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Skip’s Scoop 

Grace and peace to you, in the name of our merciful and loving God! 
 The Lenten season has arrived, with its ashes, purples, postures 
of humility, songs of repentance, and renewals into the presence of 
God our Father! We can never fully appreciate the glory of Easter 
without making our way through Lent, Palms, cross and tomb! So 
put yourself deeply into all the aspects of Lent, and the voices of  
angels will wake you on Easter morning! 
WORSHIP TEAM AND LEADER 
 One of the aspects of HUMC that reveals its unique nature is 
the variety of our worship services and the special service events that 
we offer! Ash Wednesday was the most recent, and was well attended, 
especially when we consider the concerns of Covid! 
 Recently I have been sharing with you a huge need for our 
church—and that is a leader for our Worship Team. As we slowly  
return to fully attended services, and welcome new worshipers, we 
will also need leaders for individual worship helpers, such as ushers, 
greeters, communion stewards, acolytes, etc. We will be less than  
effective until these needed positions are filled. Now is the time to 
start building the Worship Team back up, and to do that, we must 
have  a leader!  Please consider volunteering  for this vital work! 
Beverly Batton (who has done a marvelous job for a number of years!) 
and I will guide you, and help you to be successful, for our Lord and 
for our church! 
 If you have previously served as an usher, greeter, communion 
steward, (THESE three are needed for each service!), flower designer, 
banner manager, etc., and wish to continue (or re-start) doing so, 
please let the pastor know! If you would like to give ANY of these a 
try, ALSO let the pastor know! But most of all, a coordinator for all 
this is needed. We cannot welcome a new pastor in July without a 
Worship Team leader! Help us out! 
COLUMBARIUM! 
 Keep your eyes open—the niches of our newly finished  
Columbarium (final resting place for ashes of members) will be  
available for purchase very soon! 

 

See you in church on Sunday!  Your fellow servant in Christ!     

                                           Skip  
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BLTs (Books, Lunch, Talk) 

For March we are reading"The God Diagnosis" by Greg Viehman M.D.   

ChristianBooks says this: 

"“The God Diagnosis” is the unique journey of a successful surgeon who finds the fulfillment of all his life dreams empty,  

lonely, and depressing. Embarking on a quest for truth and the answers to life’s basic questions, Dr. Viehman finds himself 

at the epicenter of the most mind blowing diagnosis of his life. In a riveting journey through investigation, testing, and personal 

struggles Dr. Viehman recounts his journey from death to life in a way that will resonate with anyone seeking the 

facts and examining the evidence for themselves. Dr. Viehman uses his medical mind to come at these issues in a profound way 

that is striking, refreshing and fascinating. He is vulnerable, transparent and has the utmost integrity as he sorts out fact from 

fantasy. This new author is exciting, enjoyable to read and intriguing in his unique approach to this topic. I believe we will 

hear much more from him and it will shake up many long held beliefs about Christ, Christians and the Church.” 

(He is now in solo private practice at Sea Coast Skin Surgery in Wilmington, NC.)  

 

 Our hope is that you will read this book and join us for fellowship and discussion Tuesday, March 16, 

11:30am-1:00pm in Room 5/6.   We will have copies available to borrow.  Please contact me if you wish to borrow 

or purchase a book. 

 Everyone is welcome (even if you haven’t read the book)!  Please bring a lunch or snack for yourself. (And, 

as always bring a friend!)          

        Blessings and Peace! 

        Cheryl Rootes  

Friendship Circle 

Friendship Circle will meet Monday, March 1st at 2:00 PM in room 5/6 at the church.    

Guests are welcome! For more information please call Loretta Greenough at 270-2060. 

HUMC Missions:  Project Agape 

Our Conference has supported vulnerable persons in Armenia for over 25 years.  Although our Mission Team 

has been engaged in many programs that are teaching self-improvement and sustainability, there are times 

in which we are called upon to help with humanitarian relief. 
 

After the most recent military conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan, Project Agape was forced to shut 

down its operations in the town of Berdzor.  Many of the families that Project Agape has helped over the 

years were forced to abandon their property at the same time. 
 

While a new place for ministry is being established in Armenia, Project Agape is now turning our attention to 

helping internally displaced persons who are trying to survive in a bitter cold environment.  Fortunately, 

Project Agape workers in Berdzor were able to salvage materials from the former warehouse which are  

being distributed to persons in need. 

 

Our Conference and the Western NC Conference have been asked to help our friends in Armenia.  

If you recall we did not send shoe boxes this past year. We will, however, be taking a special offering on 

March 14. Thank you so much for your generosity.        
         —Linda Dunn 
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 Once again, a heartfelt “thank you!”  This community has some very 

generous people. 

 First, Lowes Foods has been terrific with their “donations” program.  

It has helped both MUNCH and Share the Table. 

 Second, Darcy LaFever has put a donation box in her hair salon.  

When folks call for appointments, she encourages them to bring MUNCH items!  She has called me several 

times in the last month to say “I have a load for you.”  When she says “load” she’s not kidding! With her  

support, more people in Hampstead are aware of the problem with child hunger. 

 Great job! 

 Thanks also for the weekly donations in the Narthex, the FLC, and the Preschool!  

BackPack Meal Items: 

• Cheerios, Oatmeal, or other low sugar cereals  

• Canned Pasta Sauce and dry Pasta  

• Canned Vegetables & Fruits, Individual Fruit Containers (low sugar/no refrigeration)  

• Plastic Jars of Peanut Butter and Jelly  

• Individual Packages of Peanut Butter Crackers and Cheese Crackers  

• Tuna and Chicken Helpers or store brand 

• Canned Tuna and Canned Chicken (to pair with item above) 

• Chunky Soups & Stews, Macaroni & Cheese  

• Canned Pastas (Spaghetti-O’s, Ravioli-O’s, etc.) store brand is fine 

• 100% Fruit Juice (small cans or plastic bottles) “Reduced Sugar” and “Lower Sodium” are best! 

Please, NO glass containers. 

              —Chip Davis, HUMC MUNCH BackPack Program Coordinator 

Preschool News 
During March we will celebrate National Reading Month and our favorite  

authors, beginning with the beloved Dr. Seuss. For our devotion topic, we will 

learn about the Easter story. Our character education trait is forgiveness and 

the community helper we will learn about is the police officer.  We look  

forward to welcoming spring on the 21st. Hopefully it will bring warmer days and sunny skies.  

 

Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is now open to the general public. A few spaces are 

still available. For more information, contact us at 910-270-3388 or by email at: 

humcpreschool@hampsteadumc.org. 

 

We are so grateful and blessed to have preschool in session.  Please keep us in your prayers as 

we move forward with this important ministry of our church and community. 
 

        Peace and prayers, 

        Judy Lane 

MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 



 

 

United Methodist Men 

Recent News: Rip-rap has been spread around ditch drain pipes, and the Shrove 

Tuesday Dinner was a success! 

 

Upcoming News: Next Men’s Breakfast is scheduled for March 6th at 8AM in the FLC. 
 

I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry. He drew me up from the desolate pit, 

out of the miry bog and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. Psalms 40:1-2 NRSV 
 

At press time of this offering, we are experiencing a deluge of rain: parts to our north & west are getting the 

same only it’s in a frozen form. Normally, Jan/Feb are two of the cloudiest months of the year. Gray skies 

can be so controlling and compounding that with a COLD rain can be quite demoralizing to the best of us! 

That being said, we KNOW that it will not last forever. We KNOW that the sun will shine again, the temps 

will rise again, even cool, summer showers will be welcomed. We know that based on past experience. In 

Hebrews 11:1, it is written that faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

Through scripture we know that even nicer weather is nothing compared to what we will see when God  

returns in all His Glory. As Christ-followers, we know that there will be a day when there will be no more 

pain, no more tears. However, one thing we don’t know is when? When will the skies clear, the temps rise, 

the pain flee? Through the Hope given to us through Christ Jesus, we know it will be so much better at 

SOME point, even though we don’t see it yet or know when it will happen! Going forth, may we find  

ourselves in scripture more, even as the skies start to clear and the temps begin to rise; that through His 

Word we may find the guidance and the strength to shine His Light and bring His warmth to a world that 

only sees the dark skies. 

       Shalom, Al Smith  
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Retired Senior Volunteer Program 

NEW and EXCITING PARTNERSHIP with our congregation and RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer  

Program) – with growing needs of seniors in our community it has come to our attention how often a senior 

needs transportation to a doctor appointment, grocery store, or even to get their hair done. RSVP has a  

program that offers a ride locally to seniors so they can remain independent at home and have the  

services they need provided by making a phone call.  This free transportation is also available for those  

needing infusions or cancer treatments (thru partnership with RSVP & American Cancer Society Road to  

Recovery program) and volunteers available for rides to New Hanover Cty appts as well. We are looking for 

volunteers that would like to assist in this ministry and hope you will pray on this partnership that you can 

bless someone with your gift of time.  AND…. If there is any senior in need of transportation we ask you also 

reach out so your need for transportation is provided.  We know many have friends that assist, but sometimes 

don’t want to over-ask favors.  This is a perfect opportunity to connect to other resources in our area.  For 

more information or to make plans for transportation (we need advance notice for transportation) please call  

910-259-9119 (ext 329) and leave a message for Barbara Mullins, RSVP Director- Pender County. 
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HUMC Altar Flower Guild 

Matthew 6:28 

At our recent quarterly meeting one of our members offered the closing prayer and thanked God for our 

gifts.  How often we can forget that God gives us specific gifts and interests for His service.  We are 

thankful for all our members who use their God-given gifts in this ministry.  Behind the lovely weekly  

Altar flowers there are people managing the funds it takes to procure our supplies, recording our sponsor 

donations, advertise the open weeks, and promote sponsors committing to annual perpetual dates.  We 

collect vases from those who have ones they would like to donate.  Cleaning, storing, and managing these 

donations is another part of our ministry.   We currently have helped update the Sacristy to include  

running water, a sink, wall shelving, and have requested approval from the Board of Trustees to place a 

small commercial refrigerator to house our fresh supplies and hold our designs.  

 

Our team is preparing for increased attendance with the advance of the Covid-19 vaccination by moving 

our one arrangement per week back to the two dedications each week by Labor Day.  We will be  

presenting two arrangements on special holidays and whenever we have two sign ups to sponsor before 

that Labor Day goal.  Skip has made a strong effort to deliver any arrangements not picked up by  

sponsors to see that shut ins and those who are ill have fresh flowers from our Altar.  We celebrate mov-

ing slowly back to the activity level we enjoyed pre-Covid.   

 

We have reorganized our work load this year while keeping the same leaders in place.  Each member has 

taken on specific duties associated with our work and this creates an even distribution and participation 

amongst our designers and support team.  Thanks be to God for these committed and talented servants. 

 

Perpetual Sponsorships secure the double flower arrangements that have always adorned our Altar.  

Even though you are automatically signed up for this date you can still cancel it.  All we need is a 30 day 

notice to release the date you have reserved. If you have a special date that you would like to have 

each year please contact the church office at 270-4648.  You will also be asked who your dedication is 

for, updated contact information, and if you will be taking your arrangement or leaving it for breakdown 

to be delivered to folks that are ill or shut ins.  Open with no dedication:  March 28th, April 4th, May 

2nd, May 9th, and May 30th, July 25th.  Please contact the church office if you want a specific date that 

isn’t listed as we can accommodate as many as two arrangements each week! 

          —Brenda Sellers 
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HUMC Soccer Fields Find New Life 

This is a brief story of ordinary people in our church doing extraordinary things, again. 

In 2014, the church conducted an extensive study on how to increase the mission outreach to the  

community. It was determined that there was a growing shortage of recreation areas for children and 

kids of all ages to play ball games. This resulted in the development of the 3 acres of soccer/ ball fields 

and the activity center. 

 

For now, lets just talk about the Soccer/ ball fields. 

 

During the last 6 years, thousands of hours of work and a significant amount of funds have been donated 

by members of the church to create the Soccer/ ball fields.   A raw piece of land was plowed and grated, a 

water well and irrigation system was installed, and high-grade Bermuda turf was sprigged in. Since 

then, our members, including the youth group, have been lovingly caring for their creation with  

fertilizing, cutting, aerating, and tending to all the details including removing by hand the invasive 

Prickly Pear cactus that grows in the area and took up residence on the soccer fields. Yes, by hand and 3 

acres.  
 

While the church has been doing a great job of maintenance, we still had a lack of expertise in how to 

best invite the community to use the fields, manage the use, scheduling, and make sure we were covered 

for liability issues. The result was that only a few children were actually using the fields and irregularly. 

A year ago, we approached the Pender County Parks and Recreation Department with the help of two 

church members who are also county Commissioners (David Piepmeyer and David Williams) and finally 

reached a Usage agreement with the County effective February 1, 2021. This agreement was passed 

with the unanimous approval of the Pender County commissioners and our church trustees. 

 The Pender County Parks and Recreation Department has a professional staff whose job is to manage 

all the fields and parks in the County. This includes, maintain relations with all the sports leagues, 

scheduling, manage field usage, maintenance of the properties and providing insurance coverage. As 

part of our new agreement with them, they will now provide these services in the use of our soccer fields, 

including port-a-johns, a county employee to supervise all activities and a link to the County web site 

with a complete schedule of all activities planned by the county.  
 

Our agreement with the County is a “Usage” agreement and the church still has the primary right to use 

and have control of the property. We can still schedule any events as we need. The agreement is for a 1-

year term. 
 

Based on this agreement, the church will save over $10,000 a year in field maintenance and reduced  

insurance costs. More importantly, the fields will be used and the mission of the church to reach out to 

the community will be accomplished. 
 

We all remember sports teams that we were part of in our youth. Lifetime memories to be sure. Now 

HUMC will be part of those memories for all who use our fields in the future. We will also be able to  

introduce our church to the countless new Families coming to our community rather than just hoping 

they notice our sign on highway 17.  
 

As said above, this is a brief story of ordinary people in our church doing extraordinary things and the 

beat goes on. Please contact the leaders of the many committees and mission groups at the church and 

be part of the movement to bring Christ to the community. Call 910-270-4648 for more information. 

 

           —Bill Pearson 
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Birthdays... Anniversaries... 
Name    Date 
Barbara Karpowicz  March 01 
Ben Lane   March 01 
Amanda TerBeek  March 01 
Bill Wallen   March 01 
Jaime Alberti   March 02 
Peggy Rose   March 02 
Wayland Batson  March 03 
Liv Bellamy   March 03 
Summer Strong  March 03 
Beth Williamson-Poe  March 03 
Jacob Riley   March 04 
Walt Makaryk   March 05 
Kathy Barnes   March 06 
Charlie Jones   March 06 
Matt Martin   March 06 
Ann Todd   March 07 
Gislene Hamberger  March 09 
Glen Pettygrove  March 10 
Terri Strong   March 10 
Lou Kurtz   March 11 
Paul Saari   March 11 
Melody Doyle   March 12 
Steve Dunthorn  March 12 
Connor McDermott  March 12 
Cy Panipinto   March 12  
Allen Warwick   March 12 
Chase Eckhardt  March 13 
Natalie Farmer   March 14 
Nancy Hansing   March 15 
Stella Honeycutt  March 15 
Caroline Bolin   March 16 
Wendy Ellis   March 16 
Dalton Dunthorn  March 17 
Vicki Crane   March 18 
Christy Dennis   March 18 
Lauren Sarvis   March 18 
Ricky Brown   March 19 
Judy Harrelson  March 19 
JoAnn Long   March 20 
John Phelps   March 20 
Josh Withrow   March 20 
Dot Bredenbeck  March 22 
Jane Smals   March 22 
Doris Brandhof   March 24 
Jim Hock   March 26 
Marty Long   March 26 
Jordan Thomas  March 26 
Dan Lane   March 27 
Jesse Mintz   March 27 
Ken Sheaffer   March 27 
Dean Batson   March 28 
Craig Wolfenbarger  March 28 
Cameron Fennell  March 29 
Lisa Gibson   March 31 

Name     Date 

Steve & Trudy Wilder March 2 

Scott & Heather Mueller March 20 

Altar Flowers... 

Date              Dedication 

March 7  Richard Ennis... 

 “In loving memory of my wife Jean Ennis.” 

March 14 Randy Barror... 

         “In loving memory of my wife Nancy.” 

March 14  Nancy Hansing... 

         “In loving memory of my son Shawn and  

 my sister Bette.” 

March 21 Dianne Putnam... 

          “In loving memory of Dave Leapard.” 

March 21  JoAnn Long... 

         “In loving memory of my husband Robert F. Long.” 

 

We still need volunteers for March 28th. We have 2 spots open. 

___________________________________________________ 

There are still many openings throughout the remainder of the year.  

Please contact the church office (office@hampsteadumc.org)  

if you would like to sponsor an arrangement.  These are on a first 

come, first serve basis.  We will try to list available dates in the 

church bulletin and in the newsletter. Thank you! 


