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William’s Wanderings 
“And Jesus, full 
of the Holy Spir-
it, returned from 
the Jordan and 
was led by the 
Spirit into the 
desert and was 
tempted.”   

—Luke 4:1 

   I said to Mo the other day that 
“spring was in the air.”  It was a 
beautiful, atypically warm day, so 
I, being the optimist that I am, de-
clared that those cold winter nights 
were soon to be behind us.  Of 
course, I should note that the next 
day brought temperatures in the 
low thirties.  (I said I was an opti-
mist, not a meteorologist.) 
   However, spring is just around 
the corner, my friends, and with it 
comes the church season of Lent-
everyone’s favorite time of the 
church year.  I know!  No one re-
ally likes Lent.  I mean who wants 
to give up something they really 
enjoy?  Yet, Lent comes soon to 
dwell with the faithful Chris-
tian…because Lent only really af-
fects those who take it serious 
enough to make the Lenten sacri-
fice, if we are honest with our-
selves. 
   The typical first Sunday of Lent 
begins with the Temptation of 
Jesus.  Jesus emerges from the 
Jordan and Satan is prepared to 
pounce.  The Father has declared 
from heaven’s throne that Jesus is 
the beloved Son.  Of course, Jesus 
knows this.  John Shea has said, 
“Before you know who you are, 
you just have options.  Once 
you know who you are, you can 
be tested.”  Jesus knows He is 
beloved, so now the Spirit leads 
Him into the desert to be tested. 
   I know!  It doesn’t seem right.  
But that is only because we think 

in terms of Satan striking at our 
own weakness, I suppose. 
   But let’s remember that as Satan 
tempts Jesus he is really hitting at 
the core of Jesus and His mission.  
In the liturgy for the Lord’s Sup-
per we are told that Jesus fed the 
hungry.  In the Temptations of 
Jesus we are reminded that he 
himself will need that bodily nour-
ishment that we take for granted.  
Jesus had times when he was hun-
gry, my friends, just like you and 
me. 
   The hymn declares that Jesus 
will rule the nations because He is 
the eternal King of glory, but you 
and me?  Well, we needed for Je-
sus to have walked the same dirt 
paths that we walk.  We needed 
Jesus to experience what it is like 
to be human. 
   And that “throw yourself off 
the Temple” moment?  We know 
that God would have sent God’s 
angels, but what we needed was 
for Jesus to walk down from the 
edge of that roof, just as you and I 
would. 
   Lent is a reminder to us that Je-
sus has been where we are.  
Every day we are tempted to have 
our spiritual hunger satisfied with 
something other than God’s word.  
Every day people bow before false 
gods and take the easy way.  If 
you don’t agree, then put away 
your Smartphone for 40 days.  I 
mean: most people can’t even go 
to a restaurant without having it 
on the table and, thus, they miss 
out on the intimacy of conversa-
tion.  
   Spring is coming, my friends.  
So, too, is the season of Lent-that 
moment to define who we are as 
the faithful.    
 

Still in His Peace, 

Pastor William 



 

 

Sunday School News 

"Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it."   

—Proverbs 22:6. 
 

Lent will start off with Ash Wednesday on March 2nd.  We will include a special activity of making Resurrec-

tion Eggs during lent.  I will be teaching in March and Miss Jeanne will finish up in April.  Our lessons will con-

tinue on the life of Jesus.  The youth will continue their series on "Believe" facilitated by Greg Gibson.  We are 

still looking for help with teaching the Elementary students.  If you are willing to help, please contact Cheryle 

Shaffer at 910-620-5904 or cashaffer12@yahoo.com. 

        Blessings to all of you, Cheryle Shaffer 

HUMC Missions 

The Missions Team has started this year off right.  We held our first meeting of the year on February 1. 

Peggy Harris has been working very hard collecting money and books for the “Give 5 - Read 5” project. At the 

end of the school year every second grade student in Pender County will be Given 5 books of their own to 

take home to read during the summer. There is a need for some non-fiction books. 

Debbie Musolino and Ruth Sheaffer are working to collect underwear and socks for the Methodist Home for 

Children. Sizes for both adults and children are needed. 

Shirleen Spencer and her team are preparing to open our Table of Grace. We have placed flyers at 4’Cs and at 

Livingstones Tabernacle. 

Our purpose is to offer “Good Food and Good News” for those in our community in need. 

Please be in prayer for this outreach. 

     Thank you, Linda Dunn 

We will meet on March 7th at 2:00 PM in rm. 5/6 at the church.  We hope to see you there!  

        Loretta Greenough,  910-270-2060 

“Give Five—Read Five” 

 March 27
th

 is the final collection day for books and monetary donations for gifts 

to second graders this school year.  New and gently used books are accepted but 

need to be from the approved book lists.  Thank you to all who are supporting 

this mission of outreach to all Pender County Second Graders.   

Contact: Peggy Harris to volunteer: 270-4780, Email: littlerr1952@gmail.com 

Friendship Circle 
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Lay Leader Message 

Scripture Lesson; Luke 11:4, “and forgive us our sins for 

we ourselves forgive every one who is indebted  to us, and lead us not into temptation”. RSV 

 

Wednesday, March 2, begins the season of Lent, a time the church sets aside each year to help us prepare for 

Easter. During Lent, we remember how God forgives us for all we do wrong, our sin. In the Lord’s Prayer,   

Jesus connects God’s forgiveness of us with our forgiveness of others. We are to forgive in the same way we 

have been forgiven. 

 

Forgiveness is sometimes misunderstood. When we forgive another we are not saying it is okay that they hurt 

us. Instead, we are deciding to let go of the hurt. When we do, we allow God to heal us and make us feel  

better. 

 

 Think about a time when you were forgiven. How did you feel? 

 Think about a time when you forgave someone. How did that make you feel? 

 Why do you think forgiveness is important? 

 

During the Lenten season be in prayer for our church family. Thank God for forgiving you and pray that God 

grants you the courage to forgive others. Through the years Christians have decided to “give something up for 

Lent”. My suggestion is rather than give something up add something new to your Christian discipline for 

Lent. Examples might include: setting more time for prayer, increase your bible study time, plan to attend all of 

the Easter services, etc. Or you may have additional ideas. Whatever you choose be consistent and dedicated 

to a new routine. 

        —Steve Calarco, Lay Leader 

Methodist Home for Children Collection 

The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a collection of much needed clothing for 
LOCAL Children in the Methodist Home for Children program.  We will be  
collecting the following items from Sunday, March 6 through Sunday, March 20 
in boxes located in the Narthex and the Family Life Center. 
 
T-Shirts, Sweat Pants, Socks, and Underwear: any sizes are welcome but the 
greatest need is for Adult Sizes Small, Medium, Large, X-Large and XX – Large 
for the teens girls and boys. 
 
Thank you for your generosity and love.  It is so appreciated.  
        —Debbie Musolino (910) 352-5129 or  

         Ruth Shaeffer (910) 508-1730  

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/what-is-lent-and-why-does-it-last-forty-days
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/united-methodist-beliefs-sin
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-lords-prayer-the
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Music Notes 

Musical Greetings, Folks!! 

 

The Lenten season is officially upon us, beginning March 2nd, with the Ash Wednesday ser-

vice at 7:00pm.  The Chancel Choir will be singing a deeply moving song, “A Clean Heart,” 

for this special service.  And, while the Chancel Choir will be singing for the month of 

March, the EASTER CHOIR will be practicing 5 songs for Holy Week in April!!!   

 

Easter Choir packets have yet to be prepared...SO....IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PAR-

TICIPATE IN THE EASTER CHOIR.... (Notice the bigger, ALL-CAPS!!), please contact 

me immediately and let me know of your desire to do so..... like... NOW!!    I can’t read 

minds, and I cannot hear you singing from your seats in the congregation, so you actually 

have to let me KNOW you would like to participate!!!  So...This is your personal invitation!!  

We would LOVE to have the Choir Loft filled with singers for this year’s Holy Week! 

 

On Sunday, March 13th, remember to Spring Ahead one hour!  (There’s a unique embar-

rassment showing up an hour late, thinking you’re right on time…  But it’s always fun to 

watch! Tee hee!)  

 

Spring officially arrives March 20th!  After the cold days of February, with still a few more 

promised for March, stay healthy and warm my friends, and don’t let the March winds blow 

you away! 

 

Yours in Song, 

Patti 

 

Contact me: 

910-619-1705 

roushous@gmail.com 

Thank you!! 

mailto:roushous@gmail.com
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 Recently I found myself seeing a church marque with a statement that I once held to 
heart AND even repeated to others. I found to be struggling through some dilemma 
of sorts: “God will not give you more than you can handle”. With this being said, 
and displayed in front of a church, it started me to wondering; Job suffered terribly 
and kept God in the forefront of his thoughts despite what others told him. Paul and Silas were flogged and 
imprisoned, but prayed aloud and sang hymns while other prisoners listened intently. They even remained 
there after an earthquake allowed them a means of escape. Personally, I fell to my knees beside my wife as 
she lay semi-conscience on the floor and confessed, “God, I don’t know what to do.” To which, blinders 
seemed to be removed and I did what was needed to get Karen where she needed to be.  All Glory be to 
God! 

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing. John 15:5 NRSV 

 If we insist on allowing God to be kept at a distance, for whatever reason, how far can we expect to go? If 
God does not allow us to have more than we can handle, then what is the point of having Him there to 
begin with? Hmm, Jonah three days in a fish’s belly, Israelites wandering the wilderness with no food. God 
was there the whole time, waiting for them to realize it. So much of today’s world has moved into a “God-
less” state, thinking it can handle everything without Him. Doesn’t seem to be working out too well, does 
it? Truly, it’s time for us as Christ-followers to be more like Paul and Silas, to speak up in prayer and song. 
In whatever it takes!  Take time to ask God, “God, what can I do?” Seriously, without His direction and 
our involvement, how can we expect anything to change?       
          Shalom,  Al Smith 

United Methodist Men 

MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

 Lowes Foods gave us a little reprieve.  They deferred Oreos to first responders!  I am fine 

with that!  We should be back on track with cereal and the rest of our nutritious products. 

 Thanks to Jerry Smals for filling in for me when we were out of town.  Sure is nice to 

have backups which includes the Rileys, also. 

 It seems that Chicken Helper is getting very difficult to find.  If that remains, we’ll proba-

bly have to drop canned chicken.  Will try to keep everyone posted. 
 

 Backpack Meal Items:  

•Cheerios, Oatmeal, or other low sugar cereals  

•Canned Pasta Sauce and dry Pasta  

•Canned Vegetables & Fruits, Individual Fruit Containers (low sugar/no refrigeration)  

•Plastic Jars of Peanut Butter and Jelly  

•Individual Packages of Peanut Butter Crackers and Cheese Crackers  

•Tuna and Chicken Helpers or store brand 

•Canned Tuna and Canned Chicken (to pair with item above) 

•Chunky Soups & Stews, Macaroni & Cheese  

•Canned Pastas (Spaghetti-O’s, Ravioli-O’s, etc.) store brand is fine 

•100% Fruit Juice (small cans or plastic bottles) “Reduced Sugar” and “Lower Sodium”  

  are best! Please, NO glass containers.    

 Thank you for your continued support!         —Chip Davis, MUNCH Coordinator 
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HUMC Communications 

“Communication is the Key to HUMC’s Bright Future” 

The above title may sound like a bit of a boast coming from the Communications Chair 

but hear me out before you make judgement.  Perhaps I should restate the title as fol-

lows: “The Lack of Communication Will be the Downfall of HUMC”.  Not many will disa-

gree with this rewrite of the title.  Both titles say the same thing.  The reality is that we 

have got to stop using the pandemic as an easy way out of doing things.  When we stop 

doing things there is no need to communicate and when we stop talking, we fail.  It is that simple.  So, what 

can we do to succeed? 

I have upgraded our website to take advantage of the ever-expanding technology available to us and updat-

ed most of the data on the website.  Next, I need to promote usage of the website as a major source of com-

munication for HUMC.  Keeping the website current is an absolute must but I can not do it alone.  I need your 

help and am forming a Communications Team that will be responsible for setting up the communications in-

frastructure at HUMC.  I hope to get our youth involved on this team. 

What should our Communications Infrastructure look like?  Right now, we are live streaming the 8:30 and 11 

am services on our website along with a recording of one of the services.  The next step will be to expand the 

live streamed services to YouTube. 

In the sanctuary we are working on upgrading the sound system and are looking to take advantage of the 

lower cost of larger TVs to replace the smaller ones we are using for projection.  We also need a second cam-

era to complete our service capture capabilities, especially as we expand our live streaming audience. 

The Family Life Center has no sound system other than Mike Sutton’s portable system used for the 9:45 ser-

vice.  The two classrooms have TVs hung on the wall but need additional sound and video equipment.  The 

goal is to bring the two classrooms up to standard for video presentations and capability to conduct Zoom 

meetings.  A tall order but necessary for our success. 

Will you join me in this optimistic effort to launch HUMC into a bright future?   Let me know if you feel lead 

to help on the new expanded Communications Team.  We have been successful with God’s help in erecting a 

beautiful campus, so let’s take the next step in putting it to use. 

          —Walt Makaryk 

Our 2022 VBS theme is:  

“Monumental: Celebrating God's Greatness!” 

Date: July 24-29 ; Time: 9am-12pm 

Volunteer and Participation Registration  
Details coming soon! 

Vacation Bible School Save the Date!! 
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Every Sunday one or two large floral arrangements will adorn our HUMC sanctuary altar and one for 

the 9:45 service altar.  These are from personal sponsorships.  These sponsorships may honor or be in 

memory of a loved one.  We often have sponsors that wish to dedicate the flowers to special persons serv-

ing our church or to encourage another.  There are also symbolic arrangements to commemorate special 

dates in the life of our church.  All of the flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God Almighty simply lov-

ingly created from His creations.   

 

Our Altar Flower Guild designers follow the liturgical colors of the church when designing each week’s 

arrangement.  The designers in our guild gather at the altar when the flowers are placed and pray a 

prayer of thanksgiving.  They pray for the sponsors and a blessing over those honored, so that God will 

be glorified by their presence before Him.   

 

But what happens to the flowers at the end of the services?  They disappear after the service and are  

either picked up or donated back by the sponsor. They are then broken down into beautiful, smaller  

arrangements.  These flowers are delivered to those who are not able to attend church, are shut in due to 

illness, or those whose spirits need to be lifted and encouraged.  They may also be repurposed for an 

event in our church.  As one of our church members remarked,  

 

“I am not sure how it’s decided who gets flowers each week, but let me say that I 

have received some on several occasions, including today. I can’t begin to tell you 

how much I appreciated them and how the timing today in particular, has been so 

God ordained. I had a really hard time today missing [my husband] and when I got 

home there was a beautiful vase of flowers from my family at HUMC. I can’t begin 

to tell you how much that meant to me! Thank you so much! God is good and so is 

my family in Christ!” 

 

How do these flowers reach their destination?  The dedicated delivery team, headed by Deborah Gouge 

under our Christian Care Ministries, deliver these lovely arrangements—rays of sunshine, flowers that 

have graced God’s Altar.  Arrangements are delivered on Mondays, and are typically ready by 10:00 am.  

The dedicated delivery team members are Paul Saari, Debbie Gouge, and Ginny Rooks.  All are welcome 

to be a part of this delivery team!  You may email Deborah Gouge at candle12lady@yahoo.com.    

                                

           (Continued on next page…) 

 

mailto:candle12lady@yahoo.com
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A special thank you to all of our sponsors.  You help make this ministry possible! Your sponsorship is a 

gift to God that keeps on giving to God’s children.  “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 

of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  

Matthew 25:40  
 

Speaking of Sponsorships, we have the following dates open through March:   

March 6 (1 available),  March 13 (1 available),  March 20 (1 available),  March 27 (2 available)   
 

There are many open dates through the end of the year.  If you would like to sponsor an arrangement 

contact the church office (910-270-4648), to secure your date.  You may also secure a date annually, if not 

already sponsored. These are called perpetual dates.   
 

Our Altar Flower Guild has also been privileged to provide the floral arrangements for several of the  

funerals of our saints passed.  We are available through Reverend Holliday for these services.  We are 

also available for other special events such as weddings, anniversary dinners, etc.  You may pick up a  

pamphlet that describes our offerings from the church office.  
   

Lastly, we would be so thrilled to have your help in this ministry.  Experience is a plus but if you have a 

willingness to learn and serve and grow, this is the ministry for you.  We have patient and talented  

designers that can teach you this art.  Not only will you learn floral techniques, but you will be humbled 

by your service and the love poured into these flowers.   
 

Please contact Brenda Sellers at xhersizesellers@gmail.com , Cindy McLeod at cmcleod5@ec.rr.com, or 

call the church office if you are interested in becoming part of this guild.   

Dear HUMC,  

 Roger and I want to thank our loving HUMC family for remembering us with beautiful  

flowers and prayers.  Linda (Nipper) arrived like a ray of sunshine when we most needed to be  

lifted up.  She presented a gorgeous arrangement of flowers, sprinkled with the Holy Spirit, Faith, 

Love, and Hope.  What a blessing!!  Thank you and may God bless each and everyone of you.   

                               In Christ,  Lisa & Roger Strong 

To Our church family, 
Thank you for your kind expressions of love and concern over the past two months.  The pray-
ers were felt and helped sustain our faith in the Great Physician. The lovely flowers brightened 
our home during isolation as well as the numerous greeting cards and emails too. 
 
It was a blessing to learn that “all is well” with John’s health and they will continue to monitor 
him every three months. This life lesson has taught us the value of patience and trust that God 
is in control and our church family is a true blessing. 
          In Christian love, 
          John & Peggy Harris 

Cards & Letters.. 

Flower Guild Continued... 

mailto:xhersizesellers@gmail.com
mailto:cmcleod5@ec.rr.com
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Anniversaries... Birthdays... 

Altar Flowers... 

Date  Dedication 

March 6 Richard Ennis... 

  “In loving memory of Jean Ennis.” 

March 13 Gail Panipinto... 

  “In loving memory of Cy Panipinto.” 

March 20 Tom Burns...  

  “In celebration of Jennipher Burns’ birthday.” 

Name     Date 

Steve & Trudy Wilder March 2 

Scott & Heather Mueller March 20 

Name    Date 
Ted Croom   March 01 
Amanda TerBeek  March 01 
Bill Wallen   March 01 
Jaime Alberti   March 02 
Shannon Pope   March 02 
Peggy Rose   March 02 
Wayland Batson  March 03 
Liv Bellamy   March 03 
Summer Strong  March 03 
Beth Williamson-Poe  March 03 
Jacob Riley   March 04 
Walt Makaryk   March 05 
Kathy Barnes   March 06 
Charlie Jones   March 06 
Matt Martin   March 06 
Ann Todd   March 07 
Lilly Graves   March 08 
Gislene Hamberger  March 09 
Glen Pettygrove  March 10 
Terri Strong   March 10 
Lou Kurtz   March 11 
Paul Saari   March 11 
Melody Doyle   March 12 
Steve Dunthorn  March 12 
Connor McDermott  March 12 
Allen Warwick   March 12 
Chase Eckhardt  March 13 
Natalie Farmer   March 14 
Nancy Hansing   March 15 
Caroline Bolin   March 16 
Wendy Ellis   March 16 
Dalton Dunthorn  March 17 
Christy Dennis   March 18 
Lauren Sarvis   March 18 
Ricky Brown   March 19 
Judy Harrelson  March 19 
John Phelps   March 20 
Josh Withrow   March 20 
Dot Bredenbeck  March 22 
Beth Johnson   March 22 
Jane Smals   March 22 
Jim Hock   March 26 
Marty Long   March 26 
Jordan Thomas  March 26 
Jesse Mintz   March 27 
Ken Sheaffer   March 27 
Dean Batson   March 28 
Craig Wolfenbarger  March 28 
Cameron Fennell  March 29 
Lisa Gibson   March 31 


