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Preschool News 

Dear Church family and friends, 

 On behalf of the preschool children and staff, thank you 

for helping us help Jesus by donating items to our Headstart 

Gift Bag Mission Project.  We prepared a record 38 bags!  Be-

cause of your generosity, children in our county will have a 

brighter Christmas this year.  We believe in the importance of 

teaching our children to help others and everyone who 

helped prepare the bags became community helpers. 

 As we look forward to the new year, the curriculum focus 

will be health and nutrition.  The devotion topic will be prayer 

and the character training will be self-confidence.  The com-

munity helpers will be the Dentist and the Athlete. 

 Registration for the 2017-2018 school year will begin this 

month.  For more information about the preschool, please 

contact us at humcpreschool@hampsteadumc.org or 910-

270-3388. 

 Have a blessed and Happy New Year!  

       Judy Lane 

Echoes of  Christmas at HUMC 

Echoes of Christmas will be held at HUMC on Sunday, January 7th 

at 6:00 PM.  Come enjoy, one last time, the sounds of the Christmas 

Season, when local churches from our community will present 2 of 

their Christmas songs!  Congregational caroling will abound!  Come 

join the fun and the Spirit! 
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Music Notes 

My sincere thanks to all these wonderful people who participated in our exciting and fun 2017 

Christmas Cantata, Tapestry of Light – A Celtic Christmas Celebration, and to all those who  

attended!!  (Also, we are grateful for the monetary contributions made to our Music Ministry!) 

           —Patti Rouse 
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I would like to thank all who volunteered for A Night In Bethlehem.  What an  

incredible ministry HUMC provides during the Christmas season when everyone 

is stressed out to the point of forgetting the true meaning of Christmas. Many 

hearts were touched that evening and it is not possible without the help of so 

many.  Thank you to all volunteers!   
            

               —Melody Doyle  
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Ask the UMC:  How long is the Christmas season? 

Christmas is not just one day, but a season of twelve days from sunset 

Christmas Eve (Dec. 24) through Epiphany (Jan. 6).  

 

The twelfth day of Christmas, Epiphany, an even more ancient Christian 

celebration than Christmas, originally focused on the nativity, God’s  

incarnation (God made flesh) in birth of Jesus Christ and Christ’s  

baptism. Today, it commemorates the visiting of the Christ Child by the Magi (Wise Men) 

with their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

 

Gift giving in some cultures extends throughout the 12 days of Christmas; elsewhere, gift 

giving is limited to Christmas Eve or Christmas Day or Jan. 5 or 6. 

 

This Christmas season at Hampstead United Methodist Church was outstanding!  The 

Cantata, NIB, the special services, the decorations were all a blessing to those that  

attended our church.   

 

2018 promises to be a very busy year for HUMC.  As our building project progresses and 

the development behind us starts construction we will have many opportunities for  

outreach. All of us will need to be actively involved in the missions of our church.  We are 

going and will continue to grow in 2018.  There will be many new faces in our pews this 

year, so make it a point to extend a warm welcome and greeting! 

Have a blessed and safe New Year, 

         —Steve Calarco, Lay Leader 

HUMC Library News 

 The UMW reading program books for 2018 are now in the library. They 

are available for anyone to read you do not need to be a UMW member.  There 

is a card in a pocket in the back of the book. Please sign the card with the month 

and date checked out and leave the card in the box on the shelf.  A book I would like to lift up is 

"The Book of Joy" by the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.  They created what they 

hoped would be a gift for others to answer the question:  How do we find joy in the face of 

suffering?  We listen in as they explore the Nature of True Joy and then offer us the Eight Pillars of 

Joy that provide the foundation for lasting happiness.  My hope is you look on the book shelves for a 

meaningful read for the new year. 

         —Cindy Klempay  
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United Methodist Women 

Greetings to all in the New Year!  I hope you took advantage of the  

wonderful things happening in our church during December.  We had our 

cantata, children’s play, Night in Bethlehem, beautiful Poinsettias, Christmas 

gifts for preschoolers, Angel tree for children and families, various Christmas Parties and our usual gifts 

for Leap of Faith and the backpack food for children on the weekends.  I hope I didn’t leave anyone or 

anything out! We are a busy and worshipful church! 

  

Below are listed all of the HUMW activities/projects for the next three months:  

 

 

January 11th ~ HUMW Executive Meeting at 7 p.m. in the Library 

January 27th ~ ALOTS & Cluster Meeting at Wallace UMC, Wallace 

February 11th ~Annual Homemade Candy and Bake Sale after each service. 

March 3rd ~ HDUMW Mission Studies on Climate Justice, Living in Covenant Communities and/or                      

                     Missionary Conferences at Harbor United Methodist, Wilmington 

March 14th ~ Set-up for Game-A-Rama at 1p.m. in the Sanctuary 

March 15th   ~ Game-A-Rama   11:00-3:00p.m. 

 

Visitors are welcome to any of our activities! 

         —Kay Williams  

HUMC Stephen Ministers 

 Recently out on Facebook we read this story that touched our hearts.  A young boy, 6 
years of age, was admitted to the pediatric unit of a large hospital.  His 4 year old sister was 
undergoing a major cardiac surgery the following morning.  Because both children shared the 
same rare blood type he was scheduled to provide a blood transfusion in case his sister needed 
blood during her surgery. 

 A veteran of several surgeries himself, he stoically endured the short procedure.  He remained grim and 
silent even after his sister climbed on the bed with him to cheer him up. 
After about a half hour the sweet child asked the attending nurse, how much longer?  The nurse was confused 
with his question. “What do you mean?” the nurse responded.  He answered, “ How long before I die since all 
my blood is gone?”   
 A heavy silence filled the room when all those present; his parents, the doctor and the nurse realized he 
willingly gave his blood for his sister believing in doing so he would die. 
 Christ tells us to, “love one another as I have loved you.”  The HUMC Stephen Ministry program is here 
to help those who are suffering in some way.  Please, let us help by being “your” special friend in “your” time of 
need.   
      Blessings,    

      Lydia France & Vicki Crane 
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United Methodist Men 

 Recent News: Scouts have been re-chartered the for another year, Chrismon 

tree set-up, organized the barn for visitors during the Night in Bethlehem and assisted 

in various other areas for NiB set up/tear down, assisted in set up for UMW Christmas 

luncheon. A busy December indeed for the UMM. 

  I recently heard a story that spoke about involvement, or in some cases, the lack thereof. It got me to  

thinking about Adam; as Eve was talking with the serpent, Adam just stood there uninvolved. He was there, 

but he was not engaged. He offered no support to Eve… 

“The demise of a society will come about when good men do nothing.” Winston Churchill 

 On the day of Pentecost, Peter preached and 3000 people committed their lives to Christ! Think about that 

number – 3000 people. Peter never thought of himself as a preacher, but my how God used him? Look at the 

Christian faith now, as of 2010, more than 2 BILLION people profess to be Christians! Quite obvious that 

there have been some people engaged in spreading the Word, either by word or by works. There is a prison 

in the U.S. that 85% of the inmates are not eligible for parole. It was known as being one of the worst in the 

nation for violence. Obviously, a place that had little hope. The new warden had bibles put into every cell (a 

very simple act). Things changed dramatically, now some inmates are studying for their PhD’s! The warden 

even eats with them now! 

“Now go, I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”  Exodus 4:12 NIV 

Declare His glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among the peoples. 1 Chronicles 16:24 NIV 

In 2018, with the growth that is expected here in our community, let us commit ourselves to touching those 

lives with the love of Christ! If you aren’t involved in some form of ministry here at HUMC, it’s time to step 

out of the comfort zone and be the hands and feet of Christ this year. No special talents are needed, just a 

love of Jesus Christ! Recognize the gift He has given each you! Step up and become engaged this year. Truly, 

the rewards will last an eternity! 

“But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded.” 2 Chronicles 15:7 NIV 

 Strive to make God smile! 

          —Al Smith 

Volunteer Receptionists Needed! 

        Dixie Hampel 
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HUMC Altar Flower Guild 
A Blessed and Happy 2018 to All!  2017 was a busy and productive year for our Guild. 

 We welcomed 4 new members to our group. Thank you Judy Carter, Cindy McLeod,  

Nancy Steiler, and Gislene Hamberger for joining us. We are always excited and grateful 

to welcome new members.  For us, as with others, many hands make lighter work! 

 

We have been asked about what we do with the money we raise from the Flower Guild. 

Here is a little breakdown of the things we have been able to do with the funds we have raised thanks to all of 

you who sponsor the altar flowers we do each week: 

 

 We have purchased new vases to use for our creations. 

 We have purchased new cutting implements that we use every week to cut greenery that is used 

for the flower arrangements. 

 We have had the brass altar vessels refinished. 

 We purchased 2 new altar candles for Worship Committee. 

 We purchased additional flowers for Easter, including Peace Lilies to go to those in need. 

 We purchased all the Palms for Palm Sunday. 

 We have been able to make small arrangements for visiting pastors/guests. 

 We have purchased plants and flowers for our outdoor planters for our church beautification. 

 We have purchased the roses, baby’s breath, and bud vases for Teacher Appreciation Sunday. 

 We were able to purchase Thanksgiving themed decorations and decorate the sanctuary for 

Thanksgiving Sunday. 

 We were able to make a donation of $500 to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. 

 And finally, we were able to purchase additional flowers along with the Poinsettias to beautify our 

altar during the Advent Season. 

 

Again, we were able to do all this, thanks to you, our very gracious Sponsors!  We would like to thank the 

anonymous donor who gave the Flower Guild a $500 donation in November. Rest assured, the money will be 

put to good use! 

 

As we plan for 2018, we want you all to know how grateful we are for this very generous and supportive 

Congregation. Your kind comments and notes about the flowers we do every week are very much appreciat-

ed! 

 

Sign-up sheets for Sponsors for the 2018 calendar year are in the Narthex. Sign-up now to ensure you get the 

dates you are looking for! 

 

   Happy New Year to All!  May we all continue to be Blessed in 2018! 

 

   Marilyn Flanders, Flower Guild Chairperson 

   270-1091, marilyn.wayne@yahoo.com     
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                 B   n\—Peggy Harris, Missions Chair 

Mission Trip Opportunities in 2018 

January Soup Supper for Missions                    

Sunday, January 28, 2018 

6:00pm Family Pot Luck Dinner 

We need Soup entries for our best soup Contest, so warm 

up your crock pot and select your best soup recipe to bring to our contest.  There will be a prize for 

the winner selected by those in attendance.  Bring your dollars to vote for the best entry.  If you are 

not into making soup we could use some yummy dessert too! 

Following the meal we will learn about a mission to support our veterans with a presentation by 

Arness Krause on “Soul Care.” 

 

   —Peggy Harris, Missions Chair 
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MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

 As the calendar year ends, I want to thank all those who have helped with the MUNCH pro-

gram through your volunteering, your food donations, and your monetary support.  At this time, 

we are sending just over 100 backpacks with weekend food to children truly in need! 

 Your monetary and food donation support is so important and so needed to keep this minis-

try going.  Keep it up!  

 For our highlighted item for January, let’s do canned tuna and canned chicken.   

 Our most needed items are listed below.  Also, if you see items on this list that are discounted 

grab a couple and put them in the bin located on the left side of the Narthex as you enter. 

 Pasta Sauce (24 oz. can/plastic) 

 Pasta 1lb box 

 Spaghetti O’s or store brand equivalent 

 Cereal 

 Canned chicken and tuna 

 Tuna and Chicken “Helpers” 

 Granola Bars,  Peanut Butter Crackers 

 Pancake/Waffle Mix and Syrup 

 Canned fruits and vegetables 

If you prefer to do a monetary donation, we are pleased to receive it.  Just write a check to HUMC 

and put MUNCH in the memo field. Easy as that! Again, thanks for your generous support of 

MUNCH! 

                —Chip Davis, HUMC MUNCH BackPack Program Coordinator 

New Type of  Directory 

Church members with your own  business or service, if you are interested, a simple format, business 

card directory of services and businesses will be put together for our own use.  We currently have a 

directory of people and businesses we have used in the past.  This directory would be from the 

members of HUMC for the members of the church. After the New Year, a basket will be in the  

Narthex for you to leave your card and shortly thereafter a list will be available for us to use. I 

would like to support our Church family, not only spiritually, and emotionally, but fiscally as well.  

        Thank you and God Bless, 

        Dixie Hampel 
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Birthdays... Anniversaries... 
Name  Date 

Adrian & Nancy Hansing January 02 

Chauncey & Dee Colenda January 15 

Tony & Debbie Musolino January 18 

Charlie & Lori Pridgen January 20 

Durland & Barbara Stewart January 28 

Name     Date 

Lori Kehoe   January 01 

Sally Jo Capozio  January 02 

Roger Strong   January 02 

Linda Taylor   January 02 

Jeff Gore   January 04 

Debbie Gouge   January 06 

Allison Bellamy  January 07 

Aaron Jones, Sr.  January 07 

Greg Woodfill   January 07 

Josh Brooks   January 08 

Maddie Kerrigan  January 10 

Don Nichols   January 11 

Diana Davis   January 12 

Dennis Diefenbach  January 12 

Tracy Lane   January 12 

Steve Zerby   January 12 

Olivia Riley   January 13 

McKenzie Tomlinson  January 13 

Larry Moro   January 14 

Sara Yates   January 14 

Nancy Davis   January 15 

Dee Colenda    January 17 

Kay Cornett   January 17 

Dan Goesch   January 18 

Ken Maynard   January 18 

Gavin Mintz   January 18 

Debbie Musolino  January 18 

Hope Mintz   January 20 

Gwen Rogers   January 20 

Daniel Henderson  January 22 

Michael Braswell  January 23 

Gladys Joyce   January 23 

Steve Wilder   January 23 

Hiram Williams  January 23 

Mardi Sutton   January 25 

David Harris   January 26 

Jim Patterson   January 27 

Helen Ayres   January 28 

Jeannie Fisher  January 28 

Deena Holmes  January 30 

Steve Goisovich  January 31 

Adrian Hansing  January 31 

Altar Flowers... 

Date       Dedication 

January 7 Mac & Linda Taylor. . . 

 “In loving memory of my Linda’s Dad,  

 Elmore Howard.” 

January 7 John & Judy Vick. . . 

  “In celebration of our 58th wedding anniversary.” 

January 14 Conne Schwarz. . . 

  “In loving memory Miriam & Conrad Schwarz.” 

January 14 Larry & Nancy Davis. . . 

  “In celebration of Nancy’s birthday; & in loving  

  memory of Nancy’s brother Arthur Skoland.” 
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