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Skip’s Scoop 

 I enjoyed a most intriguing article last month, and want 
to share its central core with you. The author is Rob Renfroe. 
Without getting into long quotes, I think his title sums it all up:  
“Happiness versus Holiness.” 
 Renfroe contends that, in today’s society and mind-set, 
people come to churches and to God seeking Happiness, and 
are disillusioned when they don’t find it 100% of the time. I  
believe that there’s a difference between Happiness and Joy. 
Happiness is situational, while Joy is an all-pervading attitude, 
no matter the surrounding circumstance. Seeking Happiness 
from the church is like looking for doughnuts in an appliance 
store. There probably ARE doughnuts somewhere in the  
stockroom or breakroom--  but the appliance store is not in the 
business of offering doughnuts-- they offer appliances! 
 That’s not to say we can’t expect to find Happiness at 
church-- quite to the contrary! The church’s main offering (by 
the grace of Christ Jesus!) is the free gifts of salvation and  
eternal life.  Realization that one has been given those  
magnificent gifts is certainly cause for Happiness of the highest 
order! 
 But as we enter the church, for the 30th year or for the 
first time, we should clearly understand that the Church (again, 
by the grace of Christ Jesus) first offers forgiveness, salvation 
and transformation – “Holiness!” This Heavenly assortment of 
gifts comes day or night, rain or shine, up or down, high or 
low. In short, when we strive for “Holiness,” then “Happiness” 
just comes with it, and we will never be disappointed! 

 

See you in Church Sunday!     
Skip 
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 Our mission team is in need of your help.  We need someone who would be interested in serving as 

our local Disaster Preparedness Coordinator.  You would be the contact person to filter district needs to our 

church.  You would plan future training events to get more church members certified with CERT (Community 

Emergency Response Team).  If “hands-on” service, learning how to deal with recovery following disasters is 

something you would like to become involved with please let Rev. Skip, Walt Makaryk or Peggy Harris know 

of your interest.   

 Our mission team will be meeting Tuesday, Feb. 6th at 9:00am in room #2.  We welcome anyone who 

would like to find out more about our service out into the community and the world. 

                 n\—Peggy Harris, Missions Chair 

Is Mission Your Passion? 

Altar Flower Guild 

We are preparing for the season of Lent which believe it or not, is right around the corner.  We have 

several openings for weekly flower sponsors.  Won’t you please take a look at the sign up sheets in the 

Narthex and consider filling in any of our open spots?  We would really appreciate it !  And as always, 

we are still looking for new people to join our team.  Currently we have 12 members.  No experience is 

necessary, we will train you!  If you are looking for a fun way to be an active participant in our church, 

please let us know.  We gladly welcome you! 

      Marilyn Flanders, Flower Guild Chairperson  

      marilyn.wayne@yahoo.com, 270-1091 

United Methodist Men 

  Recent/Upcoming Events: Jan 13th Breakfast; Jan 13th Sanctuary conversion for  

Molly Johnson Blood Drive (extra props to Larry Davis and Joe Bridger for being on point 

for the sanctuary rebuild)!  

 Feb. 3rd: 1st Saturday breakfast; Feb. 13th: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper; several 

ramp projects are to be scheduled and completed. 

  All men 16 and older are encouraged to involve themselves with the UMM. While we 

all have busy lives, men must strive together to be the godly men that He has called us to 

be. One hour on Sunday just isn’t enough time for that to come forth. Give yourselves the 

opportunity to grow in a spiritual direction with other men that have that same  

commitment. There is nothing to be intimidated by—we are all striving to that end.  

Together, we can become the leaders He designed us to be. Together, we can be the hands 

and feet of our Savior and experience all that He has in store for us. Together, we can learn 

to give of ourselves in new, more meaningful ways. Together, we ALL grow. 

“For God so loved the world that He gave….” 

John 3:16a 

What are you willing to give? 

—Al Smith 

mailto:marilyn.wayne@yahoo.com
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Music Notes 

Good February one and all!        
 

It seems we just get over the Advent Season when Lent comes fast approaching.  As proof, I sit here with my 

Christmas lights still up on the house, though I don’t light them at night anymore!  (Well…. Except for 

those, only I can see, out my window here!)    My tree is in its stand out on the deck, looking pretty good 

actually!   And there’s still my snowman display on the table 8’ from here, and a pool table full of ribbon 

and boxes!  So yep… My typical February!!  Add to that, we postponed Echoes of Christmas an extra week 

due to SNOW (which was pretty amazing!)!  If you were unable to attend Echoes on Jan. 14th, what a joy-

ous sound you missed, with 5 Choirs in attendance, along with extra folks from each church, singing carols 

in glorious harmonies!  No shy voices there!  Those rafters were RINGING!! 
 

But now, with the Lenten Season, comes more music!  Ash Wednesday is February 14th, and we are off!  I 

hope to bring back the services of those who participated in the “Cantata Choir” and cleverly change the 

name to the “Easter Choir!”  (We are nothing, if not flexible!) 
 

If you would like to sing with us during Holy Week this year, please contact me now with that desire.  We 

SURE can use you!  Music will be handed out by Ash Wednesday, and practices will follow thereafter!  I 

need to know how many will be singing, to get all the music in order…like NOW!!    So, CALL ME at 270-

2544, or contact me at roushous@charter.net .  We have a place for you in our “Easter Choir!!” 
 

I can never say it enough, but thank you to all who serve our Music Ministry so faithfully, and to those who 

support our ministry here! 
 

Ah!  My Christmas Clock is playing “Joy to the World!”  I guess it’s time to get this article in to the office! 

 

Yours in Song, 

Patti Rouse 
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Preschool News 

This month we look forward to showing acts of love, kindness and friend-

ship as we look forward to celebrating Valentine’s Day.  As a staff, we en-

joy catching our children “doing something good” and rewarding them 

with “praise-o-grams.”    

 

Registration for the 2018-2019 preschool year is now in progress for waiting list families and 

church members.  For more information please email at  

humcpreschool@hampsteadumc.org or give us a call at 910-270-3388, Mondays thru  

Thursdays from 9-12.    Happy February! 

       Peace and prayers, 

       Judy Lane 

Stephen Ministries 

Upward Soccer  

Jesus was a compassionate person, who time after time, intently focused on the physical as well as spir-

itual needs of people.  Jesus paid attention to the whole person, not only healing the physical illness but 

tending to the person’s spiritual needs as well. 

If Jesus had been a passive healer, he had only to wave some kind of magic wand and the person would 

have experienced physical healing.  But Jesus knew that the persons most important need was not for 

physical relief but for personnel wholeness.   

Jesus actively participated in the lives of people who needed him.  His compassion was not a passive sad-

ness at their plight, but an assertive, proactive, caring involvement that commanded response and ex-

pected results.   

HUMC has a wonderful group that wants to listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual 

support.  People who are facing a crisis, going through a difficult time, loss of a loved one can receive 

passionate care from a Christ filled care giver.  This person is a “Stephen Minister.”   

Call Lydia France (330-240-3749), Vicki Crane (270-5048),  Pastor Skip or Pastor Trudy to start your jour-

ney of healing. 

 UPWARD SOCCER REGISTRATION HAS BEGUN!  All registrations can be submitted online at 

www.hampsteadumc.org, click on Missions, then Upward Soccer.  Upward Soccer is for children and youth 

from 4 years to 7th grade.  Practices are for one hour during the week and Saturday game days will begin at 

9am.  All practices and games are right here on our church campus in Hampstead, no traveling involved!  The 

cost for registration is $65 and includes, reversible jersey, socks, water bottle, scripture lessons, access to the 

unique MyUpward website, end of the year award, end of the year entertainment that you do not want to 

miss, and one of the most rewarding experiences you and your child can possibly have!  JOIN US ON OUR 

COMPLETELY REFURBISHED SOCCER FIELDS!  They are superb! 

 Registration ends, February 13th. Practices will begin the week of February 19th, with the first game 

day on March 3rd.  Tell your friends, and sign up now!        

          —Melody Doyle 
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Spiritual Decluttering: A Fresh Start For a New Year 

 One nice thing about a new year is that it brings an opportunity to have new beginnings. It's like you 

can hit a reset button for the new year. It's February and there is a good possibility that your new year's resolu-

tion has failed or you forgot about it by now.  

 As a United Methodist member parting with some things or making a few changes may declutter your 

spiritual church life. Doing so may make room for a new movement of the Holy Spirit in the months ahead. 

 Your Seat:  If you' re like most members you usually sit in the same seat or  area of the church every 

week. Choose a different seat or area of the church to sit. You will literally see the service from a different 

perspective. You will also interact with other members of the church.  

 Time Wasters:  Try to set aside more time to call church members you haven' t seen for  a while. 

Make time to join a new class or church group. Volunteer to serve on a new committee.  

 Bible:  Try reading a new or  different version of the Bible. It can br ing new life to familiar  passages. 

If you normally read a traditional version try something more modern. Or if you are reading a more mod-

ern version try a more traditional version. You can search the web for Bible reading sites and apps, there 

are many free ones. 

 Classes:   If a new class is offered sign up and take the course. It will generate questions and interest 

in a different subject.  

 Sometimes all it takes is a minor change in our routines to reinvigorate and re-motivate ourselves. 

 Give it a try! 

        —Steve Calarco, Lay Leader 

United Methodist Women 

I hope you have enjoyed the snow!  As I am writing this a little more is expected. I hope the students 

don’t have Spring Break shortened.  

I hope your Christmas Day was wonderful and the spirit is still flowing! We have activities coming up 

very soon. 

February…………………………Methodist Home for Children Sharing Sunday at the Pastor’s discretion  

February 11……………………..Candy & Bake Sale after each service 

February 24……………………..HDUMW Social Action Event at Faith Harbor UMC in Surf City 

March 2…………………………World Day of Prayer 

March 3…………………………HDUMW Missions Studies at Harbor UMC in Wilmington 

             9:30-2:30; Car pool @8:30 am (Climate justice, living in Covenant                     

         Communities, Missionary Conference.) 

March 10……………………….HDUMW Mission Studies at Mt. Moriah UMC , Clinton 

March 14……………………….Game-A-Rama set-up at 1pm Vicki Crane –Chairman 

March 15……………………….Game-A-Rama 11:00-3:00- Twila Jones-ticket contact person 

OTHER EVENTS: 

April 2…………………………..Spirit Circle at 7 pm at the HUMC Library    

            Friendship Circle at 7 pm at designated home 

April 10…………………………Hope Circle will meet at 10am room 2 at HUMC 

April 21…………………………Spiritual Retreat Luncheon at Pelican Reef Club House,  

            Hope Circle will hostess 

All women in the church are invited to attend all of our activities! 

          —Kay Williams  

Page 5 
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Leap of  Faith 

The Leap of Faith (LOF) Committee is continuing to serve our  

community with the food pantry.  As everyone knows, times have been 

difficult for many, and we continually appreciate food and/or monetary 

contributions.  Food items may be placed in the green Leap of Faith bin 

in the Narthex.  

       ATTENTION BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT FANS!   

Week One of our 5th Annual Leap of Faith ACC/UNC-W & ECU CHALLENGE CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

will start on Sunday,   February 4th!  Special containers will be placed in the Narthex for fans of NCSU, 

Wake Forest, Duke, UNC, ECU, and UNC-W, teams, to place items for the food pantry.  These items will be 

removed and counted each week in February with the weekly results noted in the bulletin and on the 

“Hampstead Happenings” bulletin board.  The “winners” will be announced following the ACC  

Tournament, which ends March 10th.   

We have had several individual donors of food.  We are so grateful to all of those in the Hampstead  

community who have donated food items so generously to Leap of Faith.   

 The basic non-perishable food items we serve our Hampstead community are: 

Cereal, Breakfast Bars, Bisquick/Pancake Mix, Pancake Syrup, Single-Serve Packets of 

Grits/Oatmeal, Canned Meat (Tuna Fish, Chicken, etc.), Soup, Canned Vegetables & Fruits, 

Canned Pasta (Spaghetti-O’s, etc.), Macaroni & Cheese, Pasta Sauce & Pasta, Chicken &  

Tuna Helper, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Plain Crackers (Saltines), Peanut Butter Crackers, Cheese 

Crackers, Baby Food, Condiments (Ketchup, Mustard, Mayo), Toilet Paper, Dry Dog & Cat 

Food  

Optional items we serve our community are: 

Toiletries (Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Shampoo, Hotel Complimentary Toiletries, etc.), Paper 

Towels, Cleaning Supplies, Any Non-Perishable Grocery Items Not Listed Above 

 Currently, we have fourteen active volunteers on the committee.  Leap of Faith is in need of adding 

additional volunteers.  CAN YOU VOLUNTEER?  CAN YOU JOIN OUR MISSION?  Each volunteer is 

assigned a week (Sunday thru Saturday) on a rotating schedule.  The time of day/evening that the volunteer 

distributes the food to the outdoor pantry is decided by the volunteer.  Plus, one is reimbursed for any items 

you purchase for the pantry.  

 Please contact Dixie Hampel (910-270-1480) or John and Paulette Biles (910-270-3096) if you are 

interested in being on the LOF Committee.   

 Our next scheduled Committee meeting is at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 19th, 2018.  We  

welcome guests who would like to know more about Leap of Faith. 

 In His Name, 

   Dixie Hampel and John & Paulette Biles, Co-Chair, The Leap of Faith Committee 
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 Wilmington Area Rebuilding Ministry (WARM) organizes volunteers 

and raises funds to complete safety-related urgent home repairs and  

accessibility upgrades for low-income homeowners, in Brunswick, Pender and 

New Hanover Counties. 

 By preventing home accidents and illnesses, WARM helps people age in 

place safely- preserving their dignity and independence. 

Volunteer opportunities are available Monday through 

Saturday. If you want to make a difference for low  

income families in our community, we have something 

for you! 

 

Bring a group for a team building experience, or come 

on you own and learn some new skills in a positive,  

encouraging environment. No experience is necessary, 

we’ll teach you everything you need to know!  

Check out our website, give us a call, or stop in the 

office for more information. 

www.warmnc.org 

910-399-7563 

WARM 
5058 Wrightsville Avenue 

Wilmington, NC 28403 

Wilmington Area Rebuilding Ministry 

http://www.warmnc.org
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MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

 What a wonderful Christmas surprise when I learned that the Christmas Eve services’  

offerings for MUNCH were over $4,000!!!  We are all blessed to be in a church where missions both 

in our community and the rest of the world remain an important part of our family of faith. 

 With more than 100 backpacks being sent home each weekend, the monies collected will be 

used to continue this vital ministry.  With all the bounty we have in this country, a hungry child 

should never happen! 

For our monthly “special”, let’s do canned chicken or canned tuna. 

The following are our regular items that we can always use. 

 Pasta Sauce (24 oz. can/plastic) 

 Pasta 1lb box 

 Spaghetti O’s or store brand equivalent 

 Cereal 

 Canned chicken and tuna 

 Tuna and Chicken “Helpers” 

 Granola Bars,  Peanut Butter Crackers 

 Pancake/Waffle Mix and Syrup 

 Canned fruits and vegetables 

If you prefer to do a monetary donation, we are pleased to receive it.  Just write a check to HUMC 

and put MUNCH in the memo field. Easy as that! Again, thanks for your generous support of 

MUNCH! 

                —Chip Davis, HUMC MUNCH BackPack Program Coordinator 

Cards & Letters... 
Dear HUMC Community of Faith, 

It is such an important ministry that you have as you spend time praying for others!  I am humbled and 
thankful that you prayed for me.  Thank you so much for your prayers and for the beautiful prayer 
shawl that you gave me!  It’s even my favorite color and reminds me that sweet sisters in Christ have 
prayed for me.  Thank you so much for your prayers! 

         Love,  

         Holly Burrus 

OWLS 

The OWLS will meet Thursday, February 8th at 11:00 AM in room 5/6. Peggy Rose will present our  

program.  Don't forget to bring a bag lunch. Drinks and fruit will be provided!  Come join us! February 

8th, 11:00 AM! 
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Birthdays... Anniversaries... 

Altar Flowers... 

Date       Dedication 

February 4 Nancy Davis. . . 

  “In loving memory of my mother Alice O. Skoland.” 

February 4 Richard C. Feus. . . 

  “In loving memory of my beloved wife Penny.” 

February 11 Dianne Putnam. . . 

  “In loving memory my husband Art Putnam.” 

February 11 Clarence Lewis. . . 

  “In loving memory of  Sandy Lewis.” 

February 18 Nancy Davis. . . 

  “In celebration of Larry’s birthday.” 

February 18 Linda Farrell. . . 

  “In loving memory of Claude Farrell.” 

February 25 Don & Helen Ayres. . . 

  “In celebration of our 66th wedding anniversary.”

Name            Date 

Ed & Linda Dunn February 02 

Clarence & Bonnie Lewis     February 14 

Lou & Donna Kurtz        February 16 

Don & Helen Ayres February 21 

David & Sally Piepmeyer         February 21 

Fed & Bev Phillips         February 22 

Jack Loveless & Ann Todd       February 22 

Larry & Jeannie Rieman       February 28 

Name   Date 

Seth Sutton  February 01 

Conley Weaver February 01 

Jane Tchouros February 01 

Katie Braswell February 03 

Terry Tracy, Sr. February 03 

Terry Tracy, Jr. February 03 

Donna Diefenbach February 04 

Ryan Radley  February 04 

Daniel Major  February 04 

Dee Stolk  February 04 

Dot Cotman  February 05 

Sarah Snyder  February 05 

Beth Bridger  February 06 

Ashley DeDecker February 07 

Bill Rogers  February 07 

Coleen Johnson February 07 

Dale Bolin  February 10 

Betty S. Godwin February 10 

Brenda Gibson February 12 

Donna Schmid February 13 

Kim O’Bannon February 14 

Jonathan Riley February 14 

Alli Shirley  February 14 

Skip Williams  February 14 

Natalie Alberti February 15 

Cody Rogers  February 16 

Mary Martin  February 17 

Dave Pierce  February 17 

Larry Davis  February 18 

Maxine James February 19 

Darcy LaFever February 22 

Loretta Greenough February 23 

Nancy McKelvey February 23 

Neal Purser  February 23 

Jerry Smals  February 23 

Alice Cavin  February 25 

Anna Miller  February 25 

Mark Nunalee  February 25 

Kelly Willman February 25 

Kerry McDaniel February 26 

Nolan Carrozza February 27 

Angie King  February 28 
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