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“Whom Shall I Fear?” 
Raising our heads; looking around;  crawling;  walking--  these are 

things we do as infants and children, and for the most part, we do them 

instinctively. And as we do, we are immediately impressed with the 

sheer size of everyone and everything around us! Most times we are 

quickly overwhelmed with the imminent dangers behind, before and 

above us! At that point, the temptation for fear to set in is palpable. 

 

And then I remember my daddy! He would bend over, hold out his 

hand, look me in the eye and say “Hold my hand, Skipper- I’ve got 

you!” I would grab hold of his hand (actually just a finger or two), and 

at that point I KNEW I was safe! That MY DADDY was watching out for 

me! That NOTHING was gonna hurt HIS boy! That’s a great feeling, you 

know--  to have that kind of trust in your daddy! 

 

Then I grew up—at least in some ways. I realized that my dad was 5 foot 

2 inches tall--  and that almost everybody else towered over him, too!  At 

5’2 and 195 pounds, he was as tall laying down as he was standing up! It 

was also about that time I began to be aware of the singularly terrible 

limp in his left leg, from his childhood osteomyelitis. Not a great physi-

cal specimen, dad would be hard pressed to scare off anybody who did-

n’t know him! (Those who DID know him cut him a wide berth--  he 

used to say a short, crippled orphan had no choice but to learn how to 

take care of himself!)  ‘Til the day he died, he was one of a few with 

whom I would never want to have a physical altercation. 

 

In at least  one Biblical passage,  my dad really reminded me  of God.  

Psalm  27: 1  says, “The Lord is my Light and my Salvation--  whom 

shall I fear?” And I hope the rest of my thoughts just fall together for 

you! Our God walks with us, day in and day out. He’s with us in good 

and bad, in celebration and mourning, in peace and danger. And when-

ever we need Him, He is always there, looking down to us,  with that 

look of love in His eyes, holding out His marvelous hand, and saying 

“Hold My hand, My child--   I’ve GOT you!” 

How many hands in our homes, church and community are reaching up 

to you?! 

Be at peace!  See you in church on Sunday! Your fellow servant in Christ!    

    —Skip 

(DIDJA SEE THE WOODEN TRUSSES IN THE FRONT YARD?!) 
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Preschool News 
By the time Script Shores goes out, the preschool staff and I will have  

returned to school to prepare for what we hope and pray is a year filled 

with lots of learning fun and very uneventful, “weather-wise.”  We are so 

blessed to have all of our teachers returning to full classes. That is a true 

God thing and testament to our roll in the Hampstead community! 

 

While we always gladly accept donations, for the next two Sundays, you have the opportunity 

to help children attend our preschool by contributing to the Griggs Scholarship Fund.  We  

welcome all children and have never turned anyone away because their family couldn’t pay.  

Tuition can be tough on some families especially when unexpected expenses arise.  Assistance 

from the Scholarship Fund helps lighten their financial burdens and they experience the  

generosity of a loving, caring church. Please consider giving to this worthy cause. 

 

Security for our students and the staff are of the upmost importance. With the building program 

and remodeling of the church taking place, there will be many more visitors on campus than 

usual.  Everyone can do their part to help keep HUMC a safe environment for all.  For security 

purposes on Sundays, we are conditioned to only using the back playground door to enter the 

Children’s Wing.  For security purposes during weekday preschool hours, the only door used to 

enter the building is the front entrance at the covered walkway beside the prayer garden.  We 

are here Mondays thru Thursdays from 8:30 am until 1:30 pm.  If you need to come into the 

Children’s Wing, please consider waiting until after school hours. If you must enter the building to 

go into the main church during school hours, use the front door and please, do not enter the 

classroom area. We believe in what we do and we protect our students as though they are our 

own.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.  A huge thank you to Pete Long, Ed 

Dunn and Clarence Lewis for helping with repairs and making it possible for us to open room 

#13 so we could take more students.  

 

Open House is Tuesday, September 3 from 6:00 PM  to 7:00 PM and classes follow the next 

morning at 9:00 AM.  We look forward to filling the building with the sound of children very soon.  

Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers as we go about “training up” God’s little people. 

 

           Peace and prayers, 

           Judy Lane 
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United Methodist Men 

Recent news: August was a bit TOO HOT to be out hammering, digging, cutting so 

we have pushed some of our projects back till it cools off some! 

Upcoming items: Things that did not get done last month, planning for November 

Low Country Boil, lighting for Pumpkin Patch area testing/upgrading, Pallet Shed, Breakfast 9/7 at 

8AM. 

 I noted recently that perseverance is a phenomenal thing, that is, if you maintain it! I’ve mentioned be-

fore of my struggles recently and the often uttered “Why me, Lord?” Emphasis on the “me” part. In ret-

rospect, after hearing of the Riley’s 45th and the David’s 53rd Anniversaries. I realize that God really is in 

touch with us – ALWAYS! Consider the plight of today’s divorce rate (above 52 percent) and the pa-

tience, and perseverance needed to sustain a long marriage! Karen and I have just recently enjoyed our 

34th and, yes, Karen has had to bite her tongue more than once when it came to me and some of the 

“stuff” I do. These 3 examples of dedication to one another are part of a covenant that includes God. 

Without His guidance and the people He includes in our journey to help us, these relationships could 

have been a part of that 52 percent statistic. Then Skip’s most recent sermon on the stolen Christmas 

Gifts, the Youth had complete hope that it would work out. That through God, they would persevere. 

They just gave it to God and did their thing while he morphed the situation from a single family event 

into a five family event and then some. Absolutely amazing! 

Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

James 1:22 

 Yes, we all struggle with a multitude of things. We cry “Why me” at times and feel justified in doing so, 

for whatever reason. Life is hard. But know this – God has a reason for you, me and the person beside 

you. He puts people into our life to help us through those hard parts. And remember, sometimes we’re 

the person He’s using to help someone else. We need to keep ourselves open to those moments that 

God is trying to use us. As I tell our pups when walking through the woods “Keep your eyes up kids.” May 

we all keep our eyes up as we go forward in our day. Not only to see what God is sending to us, but more 

importantly, to see where He is sending us! Strive to make Him smile.   

           Shalom,  Al Smith 
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Lay Leader Message:  John Wesley on Grace 

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, described God’s grace as threefold: 

 prevenient grace 

 justifying grace 

 sanctifying grace 

This month we will look at prevenient grace. In the next two issues we’ll look at the other two forms 

of grace. 

Prevenient Grace 

Wesley understood grace as God’s active presence in our lives. This presence is not dependent on hu-

man actions or human response. It is a gift — a gift that is always available, but that can be refused. 

God’s grace stirs up within us a desire to know God and empowers us to respond to God’s invitation 

to be in relationship with God. God’s grace enables us to discern differences between good and evil 

and makes it possible for us to choose good…. 

 

God takes the initiative in relating to humanity. We do not have to beg and plead for God’s love and 

grace. God actively seeks us!1 

         —Steve Calarco, Lay Leader 

MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

By the time you read this issue, school will be back in session. It 

will take several weeks to get all the paperwork completed, sent 

back to school, and everything lined up for this coming MUNCH school year. 

 

My best guess is that we will have somewhere around 150 backpack meal recipients. 

The schools in the program are: Topsail, North Topsail, South Topsail, and Surf City El-

ementary Schools as well as Topsail Middle and Surf City Middle Schools.  Each year, 

unfortunately, the numbers continue to grow.  Always hope they will go down! 

 

Monetary donations fill in food items that we run low on or those that people purchase 

at Lowes Foods doesn’t cover.  (Looking forward to having a donation box in the Nar-

thex, again!)   

            —Chip Davis, MUNCH Coordinator 
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Interested in Keto? 

Interested in Keto but don’t know what Keto is? 

 

We are forming a support group to share information, recipes, and encouragement.  

If you are interested contact:: 

 

Jane Greer. jgreer1957@gmail.com 

Linda Dunn. Lindadunn767@gmail.com 

Congregational Care Ministry (CCM) 

Greetings from HUMC’s Congregational Care Ministry.  This has been an  

extremely challenging year for us as a church family.  Some of you have (and are 

still) working through the effects of hurricane Florence.   Even though we have 

been out of our sanctuary, we just want to remind each of you that the Congrega-

tional Care Ministry teams at HUMC are always available to assist you.  If you, or 

anyone you know within the congregation need assistance, please let us know.   Are there those 

who may need a meal due to a death or illness in their family?  There may be some who need prayer 

or a card expressing “we care.”    

 

Our visitation team is available to drop by for a friendly visit.  The prayer shawl team has beautiful 

shawls available to bring comfort and healing to those in need.  Do you need a check-in phone call  

occasionally to see how things are going?  Or a Stephen Minister to walk with you during a difficult  

period in your life?  We also provide flowers to bring cheer to someone who needs a smile.   

 

Our Congregational Care Ministry (CCM) is here for YOU!  If God has spoken to your heart and you 

would like to serve on any of the Congregational Care Ministry teams, we would welcome you to be 

part of this compassionate, caring ministry.   

 

If you have a need we can help with, please contact Delores Riley (drileycmc@gmail.com) or  

Trudy Wilder (twilder@ec.rr.com). 

      Blessings to you all, 

      Delores Riley & Trudy Wilder, CCM Coordinators  
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Getting Involved at HUMC! 

Fall is here (almost) and things are moving along at HUMC! If you are looking for a way to get more 

involved with the activities of HUMC,  here are some suggestions of what is happening. Also 

PLEASE check Script Shores, the Monday Missives, and Sunday bulletins for more info. 

 

Hope Circle (2nd Tuesday at 9:45), Spirit and Friendships Circles (meet in the evening 1st Monday), 

Flower Guild, Prayer Shawl Group, Quilting Group (3rd Wednesday), BLT-book reading and  

discussion (3rd Tuesday), Emmaus Reunion and Discussion (1st and 3rd Mondays), Lovely Ladies 

(luncheon and trip group), Keto Discussion and info group, (TBA), Congregational Care (ongoing), 

Youth Fellowship (Sunday evenings), Men's Group (1st Saturday), Martha's Kitchen (ongoing) and of 

course Prayer Group (Tuesday morning). My apologies to ANY group I have left 

out. 

 

As you can see there is much going on at all times at our church. Please join one or 

more of these wonderful gatherings. Contact the church office for more accurate times and contact 

numbers, as some of the groups are new and some are reorganizing. Each one offers something a little 

different, but ALL share the love of God to all its members and serve the community. There is always 

an  

activity and a place for YOU at HUMC.  

          God Bless, 

         Dixie Hampel  

HUMC Nursery  

 Our Nursery is available for all children through 3 years of age. It is  

operated by Jessica, our certified Nursery Leader. She is joined by a  

volunteer who has a current background check. Activities include books, 

toys, stuffed animals, coloring, puzzles, and snack time. The nursery is  

located in the Children’s Wing of the church, directly across from our "temporary" worship  

location in the Youth Building. Please stop by to visit our nursery when you have a chance and 

meet some of our ladies - you won't be disappointed!       

           —Barbara Jerrow 
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2019 AGAPE Christmas Boxes  

Over the past 25 years the N.C. and Western N.C. UMC  

Conferences have been supporting ministries in Armenia and 

Artsakh.  As a local church we have provided Christmas gifts for 

the children through “Project Agape.” We share our love for these 

children with simple toys, art supplies, a cap/gloves to help make 

their holiday, celebrated in January a little brighter.   

 

If you would like to participate, please find the packing list  

(on the counter in the youth room) and do some early holiday 

shopping. Please provide $5 in cash or check  made out to 

“HUMC” with “AGAPE” written on the memo line, and place it 

inside your shoebox, which is secured with two rubber bands. 

DEADLINE:  Sunday, September 22, 2019. 

 

       —Peggy Harris 

HUMC Missions Team  

Our next Missions Team meeting will be Tuesday, October 1 at 10:00 in the youth building.  This will be a 

very important meeting as we think about the direction God is leading us to serve. 

 

The following is from Disaster Recovery Ministries: 

As the long-term recovery efforts continue for both Hurricane Matthew (2016) and Hurricane Florence (2018) 

our volunteers are in more demand than ever.  We are asking each church, pastor, and its members to come 

join us.  Construction experience is not required and we welcome volunteers with willing hearts and hands. 

 

Need Training?   There will be ERT training days on:  September 28, and October 12.   

Training will be held at Jordan’s Chapel United Methodist Church in Burgaw, NC.   

Time: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Cost $30 

Register at:  nccumvim.org 

 

 As always, thank you for your service,  

         Linda Dunn, Missions Chair 
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Anniversaries... Birthdays... 

Altar Flowers 

Date         Dedication 

September 1   Conne Schwarz... 

                     “In memory of a great dad!” 

September 8  Peggy Rose... 

                     “In memory of my beloved husband, Ray Rose.” 

September 15   JoAnn Long... 

                     “In loving memory of my mother  

   Cora Marie Hobbs.” 

September 22  Mal & Elaine Myers... 

                     “In celebration of our wedding anniversary.” 

September 29  Doris Brandhof... 

                     “For my three daughters, Deborah, Diane, and 

   Holly Berry.” 

Annie Brooks September 01 

Wilma Cobb September 02 

Beverly Fennell September 02 

Alyssa McBride September 03 

Danielle Spain September 03 

Natalie Brooke September 04 

Lori Walker September 04 

Kyle Carlson September 05 

Patti Rouse September 05 

Sue Keylor September 07 

Al Smith September 07 

Nathaniel Gilgo September 09 

Noah Gilgo September 09 

Judy Clark September 10 

Emma Hedelius September 11 

Tom McLamb September 11 

Jeannie Rieman September 11 

Bob Wells September 12 

Rhonda O’Janpa  September 14 

Judy Lane September 15 

Lilly McDaniel September 15  

Vicki Russell September 16 

Donna Kurtz September 17 

Nicholas Reedy September 17 

Bill Jones September 18 

Don Ayres September 19 

Linda Dunn September 20 

Ryan Smith September 20 

Ginger Wells September 20 

CJ Britt September 23 

Jim Williams September 24 

Nicole Farmer September 27 

Betty D. Godwin September 27 

Ella Bellamy September 28 

Lillin Malinowski September 28 

Gladys Booz September 30 

Buddy & Gwen Rogers September 03 

David & Sandy Smith  September 03 

Mal & Elaine Myers  September 06 

Paul & Karen Saari  September 10 

Alex & Melody Doyle  September 16 

Henry & Beverly Batton September 16 

Dennis & Donna Diefenbach September 19 

Roger & Jody Pooch  September 22 

Tim & Mindy Weaver  September 22 

Brent & Rebecca Lawson September 24 

Jerry & Jane Smals  September 24 


