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Seventeen Inches
In January 1996, over 4,000 baseball coaches descended upon
the 52nd annual ABCA's convention. While registering, I heard veteran
coaches rumbling about the speakers scheduled during the weekend.
One name kept resurfacing, always with the same sentiment — “John
Scolinos is here? Man, worth every penny of my airfare.” Who is John
Scolinos, I wondered.
In 1996, 78 year old Coach Scolinos was five years retired from a
career that began in 1948. He shuffled to the stage to a standing ovation,
with a full-sized home plate hung around his neck! After 25 minutes, not
once mentioning the prop hanging around his neck, the coaches wondered where he was going with this, or if he had simply forgotten about
home plate!
“You’re probably all wondering why I’m wearing home plate
around my neck,” he said. I laughed along with the others. He said “I’m
old, but I’m not crazy. I’m here today to share with you baseball people
what I’ve learned in my life, what I’ve learned about home plate in my
78 years.” Scolinos asked how many Little League coaches were in the
room, and several hands went up. “Do you know how wide home plate is
in Little League?” Someone offered, “Seventeen inches?” “That’s right,”
he said. Any Babe Ruth league coaches in the house? How wide?” Another long pause. “Seventeen inches?” “That’s right,” said Scolinos.
“How many high school coaches do we have here?” Hundreds of hands
shot up. “How wide is home plate in high school baseball?” “Seventeen
inches,” they said, more confident. “You’re right!” Scolinos barked. “You
college coaches, how wide is college home plate?” “Seventeen inches!”
we said, in unison. “Any Minor League coaches? How wide is home plate
in pro ball?” “Seventeen inches!” “RIGHT! And in the Major Leagues,
how wide is home plate in the Major Leagues? “Seventeen inches!”
“SEV-EN-TEEN INCHES!” he bellowed. “And what do they do with a
Big League pitcher who can’t throw the ball over seventeen inches?”
(Pause) “They send him to Pocatello!” he hollered, to raucous laughter.
“What they DON’T do is this: they don’t say, ‘Ah, that’s okay, Jimmy. You
can’t hit a seventeen-inch target? We’ll make it eighteen inches or nineteen inches. We’ll make it twenty inches so you have a better chance of
Continued on next page...
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Skip’s Scoop Continued...
hitting it. If you can’t hit that, let us know so we can make it even wider, say 25 inches.’” (Pause) “Coaches,
what do we do when our best player shows up late to practice? When team rules forbid facial hair and a guy
shows up unshaven? What if he gets drunk, or slaps his girlfriend? Do we hold him accountable? Or do we
change the rules to fit him? Do we widen home plate? The chuckles gradually faded as four thousand coaches grew quiet as the old coach’s message began to unfold.
He turned the plate toward himself and, using a Sharpie, began to draw. When he turned it to the
crowd, point up, a house was revealed, complete with a door and two windows. “This is the problem in our
homes today. With our marriages, with the way we parent our kids. With our discipline. We don’t teach accountability to our kids, and there is no consequence for failing to meet standards. We widen the plate!”
Pause. Then, to the top of the house he added a small American flag. “This is the problem in our schools
today. The quality of our education is going downhill; teachers have been stripped of the tools they need to
successfully educate and discipline our young people. We are allowing others to widen home plate! Where is
that getting us?” Silence.
He replaced the flag with a Cross. “And this is the problem in the Church! Powerful people in positions of
authority have taken advantage of young children, only to have such an atrocity swept under the rug for
years. Our church leaders are widening home plate for themselves! And we allow it.”
“And the same is true with our government. Our so-called representatives make rules for us that don’t
apply to themselves. They take bribes from lobbyists and foreign countries. They no longer serve us. And we
allow them to widen home plate and we see our country falling into a dark abyss while we watch.”
I was amazed. At a baseball convention where I expected to learn something about curve balls and
bunting and how to run better practices, I had learned something far more valuable. From an old man with
home plate strung around his neck, I had learned something about life, about myself, about my own weaknesses and about my responsibilities as a leader. I had to hold myself and others accountable to that which I
knew to be right, lest our families, our faith, and our society continue down an undesirable path.
“If I’m lucky,” Coach Scolinos ended, “you’ll remember one thing from this old coach today. It is this: if
we fail to hold ourselves to a higher standard, a standard of what we know to be right; if we fail to hold our
spouses and our children to the same standards, if we are unwilling or unable to provide a consequence
when they do not meet the standard; and if our schools & churches & our government fail to hold themselves accountable to those they serve, there is but one thing to look forward to …” With that, he held home
plate in front of his chest, turned it around, and revealed its dark black backside, “… dark days ahead.”
Coach Scolinos died in 2009 at the age of 91. He is the best clinic speaker the ABCA has ever known because he was so much more than a baseball coach. His message was clear: “Coaches, keep your players—no
matter how good they are—your children, your churches, your government, and most of all, keep yourselves
-- at seventeen inches."
This is what our country has become and what is wrong with it today, and how to fix it. "Don't widen
the plate."
See you in church on Sunday! Your fellow servant in Christ!

Skip
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It’s Official: Trudy Is Retiring!
Friends, my time of serving HUMC as your
Associate Pastor has come to an end. It’s been
an awesome and spirit filled time in my life.
Hearing and following God’s plan for my life
led me to become a pastor in 2006. My first
retirement took place in 2006 after serving as a
Biologist with the U.S. Army, Corps of
Engineeers. The Lord called me into ministy
that same year as I received an appointment to
Peace UMC, Whiteville; and then to Westview
UMC, Burgaw. The Lord called me to Hampstead UMC in 2010. I am so thankful to
have stayed at HUMC for the last 8 years.
As many of you know, I retired in 2015 with the best party celebration ever! Skip
tried to ROAST me but after I paid everyone off, he couldn’t get any juicy stories!
Then in 2016 I came out of retirement to once again serve as your Associate Pastor.
As of June 24, 2018, it is truly time to step down and pick up that suitcase and hit the
road with Steve by my side. No turning back!
I regret the 1939 vintage
suitcase, given to me in 2015,
was sold to a needy person at
the yard sale, but please know
I purchased a new set with the
retirement gift of 2015. For
which I thank all of you.
Steve and I and family will continue to
worship at HUMC as members of the
congregation. The Lord has good things in
store for HUMC as we build and grow God’s
church.

—Trudy Wilder
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Hampstead United Methodist Church invites children to
“Shipwrecked VBS: Rescued by Jesus!”

This awesome summer Kids’ event will take place on July 23 – July 27, 2018. At
Shipwrecked, kids discover that Jesus rescues them! Kids participate in
memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building
games, make and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible
adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and
test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer long.
Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around them through
something called God Sightings. Each day concludes with the Sail Away
Sendoff that gets everyone involved in living what they’ve learned. Family
members and friends are encouraged to join in daily for this special time at
11:35am. Kids at Shipwrecked VBS will join in a local missions effort to provide
food for children in our community.
Shipwrecked is for kids from 3 years of age to 5th grade and will run from 9:00am
to 12:00pm each day. Keep in mind that our Tide Pool Preschool has only 3
spots left! You can register your children online at our website,
www.hampsteadumc.org.
**Shipwrecked VBS needs your help!**
We need boxes and bottles and bags, old books and old nets, and old trunks, coffee
filters and crates and colored cellophane. The older anything looks the better. Let’s face it,
we just got washed up on shore! Take a look at our Shipwrecked display in the narthex, it is
loaded with sticky notes! This is how we do it. Take a sticky note off of the display,
purchase and or lend us an item, bring it to the church by July 15 with the sticky note
attached! It is that simple! Do not forget to clearly mark an item with your name on it if
you would like something returned to you.
We also need volunteers! We will be setting up VBS on July 21at 10:00am and July
22, after the 11:00 service. We can always use extra hands before, during and after VBS!
Please contact Melody Doyle if you can help in anyway at m.doyle@hampsteadumc.org.
This is going to be an exciting week at HUMC!
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Congregational Care Ministry
“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who
are of the household of faith.” Galatians 6:10
Our goal as Christians is to become whole persons—in body, mind and spirit. To do that, we
need each other. That is the goal of HUMC’s Congregational Care Ministry; connecting our congregation to one another. Circumstances in our lives force us to lean on each other in times of grief,
illness and loss. Congregational care simply means allowing the Body of Christ—our members—to
work together providing care, concern, prayer and support for families and individuals at various
stages of life and engaging the congregation in service and community with each other.
HUMC now has existing teams established to help with those needs:

VISITATION TEAM

MARTHA’S KITCHEN TEAM

TUESDAY MORNING PRAYER TEAM

CARD MINISTRY TEAM

STEPHEN MINISTRY TEAM

FLOWER MINISTRY TEAM

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY TEAM

PHONE PARTNER MINISTRY TEAM
For CCM to be a success in meeting our congregation’s needs please take the time to fill
out a blue Congregational Care Ministry Survey. You will find these surveys in the church pew
chairs and narthex (the survey is two-sided). Please drop the completed survey in the church office door mail slot.
This is a very exciting ministry of our church and teams would love for you to become involved and connected. There is a team roster located in the narthex that describes the ministry of
each team. Please consider becoming a part of this vital ministry----not only will you bless someone you too will be blessed.
If questions, please contact Trudy Wilder at 910-619-6579 (email: twilder@ec.rr.com) or
Delores Riley 910-232-4773 (email: drileycmc@gmail.com)

—Delores Riley

Mission Outreach
HUMC plans to support the hospital and nursing school located at Ganta United Methodist Mission Station located in Nimba County, Liberia. WE NEED our members to gather eyeglasses for an eye
clinic at Ganta Mission Station that will be staffed by optometrists from India this Fall and the glasses will
be fitted on those who need them.
Please bring the glasses to our church and place them in the appropriate box in the narthex. W e
will collect these through July 24, 2018. Thank you very much for your help.

—Kay Williams

2018

July Script Shores

Page 7

United Methodist Women
The UMW unit is off for the next two months without regular
Circle Meetings. However, we will still be busy by collecting Book
bags and School Supplies for our local Middle Schools. Our list of
Supplies will be forthcoming.
We are looking forward to our Ice Cream Social planned for Tuesday, August 21st at the
Harbor Village Marina with the Spirit Circle as hostess. We are looking forward to a report of
the UMW Assembly by Debbie Musolino and a possible surprise speaker. This event is open to
all the women of HUMC and will be a good opportunity to fellowship with all of us. Hope to see
you there.
We are also planning to once again, help with the Common Threads Mission on
Saturday, August 25th. We plan on carpooling from HUMC at 8:30 a.m. and being at Pine
Valley UMC to help sew pillow cases, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This is also open to all women of
HUMC and we would love to have you accompany us. We may even go out to lunch afterward.
September will find us back to the regular Circle Meeting. With Spirit and Friendship
Circles starting on Monday, September 10th at 7 p.m. and Hope to meet Tuesday, September
11th at 10 a.m.
Thursday, September 13th, we will have our Executive Meeting at 6 p.m. in the Library.

September 14-16th is the UMW Mother-Child Retreat, and you can find Registration forms located on the UMW board next to the kitchen. (I believe they need to be in A.S.A.P.) Sunday,
September 16th will be our UMW Sunday and we are planning a fund raising Bake Sale for all
services.
Hoping all the HUMC ladies will join us during these events and praying everyone has a
fun and safe summer.

—Cheryle Shaffer, UMW President, 910-620-5904

Building Has Begun!
After the wonderful Groundbreaking Service, we are on the move! If you were unable to pledge when
we began our Capital Fund Campaign in 2016 (or you are new to the church!), it's not too late. The
first phase of the current campaign will end in March of 2019, but you can still make a pledge for that
phase. Later this year, those who are pledging to the current phase will be asked to renew their
pledges for another 3-year period. If we can raise the same amount as the first phase for a total of 5
phases, we should be able to pay the building off in 15 years (instead of 20), saving the church a
SIGNIFICANT amount in interest payments. Pledge cards are available in the narthex, or see the
Financial Secretary, Betsy Williams.
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Greetings from Queenie the Church Mouse!
Wow! RAIN, RAIN, RAIN!! “The rains came and the field mice were
working hard to save their homes, but the torrential rains caused many to
run for safety. You guessed it, they ran to the church and hunkered down in
the walls with blankets we managed to cut from all the lost and found jackets
left behind. The mice gave thanks to those who left them, the Lord knowing they would
be needed.
As we spread the blankets out we noticed that some had tiny rainbows on them; we
laughed as we thought of Noah and the the great flood. One of the older field mice,
named, Mama Joy gathered all the wee mice and calmed them down by reading the story
of Noah and the great flood. She calmed them down even more when she read chapter 9,
verse 13… The Lord said, “I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the
covenant between me and the earth.” The wee ones were smiling in their sleep, wrapped in
their rainbow blankets. God is good.!!
I will mention that some of the field mice families are still with us as the rains
continue to fill up their homes. If you do happen to see one, be assured they are doing no
harm. You need not worry about their going hungry as food was well supplied on
Pentecost Sunday as the congregation left behind scraps of hamburgers and hot dogs and
all the other delicious foods. Not to mention the desserts, although there were less
desserts than there was nutritional food.
I am still finding food and pieces of red balloons as I clean the sanctuary. Truly the
Holy Spirit was in the HOUSE on Pentecost. From my perch high above I was able to
enjoy the waving of the red balloons and to see all the people wearing red. I also laughed
as I saw the lone red balloon high at the top of the rafters. It seemed as if it was trying
to escape to go high into the heavens. I will be discussing ways to get it down with Pastor
Skip, (as he was the one who let it go!); but, then again having a constant reminder of
Pentecost is not all that bad now is it?
I have heard that Pastor Trudy will be stepping down from the pulpit for the second
time as our Associate Pastor to retire for the third time in her life. I also understand she
and family will continue worshipping with us at HUMC. As many of you know I would
not be here if it was not for Pastor Trudy and the OWLS (those Older, Wiser, Lively,
Seniors) that visited Pastor Trudy while she was studying at Duke University. That was
seven years ago! I look forward too many more blessed years here at HUMC. So,
blessings to all of you.
Until next time, I remain your Church Mouse,

Queenie
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MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program
By the time this is printed, we should be in our new storage facility. Hampstead
Storage has offered us climate controlled rooms that we can access at our convenience! At the middle school we had to work around class schedules so access
was somewhat limited. However, many thanks to the school for allowing us to
use their facility and thanks to our new host!
I would be remiss if I did not send out a special thanks to Lowes Foods. They
have a program where customers can buy a designated item that week to be given to a local non-profit food organizations. Through our partner, Share the Table, we received from
Lowes Foods several large donations that customers had purchased at check-out and were then put
aside for MUNCH! So, again, thanks to the Lowes Foods people and a special “shout-out” to the
check-out personnel for their kind and generous support!
The following are our regular items that we can always use.



Pasta Sauce (24 oz. can/plastic)
Pasta 1lb box



Spaghetti O’s or store brand equivalent




Cereal (low sugar preferred)
Canned chicken and tuna



Tuna and Chicken “Helpers”




Granola Bars, Peanut Butter Crackers
Pancake/Waffle Mix and Syrup



Canned fruits and vegetables



Peanut butter and Jelly
If you prefer to do a monetary donation, we are pleased to receive it. Just write a check to HUMC
and put MUNCH in the memo field. Easy as that! Again, thanks for your generous support of
MUNCH!


—Chip Davis, HUMC MUNCH BackPack Program Coordinator

Volunteer Receptionists Needed!
If you are looking for a way to help HUMC and meet people, here's your chance. We are looking for
someone to help with "office-type" work. We answer the phone, do 4-C forms, greet people in the
Narthex and help the staff with other jobs. It is only 2-3 days a month from 9:30 to 1:00 or sometimes a little longer. The days and times are really flexible, and the work is fun. You get to meet and
help people in the community, talk to and help our Church members, and some of the time just sit at
the desk " looking pretty." The "pay and benefits" are spiritual and personal. If this interests you,
please contact Dixie Hampel at dixiecup46@yahoo.com.
God Bless,

Dixie Hampel, Coordinator
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Leap of Faith
The Leap of Faith (LOF) Committee is continuing to serve our community with the
food pantry. As everyone knows, times have been difficult for many, and we continually
appreciate food and/or monetary contributions. Food items may be placed in the green
Leap of Faith bin in the Narthex.

Leap of Faith is proud to acknowledge three Topsail High School students in their AP
WE Service. A non-perishable Food Fundraiser was held at Topsail Elementary from April
9th through April 20th. A total of 66 items were collected and donated to the Leap of Faith
Food Pantry. A big THANK YOU goes to Reagan Lea, Raegan Parker and Roberto Vasquez.
Currently, we have thirteen active volunteers on the committee. Leap of Faith is in
need of adding additional volunteers. CAN YOU VOLUNTEER? CAN YOU JOIN OUR MISSION? Each volunteer is assigned a week (Sunday thru Saturday) on a rotating schedule.
The time of day/evening that the volunteer distributes the food to the outdoor pantry is decided by the volunteer. Plus, one is reimbursed for any items you purchase for the pantry.
Please contact Dixie Hampel (910-270-1480) or John and Paulette Biles (910-2703096) if you are interested in being on the LOF Committee.
Our next scheduled Committee meeting is at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 19th,
2018. We welcome guests who would like to know more about Leap of Faith.
In His Name,

Dixie Hampel and John & Paulette Biles, Co-Chair, The Leap of Faith Committee

Save the Date!
Have you turned four pages in your calendar, circled, highlighted and made a mental commitment to attend and serve at our
Fall festival on Saturday, October 13, 2018? Help us raise funds to provide the equipment for our commercial kitchen in the
future new building. Your dedication can be as easy as monitoring a yard sale or baked goods. Serving up our delicious freshly cooked BBQ pork, monitoring bouncy houses, bagging up fresh popcorn, YUM! Begin now thinking of how you can help
make this a day to remember in the life of HUMC. Take your Spiritual Gifts Inventory NOW, books available for check out
in the Narthex. Need assistance in scoring contact: Peggy Harris 7tricks@gmail.com or 270-4780
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Anniversaries...

Name
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Birthdays...
Date

Craig Carlsen
Chip Davis
Paul & Jeannie Fisher
July 04
Juliana Lane
David & Maria Thomas
July 10
Richard Sear
Aaron & Wanda Jones
July 14
Jeff James
David Thomas
Harley & Becky Mullins
July 18
Carolyn Southerland
Al & Karen Smith
July 20
Lillian Alberti
Dal & Diane Tomlinson
July 22
Porter Cockrum
Andrew & Victoria Yates
July 23
Bev Phillips
Chip & Pat Davis
July 24
Jean Carlson
Donna Reams
David & Angie Major
July 29
Nick Allen
Dennis & Carolyn Southerland
July 30
Paul Fisher
Gary & Janet Redinger
July 31
Jackie James
Gary & Carolyn Taylor
July 31
Lauren Sear
Pat Byron
Nancy Steiler
Anna Williams
Beau Gibson
Lacy Quehl
Michelle Wells
Andrew Yates
Lauren Mintz
Marilyn Flanders
Date
Name
Rick Marshall
July 1
Wayne & Marilyn Flanders; Lou & Donna Kurtz...
Pete Long
Dianne Putnam
“In celebration of our father Dick Rate, on his
Barbara Stewart
82nd birthday.”
Gloria Blanton
Jack Colenda
July 1
Renee Dunn…
Keegan Marshall
“In loving memory of Martin John Yakimovich II.”
Sammie Parks
Carson Webb
July 22
Dottie Webb...
Marie Lu Schmid
Ben Lane
“In celebration of Carson’s 87th birthday.”
Charlene Hall
July 22
John Honeycutt...
Joseph Batton
Laura Kiyabu
“In loving memory of my father on his birthday.”
Karen Smith
July 29
John & Judy Haverkamp...
Kelly Dorsett
Phyllis Matthews
“In celebration of our 50th wedding anniversary.”
Roger Pooch
Keane Bellamy
We are in need of sponsors for July 8th & 15th.
Janis Warwick
Please use the sign-up sheet in the narthex.
Sue Pascarella
Each arrangement is $45 and is arranged by our Altar Flower Guild. Heather Mueller
Steve Sellers

Altar Flowers

July 01
July 03
July 03
July 03
July 04
July 04
July 06
July 07
July 07
July 07
July 08
July 08
July 11
July 11
July 11
July 12
July 13
July 14
July 15
July 16
July 16
July 17
July 17
July 18
July 20
July 20
July 21
July 21
July 21
July 22
July 22
July 22
July 22
July 22
July 23
July 24
July 24
July 25
July 25
July 25
July 26
July 26
July 27
July 28
July 29
July 30
July 31
July 31

Rev. Skip Williams, Senior Pastor

Rev. Trudy Wilder, Associate Pastor

Patti Rouse, Director of Music

Judy Lane, Director of Preschool

Melody Doyle, Director of Children

& Youth Ministries

Lacy Quehl, Administrative Assistant

Betsy Williams, Financial Secretary

Fran Kestner, Child Care Provider
Hampstead United Methodist Church

Kevin 15395
Kolb,
Accompanist
Highway
17
Hampstead, NC 28443
Website: hampsteadumc.org
E-Mail: office@hampsteadumc.org
(910) 270-4648

