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Skip’s Scoop 

 Grace and peace!  I normally don’t get too excited or passionate 
about “NEW” interpretations and ideas—I find that the OLD ones give 
me enough trouble/concerns/ questions already!  
 And this certainly applies to Scriptures. There have been many 
brilliant minds of the past. And there were many who lived MUCH clos-
er to the Gospel happenings than we are today! If these elite Biblical 
scholars had issues with Scripture (which they obviously have), then who 
am I?!  So I tend either to shy away from new interpretations, or look 
with a fairly jaundiced eye at folks today who say “Well, I know that’s 
what you’ve always BELIEVED it meant, but let ME tell you what it 
REALLY means!” 
 Having said all that, I ran into an idea the other day that just 
simply sounds right! It matches up with typical human reactions and re-
sponses to amazing and exciting events! And that is in reference to the 
passages in which the women run to tell the disciples that they have seen 
the post-resurrection Lord Jesus! (Matthew 28:8,  Mark 16:9, Luke 
24:8, and John 22:18)  All of these, in one way or another, indicate that 
the woman or women went and said “I/we have seen the Lord!” That 
just seems a bit subdued for me! I think the words should have been a 
little more excited, breathless, awe-filled!  
 What kind of response are you willing to accept? What do you 
hear when a kick returner “takes it to the house” (end zone to end 
zone)?! Or when a child is accepted to the first choice of colleges?  Or 
NC State fans, in goggle-eyed disbelief as Lorenzo Charles laid back in 
the “pass” (yeah, right!) from Derrick Wittenburg in the 1983 NCAA 
championship game against Houston?  Okay, okay, for every time Mi-
chael Jordan ever TOUCHED a basketball!?  I refuse to accept that Mary 
Magdalene and the other women weren’t AT LEAST that excited!  
 I actually came across someone who wrote it like I think it should 
have been said!  And I confess, I’ve been looking back through all of my 
scripture research well before Easter, and for the life of me I can’t find 
the original author! So this isn’t totally mine, except for story line ampli-
fications. I take no credit for it at all, just absolute agreement! Here goes 
(John 20: 18)! 

Continued on next page... 
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 “Mary backed slowly away from the Risen Lord, not wanting to take her eyes off of Him!  She broke 
into a stumbling run. An unbidden, keening wail of joy, like that of a softly whistling tea kettle, began to push 
from her throat, ending in hysterical laughter! She coughed, finally running out of breath from the sound and 
from running up and down the hilly path.  As if to herself,  and between gasps for air,  words flew!  ‘He– DID  
it!    He-- (gasp)  --  REALLY  --  DID  it!’  Down another lane shaking her head, and through some hedges, ‘--  
SAID  He  would – (gasp!) --  come  back  (sucking air) –  but  nobody --  BELIE –  BELIEVED  Him!’   
 Arriving at the door, she banged on it like a bill collector! ‘PETER! SIMON Peter—you come open this 
DOOR this MINUTE! You ain’t gon’ BELIEVE this!  He  DID  it!  He’s BACK!  I  SAW  Him--  an’ I don’t 
care if you DON’T believe me!’ ”  
 That’s how I think it would have happened! And WE should be reacting to the good news just like Mary 
Magdalene does— especially when we realize He did it all for US! 
 Come, Holy Spirit!    See you on the website this Sunday!      
          God Bless,  

                                                       Skip  

Skip’s Scoop Continued... 

Friendship Circle 

The circle will not meet in May, surprise, surprise! I hope everyone is doing well and staying at the social 

distance. 

Please continue to pray for our country, medical teams and all who are working during this very trying 

time.  I hope we will be able to continue Fall meetings. Blessings to all our Church family.  Have a safe and 

Happy Memorial Day. 

God Bless America. 

          —Loretta Greenough 

MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

Our MUNCH Ministry remains in limbo.  Since schools are still closed, we have 

set up a delivery system in the HUMC parking lot.  We are distributing backpack 

meals from there every other Wednesday. 

 

We are doubling the amount of food we normally would send home.  By distrib-

uting every other week, we hope we are limiting social contact as much as possible. 

 

Many thanks to the folks who have donated food over the last few weeks!  I won’t call you out by name but you know 

who you are.  Thanks!!! 

 

Keep all our church families, our MUNCH families, and all those who are impacted by this virus situation in your pray-

ers! 

         —Chip Davis, HUMC MUNCH BackPack Program Coordinator 
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Music Notes 

Musical May Greetings!!!  And if you don’t believe me… just step outside and listen to all the love-

ly songs the birds are singing!!!  Magnificent creation!! 

 

Well, here we are….Week…what?!  29?...  of this “Social Distancing?!”  Ok… not 29… it just feels 

like it!  It also feels a bit like Bill Murray’s Ground Hog Day, doesn’t it?!  We must look at the 

bright side!  Some things have progressed during this time!  You’ve seen the pictures of the new 

Fellowship Hall, and that KITCHEN!  (It ALWAYS makes Skip smile when THAT room is men-

tioned!!)  The church’s transformation has been a marvel…from the sanctuary, to the offices, to 

lights that come on in the rooms when you enter, and off when you leave!  (That kind of freaked 

me out the first time that happened!  I wasn’t expecting that!) 

 

And just last week, my storage unit was emptied of its musical contents, and returned to the 

church!   The grand piano is GRAND once again, and the practice piano is awaiting our folks to 

come back and practice again!  They’re both tuned up and ready to go!  The Choir Room is kind of 

a wreck right now, with all the OTHER baggage that came back as well, but all that will get put 

away in due time!!!  Baby steps!!!  Hey!  On Saturday, my (infamous*) pool table was finally ex-

cavated of all the things that had been piled on it since Sept. 13th, 2018!!  Did you know that if 

you dig deep enough, a pool table actually has GREEN FELT on it?!  (My pool table is infamous* to 

those in my music groups, as they know that it is the catch-all for music at Christmas and Easter…

and sometimes “lingers” there for a length of time!  But THIS was the granddaddy of ALL linger-

ing!  19 months of not seeing that fine “greenery!” 

 

As you know, currently we are having service at 10AM on Saturday mornings, maintaining the “no 

more than 10” rule.  I must commend Skip on being able to be videoed in one long “take” and not 

flub up!  It’s all I can do to just try to get through the song I’m singing (and not trip during my 

hasty entrance and exit!)!  Oh!  And in this current environment, the timing is TERRIBLE for a per-

son who has spring allergies and a raspy voice, besides the slight clearing of my throat that I al-

ways have to do all year ‘round!  If I’m in a store and do that now?!  I have literally seen people 

turn and “hastily walk” (jog/trot/canter/run!) in the other direction!!!  I am the walking pariah!  

Very sad!  (Kinda funny…but sad!)   

 

One day, hopefully soon, all this craziness will be over, and we will be able to be together again, 

and I hope and pray that the art of hugging and talking and laughing together will not be a lost 

art, having devolved into what “they” would now call the “new normal!”  (I despise that phrase!  

Sorry!  “There ain’t nothin’ NORMAL about it!”  And you can quote me on that!  (Man!  I want a 

smile-emoji here!!!!) haha  

 

Soap Box aside… Stay well!  Stay sane…as sane as most of us can be!  And hang onto the thought 

that it won’t be as long as it has been, before we are all back together!! 
 

Yours in Song! 

Patti  



 

 

Altar Flower Guild 

“Brodie, don’t you want to help me find some straight sticks for our chimes? “   “No Cha, I just want to 

pick these beautiful yellow flowers for my Mom (dandelions)”  Oh really, why do you want them for your 

Mom?”  “Because I love her so much . . .”    Happy Mother’s Day! 

 

How marvelous God’s gift of flowers translates to the affection of a young boy to his Mom.   It also translates 

a way that our Flower Guild members, supported by the generosity of our sponsors, are able to present to God 

the most beautiful flowers we can create honoring our love for Him.  We continue to be blessed by nature’s 

beauty soothing the harsh reality of our current health and human crisis. We still honor our celebrations, birth-

day milestones, Saints grounded in giving and those no longer with us.  

 

Our Flower Guild remains honored to build arrangements to grace our altar, whether we worship “live” or “on- 

line”.  Our gardens have proved to be an extended support as we have suspended sponsors until we are able to 

worship together again.  If you have something blooming that you would like to donate, please contact Brenda 

Sellers 910-264-3864 and let us know a good time to come and cut, pick up, or  receive you garden dona-

tion.  The blooms only need hold up for 24 hours as home deliveries have been cancelled at this time.   

 

Available Sponsorships (even though you sign up you will not be charged unless we are back in our Sanctu-

ary).  May 31st, June 28th, July 26th, August 30th, September 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th.   We are currently planning 

one arrangement on the Altar each week. 

 

Standing on the promises of Christ my king, 

through eternal ages let his praises ring; 

glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 

standing on the promises of God. 

 

We remain, Standing on the Promises of God 

B. Sellers and C. McLeod 
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All Aboard!  HUMC Vacation Bible School 

BOXES INTO TRAINS 

We are preparing  for  “The Rocky Railway” VBS program July 27-31, 2020 it’s message is 
“Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through”.  The Theme will be illustrated in a mountain train environ-
ment, so we need some Trains or train cars.  If you can get your “Stay-at-home” kids to assist 
with our props it would be greatly appreciated.  We need boxes to look like train cars. The boxes 
can be as small as a Kleenex Tissue box or as large as you have room to store it until June 1st.  
There are lots of ideas on Pinterest, or just search “The Rocky Railway” on the web.  Each of our 
12 crews will need a “train car” to help locate their spot.  We will also be collecting food for 
MUNCH and will need boxes that look like train cars to hold the donations. There should be a 
spot for each of your creations and we look forward to seeing your ideas.  Questions contact Peg-
gy Harris e-mail:  7tricks@gmail.com 

           —Peggy Harris  
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Tentative General Conference Dates Publicized 

After the pandemic-caused postponement, the new prospective dates for The United Methodist Church’s 

General Conference are Aug. 31-Sept. 10, 2021.The Council of Bishops disclosed the proposed dates, includ-

ing a Council of Bishops meeting starting Aug. 26, in an email to its members and other church leaders. The 

proposed dates also were discussed among delegates of at least one jurisdictional conference in late March. 

General Conference organizers have not confirmed the dates. 

 

Previously, the organizers announced that they resolved to keep the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly 

in the Minneapolis Convention Center. General Conference was originally scheduled to meet at the conven-

tion center May 5-15 of this year. With the legislative assembly on the calendar, other church gatherings also 

will get new dates. 

 

The Council of Bishops said that once the General Conference dates are official, new dates will be announced 

for the five jurisdictional conferences —simultaneous meetings where new U.S. bishops are elected. The ju-

risdictional conferences, originally scheduled for July, are now on hold. 

 

The seven central conferences — church regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines — also are reschedul-

ing their meetings and bishop elections. Still to be determined is what the delay in bishop elections means for 

bishops who were to retire this year. The Council of Bishops plans to have a virtual meeting on April 29-May 

1. 

 

The yearlong postponement of General Conference is unprecedented, according to the United Methodist 

Commission on Archives and History.The United Methodist Church and its predecessor bodies typically have 

held a General Conference at least every four years since 1792. The Methodist Episcopal Church 

South replaced General Conference with a two-day informal meeting in 1862 during the turmoil of the U.S. 

Civil War, but it continued its meeting as scheduled in May 1918, the early days of the influenza pandemic.    

However, organizers had to postpone the 2020 General Conference after the Minneapolis Convention Center 

canceled events into May to reduce the spread of the coronavirus. The shutdown would have affected the first 

five days of 10-day gathering. 

 

Copied from UMC.org 

Steve Calarco, Lay Leader 
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Birthdays... Anniversaries... 

Altar Flowers... 

Date              Dedication 

May 3 Tim & Cheryle Rootes... 

        “In celebration of our 48th wedding anniversary.” 

May 10 Ed & Toddy Pullen... 

         “In celebration of Toddy’s birthday and   

 in memory of our mothers.” 

May 17 Jim & Cindy McLeod... 

         “To the Glory of God and in celebration of  

 our wedding anniversary.” 

May 24 Janet Toedt... 

          “In honor of Lynn Toedt’s birthday and in celebration 

 of our wedding anniversary.” 

 

Carolyn Taylor   May 1 

Jody Farmer   May 3 

Katie Weaver   May 3 

Raymond Alberti  May 5 

David Major   May 5 

Patrick Miller   May 5 

Katie Sarvis   May 5 

Betsy Williams   May 5 

Nicole Thomas    May 6 

Alice Lee   May 9 

Sharolyn Schwiesow  May 10 

Michael Gilgo   May 12 

Ashley Gore   May 13 

Carolyn Justice    May 13 

Michael Willman  May 13 

Ashley Pooch   May 14 

Ashley Woodfill  May 15 

Maria Thomas   May 16 

Jackson Jones   May 17 

Kat McIntyre   May 17 

Dennis Southerland  May 17 

Laura TerBeek   May 17 

Wendy Purser   May 18 

Matt Gilgo   May 19 

Larry Rieman   May 20 

Ash Weaver   May 20 

Jessica Hord   May 21 

Brooke Jones   May 22 

Alexa Tomlinson   May 22 

Joe Bridger   May 23 

Jean Stoudenmire   May 23 

Isabelle Gibson   May 25 

Steve Flowers   May 26 

Gil Gouge   May 26 

Harris Purser   May 26 

Larry David   May 27 

Clayton Lane    May 27 

Buddy Rogers   May 28 

Wes Dorsett   May 29 

Collin Radley    May 29 

Jacob Bolin   May 30 

Fletcher Cockrum  May 30 

Cindy McLeod   May 31 

Jim Witmer     May 31 

Chase Woodfill    May 31 

 Name Date 

 Craig & Linda Carlson May 03 

 Tim & Cheryl Rootes May 06 

 Jim & Kay Williams May 09 

 Jeff & Ashley Gore May 15 

 Tracy & Diane Lane May 16 

 Ric & Linda Nipper May 18 

 Jim & Cindy McLeod May 21 

 Drew & Lacy Quehl May 21 

 Keane & Alison Bellamy May 28 


