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William’s Wanderings 
“And Joseph also 
went up from 
Galilee, from the 
town of Nazareth, 
to Judea, to the 
city of David, 
which is called 
Bethlehem…” 

                            Luke 2:4 

   As you receive this newsletter 
for December, we are beginning 
the season of Advent.  I know!  
These December newsletters are 
supposed to be about the Birth of 
the Baby.  Every minister 
worth his Duke degree writes 
a message about Christmas!  
Tradition dictates such. 

   Well, I thought I would do 
something new.  Of course, I did.  
Besides Advent is a relatively 
short season, and we will be in 
Bethlehem before you know it. 

   Of course, in some ways, I sup-
pose, Advent represents the long 
road of the soul from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem.  When I consider all 
things, I, actually, find that the 
distance is relatively short-90 
miles between the two.  Not that 
far, unless one is walking, then 
the journey was about four days.  
However, sometimes the spiritual 
journey is longer than the physi-
cal. 

   Advent is the road to Christ-
mas.  Again, a relatively short 
distance as we consider time and 
place.  Yet it leads to eternity; it 
has a beginning, but no end.  Like 
Lent, which prepares us for the 
Easter event, Advent is the road 
we travel if we want to journey to 
Heaven.  It is the place from 
which we start. 
   Joseph is a seemingly minor 
character in the Christmas story.  

He appears briefly in the Gospel, 
playing a supporting role, or so it 
seems.  But before Joseph can 
wipe the sleep from his eyes and 
rid his mind of the emotions that 
surely were present, he must be-
lieve-he must go where he previ-
ously had not been. 
   To be sure, you know that he 
had a bit of self-pity, wrestling 
with a dream that told him to not 
hesitate to take Mary for his wife 
(see Matthew1:18-ff).  These Ad-
vent days of wandering and prep-
aration may not seem to be the 
moments of joy that the actual 
day of Christmas is, but we rise 
all the same as we journey from 
our Nazareth(s) to Bethle-
hem…and come to see that Beth-
lehem is in our own souls, 
hearts and minds, to quote 
Catherine de Hueck Doherty. 

   During these weeks of Advent, 
we are seemingly standing still, 
but we are in truth moving along 
on the journey. No!  We are not 
actually walking, driving, flying, 
or anything of the like.  But we 
are journeying a thousand miles; 
for our journey is, again, in our 
souls, heart and mind.  And 
sometimes…that journey is hard-
er; for it requires a willingness to 
open oneself to God’s Spirit.  To 
trust what we are hearing from 
the Heavenly voice.  To go ahead, 
follow the star, and go to Bethle-
hem for the Savior born there. 

Still in His Peace, 
Pastor William 
 
Mo and I want to wish each 
and every one of you a joyful 
Christmas season.  May the 
One born in Bethlehem be 
present to you and all your 
family. 
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We at HUMC have been blessed with a very loyal, loving and dedicated Staff. 
Please join us as we gather a love offering between now and December 18th.  
Place your gift in the offering plate marked “Staff Christmas” or see a member of 
SPRC. This love offering will be shared among all our staff members as a token of 
our thanks and best wishes for a Happy Holiday season. Thank you all for being such a loving,  

caring congregation!    —Staff Parish Relations Committee 

Staff  Love Offering 

Holiday Worship Services 

Upcoming Services 

5:00 PM  Christmas Eve Service 

  7:00 PM  Christmas Eve Service 

      Nursery Provided 
 

Christmas Day 

One Worship Service at 10:00 AM 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

In the past we have had a very active Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Shawls have been available simply by 

request. We would love to continue and certainly expand this ministry. Although we still have a small 

supply of shawls, we would like to revive donations. If you knit or crochet and would like to contrib-

ute or donate a shawl we would certainly welcome your gift. As you see a need and let us know, we 

will prayerfully make these available to you for you to disperse as you see appropriate.  

 

Additionally, beginning Thursday, December 1, 9:00 AM in room 9, if you would like to come and 

knit/crochet in the company of others, which I personally love, please come!  You do not “need” to 

join in this group (circle) weekly but certainly can donate a shawl you knit at home, or come with 

questions.  We will welcome all shawls. If you want more information, please call, text, or email. I will 

respond as soon as possible.  
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Music Notes 

Hello Everyone! 
 
   I have been in the position of Music Director here for about 2 months now, and I’ve truly enjoyed 
my transition into Hampstead United Methodist Church! I had big shoes to fill, but I received such a 
warm welcome. I thank God for this job on a daily basis. I grew up in a small town in Illinois and 
attended traditional church services until I was 18, so I have an appreciation for hymns that goes 
back to an early age. I moved to Orlando when I was 18 to study Music Education at the University 
of Central FL (before they were known), and I was involved in more contemporary services, where I 
grew to love praise and worship music. I feel so fortunate to bring my experience to the table at 
HUMC as we transition from 3 services to 2 services. Music helps us express and feel. Music can be a 
way for us to connect with each other as we praise God with our voices! Psalm 95:1 “O come, let us 
sing unto the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.”  
 
   In addition to selecting and leading hymns and singing with the praise band on Sundays, I have 
LOVED directing the HUMC choir so far. What a committed, talented group of people that are 
ready to bring a message of music to the congregation each week. We have already shared laughter 
and tears as we’ve made music together. I have felt the presence of God during rehearsals and ser-
vices. Please let me know if you’d like to join us for the New Year in 2023. Rehearsals are every 
Thursday from 7:00-8:00pm. 
 
    On Sunday, December 4th, the HUMC Power Kids and Youth will be singing a couple of songs at 
the 11:00 service to get us in the holiday spirit. They are a bright, talented group of young people 
that will surely touch your heart with their songs! Shout out to Jaime Alberti for doing such an awe-
some job gathering them together and making them comfortable enough to make music together. It 
will be a treat, so be sure to try to attend.  
 
    We also have several additional members of the congregation joining us to narrate, sing, or play 
instruments in the Christmas Cantata this year. Mark your calendars for Saturday December 17th @ 
7pm and Sunday December 18th @ 11am to come hear about the Thrill, Love, Peace, and Joy of the 
holiday season and the story of Jesus’ birth. This will be a great opportunity to bring a friend or 
neighbor.  
 
   I would finally like to shout out our amazing accompanist and someone I already call a friend, Re-
becca Wisniewski. Rebecca’s love of the Lord is beautiful. When she prays, you can tell she has a 
close relationship with God, and her love for Him transfers to her playing beautifully. Between the 
weekly choir anthems, hymns, Preludes, Postludes, Offertory, Communion, and the Christmas Can-
tata, I can’t imagine how many notes Rebecca plays a week. She does it with grace and heart. We 
both feel called to this church, and we look forward to our journey of leading music for HUMC ser-
vices. If you would like to get involved or would just like to reach out, feel free to email me at bth-
ny80@gmail.com.  
                                               Thanks for everything so far, and see you Sunday! 

                                                                                    Sincerely,  Bethany Borden 

mailto:bthny80@gmail.com
mailto:bthny80@gmail.com
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Night In Bethlehem 

Give the Gift of  Life! 

Searching for the perfect gift to give? At no cost and just an hour or so of your time, you can give the gift of 

life! Donating your blood can save up to three lives.  

Our HUMC blood drive is scheduled for Monday, December 12th from 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM 

in our Family Life Center. The Red Cross follows all Covid protocols for safety. Please contact the 

Red Cross to schedule your appointment. 

We are just days away from A Night in Bethlehem and all involved are very excited to bring this 

event back to Hampstead. It’s been shelved since 2017 as HUMC dealt with dual blows caused 

by Hurricane Florence and COVID-19, but now it’s back! The costumes look amazing, the cast is 

prepping for their parts, and the grounds will be completely transformed. Transformed – we’re 

hoping visitors will be equally transformed while attending this special event. If you’re wonder-

ing how you can help, sharing news of the occasion with your friends, family, social media net-

work, and the neighbor in line at the grocery store would make a huge difference. We want as 

many people to hear about it as possible, so let’s team up and saturate the local grapevine. A fly-

er is available on HUMC’s Facebook and Instagram pages to share or download and distribute to 

your contacts. If you’d rather eBlast everyone and need some NIB pictures to share, email Mike 

Johnson (mikeorthej@yahoo.com). All hands on deck for this final publicity push! Let’s bring 

folks in our community back to Bethlehem. 

 

Don’t forget, we are still accepting monetary donations and if you’re looking for a full immersion, 

check the signup sheet in the narthex for any roles that are still available. (Note: we will never 

turn away a volunteer!  If you want to participate, then we would love to have you!)  Please note 

that Room 4 is being used for wardrobe pickup if you’re in need of a costume.  A Night in Bethle-

hem will take place on Saturday, December 10th, from 6-9 PM, and the rain date is Sunday, De-

cember 11th also from 6-9 PM. 

mailto:mikeorthej@yahoo.com
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MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

Ho, Ho, Ho, the holidays are here! We continue to be a church family 

reaching out and serving our community. 

 

Again, one of the items we use the most is cereal.  We try to send a box home every other week.  

In case you haven’t noticed, cereal prices have skyrocketed (along with so many other things).  

Fortunately there are some off-brands or store brands that are still fairly reasonable.  If you are 

considering a MUNCH purchase, cereal is always well received! 

 

BackPack Meal Items:  

•Cheerios, Oatmeal, or other low sugar cereals  

•Canned Pasta Sauce and dry Pasta  

•Canned Vegetables & Fruits, Individual Fruit Containers  

    (low sugar/no refrigeration)  

•Plastic Jars of Peanut Butter and Jelly  

•Individual Packages of Peanut Butter Crackers and Cheese Crackers  

•Tuna and Chicken Helpers or store brand 

•Canned Tuna and Canned Chicken (to pair with item above) 

•Chunky Soups & Stews, Macaroni & Cheese  

•Canned Pastas (Spaghetti-O’s, mini-Ravioli’s, etc.) store brand is fine 

•100% Fruit Juice (small cans or plastic bottles) “Reduced Sugar” and “Lower Sodium” 

are best! Please, NO glass containers. 

       Thank you for your continued support! 

                       —Chip Davis, MUNCH Coordinator 

Martha’s Kitchen 

Greetings from Martha's Kitchen. We hope your Thanksgiving, and Christmas are wonderful an full of 

joy. The Kitchen decided we will be inactive for awhile since we really haven't had any requests for 

food for quite some time. We know the reason for this is, our wonderful HUMC family responds quick-

ly and unselfishly to those around us who need help. Martha's Kitchen is usually the last to know, but 

we are still here. There are still some frozen soups in the FLC which still should be tasty, so help 

yourself. Thank you to everyone who has participated in Martha's Kitchen and who still will help. 

Please do not hesitate to email or call Nancy Davis (nancyd2855@gmail.com) or Dixie Hampel 

(dixiecup46@yahoo.com) if the need for food arises. God bless. 

mailto:nancyd2855@gmail.com
mailto:dixiecup46@yahoo.com
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Alternative Gift Market! 

December 4th  is the last day!  If you would like to donate please contact Linda Dunn:  

lindadunn767@gmail.com 

This is a wonderful way to honor someone you love with a gift to one of the following missions: 

WARM whose mission is to repair, rebuild and make homes accessible to all family members. 

MUNCH a weekend food take home from school program. 

Four C’s Food Pantry offering food and assistance to the needy in the name of Jesus. 

Rotifunk Hospital Mission of Hope funds hospital and school operations in Sierra Leone. 

Table of Grace serving good food and good news to the needy in our community. 

Give 5 Read 5 Provides all Pender County children in The 2nd Grade 5 books of their own to 

take home and read during the summer. 

HUMC PRE SCHOOL will use these gifts for scholarships and or supplies. 

Rotifunk Madonna Project provides prenatal and delivery care at the Rotifunk Hospital in Sierra 

Leone 

Thank you for your support of these missions! 

Give 5 -Read 5 Books for Pender County Second Graders 

We are currently collecting donations to purchase all new books for distribution to current 

Pender County second graders in May of 2023.  Our goal is for each child to experience the 

joy of opening up the first page of a “brand new book” which is theirs to keep.  Make dona-

tions during the Alternative Gift Market on Dec. 4th and receive a “gift card acknowledgment” 

for your donation.   

Spirit Circle Christmas Party 

 Spirit Circle will hold a Christmas party at the home of Nancy Hansen on 12/12 at 6:30 

PM. Any women who are interested in Spirit Circle, or circles in general, are invited to at-

tend. The next regular monthly meeting of Spirit Circle will be held on 1/9/23 at 7:00 PM 

in the library. 

Give 5-Read 5 Books for Pender County Schools 



 

 

Sunday School News 

 We will start the month off with a bang.  Actually, a short Christmas program on De-

cember 4th at the 11 a.m. Service.  The Elementary and Youth group will sing two or three 

Christmas Carols.  Looking forward to it.  Hope to see you there. 

 Also, just to reassure everyone interested in attending a Sunday School class during our 

transition into two services.  At this point we have 3 adult classes.  The Christian Living Class 

meets in Rms. 5-6.  The facilitators are Steve Goisovich and John Haverkamp and are studying 

the scriptures for each weeks Lectionary.  This class includes couples and singles and has great 

fellowship. 

 Our second adult class is located in Rm. 9. "The Seekers" delve into the Bible verse by 

verse and encourage discussion.  This class is facilitated by Trudy Wilder, Dixie Hempel, Car-

olyn Taylor or Darlene David and is open to all ages, singles or couples. 

 Our third adult class is located in the Family Life Center in Rm. 1.  We are currently 

watching "The Chosen" video and using the Study guide workbook.  Facilitated by Bonnie 

Smith or Brenda Sellers and currently made up of women. 

 Pastor William will also be holding an Advent study in the sanctuary beginning Novem-

ber 27th. 

 If we see an interest, we will start a new Adult Class in Rm. 3.  I will be there to help or-

ganize and determine your ideas for topics of study.We of course will continue our Elementary 

School classes in Room 17 of the Pre-School wing.  At this point we are studying the heroes of 

the Old Testaments and as we get closer to Christmas, we will be studying the birth and life of 

Jesus Christ. 

 The high school/middle school class is located in Room 2 of the Main Building.  The Sto-

ry Bible is our curriculum with a complimentary short video.  Greg Gibson is our teach-

er/facilitator. 

 Hope you will find a Sunday School which fits your spiritual needs.  Blessings, Cheryle 

Shaffer, Sunday School Superintendent 

                                                           —Cheryle Shaffer 
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Anniversaries... Birthdays... 
Name    Date 

Maggie Parrish   December 01 

Donna Cook   December 02 

Jean Loughlin   December 02 

John Cockrum   December 03 

Matt Thomas   December 03 

Claudette Brown  December 04 

Brenda Batson      December 08 

Allison Rooks   December 08 

Helen Rooks   December 08 

Ruth Sheaffer   December 09 

Ute Wolf   December 09 

Shania Eckhardt  December 10 

Tara Eckhardt    December 10 

Trish Allen   December 12 

Lucy Deaton   December 12 

Jim Godwin   December 12 

Karen Saari   December 14 

Rose Southerland  December 14 

Alex Wolf   December 14 

Frank Gibson   December 15 

Spencer Dunthorn  December 16 

Hope Gibson   December 16 

Cheryle Shaffer   December 19 

Bill Shaffer   December 19 

Henry Batton   December 23 

Jim McLeod   December 23 

Rachel Norris   December 24 

Pattie Thompson  December 24 

Melissa Hedelius  December 25 

Madeline Gibson  December 27 

Mary McLamb   December 27 

John Wolfenbarger  December 28 

Pat Davis   December 29 

Sheila Rodney   December 31 

Sean Walker   December 31 

Name     Date 

Bill & Cheryle Shaffer December 19 

Dale & Angie Bolin  December 22 

Bob & Ginger Wells  December 22 

Carson & Dottie Webb December 24 

Hiram & Kathy Williams December 27 

Altar Flowers 
Date       Dedication 

December 4     Sue Keylor... 

                            “In loving memory of my mother.” 

 

December 4     Paul & Karen Saari; &  

     John & Diane Fisher... 

                             “For our dear children Scott Malin  

        and Jennifer Midkiss.” 
 

 

December 11     Janet Toedt… 

                        “In loving memory of my husband  

       Lynn Toedt.” 
 

 

December 11    Ken Sheaffer & Ruth Sheaffer… 

                      “In celebration of Ruth Sheaffer’s  

     birthday; and in honor of Jennipher  

                Burns and Janet Toedt for their                    

                           strength and Christian love.” 


