families over the 

years.  No child has ever been turned away from HUMC Preschool because their family could not pay. Thank 

you in advance for your help. 

 

Please continue to keep us in your prayers to have an excellent year.  Our goal has always been to provide a 

safe and loving learning environment for our students. We want them to enjoy being at preschool and have 

fun along the way as they thrive and learn.  That will never change! 
 

 

     Peace and prayers, 

     Judy 

Pumpkins Patch News 

September is the big month for getting the patch supplies and displays cleaned up, fixed up and 
made ready for our Pumpkin Patch season.  Please help us get the patch ready and be part of this 
fun ministry by attending one or all of the events below….     

-Sept. 5th, 12:30pm - Pumpkin Patch Open Meeting, in the Family Life Center classroom #1.  The 
patch needs supporters of all kinds.  We are looking for your input and ideas for the new season. 
 Come see plans for the patch activities and learn how you can help.  

-Sept. 11th, 10:00am - Display fix up workday.  Meet behind the family life center at the big shed. 
 We plan to fix and paint gourd bins; safety check wooden stairs, make repairs, and check lights 
in the patch area.  We will make new displays, and have fun!!! 

-Sept. 25th, 9:00am - Pumpkin Patch set up.   Meet at the patch under the awning.  Rake and 
clean patch area; move pallets from the shed to the patch area.  We will bring out displays, and 
set up Little Pumpkin Town. 

-Oct. 2, 9:00am - Annual Pumpkin Toss! All hands are needed to help us unload 
the pumpkin truck delivery!   

  —Angie Major,  angiemajor@charter.net,  

            910-270-3168 home, 910-899-7573 cell 

mailto:angiemajor@charter.net
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HUMC Prayer Team 

Scripture gives us insight into prayer, setting the tone for the day, helping us make better decisions, but 

mostly keeping God in our loop and soliciting His help with all things. 

 

Philippians 4: 5-7  “Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.  The Lord is at hand; do not be  

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God.  And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ.” 

Mark 11:24  “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will 

be yours.” 

Romans 12:12 “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” 

 

Do you ever feel alone, or in need of prayer…for yourself, family member, friends, situations, etc.?  We 

have a team of prayer “warriors” available to pray for you, or with you.  The Team meets Tuesday  

mornings, at 9:00 AM in the church library.  You are welcome to join us at any time, or simply let us 

know of your needs. 

Prayer requests may be made: 

· by completing the form in the church pew pads on Sunday morning and placing the form in the 

collection plate. 

· online at HampsteadUMC.org website.  Follow the link for the Prayer Request Form. 

· Call the church office/Pastor at 910-270-4648. 

· Email Dottcee@gmail.com, text 910-622-7767, or call Dottie Webb 910-319-0734. 

 

We would like to know when we receive your request if you wish your request to remain with the prayer 

team, or be published in the weekly bulletin.  We also will accept anonymous requests, and/or requests to 

keep confidential any or all of the request.  We will not give any information to anyone without first 

clearing it with whomever we have received the request from.  Confidentiality is essential to this ministry. 

You are welcome to join us for some quiet time any Tuesday morning.  We would love to have you pray 

with us or just be present and enjoy the peace that surpasses all understanding.  

You are special and we want to offer hope and prayer wherever and whenever 

we might to intercede however we might.  His Peace. 

      

                                       —Dottie Webb, HUMC Prayer Team 



 

 

   2021      September  Script Shores  Page 5 

Altar Flower Guild 

Matthew 6:28 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, September 14th at 6pm and is usually over before 7pm.  All  

interested in learning more about our Guild, are invited and welcome to take part in a short  

workshop on using oasis, frogs, wire cages and other “anchoring” materials that create a stable base 

for larger arrangements.  We will also be reviewing some basic information and things to check on 

when working with the Altar flowers, including refrigerator temperature and supplies storage.  

Christmas will be here before we know it, so we will be planning our Christmas decorations and 

teams to enliven this special time of the Christian Calendar.  

 

We should have our new worktable any time now.  Thanks to Darren Poe, we are already enjoying 

two cute decorative stools in our work area!  If you run into Debbie Gouge, team leader of the flower 

delivery team, give her some thanks for handling this team and making sure all the small  

arrangements we make go out for delivery each week.  These flowers that you so generously sponsor 

to the glory of God and your loved ones, are broken down each week as bouquets and delivered for 

lifting spirits.  

 

We now have a colorful pamphlet that communicates the different aspects of our flower ministry 

and the prayer driven work we provide for our members and HUMC.  If you have considered joining 

us as a team member or would like further information this new pamphlet can be found in the  

Narthex. 

 

HUMC’s own FLORICULTURE- Call us if you have blooms or special foliage to share! 

(910-264-3864 Text or leave a message!)  Perpetual Sponsorships secures the double flower 

arrangements that have always adorned our Altar.  Even though you are automatically signed up 

for this date you can still cancel it.  All we need is a 30-day notice to release the date you have  

reserved. If you have a special date that you would like to have each year, please call the 

church office (270-4648). You will be asked who your dedication is for, updated contact  

information, and if you will be picking up your flowers or donating them for the Flower Delivery 

Team.   

 

Open Dates-No Sponsors:  October 31st.  Open Dates Needed 1 Sponsor:  September 12th, 19th, 

October 24th, 31st,   November 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th, December 5th, 12th. 

 

 HELP we need vases!  Drop them anytime in the Sacristy (Room 10) behind 

the piano in the Sanctuary.  We recycle, clean them up and out they go to our 

folks that are ill, shut in or just need a lift of fresh flowers.   

 

            —Brenda Sellers   
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Sunday School News 

We are looking forward to this 2021-2022 new school year.  The elementary 

students, 3 yrs to 5th grade, will continue in the preschool area, room 17, as we 

have been.  We are praying to encourage all children of the church will join in 

the fun and lessons of Jesus' love for each and every one of you. 

 

This year we are doing things a little different with the Youth Class.  Greg Gibson will be facilitating/teaching 

a new Bible Study, "Believe" by Randy Frazee.  It will be about living the story of the Bible to become like  

Jesus.  We are so encouraged by this wonderful Bible study (donated by Linda Nipper), that we pray you will 

encourage your friends to join us.  The Study will begin on September 12th, in the Family Life Center at 9:45 

am. (The Youth Building is unusable at this time.) You may join us at anytime, but it is best if you can be there 

weekly. 

 

We will be following the states CDC guidelines with mask wearing, spacing and hand washing. And praying it 

will change back to normal soon. 
 

We hope to see you there for this important spiritual experience.  

       Blessings to each and every one of you,  

       Cheryle Shaffer 

HUMC Youth 

The 2021-2022 school year is fast approaching, which means... Power Kids and Youth Group will be starting 
soon!  This year, we will continue to meet weekly on Sunday evenings. Power Kids (K-5th) will meet from 
4:00-6:00pm and Youth Group (6th-12th) from 5:00-7:00pm. There will be plenty of opportunities for  
biblical study, fellowship, recreation, local service projects, worship, and more!  
 
To start the year, HUMC's Annual Power Kids & Youth Group Kick-Off will take place September 12th from 
3:00-6:00pm at Topsail Island!  We have a lot of special activities planned, so we hope you will join us!  This 
event is open to all families interested in participating in any of our children/youth ministries programs this 
coming school year. Meet us at the park at Topsail Beach (corner of Davis Ave & S Anderson Blvd), and look 
forward to games, roller skating, mini-golf, and more. Food and drinks will be provided (Extra spending mon-
ey optional). 
 
If you have and interest in joining Power Kids or Youth Group or just have questions, please feel free to email 
our new Director of Youth Ministries, Mariah Smith, at humcyouth@hampsteadumc.org. 
 
  Blessings to our children, youth, and all who support us,  

         Mariah Smith, Youth Director 



 

 

Upcoming Bible Study 

Jennipher Love-Burns will teach a six week Bible Study by Anne Graham Lotz entitled, “The Daniel Prayer” 

and will begin Thursday, September 9th. In this study, Daniel’s example of praying God’s Word back to Him 

is what Anne calls “Reversed Thunder.” She explains how we can reverse the thunder until Heaven is 

moved and our own worlds change.  She helps us develop a more meaningful and powerful life.   

Each Thursday will have two classes—one at 10:00 AM in the Family Life Center classroom #2, and the other 

at 6:00 PM at Jennipher’s home (47 Berman Street, Hampstead).  The study will end on October 14th.  For 

more information contact Jennipher Love-Burns at jennipherlove09@gmail.com. 

          Love and prayers, 

          Jennipher Love-Burns 
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Cub Scouts Food Drive 

Cub Scout Pack 235 held a food drive through the Scouting for Food program. Scouts went out and placed door 

hangers all around Hampstead asking family, friends, and neighbors for their support in collecting non-perishable 

food items for one of our local food banks, Share the Table. The heat index was over 100 degrees and several 

scouts walked over 4 miles. It was worth it though because the following weekend, we went back to the same 

neighborhoods to pick up the food donations and had a great turnout! We had to dodge rain showers to pick up 

everything, but as you can see from the picture below, we collected a large amount. The food bank was extremely 

grateful for the donations and we are very proud of our scouts.  

Thank you so much to Hampstead United Methodist Church for continuing their support of scouting and providing 

us with opportunities to show youth in our area how to give back and be grateful for their many blessings.  

           —Sarah Gaither 
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MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

By the time you are reading this, school will be in session.   

It will take a few weeks to get the backpacks back in circulation.   

Home delivery will continue until that time comes.   

 

Backpack Meal Items:  

• Cheerios, Oatmeal, or other low sugar cereals  

• Canned Pasta Sauce and dry Pasta  

• Canned Vegetables & Fruits, Individual Fruit Containers (low sugar/no refrigeration)  

• Plastic Jars of Peanut Butter and Jelly  

• Individual Packages of Peanut Butter Crackers and Cheese Crackers  

• Tuna and Chicken Helpers or store brand 

• Canned Tuna and Canned Chicken (to pair with item above) 

• Chunky Soups & Stews, Macaroni & Cheese  

• Canned Pastas (Spaghetti-O’s, mini-Ravioli’s, etc.) store brand is fine 

• 100% Fruit Juice (small cans or plastic bottles) “Reduced Sugar” and “Lower Sodium” are 

best! Please, NO glass containers. 

 

Thanks for your continues support! 
 

         —Chip Davis, HUMC MUNCH BackPack Program Coordinator 

Emmaus & Chrysalis 

The Coastal Carolina Walk to Emmaus Gathering will take place Saturday, September 25th at 5:00 PM, at 
Pine Valley UMC—910 Pine Valley Road, Jacksonville. We will carpool from the HUMC parking lot at 4:00 PM.  
Bring your favorite covered dish to share. A worship service with communion will follow the meal.  
 

For all youth 15-18 years old—SunCoast Chrysalis will be hosting two Chrysalis Flights at the "Salt & Light 
Center" on North Topsail Beach.  You will need to have a sponsor for this weekend spiritual enrichment     
retreat. 

Save these dates and listen out for more information at the October 3rd youth meeting.  Applications must 
be submitted by November 25th. 

     Girl’s Flight - January 15-17, 2022 

     Boy’s Flight - February 25-27, 2022 (not a holiday weekend) 

Contact:  Isabelle Gibson, Peggy Harris, John Harris for more information. 

 

    —Peggy Harris 
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Cards & Letters... 
From the family of Wandaline Sexton Jones; 
We didn’t want another day to go by without thanking our wonderful HUMC family and dear friends 
for the love and support we received after Mom’s unexpected passing from a stroke on Tuesday,     
August 10th.  Mom lived a long and wonderful life for 96 years and 9 months. We know death will 
eventually come to all of us, but we are never really ready.  You will never know how much it meant to 
our family for so many to attend her memorial service, and thank you for your patience as it ran 
longer than we expected, as we tried to honor her life.  
 
A special thank you to our pastors William Holliday and Skip Williams for a beautiful service. We  
appreciate your support and love so very much. 
 
In Christian Love, 
Aaron Jones (husband), Debbie and Tony Musolino (daughter and son-in-law), and Maurice Jones 
(son) 

Stephen Ministry Program:  God’s Love In Action 

Are you going through a difficult time? 

 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who listen, care, encourage 

and provide emotional and spiritual support to people who are facing a crisis or 

going through tough times.  The care you'll receive is confidential, free and very 

helpful. 

 

To learn how you, can receive care, talk to our Pastor or Stephen Minister leader. 

 

         Blessings,  

         Loretta Greenough 

To my dear HUMC Family,  
Thank you for your prayers and concern during my daughter Susan’s recent surgery and recovery.   
Susan lives in Virginia and I was unable to travel there.  I received flowers for both of us. I took  
pictures and shared them with her via cell phone.  What a blessing HUMC is to me and my family. 
 
God Bless each of you, 
Peggy Rose 
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Birthdays... Anniversaries... 

Altar Flowers... 

Date               Dedication 

September 5 Richard Ennis... 

        “In loving memory of Jean Ennis  

 on her birthday.” 
 

 September 5 Mal & Elaine Myers... 

         “In celebration of our 65th wedding anniversary.” 
 

September 12 Peggy Rose... 

         “In loving memory of my beloved husband,  

 Ray Rose.” 

  

September 19 Ed Dunn... 

         “In celebration of Linda on her birthday.” 
 

September 26 David Piepmeyer... 

         “In loving memory of John H. Piepmeyer, 

 on his birthday.” 
 

September 26 Mary Beth Hock... 

         “In loving memory of Raymond James  

 “Jim” Hock, loving husband, father,  

  and grandfather.” 

Annie Brooks September 01 

Beverly Fennell September 02 

Alyssa McBride September 03 

Danielle Spain September 03 

Lori Walker September 04 

Kyle Carlson September 05 

Patti Rouse September 05 

Marian Harkinis September 06 

Sue Keylor September 07 

Al Smith September 07 

Eric Tracy September 08 

Nathaniel Gilgo September 09 

Noah Gilgo September 09 

Judy Clark September 10 

Emma Hedelius September 11 

Tom McLamb September 11 

Jeannie Rieman September 11 

Bob Wells September 12 

Michele Hardee September 14 

Rhonda O’Janpa  September 14 

Judy Lane September 15 

Lilly McDaniel September 15 

Liza Martin September 16 

Vicki Russell September 16 

Donna Kurtz September 17 

Nicholas Reedy September 17 

Ronnie Holmes September 18 

Bill Jones September 18 

Don Ayres September 19 

Ray Thompson September 19 

Linda Dunn September 20 

Ryan Smith September 20 

Ginger Wells September 20 

CJ Britt September 23 

David DeCair September 25 

Walter Graves. II September 26 

Nicole Farmer September 27 

Ella Bellamy September 28 

Lillin Malinowski September 28 

Dawn Brooks September 29 

Gladys Booz September 30 

Tom & Pat Skipper  September 03 

Mal & Elaine Myers  September 06 

Paul & Karen Saari  September 10 

Alex & Melody Doyle  September 16 

Henry & Beverly Batton September 16 

Bruce & Jan Ketcham  September 17 

Dennis & Donna Diefenbach September 19 

Roger & Jody Pooch  September 22 

Tim & Mindy Weaver  September 22 

Brent & Rebecca Lawson September 24 

Jerry & Jane Smals  September 24 


