
 

 

  2019       December   Script Shores  
Hampstead United Methodist Church 

Malachai 3: 3 says "He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver."  

 

 You might feel this is an unusual scripture for the Advent and 

Christmas season. But it seems to me that the whole purpose of this holy 

season is God providing the means for us to become what God created us 

to be—pure  and holy,  and with Him now and forever.  

 There's a story about a church Bible study that explains the  

scripture very well. They read the scripture over and over, and were   

puzzled as to its meaning. So one of the ladies called a friend who was a 

silversmith, and made an appointment to watch him while he was at 

work. She didn't tell him the reason for her interest, beyond curiosity 
about the process of refining silver. 

 As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the 

fire and let it heat up. He explained that in refining silver, one needed to 

hold the silver in the middle of the fire where the flames were the hottest, 

in order to burn away all the impurities.  

 The lady thought about God holding us in such a hot spot-- then 

she thought about the verse that prompted her quest. She asked the    

silversmith "Is it true that you have to sit here in front of the fire the 

whole time?"  The silversmith said it was true, that he had to keep his 

eyes on the silver the whole time it was in the fire.  Taken from the fire 
too soon, it would remain impure. Left in the fire too long, the silver 

would be destroyed. The lady was silent for a moment-- then she asked 

"How do you know when the silver is fully refined?" Smiling, he said 

"When I can see my image in it!" 

 This reveals to us the Advent/Christmas purpose of God-- we are 
refined, inside and out, by the fire of the Christ-delivered Holy Spirit. 

Remember two things:  firstly, God always has His eye on you and will 

never leave you; secondly, you will be fully refined when God can see His 

image in you! 

 From the staff and me, God bless you as you faithfully serve our 
Lord Jesus, and for the love you share with us! God is truly doing       

wonderful things here!  Merry Christmas!      

                        Skip    
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We at HUMC have been blessed with a very loyal, loving and dedicated 

Staff. Please join us as we gather a love offering between now and      

December 15th.  Place your gift in the offering plate marked “Staff  

Christmas” or see a member of SPRC. This love offering will be shared 

among all our staff  members as a token of our thanks and best wishes for a Happy      

Holiday season. Thank you all for being such a loving, caring congregation!  

                           —Staff Parish Relations Committee 

Staff  Love Offering 

Holiday Worship Events & Services 

LIVING NATIVITY 

Friday, December 13th, 6:00 to 9:00 PM. 

Stop by, pause, and remember the reason for the season. 

Church front lawn. Refreshments will be served. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES 

12:00 PM  Communion Service 

This service will help folks with visitors arriving later Christmas Eve.  

 

5:00 PM  Casual Candlelight Communion Service 

This service is primarily for families with children. 

 

  7:00 PM  Candlelight Communion Service 

Nursery provided for children up to age 3.  

    

   Invite your family & friends! 

 

5TH SUNDAY SERVICE 

Lessons & Carols December 29th 

Ultra casual service. Christmas carols and share in sweets and treats! 

(One Service Only, 10:00 AM) 
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Music Notes 

GREETINGS FROM THE HUMC MUSIC MINISTRY! 

While looking at this motley crew of singers from the Peanuts com-

ic strip, by Charles Schulz, I couldn’t help but reflect just where we 

were last year at this time!  The Praise Team was practicing in the 

Youth Building on Sunday mornings, while keeping parishioners at 

bay behind the garage door while we could warm up!  The CHOIR 

actually practiced OUTSIDE, in all kinds of weather, (barely) under the cover of the side porch of 

the office wing on Sunday mornings! Talk about Troopers! 

 

That seems like a lifetime ago… or… just weeks ago!  It’s “one of those!” But here we are, a year 

later, and we are very thankful to have our Choir Room to practice in, during the week AND on 

Sunday mornings! 
 

Once again this year, due to our “extenuating circumstances,” there is NO Cantata, but have no 

fear!  In the month of December, the Praise Team will be singing songs of the season at 8:30    

Sunday services, while the “Christmas Choir” will be singing hand-picked selections from past  

Cantatas:  Some lively pieces, some serene pieces, and on they’d like to burn!!! (It’s a challenge, 

but so worth it!” says the director!)  On Christmas Eve, the Choir will be singing 2 Cantata           

selections, at each of the 5:00 and 7:00 services.  (Kevin and I will supply the music at the noon 

service that day, as the Choir rests up before their big night ahead!)  We hope to see you, your 

friends and neighbors at one of these services! 
 

Reminder:  Don’t forget about the one service on Dec. 29th at 10AM, when the congregation will be 

singing your picks for favorite Christmas songs! 
 

Also, Echoes of Christmas will be at Faith Harbor this year, so stay tuned for more information on 

that!! 

 

Yes Virginia!  HUMC Music is still, very much alive and well! 
 

Another calendar year is flying to an end, as we prepare to jump into a new decade!!!  (Soon we’ll 

have to learn how to write 2020 on our checks! I was just trying to get used to 2019!!)  Before we 

make that leap into the New Year, I do want to thank you for the support you continue to offer to 

Kevin Kolb and me, and to all the members of our Praise Team and Choir family!  It means so 

much to each and every one of us! 

 

I close with a hearty wish for you all to have a very Merry Christmas!! 

 

Yours in Song, 

Patti         
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Preschool News 

“For unto us a Child is born, to us a son is given” Isaiah 9:6 

 

This month is all about Christmas, the Nativity story and Compassion.  We 

will also learn about community helpers, the Pastor and the Postman.   

 

Thank you to everyone who helped our kids help other kids by contributing food for the 

MUNCH Program.  We collected over 100 items that will be sent to the local elementary and 

middle schools. 

 

From now until Monday, December 16, we will continue with the theme of “kids helping 

kids”  with this month’s mission project of collecting items and preparing bags for our  

Headstart Gift Bag Program.  We know these bags bring joy and make a difference in chil-

dren’s lives.  For some children, this gift bag may be their only Christmas.  Please help our 

children send blessings to other children throughout our county.  Collection boxes are in the 

Children’s Wing and the Youth Building.  

 

On behalf of the children and staff, thank you to everyone for your love and support of our 

Preschool. We are blessed.  Merry Christmas! 

  

       Peace and prayers, 

       Judy Lane 

 Puzzles 

 Board books 

 Coloring books 

 Paper 

 Crayons, Markers, Pencils 

 Hairbrushes/combs 

 Children’s shampoos/soaps 

 Toothbrushes/toothpaste 

 Hats, gloves, mittens 

 Socks 

 Underwear sizes 3-6 

 New or gently used 

coats/clothes sizes 3-6 

 Small stuffed animals 

 Small toys 

*NO GLASS CONTAINERS OR PERISHABLE ITEMS PLEASE* 

HEADSTART GIFT BAG ITEMS: 
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Lay Leader Message:  Did Charles Wesley Write Christmas Hymns? 

Did Charles Wesley write any Christmas hymns? 

Charles Wesley, a prolific hymn writer, wrote several hymns for Advent and 

Christmas. Some we know and others are less familiar. 

He composed the text of “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” in 1734. In 1744,    

Wesley published “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” in “Hymns for the       

Nativity of Our Lord,” a hymnal which was reprinted many times during Wesley's lifetime. 

In “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus,” Wesley greatly captured the anticipation of the people of Israel 

who had waited for hundreds of years for the coming of the Messiah. As we sing, we sense the words of 

the prophets calling the people to prepare the way of the Lord into history (Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:1-4), 

and into our hearts and lives.  

May each of you have a very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!! 

         —Steve Calarco, Lay Leader 

MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

            —Chip Davis, MUNCH Coordinator 

Save a Life:  Give Blood! 

Searching for the perfect gift? You can give the gift of life on Monday, December 16.  A single 
donation can help 3 children or adults.  The Red Cross bloodmobile will be here at HUMC 
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM on the 16th. (Note: this is NOT the usual donating time!)   

Here’s hoping the Hampstead Community will respond to the urgent need for blood!  Please 
contact the Red Cross to make your appointment for this drive. 
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United Methodist Men 

Recent: The UMM: assisted in getting the “Shoe Drive” bags relocated, then    

loaded for transport; got the “Pallet Taj-Ma-Hal/shed” finished (kudos to                   

Clarence  Lewis, Joe Bridger, John Harris, David Major, Pete Long, Ed Dunn,         

Steve Calarco and Al Smith on finishing it up); performed grading/leveling along the YC sidewalk;           

renewed the charter with the General Commission on United Methodist Men (GCUMM) for 2020 and 

2021. Larry David accepted the position of treasurer for the UMM. Info on the Low Country Boil will be 

available in the next Script Shores article. 

Upcoming: December meeting is on the 7th at 8AM. 

Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the 

Lord. Hebrews 12:14 NIV 

 This verse reminds me of a story Chuck Swindol shared in one of his messages; He was back in seminary 

school at the time. He was driving with his wife and his young child. A wreck occurred which launched his 

child into the windshield. They were okay though the young child suffered a broken jaw and other seri-

ous injuries, of which required being in the hospital. Chuck found himself staying at the hospital which 

conflicted with class. He visited a particular professor later that evening to inform him of his situation. 

Chuck knocked on the front door a couple of times, the door opened and in a gruff voice, Chuck heard 

his professor say “What do you want?” Chuck explained his situation as best he could with little          

sympathy from his professor. In his message Chuck went on to say how we all have people knocking on 

our door. His question then was ‘How do you answer it?’ Recall how Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus with a 

kiss, Jonah betrayed God’s request by going to Tarshish, Paul was quite ruthless prior to his encounter 

with Jesus on the road to Damascus.  

 As we enter into the time of celebration for Christ’s birth and the stress that is brought on by our own 

hands, let us strive to be the Light of Christ. As Christ-followers, our goal should be to have the light of 

Christ in us at all times! Interestingly, the more you shine the light of Christ in your daily lives, the more 

knocks you come to notice on your door. Be a blessing this Christmas and in all you do. 

May the Light of Christ shine upon you this Christmas, and always,  

        Al Smith 

Why we participate in AGAPE Shoe Boxes.  

Every year our church participates in the AGAPE Shoe Box mission.  The following link is provided for your 

information about how and why we do AGAPE shoe boxes.  We hope you will take a look for a greater      

understanding of how much of an impact this mission project makes. 

https://nccumc.org/outreach/2019/11/why-project-agape-is-not-a-toxic-charity/ 

            —Peggy Harris 
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HUMC Missions Shoe Drive 

The shoes are on their way!!  Thank you to everyone who gave their time and their shoes! 

        

       As always, thank you for your service,  

             Linda Dunn, Missions Chair 
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Anniversaries... Birthdays... 

Altar Flowers 
Date       Dedication 

December 1         Judy Harrelson... 

                                “In loving memory of my daughter Melissa Britt 

          and my husband Truett.” 
 

 

December 8         Mike & Linda Tedder… 

                          “In celebration of our 52nd wedding anniversary.” 
 

 

 

December 15        Janet Toedt... 

                         “In loving memory of my husband Lynn Toedt.” 

Name    Date 

Maggie Parrish   December 01 

Skippy Redinger  December 01 

Donna Cook   December 02 

Jean Loughlin   December 02 

John Cockrum   December 03 

Matt Thomas   December 03 

Claudette Brown  December 04 

Ronan McGuire  December 06 

Brenda Batson      December 08 

Allison Rooks   December 08 

Helen Rooks   December 08 

Ruth Sheaffer   December 09 

Ute Wolf   December 09 

Shania Eckhardt  December 10 

Tara Eckhardt    December 10 

Trish Allen   December 12 

John Biles   December 12 

Lucy Deaton   December 12 

Jim Godwin   December 12 

Maddie McLeod  December 12 

Karen Saari   December 14 

Rose Southerland  December 14 

Frank Gibson   December 15 

Spencer Dunthorn  December 16 

Hope Gibson   December 16 

Cheryle Shaffer   December 18 

Bill Shaffer   December 19 

Rhys Woodfill   December 19 

Henry Batton   December 23 

Jim McLeod   December 23 

Rachel Norris   December 24 

Melissa Hedelius  December 25 

Ric Nipper   December 26 

Madeline Gibson  December 27 

Mary McLamb   December 27 

John Wolfenbarger  December 28 

Pat Davis   December 29 

Kathleen David  December 30 

Sheila Rodney   December 31 

Sean Walker   December 31 

Name     Date 

Mike & Linda Tedder  December 08 

Jerry & Sheila Rodney  December 14 

Bill & Cheryle Shaffer  December 19 

Bill & Helen Rogers  December 20 

Dale & Angie Bolin  December 22 

Larry & Vicki Crane  December 22 

Bob & Ginger Wells  December 22 

Carson & Dottie Webb  December 24 

Hiram & Kathy Williams December 27 

Bill & Carolyn Justice  December 31 

Cards & Letters... 
Dear HUMC, 
Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers the church sent to me. 
It brought a smile as flowers are always part of my life.  Also, the 
timing was perfect.    
    Thank you all so much for caring, 
                 Terry Oliver 

“I thank my GOD upon every remembrances of you”  Phil 1:3  

 

I wish to express my thanks for all the prayers, cards, flowers and 
visits during my heart procedure and recovery. 
      May all be blessed,  
      Alice Lea 


