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Skip’s Scoop 

“Grinding ‘Fine’!” 
 Things were not always done at “break-neck” speed!  In 
the days of primitive grindstones, there was an old expression 
concerning the church:  

“The wheel of the church grinds exceedingly slow; but it also 
grinds exceedingly fine!” 

 In other words, some stones will give a coarse grind, 
which is accomplished relatively quickly. Other stones give a 
“medium” grind, which takes a little longer. And then there are 
stones that grind “fine,” which is a fluffy powder. These stone 
take an even longer time to complete the grinding, hence the 
above expression! 
 The lesson?  It takes TIME to get things done correctly 
and with the best results. Even when it seems like it’s taking  
forever, in many cases, slow is better! 
 The wheels of repair and building are grinding “slow” by 
necessity!  In our day of “instant everything,” we tend to  
become impatient—and in our current situation, impatience is 
neither virtuous nor helpful!  
 Pray for God’s blessing and inspiration!  When you see 
the main roof repair begin (tentatively starting in February), 
give thanks. When you see site preparations on the new build-
ing begin (also soon), give thanks! 
 God’s “grind” is “exceedingly fine,” and that’s what we 
want!  You just wait – He’s moving 
in some unimaginable ways here!    
 See you in church on Sunday!  
Your fellow servant in Christ!     
   —Skip 
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Children & Youth Ministries 

UPWARD SOCCER REGISTRATION HAS BEGUN!  All registrations can be 

submitted online at www.hampsteadumc.org, click on children, then  

Upward Soccer.  Upward Soccer is for children and youth from 3 years to 

5th grade.  Practices are for one hour during the week and Saturday game 

days will begin at 9am.  All practices and games are right here on our church campus in Hampstead, 

no traveling involved!  The cost for registration is $65 and includes reversible jersey, socks, water 

bottle, car magnet, scripture lessons, award star poster, access to the unique Myupward website, 

and an end of the year award.  Upward Soccer is one of the most rewarding experiences you and 

your child can possibly have!   

Registration ends February 23 and practices will begin the week of February 24, with the first game 

day on March 9.  Tell your friends, and sign up now! 

Upward Soccer is looking for volunteers in many capacities.  We will need coaches, referees, and  

volunteers to run the evaluations.  Evaluation days are as follows:  February 16, 10am – 2pm, and 

February 23, 10am – 2pm.  With enough volunteers, we ask for just 2 hours of your time either in the 

morning or the afternoon, whichever works for you.  You do not need to know how to play soccer, 

or have soccer abilities in order to conduct these drills!  As long as you can use a timer and have 

enough breath in your body to blow a whistle, you can do this!  Contact Melody Doyle at 

m.doyle@hampsteadumc.org if you can help out with this wonderful community outreach ministry.   

 

POWER KIDS is in full swing with many activities taking place each Wednesday evening at 6:00pm 

– 7:30pm, dinner is provided.  All elementary age children from HUMC and the surrounding  

community are invited to join us where important Bible lessons are learned through skits, games, 

object lessons, crafts and journaling.  We would love to have dinners provided by anyone willing to 

give us a break from pizza!   

 

HUMC YOUTH meet each Thursday from 6:30-8:00pm for both middle school and high school 

youth! Many youth sponsored events are just around the corner so join us to see what being part 

of the flame is all about! If anyone would like to give us a break from pizza on a Thursday evening, 

we would love to have you!   

 

THINGS ARE HAPPENING AT HUMC REGARDLESS OF THE STATE OF OUR BUILDING!  MANY STEPS 

FORWARD ARE OCCURING, THANKS TO ALL OF THE FAITHFUL AND LOYAL PEOPLE OF HUMC!  MAY 

GOD BLESS EACH OF YOU! 

          —Melody Doyle 
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A bit of news for you today~~~ 

A bakeless bake sale is on the way.  

Everyone’s busy these days; who wants to bake  

A pie or cookies or even a cake.  

 

You’d be surprised if you counted the cost, 

Of ingredients, heat, and the time you’ve lost.  

Baking for sales is lots of work.  

Yet nobody really wants to shirk.  

 

So we’ve got a plan that’s really grand 

And feel quite sure you’ll understand.  

In an envelope, put cash or write a check for the price  

Of a pie, brownies or cake.  

 

Without fuss or bother, you’ve done your part, 

We hope you’ll give with a willing heart.  
 

We thank you for your support of the UMW’s Bakeless Bake Sale. 

When: Sunday, March 3, 2019 

Where: Hampstead United Methodist Church 

Proceeds Benefit: Missions of the United Methodist Women 

How this works: Just find a cozy chair, sit back, think about the 

time, money, resources and energy spent on preparing your contri-

bution to a regular bake sale, then add up the sum and donate it at 

our bakeless bake sale! 

 

For those of you who would be buying all those goodies at a regular bake sale…add up the 

cost of losing those “bake sale pounds” --- joining the health club, buying all that lettuce, and 

those expensive running/walking shoes!  And just how much is it worth not to have to worry 

about losing those “bake sale pounds” in the first place? Well, add it up and donate that 

amount! Easy as … uh … pie!  

 Bakeless Bake Sale Information 
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Altar Flower Guild 

During 1/27 worship services, Brenda Sellers offered a wonderful 

presentation to Marilyn Flanders for keeping our Flower Guild thriving, 

providing continuity and organization, and inclusion in the HUMC min-

istry. Brenda presented on behalf of our committee, a “Root Annihila-

tor” shovel to Marilyn with Matthews 25:19-21 inscribed on it. This 

verse reflects Marilyn’s contributions as stated by Brenda, "Marilyn has 

been instrumental in leading us in good stewardship of the funds we 

collect in His name.” She searched for the best deal, purchasing on sale 

and doing whatever it took to save a dollar. She has also increased the 

size of our team and has led with humility, kindness and humor.  Mari-

lyn’s leadership, having taken the baton from Brenda Sellers, who 

founded this committee, continued to assure our beautiful altar flowers 

were made possible by sponsors and designers. We applaud Marilyn Flanders for her leadership from 

2016-2018 of our HUMC Flower Guild committee. 

 

HUMC Flower Guild is comprised of members who rotate on about a 6 week schedule to design our 

altar flowers and then break remaining arrangements down to individual vases to present to the sick 

and in need of encouragement. The role has been expanded to financially support the Holiday and 

Christmas decorations along with any special event worship expenses, which removes this cost from 

the church budget. Most recently, at our December meeting, the Guild voted to donate $1,000 to the 

renovation fund. Our committee now serves under the umbrella of the Congregational Care Ministry.  

 

Thanks be to God for His beautiful plant “kingdom” and imparting His creative Spirit to all in this 

committee; for Brenda and her vision and motivation to originate this committee; for Marilyn's dili-

gence and service; for Skip in support of this ministry….It is one of the most enjoyable and humbling 

opportunities to serve; to grace His altar with His bounty in honor of loved ones, to break down and 

 impart these blessed flowers to those in need, to build lasting friendships, --- to Honor God and deco-

rate His house.   

 

We would love to have more volunteers on our committee and our lead designers will teach you in the 

art of flower arranging. Please call Cindy McLeod, 910-231-7465 if you would like to serve in this 

spiritual capacity.  Once our sanctuary is restored, we will again ask for sponsors honoring their loved 

ones and sign up will be in the narthex or by calling Cindy or Brenda (at 910-264-3864). Many have 

chosen to be perpetual donors and these will be greatly appreciated once in 

our sanctuary.   

       —Cindy McLeod 
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Music Notes 

Musical Greetings to all! 

Yes… you ARE reading the article for music… but I am sidestepping mu-

sic for the moment.  Skip has spoken a lot lately, of Noah and his ark.  It 

hit me that I have over 100 pictures of my all-too-quick trip to the Ark 

Encounter in northern Kentucky, over the Ohio line. 

On 8/12/16, after a wonderful week with my sister and her husband in 

Ohio, we thought this would be a great way to send me off, for a quick 

afternoon, before I would leave from there and head back to Hamp-

stead.  Boy!  Were WE wrong!!!  What hits you first, is the ENORMITY of 

this structure, which is just jaw-dropping!  The picture above cannot do 

it justice, as I had to back so far away to get it all in!  Note the close-up 

picture, of the jogger in the green shirt (seen just to the right of the pot-

ted plants in mid-picture above!), and then other people even closer to 

the “boat!”  This gives you some perspective!  Then, to stand at the bow 

of the ship (at least I THINK it was the bow!  The left side of the full picture above!)… I never felt 

so small!  Venturing inside, you see how it was possible to have all the animals housed and fed, 

although I don’t think the Bible lays out a road map on how this was done!  But their layout and 

explanations are ingenious and certainly credible!  One cannot help but 

feel humbled by the enormity of this venture: by the current one, 

“cheating” as it was built with cranes and modern machinery, and most 

certainly, by the original, to have been built with rudimentary tools!  

Simply AMAZING!!!! 

We saw this barely a month after its opening, and they have added 

new things since then.  I recommend this trip off the beaten path!  But 

plan on having more than just a few hours to spend!!! 

Yours in Song,  Patti Rouse 
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Preschool News 

Dear Church Family and Friends, 

 

It is an honor to serve our church with you. You have helped our pre-

school over the years in a variety of ways. Over the last few weeks, you 

have helped us again in ways that have shown how much you care about this important 

ministry. Thank you to EVERYONE who has given so much time to get us back up and run-

ning. While the last four and a half months have been hard on so many, you put your own 

needs aside to move furniture, toys and supplies (several times), help with repairs, clean, 

gave financially and so much more. For that I am truly grateful.   

 

We opened our doors to our children and their parents with an Open House on Monday, 

January 7th and classes began the next morning. It was an overwhelming blessing filled with 

great excitement to have our babies back “home” in this place. Though some of our chil-

dren were unable to return this school year, we gladly welcomed several new children into 

our preschool family. 

 

Registration for the 2019-2020 school year is in progress.  For more information  contact us at 

humcpreschool@hampsteadumc.org or 910-270-3388.   

 

On behalf of the staff and children of HUMC Preschool, thank you again for helping us re-

open our doors to the Hampstead community. We are blessed! 

 

Happy February! 

Peace and prayers, 

Judy Lane 
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Notes from Your Lay Leader 

Is Holy Communion only valid when an ordained minister performs it? 

In the United Methodist Church only pastors are authorized to consecrate the elements. Laypeople can assist 

the pastor. Communion is not an individual sacrament, but is celebrated by the whole gathered congregation.  

In the United Methodist Church members may not celebrate the Lord’s Supper without the presence of a pastor 

or a designated leader. The pastors role is essential in understanding of breaking bread together.  

 

One question that comes up is, why not just let people preside over the Lord’s Table whenever and wherever 

the spirit moves them? The Bible tells us that this practice did not work so well in Corinth. The Lord’s Supper 

turned into lavish meals where attendees ate and drank as much as they wanted, leaving little for those who 

showed up at the last minute. Paul sent them a simple rule in 1 Cor 11:33 “so then my brethren when you come 

together to eat, wait for one another.” 

 

The rule requiring a pastor or designated leader to preside over the Lord’s Supper is an ancient discipline with 

wisdom in mind. It requires the church to “wait for one another.” In other words gather for the  Eucharist. By 

its very nature the Lord’s Supper must be a corporate experience. 

        —Steve Calarco, Lay Leader 

Page 7 

Stephen Ministries 

 HUMC is blessed with a Stephen Ministry program for those in need of a special friend to walk with during a 

difficult time.  Situations that can cause a need are: 

 Grief  

 Health Issues 

 Personal Crisis 

 Divorce 

 Terminal Illness/End of Life Issues 

 Spiritual Crisis 

 Caregiver for a Loved One 

 Financial Difficulties/Job Loss 

 Infertility  

 Many More Issues that Cause Pain 

If you think you would like a Stephen Minister to walk along with you during a difficult time please call your 

HUMC leader for a conversation. 

Vicki Crane,  

910-270-5048(H)  910-262-1486(M) 

Friendship Circle 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE:  Will meet at the home of  Emily Pickett on 

Feb. 4th at 7:00 PM.  For more information call Loretta Greenough at 

910-270-2060. 
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Spring Clean Thank You! 

I would like to thank everyone for helping with all of the packing, 

unpacking and repacking you’ve been doing since Hurricane Flor-

ence visited our area. After all of this we should be considered pro-

fessional movers! Your hard work and determination to get things 

done is very much appreciated!  Thanks again!  

We’ll be having our annual “Spring-Clean” in late March or early April to trim shrubs, rake 

pine straw, and remove some weeds from our flower beds. With your help, we can keep our 

HUMC campus green, clean, and beautiful!  —Shirleen Spencer 

BLTs (Books, Lunch, Talk) 

We are currently reading “A Perfect Mess: Why You Don’t Have to Worry about Being Good 
Enough for God” by Lisa Harper.  Amazon says this about “A Perfect Mess”: 

“In this liberating look at how God adores and transforms imperfect people, Bible teacher Lisa 
Harper weaves poignant stories of her own personal foibles with a fresh take on selected Psalms to 
reveal a loving Father who remains your greatest champion even when you don’t feel anywhere 
close to holy.” 
 
Join Lisa in discovering what happens when we stop trying to hide our inadequacies and doubts 
and instead trust God with our anger, frustrations, flaws, and regrets. As you accept God’s loving 
invitation to exchange your junk for His joy, you’ll find the imperfect pieces of your life shaped 

into a glorious pattern of divine grace. In your less-than-lovely moments, God sees a precious 
daughter in need of His perfect love.” 

We invite and encourage everyone, men and women, to participate in our BLT group. We meet 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month for fellowship and discussion of selected books.  There is only one 
requirement -- you participate/attend as you feel led to do.  If you don't like the title of the 
book/author/subject, that's perfectly fine -- maybe, you will see something in the future that will 
appeal to you! 
 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, February 19, 11:30am-1:00pm in the Youth 
Center, for fellowship and discussion of the current book. Please bring a 
lunch or snack for yourself. (And, bring a friend!)   

We have books available to borrow.  Please contact Cheryl Rootes (910-540-
3578 or crootes52@gmail.com) if you would like to borrow a book. 

Thank You! 
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Martha’s Kitchen 

Martha's Kitchen, a meal-type service, will be starting up soon. If you are 

interested in any of the following, please email dixiecup46@yahoo.com 

with your choice(s) as soon as you can. We would like to  be ready with 

food all ready to go. Baking, making an entrée, delivering a meal, shop-

ping for fresh food, or serving when needed are some of the areas we will 

need your help. We also really need to have communication between  the 

committee and our congregation in order to be effective. We'd like to help with bereavement, 

illness, new member of the family (not always a baby), or other times when a meal would be 

appreciated. Martha's Kitchen is still in the preparing stage, so please help us make this a  

successful mission for us all by joining us. I promise (as do the other leaders) that we will not 

have meetings and the like-just food ready to go and people happy to make it. Please pray and 

consider this mission.  

       God Bless you,  

       Dixie Hampel 

OWLS 

The OWLS will meet on Thursday, February 14th at 11 o’clock in the Youth Building. Please bring a bag 

lunch, water and coffee will be provided. 

 During this meeting we will elect officers for the coming year.   

 Discuss the possibility of sponsoring a church wide trip to Mike’s Farm.  

 Plan an outing for our March meeting. 

We haven’t been together in quite awhile sooo, we have a lot of work to do. Plan to pack your lunch and 

let’s have some fun! 

Communities In Schools Tutors Needed! 

 Communities In Schools (CIS) of Cape Fear is recruiting volunteers for their PaSS tutoring pro-

gram in New Hanover and Pender Counties, which helps 3rd grade students prepare for their End of 

Grade tests. With a record 20 schools participating (scroll down to see list), your help is needed more than 

ever this year! 

 Once enrolled, tutors will be matched with a student at the school of their choice and will meet 

with the same student once a week for 30 minutes, listening as they read out loud and helping them prac-

tice their comprehension. You can sign up to work with one student, or more if you want! 

Students love the relationship they form with their tutor; teachers and schools love the extra support; and, 

as a volunteer, you will feel good knowing you’ve helped a struggling reader gain confidence. 

CIS provides the materials, all you need to do is show up consistently, and have fun with your students! 

PaSS will begin early-March and run until the first week of June. Please consider volunteering, either by 

yourself, or as part of a team (from your church, your company, or your civic organization) and help us 

support our students! 

If you have any questions, or want to sign up please call 910-343-1901, or email annie@ciscapefear.org 
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MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

 We have our very own logo as seen!  From 

what I have been told, it is supposed to appear as 

if a child had drawn it. 

 We received some food items from FEMA 

via Share the Table®.  Not directly to us.  There is 

not a lot of additional news at this time. 

 Again, I have removed the list of foods we normally receive in our Narthex 

since we don’t have any area to receive them!  I hope that people will continue with 

monetary donations.  I will make every effort to get the best deals on food from these 

donations.  Being a good steward of our monies is important.  

 Just write a check to HUMC and put MUNCH in the memo field. Easy as that! 

  Again, thanks for your generous support of MUNCH! 

 

    —Chip Davis, HUMC MUNCH BackPack Program Coordinator 

Just a few, helpful reminders from the church office: 

 When planning a meeting, event, or hosting a community program all must be submitted via request 
to the church office. You may submit a request on the church website under “Calendar” on the home 
page, and then selecting “Event Request.”  We ask that you do not advertise your request until it has 
been approved via the Administrative Assistant. 

 By Clicking on “Calendar” on the home page, you will have access to the complete calendar. Before 
selecting a time and date, it would be most helpful to look at the calendar first so that you may 
choose an available slot. 

 All articles/requests for inclusion of weekly worship bulletin announcements must be submitted by 
12:00 PM on Wednesdays. 

 Monthly newsletter submissions for “Script Shores” are due to the office no later than the 18th of 
every month, except December.  If your submission cannot be ready by then, contact the church 
office to decide on a specific time of availability. 

 

The office greatly appreciates your ability to follow these guidelines!  This helps to ensure that  

everyone’s events, missions, and committee meetings are included and advertised in all publications,  

especially during this time until we have more meeting space available. Thank you! 

 

       —Lacy Quehl, Administrative Assistant 

Church Office Reminders 
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Birthdays... Anniversaries... 
Name            Date 

Ed & Linda Dunn February 02 

Clarence & Bonnie Lewis     February 14 

Lou & Donna Kurtz        February 16 

Don & Helen Ayres February 21 

David & Sally Piepmeyer         February 21 

Fed & Bev Phillips         February 22 

Jack Loveless & Ann Todd       February 22 

Larry & Jeannie Rieman       February 28 

Name   Date 

Seth Sutton  February 01 

Conley Weaver February 01 

Jane Tchouros February 01 

Katie Braswell February 03 

Donna Diefenbach February 04 

Ryan Radley  February 04 

Daniel Major  February 04 

Dee Stolk  February 04 

Dot Cotman  February 05 

Beth Bridger  February 06 

Ashley DeDecker February 07 

Bill Rogers  February 07 

Coleen Johnson February 07 

Dale Bolin  February 10 

Betty S. Godwin February 10 

Brenda Gibson February 12 

Donna Schmid February 13 

Kim O’Bannon February 14 

Jonathan Riley February 14 

Alli Shirley  February 14 

Skip Williams  February 14 

Natalie Alberti February 15 

Cody Rogers  February 16 

Mary Martin  February 17 

Dave Pierce  February 17 

Larry Davis  February 18 

Dale Dykhuizen February 20 

Darcy LaFever February 22 

Loretta Greenough February 23 

Nancy McKelvey February 23 

Neal Purser  February 23 

Jerry Smals  February 23 

Alice Cavin  February 25 

Anna Miller  February 25 

Mark Nunalee  February 25 

Kelly Willman February 25 

Kerry McDaniel February 26 

Nolan Carrozza February 27 

 

Cards & Letters... 
HUMC Family, 

Thank you all for your cards, text, prayers, and kind 
words. The loss of a loved one is never easy, but having 
caring people that take the time to show God’s love is such 
a warm gesture.  

  Much love,  

  The family of Karen Marshall 
  Tim, Mindy, Katie, Mike, & Courtney Weaver 
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