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William’s Wanderings 
“Then I saw a 
new heaven and 
a new earth, for 
the first heaven 
and the first 
earth had 
passed away, 
and the sea was 
no more…” 

                       Revelation 21:1-2 
 
   So, I had a friend of mine bring 
up the Book of Revelation: 
“William, do you ever preach 
on Revelation?” he asked. 
   “Well, sure,” said I. 
   “I would like to hear that 
sometime,” he responded. 
   I’m not sure why a message 
from Revelation means so much, 
but for four Sundays in May the 
letter from John to the “Seven 
Churches of Asia” will take the 
center stage as I seek to honor a 
friend’s request.  
   I think that part of the intrigue 
is that Revelation’s obscure and 
extravagant imagery has produced 
any number of interpretations from 
those who have written books 
and/or sermons.  Some of the  
writings have, to be sure, been a 
bit more than frightening, I am 
sure. 
   Personally, I have never seen 
Revelation that way.  I see it as a 
book that does exactly what the 
text in Greek implies: It unveils. 
   You see, I find Revelation  
rather comforting for the Christian.  
And, frankly, it reaffirms my faith; 
for I know that no matter what 
comes my way: Jesus sits on the 
Throne. 
   And heaven?  Well, I see it as 
more than what hymns have  
suggested when in their words 
they have spoken of a place with 
pearly gates and streets paved 

with gold.  I’m a Sawyer Brown 
kind of guy-I like the dirt road. 
   I love the way that 14th century 
English Christian mystic, Margery 
Kempe, described heaven.   
   Kempe wrote, “No one can 
earn My free gifts.  Accept 
them humbly and be thankful.  
Be patient when I withdraw 
them.  Don’t ever give up.  Stay 
confident until you receive 
them again.  Tears of repent-
ance, spiritual alertness, and 
compassion are My best gifts.  
They are treasures without 
equal anywhere on earth. 
   “And remember-whatever 
happens-wherever God is 
found, that’s where heaven is.  
God is in your soul.  Angels  
surround you.  They guard you 
day and night.  When you go to 
church, I go with you.  When 
you sit at supper, I’m at your 
side.  When you go to bed, I 
get under the covers with you.  
When you go out of town, I 
travel with you even then. 
   “…no child was ever as  
attentive and as ready to 
please his parent as I am ready 
to listen and please you.  Let 
me help you.  I’ll protect you 
every step of the way. 
   “My grace works much like 
My sun does on earth.  You 
know how sometimes the sun 
shines brightly and on those 
days everyone enjoys its warm 
rays.  On other days, however, 
the sun is hidden behind the 
clouds, and it isn’t seen all day 
long; but, remember, its  
brightness and warmth are still 
there.” 
   Stay encouraged.   
   Stay faithful. 

 

Still in His Peace, 
Pastor William 
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Music Notes 

May Greetings to all! 

 

I can’t help but think of this “riddle”...learned in Elementary school, as this time rolls around each 

year...so here goes!  (Like you’ve never heard this before!) 

  If April showers bring May flowers.... what do May flowers bring?   

    (Get ready for the groan!) .....Pilgrims!!  (Ba-dum-bump!)   

Well... it also brings the choir back into play after a little “hiccup” in April, for our Easter ser-

vices!!!  So, I want to let you know that on the first Sunday in May, the EASTER CHOIR will be 

singing their EASTER ANTHEMS at the 11:00 service!  We were not going to let our practices go to 

waste!  And William assured me that we are still considered to be in the season of Easter, so we 

are good to go!!  Jesus has risen, and we are going to reaffirm that proclamation!  I hope you all 

can be present to hear these 2 uplifting songs (the 2nd of which happens to be my all-time favorite, 

“O What a Glorious Day!”)!!! 
 

May 8th is Mother’s Day, and we will be singing a tribute to all our mothers, wherever they may be, 

and especially to those who “start children off in the way they should go, so even when they are 

old, they will not stray from it.” 
 

May 15th is Baccalaureate Sunday for Topsail High School graduates!  Members of a number of 

choirs (ours included) will be gathering to sing a special song for this service for the 2022 grads!!  
 

May 22nd, we sing one of our favorite anthems, “Shine On Us!”  It’s a moving song that just brings 

chills! Powerful!  We love it! 
 

May 29th, we have one service at 10:00 and we will be singing a “Carol of Unity.”  Not only does it 

go with the theme of William’s sermon (I hope!), but it is something we could certainly use at this 

time, isn’t it?! 
 

There’s lots of music coming your way, Pilgrims!  We hope to see you in church!   

Yours in Song, 

Patti 
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 What makes you proud to #BeUMC? 

 

#BeUMC honors the core values that connect the people of The United Methodist Church 

(The UMC). This grassroots campaign, built upon powerful stories of congregations and 

people living their faith, celebrates what draws us to The UMC and what we aspire to be. 

 

The UMC is founded on a Wesleyan theology of grace, anchored in Scripture, and based in the life and 

teachings of Jesus Christ and the continuing movement of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Share your story! The full story of The UMC reflects all of our interwoven experiences. Consider our  

common roots and your answer to the question, “Why am I United Methodist?” Then, post a video, photo or 

written testimony on your preferred social media platform – don’t forget to use the hashtag #BeUMC. 
 

            —Steve Calarco, Lay Leader 

Lay Leader:  How United Methodists are Present in Ukraine 

Congregational Care Ministry (CCM) 

The Congregation Care Ministry (CCM), has been very busy over the past several months.   

Many thanks for all the team work that has contributed to meals, cards, phone calls and Memorial  

luncheons that have been provided.  What an amazing group of folks, including all the help we  

receive from the Church men who help with set-up and break down 

for Memorial events. Hampstead United Methodist Church is cer-

tainly a Christian outreach to our members and Community.  We 

have received Thanks from Duffus/LoRusso family and also from the 

Long family for our help and caring concern. 

  Blessings to all, 

  Loretta Greenough, CCM Coordinator 

HUMC Office Announcement 

HUMC’s administrative assistant will be out of the office from May 14th through May 23rd and will be  
unreachable during this time.  The bulletins for May 15th and May 22nd will be completed ahead of 
time, and will be printed on May 12th.  If you have anything you would like to include in any of these 
bulletins, please email or call the church office.  If you have any questions or calendar dates that 
need to be addressed during this time, please contact the office no later than May 9th. Thank you 
for your understanding and patience during my absence.   

            —Lacy Quehl, Administrative Assistant 
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Sunday School News 

What?  May already??? 

 

"Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from 

it."  —Proverbs 22:6   

 

We had a very encouraging April with 13 children showing up on Palm Sunday to finish our Resurrec-

tion Eggs.  Special thanks to Jeanne Reinman, Kelly Flynn and Lully Johnson for all their help for such a  

successful month.  We also have good news that Kelly Flynn has agreed to become a full time teacher 

with the pre-K and first and second graders.  We are still working out the logistics, but we are looking 

forward to having her help us.  Mrs. Treena Wolfenbarger will be our teacher for May.  The Youth are 

finishing up their series on the Bible Study, "Believe" and we are looking for our next best study.  Stay 

tuned!  

  

Blessings to you and yours.  If you are interested in helping us as a 

Sunday School teacher please email me at cashaffer12@yahoo.com 

or call 910-620-5904.    

  

            —Cheryle Shaffer,  

   Sunday School Superintendent  
 

Preschool News 
There are only a few weeks left of the 2021-2022 preschool year.  Our End of 

Year Celebration will be held on Thursday, May19 at 9:30 am.  All of the classes 

will perform and our 16 Pre-K children will graduate.  We welcome all of our 

church family and friends to attend this special event. 

 

As always, the end of year is a bitter sweet time for the staff and me.  We have loved and nurtured 

our children as if they were our own since last August.  The best part about the completion of any 

school year is seeing how much our children have grown and knowing how much they’ve learned.  

The worst part is having to let them go.  Some just for the summer and they’ll be back next fall;   

however, our pre-k children will leave their preschool family behind as they go off to “the big 

school” for kindergarten.  We are so blessed to have been a part of the beginning of their  

educational journey. 

 

All classes for the 2022-2023 school year are full.  Waiting lists have been created  for each class.   

For more information about the preschool, please contact us by email at  

humcpreschool@hampsteadumc.org or phone at 910-270-3388.  We will be closed for summer! 

       

         Peace and prayers, 

         Judy Lane 



 

 

Martha’s Kitchen 

Happy Easter and a welcome of Spring from Martha's Kitchen. Martha 

hasn't been too busy this winter, but we have sent some meals to some 

of our members. We are now keeping meals (casseroles, etc.) in the 

freezer in the FLC, so if you would like to deliver one, there are several 

ready now. I have also bought freezer-type containers for the food as 

the plastic ones we have been using don't hold up. Just look in the  

pantry for them marked “Martha's Kitchen.”  

 

If you are making some food, please date it and give an idea of what the ingredients are since we have 

many food issues. Let Nancy Davis (nancyd2855@gmail.com) or Dixie Hampel (dixiecup46@yahoo.com) 

know if you see a need for someone, not just our members but others in the community that may just  

enjoy a meal made by one of us. It can even be a simple dessert—just to let people know we are thinking 

of them and praying for their good health.  

 

        Thank you so much and God bless, 

        Dixie Hampel 
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Cards & Letters... 

Dear HUMC Family, 
Jack and I want to thank you for your continuing  
prayers, cards, food, beautiful flowers, a beautiful 
prayer shawl, visits and the love you have shown 
us during my recent hospital stay and recuperating 
at home. 
   Love to All, 
   Ann Todd & Jack Loveless 

Dear Christian Brothers & Sisters, 
Thank you so much for your prayers, food, visits, flowers and expressions of love. The 
recent, unexpected loss of my sister was made easier by the support of my HUMC  
family.  May God bless each and every one of you. 
         —Janet Toedt 
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Birthdays... Anniversaries... 

Altar Flowers... 
Date              Dedication 

May 1    Brenda Sellers... 

         “In celebration of Ethel Campbell’s 70th birthday  

   and our 50 year friendship.” 

May 1    HUMC Church Family... 

         “In honor of Patti Rouse, Kevin Kolb, and the  

   dedicated members of our Easter Choir for their 

   beautiful music.” 

May 8  Tim Rootes... 

                     “In loving memory of Cheryl for 50 years of support:  

  ‘Your wings were ready, my heart was not’.” 

May 8  Tom Burns... 

                      “In loving memory of my sister, Sharleen, on  

    her birthday.” 

May 15 Dianne Putnam... 

           “In loving memory of my mom Arlene Elliott.” 

May 15 Mike & Carrie Johnson... 

           “In celebration of our 15th wedding anniversary  

   on May 19th.” 

May 22 Janet Toedt... 

           “In loving memory of Lynn Toedt’s birthday and  

   our wedding anniversary.” 

May 22 Dianne Putnam... 

           “In celebration of the many blessings of our HUMC 

   church family.” 

 

 Name Date 

 Craig & Linda Carlson May 03 

 Ron & Keely Holmes May 16 

 Jeff & Ashley Gore May 15 

 Tracy & Diane Lane May 16 

 Ric & Linda Nipper May 18 

 Mike & Carrie Johnson May 19 

 Jim & Cindy McLeod May 21 

 Drew & Lacy Quehl May 21 

 Roy & Patsy Matthews May 27 

 Keane & Alison Bellamy May 28 

Carolyn Taylor   May 01 

Jody Farmer   May 03 

Raymond Alberti  May 05 

David Major   May 05 

Patrick Miller   May 05 

Katie Sarvis   May 05 

Betsy Williams   May 05 

Nicole Thomas    May 06 

John Williams   May 06 

Toddy Pullen   May 09 

Michael Gilgo   May 12 

Ashley Gore   May 13 

Carolyn Justice    May 13 

Ashley Pooch   May 14 

Ashley Woodfill  May 15 

Maria Thomas   May 16 

Jackson Jones   May 17 

Kat McIntyre   May 17 

Dennis Southerland  May 17 

Laura TerBeek   May 17 

Wendy Purser   May 18 

Larry Rieman   May 20 

Ash Weaver   May 20 

Jessica Hord   May 21 

Brooke Jones   May 22 

Alexa Tomlinson   May 22 

Joe Bridger   May 23 

Samuel Graves   May 23 

Barbara Warner  May 23 

Isabelle Gibson   May 25 

Steve Flowers   May 26 

Gil Gouge   May 26 

Harris Purser   May 26 

Larry David   May 27 

Clayton Lane    May 27 

Buddy Rogers   May 28 

Wes Dorsett   May 29 

Collin Radley    May 29 

Allison Williams  May 29 

Jacob Bolin   May 30 

Fletcher Cockrum  May 30 

Cindy McLeod   May 31 

Jim Witmer     May 31 


