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William’s Wanderings 
       “Love is patient 

and kind.  Love is 

not jealous or 

boastful or proud or 

rude.  It does not 

demand its own 

way.  It is not irri-

table, and it keeps 

no record of being 

wronged.”                                                      

-I Corinthians 13:4-5 

 

   We church folk love this passage 

from Paul’s first letter to the Church at 

Corinth.  We call it the “Love Chap-

ter.”  People like to have it read at 

their weddings because they think 

that is what Paul’s intended purpose 

was, and I suppose it fits better than, 

say, Psalm 23, which is typically read 

at funerals.  

   Of course, I don’t have a problem 

reading I Corinthians 13 at a wed-

ding.  I, to be sure, do not mind using 

it as a text to remind us that we are, 

as followers of Jesus, called to live into 

the full meaning of unconditional 

love. 

   We should know that the original 

purpose of the Apostle Paul was to 

demonstrate how church folk are to 

relate to one another.  I mean: Do 

you seriously think that the 21st 

Century church is the first one to 

ever have issues?  Come now, my 

friends, we all know better than to 

think such! 

   A friend-a good friend-recently sent 

me a post condemning the church that 

I have loved since I was fourteen years 

of age.  And I have experienced some 

separation of new friends who disagree 

with what they perceive/see in the 

church.  (I recently saw someone at 

the local Food Lion who would not even 

speak.) 

   I get that we don’t always agree on 

doctrine, theology, or social and politi-

cal issues.  But, to be sure, we are fol-

lowers of Christ enough to still be as 

One in Christ’s love. 

   And when did we Christians 

come to the point that we could 

not sit together with someone with 

whom we might disagree…yet still 

valued as a brother/sister in 

Christ?  We are supposed to be better 

than those who do not profess Jesus as 

Lord.   

   I have been pondering of late that if 

we truly sought to live into these 

words from the Apostle Paul…that if we 

looked at the relational principles in 

these two verses alone, we would find 

them sufficient enough to cause a ma-

jor revival in most churches. 

   Look!  It is okay to see the world 

around us differently.  I have family 

members who think differently than I 

do.  (In truth, I am most likely the 

“black sheep, the lone wolf” of the 

family in my way of looking at things.  

Since I am very comfortable in my own 

skin and in what I believe, I am more 

than okay with that, while still loving 

all the members of my family.) 

   What is not okay is ceasing to be as 

Jesus has called us to be!  Jesus gave 

us two commandments: “Love God 

with everything that you have.  

And love your neighbor as your-

self.”  There is no cafeteria plan to 

doing this.  You don’t get to pick and 

choose who you love, my friends.  Ad-

mittedly, it would be nice if we could; 

for then I wouldn’t have to love rude 

and unkind people. 

   We are not to love one another just 

because we are all lovable.  We know 

that not everyone is.  And we don’t 

just speak to one another when we all 

agree, or when another is doing every-

thing we like.  We are to pray for and 

encourage one another, even when we 

don’t agree.  And we are not to serve 

the church only when others are join-

ing in.  We are to serve the church 

even if we are alone in doing so.  And 

we can’t do that if when we disagree 

the first thing we do is take our mar-

bles and go home. 

   True church membership is built on 

love.  Love that is authentic, biblical 

and unconditional. 

Still in His Peace, 

Pastor William 
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MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

Many thanks to all the folks who selected MUNCH during the Al-

ternative Gift Market. The money will be put to good use. 

 

As always, cereal is one of the most needed item we need.  Please keep in mind that the whole-

sale club extra large boxes are difficult to pack. 
 

 Backpack Meal Items:  
 

•Cheerios, Oatmeal, or other low sugar cereals  

•Canned Pasta Sauce and dry Pasta  

•Canned Vegetables & Fruits, Individual Fruit Containers (low sugar/no refrigeration)  

•Plastic Jars of Peanut Butter and Jelly  

•Individual Packages of Peanut Butter Crackers and Cheese Crackers  

•Tuna and Chicken Helpers or store brand 

•Canned Tuna and Canned Chicken (to pair with item above) 

•Chunky Soups & Stews, Macaroni & Cheese  

•Canned Pastas (Spaghetti-O’s, Ravioli-O’s, etc.) store brand is fine 

•100% Fruit Juice (small cans or plastic bottles)  

           “Reduced Sugar” and “Lower Sodium” are best! Please, NO glass containers. 
 

                          Thank you for your continued support! 

                              Chip Davis, MUNCH Coordinator 

Give 5—Read 5 Books 

This year we are continuing to accept donations of new books and money to 

purchase books for all Pender County Second Graders.  Our goal this year is 

for all books to be NEW books. We are not accepting any gently used books. 

Three additional churches have contributed funds for this county-wide project 

as well as three additional civic groups in Pender County.  We accept and appreciate all donations  

especially those who remembered someone at Christmas with an acknowledgment card from the  

Alternative Gift Market.   We will continue to accept new “approved” books until April 1, 2023.  

Deadline for monetary donations is March 1, 2023 so that we can get in our final book order.  Checks 

can be submitted to the HUMC Financial Secretary with Give 5- Read 5 on your check memo line. 

               —Peggy Harris 
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Sunday School News 

Coastal Carolina Walk to Emmaus 

This is a retreat program from The Upper Room.  It is patterned 

from the Catholic Church’s Cursillo.  It’s a three day retreat to help 

strengthen your spiritual life.  You will enjoy three days of singing, learning, laughing, worshiping, reflect-

ing, praying and participating in small groups.  There will be five talks each day, ten are given by laypersons, 

and five by clergy members of different denominations. 

 

The event is supported behind the scenes by members who have previously been on a walk.  You will enjoy 

three meals a day and other snacks.  You will celebrate Holy Communion everyday and experience God’s 

Grace through prayers and acts of anonymous service from the Emmaus Community.  You will leave with an 

experience of Christian love in action that will equip you for new levels of grace-filled service and leadership. 

 

Rev. William, John Harris, or Peggy Harris can connect you with a “sponsor” from our church.  Your spon-

sor will provide you with an application. A deposit of $50 goes in with the application and the balance of 

$125 can be paid when you register on Thursday evening.  Our church also has funds to assist with this ex-

pense. 

You have a “sponsor” who has attended a walk and will pick you up on Thursday afternoon to take you out 

to dinner.  This sponsor will return you home late Sunday afternoon.  The Salt & Light Center is like being 

in a dorm room, you bring your own linens and pillow.  You will room with possibly 3 others sharing a bath-

room. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  The Women’s Walk is February 8-11, 2024 

                                                —Peggy Harris 

"He said to him, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This 

is the greatest and most important command."  (Matthew 22:37-38) 
 

The Elementary Students are enjoying learning about the life and missions of Jesus Christ.  We meet in Room 

17 of the Pre-school building.  We would love to have you join us if you are 3 yrs. to 5th grade.  We are  

looking forward to the Lenten season which will start February 14th.   
 

Our Youth Group meets in Room 2 of the Main Building at 10 a.m.  They are doing a Bible Study, The Prodigal 

Son, facilitated by Greg Gibson.  Hope to see you there! 
 

We are always in need of help with our teachers to give them a break from time to time.  If you are interest-

ed in a part time or full-time teaching position for these enthusiastic soul hungry children, please let me, 

Jaime Alberti or Pastor William know.   

     —Cheryle Shaffer, Sunday School Superintendent,  

          910-620-5904  
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Anniversaries... Birthdays... 

Altar Flowers 
Date  Dedication 

February 4  Les & Mary Ann Parks… 

  “In celebration of our one year anniversary  

  as members of HUMC.” 
 

February 4 Ed & Linda Dunn… 

  “In celebration of our 53rd wedding  

    anniversary on February 12th.” 
 

February 11 Patty Smith… 

  “In loving memory of my father.” 
 

February 11 Clarence Lewis… 

  “In loving memory of Sandy Lewis &  

    Gail Herring.” 
 

February 18 Jeff & Jackie James… 

  “In loving memory of Jeff’s mother,  

    Maxine James, for her birthday.” 
 

February 18 Ann Todd… 

  “In loving memory of Maxine James,  

    for her birthday.” 

February 25 Patrick Miller… 

  “In celebration of Alice Cavin’s birthday  

    on February 23rd.” 
 

February 25 David & Sally Piepmeyer… 

  “In celebration of our 23rd wedding  

    anniversary; and for Sally’s parents,    

                         Lawrence and Lou Sauls’ birthdays.” 

Name   Date 

Seth Sutton  February 01 

Jane Tchouros  February 01 

Conley Weaver  February 01 

Katie Braswell  February 03 

Terry Tracy, Jr. February 03 

Donna Diefenbach February 04 

Ryan Radley  February 04 

Dee Stolk  February 04 

Matthew Burner February 05 

Dot Cotman  February 05 

Sarah Snyder  February 05 

Alyce Costello  February 07 

Ashley DeDecker February 07 

Coleen Johnson  February 07 

Carolyn Kingman February 09 

Dale Bolin  February 10 

Betty Godwin  February 10 

Brenda Gibson  February 12 

Linda Smith  February 12 

Duncan Martin  February 13 

Donna Schmid  February 13 

Jonathan Riley  February 14 

Alli Shirley  February 14 

Natalie Alberti  February 15 

Cody Rogers  February 16 

Mary Martin  February 17 

Dave Pierce  February 17 

Perry Rouse  February 18 

Jonathan Cornett February 20 

William Holliday February 21 

Loretta Greenough February 23 

Carter Luhring  February 23 

Nancy McKelvey February 23 

Neal Purser  February 23 

Jerry Smals  February 23 

Alice Cavin  February 25 

Michael Kermon February 25 

Mark Nunalee  February 25 

Kelly Willman  February 25 

Karen Agoulnik February 26 

Kerry McDaniel February 26 

Nolan Carrozza  February 27 

Darlene Hill  February 28 

Angie White  February 28 

 

Name               Date 

Ed & Linda Dunn   February 02 

Josh & Eileen Arrington  February 11 

Clarence & Bonnie Lewis      February 14 

Lou & Donna Kurtz         February 16 

David & Sally Piepmeyer     February 21 

Fed & Bev Phillips           February 22 

Jack Loveless & Ann Todd       February 22 

Larry & Jeannie Rieman        February 28 


