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Hampstead United Methodist Church 

William’s Wanderings 
“Honor the Lord 
with your wealth 
and with the 
first-fruits of all 
you produce; 
then your barns 
will be filled with 
plenty, and your 
vats will be 
bursting with 

wine.” 
                           -Proverbs 3:9 
   In his book, The Great Gats-
by, F. Scott Fitzgerald wrote, 
“Life starts all over again 
when it gets crisp in the fall.” 
   Well, to be sure, autumn did 
not bring much happiness to the 
characters in Fitzgerald’s great 
American novel…but I love au-
tumn!  I love the warm-not-too-
hot-days and the cool nights.  I 
love the crispness of the autumn 
winds.  I love Thanksgiving 
more than any holiday because it 
is simple.  We gather with our 
loved ones with no expectations 
of gifts exchanged…except the 
gifts of our hearts shared with 
one another. 
   Thanksgiving reminds us, typ-
ically, of the blessing of family, 
and the wonder of a shared meal 
among generations, if we are so 
blessed to have loved ones close 
at hand.  It should also remind of 
the blessings that have rained 
upon us from Heaven above.  
Something of which we should 
also be mindful in this season of 
grace. 
   I know that this has not been 
the perfect year, what with the 
stock market being as it has 
been.  And I know that for some 
there is a season of uncertainty.  
We do not know what the econo-
my is going to do on any given 
day.  Inflation has brought higher 
fuel prices, as well as an increase 
in our everyday grocery and 
household expenses. 

   However, we are still among 
the most blessed of people.  
COVID has seemingly loosened its 
hold on our gatherings, and our 
psyches.  The politics of our land 
may seem a bit uncivil, but our 
faith in one another gives us 
promise that all will be well.  Pric-
es have increased, but most of us 
have more than we did when we 
first started out.  We know we are 
blessed far more than people in 
other lands. 
   And so I come reminding us not 
of the promises made yesterday, 
or last week.  I come reminding 
us that our promises are made 
because of our faith…our love for 
this church…our thanksgiving to 
God for God’s gifts of grace and 
salvation. 
   So, every November, to use 
Fitzgerald’s expression, it seems: 
“Life starts all over again…”  I 
come wishing you a blessed sea-
son, praying that God through His 
Son, Jesus, would bless your lives 
with good health and prosperity.  
And I come asking that you would 
with glad hearts share of the 
first-fruits from that which you 
have been blessed. And that you 
would do so with generous and 
grateful hearts because you know 
that this is your church and the 
vows you made came as a result 
of your faith in the Living God 
who has with joy blessed each of 
our lives. 
   Our Season of Stewardship will 
conclude with the bringing of your 
pledge on Sunday, 20 Novem-
ber-the Sunday before Thanks-
giving.  I am asking that you 
prayerfully consider your pledge 
and join with Mo and me in giving 
to your church.   Thank you so 
very much. 
 
Still in His Peace, 
Pastor William   
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Pumpkin Patch Thank You!! 

 To the congregation I want to extend my deepest thank you for all your 
support to keep the patch going every day. know I push everyone to the 
brink of collapse from over volunteerism when it comes to the patch, but I 
know our church can do it when we put our minds to it. that said, we have 
today and Monday to get through our season.  Please stop by to help! Check the Signup Geni-
us one last time for open spots. We are open through October 31st. November 1st, the Patch 
officially closes. No volunteers are needed to work the table! !!! need to be piled in one loca-
tion. People may leave a donation at the church office for pumpkins taken after October 31st. 

Farmers are welcome to take what they need. , if you want some don’t delay! down/Clean up 
is on November 12th.         

      —Angie Major, Pumpkin Patch Director 

Sunday School News 

"Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it."  

(Proverbs 22:6) 

We are continuing to learn about the life of Abraham and his family.  Then as the time gets closer to 

Christmas, we will be discussing the life of Jesus in the Elementary Sunday School.  We are also planning 

a little musical Christmas program for Sunday, December 11th and I plan on sending home two Christ-

mas songs for them to learn.  Can't wait for the cuteness!!   Please join us in Room 17 of the Pre-school 

wing.  The high school class is continuing "The Story" facilitated by Greg Gibson. If you are in 6th grade 

or higher, please join us in Room 2 of the main building.  We continue to be in need of Elementary Sun-

day School teachers.  If you have a heart for Jesus, please call Cheryle Shaffer at 910-620-5904 or email 

me at cashaffer12@yahoo.com.  Blessings, Cheryle Shaffer 

  May God bless you all, 

 Cheryle Shaffer, Sunday School Superintendent  

Upcoming Informational Meeting 

Tuesday, November 15th @ 6:30 pm  in the Sanctuary HUMC will host an informational meeting to 

all who wish to attend. This meeting is in regards to the disaffiliation/disassociation issue. Dr. Gray 

Southern, the Administrative Assistant to the Bishop, will be presiding.  
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MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

It’s hard to believe that the holidays are right around the corner.  MUNCH 

continues to serve around 110 elementary and middle school children.  In addi-

tion, our snack program at the high school is a huge success. 

 

People ask me if there are any particular food items we need.  One of the items we use the most is cereal.  

We try to send a box home every other week.  In case you haven’t noticed, cereal prices have skyrocketed 

(along with so many other things).  Fortunately there are some off-brands or store brands that are still 

fairly reasonable.  If you are considering a MUNCH purchase, cereal is always well received! 

 

Backpack Meal Items:  

• Cheerios, Oatmeal, or other low sugar cereals  

• Canned Pasta Sauce and dry Pasta  

• Canned Vegetables & Fruits, Individual Fruit Containers (low sugar/no refrigeration)  

• Plastic Jars of Peanut Butter and Jelly  

• Individual Packages of Peanut Butter Crackers and Cheese Crackers  

• Tuna and Chicken Helpers or store brand 

• Canned Tuna and Canned Chicken (to pair with item above) 

• Chunky Soups & Stews, Macaroni & Cheese  

• Canned Pastas (Spaghetti-O’s, mini-Ravioli’s, etc.) store brand is fine 

• 100% Fruit Juice (small cans or plastic bottles) “Reduced Sugar” and “Lower Sodium” are 

best! Please, NO glass containers. 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

         —Chip Davis, HUMC MUNCH BackPack Program Coordinator 

The Community Holiday Assistance Program serves children and families in our community and is an 

integral part of making the holiday season joyful for those who are less fortunate.  Many community church-

es and civic organizations participate in this program.  This year for Thanksgiving HUMC will be collecting 

monetary donations which will allow each family to receive a voucher to be used at Harris Teeter for a pre-

cooked holiday meal.  The estimated cost per meal will be $60 to $70.  Please have donations in by Sunday, 

November 6th.  Make checks payable to HUMC with “CHAP” in the memo line. 

Thanksgiving Community Holiday Assistance Program 

Thank you all for your help and attendance over the last few months, for our Food on Fourth 

Fellowship Meals.  Our fellowship meals will be on break through the rest of the year, but we 

look forward to our next gathering in January. 

Fellowship Food on Fourth 
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The Alternative Gift Market returns and will be available on November 20th, November 27th, and 
December 4th!  This is a wonderful way to honor someone you love with a gift to one of the  
following missions: 

• WARM whose mission is to repair, rebuild and make homes accessible to all family  
       members. 
• MUNCH a weekend food take home from school program. 
• Four C’s Food Pantry offering food and assistance to the needy in the name of Jesus. 
• Rotifunk Hospital Mission of Hope funds hospital and school operations in Sierra Leone. 
• Table of Grace serving good food and good news to the needy in our community. 
• Give 5 Read 5 Provides children in K - 3rd. Grade 5 books of their own to take home and 

read during the summer. 
• HUMC PRE SCHOOL will use these gifts for scholarships and or supplies. 
• Rotifunk Madonna Project provides prenatal and delivery care at the Rotifunk Hospital in 

Sierra Leone 

 

Thanks in advance for your support of these missions! 
 

      —Linda Dunn, Missions Director 

Chrismon Ornament Workshop a Success! 
A big shout out to Dee Colenda and Debbie Gouge for orchestrating and cutting out 60 ornaments for the work-

shop attendees to  decorate.  We also received the blessing of the story of the Chrismon and how each shape re-

flects Jesus.  It was a merry time enjoying fresh donuts, coffee and fellowship. 

Order your fresh flower Thanksgiving table arrangement! 
Feathers, gourds, pinecones and fresh greenery, roses, and various mums for your Thanksgiving Table!  They will 

be a beautiful visual for your centerpiece and will be available for pick-up at the church on Saturday, November 

19th and Sunday November 20th (right before Thanksgiving)  Check out the displays in the Narthex and or your 

table arrangement TODAY – 910-264-3864 or e-mail xhersizesellers@gmail.com. 

 

 

HUMC’s own FLORICULTURE- Call us if you have blooms or special foliage to share! 

(910-264-3864 Text or leave a message!)  Perpetual Sponsorships Even though you are auto-

matically signed up for this date you can still cancel it.  All we need is a 30-day notice to re-

lease the date you have reserved. If you have a special date that you would like to have each 

year, please contact the church office at 270-4648 along with your dedication and updated 

contact information.  Most all flowers are broken down from the Altar and delivered to those 

souls who are ill or needing a reminder of Christ’s love for each of us!  Open Dates for Spon-

sors: November 6th, 2 needed December 4th& 11th, 1 needed each date.  You may sign-up for 

any date at any time! 
 

 

Chrismon Ornament Workshop 

HUMC Missions 
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Cards & Letters... 
Hampstead UMC, 
 
On behalf of the Kentucky Conference and our Disaster Response Ministry, “Thank You.” 
 
Your heart and generosity are inspiring, and your financial contribution is truly making a difference. 
Your gift—along with others from across our Conference and beyond—are supporting our immediate 
efforts of sheltering, feeding, cleaning, and supporting volunteer teams for flooding victims in Ken-
tucky. As we move into a longer-term recovery phase, your gift will support our sustaining efforts to 
offer healing and rebuilding with survivors. 
 
Thank you again for your heartfelt donation. The Kentucky Conference and our Disaster Response 
Ministry appreciate your prayers and financial support. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Rev. David Garvin, Kentucky Conference Treasurer 

Dear HUMC, 

Please accept my heartfelt appreciation for your prayers, cards, flowers, and phone calls during the 
loss of my son, Steven and his wife, Margaret. This is and continues to be an unimaginable loss to me 
and my family. I am sad and continue to grieve as I look to my Church family for comfort and strength. 
I am truly blessed to be a part of this body of believers. Please continue to pray for Myrtle, my sis-
ter,as she continues to be under Hospice care. Many thanks to Pastor William for his prayers, calls 
and  visits during this difficult time. The reception after Steven's service was very much appreciated. 
God Bless you all. I love you. 

Janet Toedt 

“A Day Late... and a Thank You Short!!” 

I got back into town last month, hours before Script Shores came out, so I missed my more time-
ly opportunity to send out a “Thank You note to all!”  (So, please don’t let the lateness of this message 
reflect, in any way, the gratitude that comes packed with this note!) 

On behalf of Kevin and myself, as we all celebrated the culmination of our 21+ years working 
here at HUMC, I thank you for the generous Love Offering given by the congregation, the many kind-
nesses you wrote in our books, and for ALL that went into putting together the wonderful gathering 
after service on Sept. 4th!!  There just aren’t enough words to tell you how much you all mean to us, and 
for all the support you have shown over the years.  I am sincerely grateful for each and every one of 
you!  My cup runneth over! 

Love, thanks, and hugs to all,  Patti Rouse 
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Birthdays... Anniversaries... 

Altar Flowers... 

Date               Dedication 

 

November 13 Jim & Jackie James... 

         “In celebration of our 35th wedding anniversary.” 

  

November 13 Toddy Pullen... 

         “In celebration of Ed’s birthday.” 
 

November 20 Renee & Dale Dykhuizen... 

         “In loving memory of Pam Dykhuizen.” 
 

November 20 Linda Tedder... 

         “In loving memory of  my husband Mike.” 

November 27 Lou & Donna Kurtz... 

         “To honor God for all our blessings.” 

November 27 Shirleen Spencer... 

         “In loving memory of my mother on her birthday.” 

Raymond & Jaime Alberti November 06 

David & Lee Ann DeCair November 09 

William & Mo Holliday November 11 

Jeff & Jackie James November 14 

Tony & Sally Jo Capozio November 19 

Jesse & Hope Mintz November 19 

John & Ginny Cockrum November 21 

Dean & Brenda Batson November 26 

Fred & Lea Lear November 27 

Phillip Davis November 01 

Pat Skipper November 01 

Tim Smals November 01 

David Cornett November 02 

Susan Forbes November 02 

Linda Tedder November 02 

Candice LoPresti November 03 

Jean Lea November 04 

Ryan O’Janpa November 04 

Russ Reams November 06 

Mo Holliday November 08 

Emma Martin November 09 

Terrie Tracy November 09 

Kathy Williams November 09 

Marjorie Mallard November 10 

Dal Tomlinson November 10 

Mal Myers November 11 

Kenneth LaBree November 13 

Ed Pullen November 13 

Thaya Walker November 15 

Tanner Strong November 16 

Cody Carlson November 17 

Ginny Cockrum November 21 

Ed Dunn November 22 

Sandy VanNess November 22 

Dottie Webb November 22 

David Grigg November 25 

Patty Smith November 25 

Danny Pope November 26 

Caryn Sutton November 26 

Kristin Lund November 27 

Butch Parrish November 27 

Halley Bellamy November 29 

Linda Carlsen November 30 

Steven Culp November 30 

Wayne Flanders November 30 

Delores Riley November 30 


