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William’s Wanderings 
  “Jesus said to 
the disciples: 
‘The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like a 
net thrown into 
the sea, which 
collects fish of 
every kind.  
When it is full 
they haul it 

ashore and sit down to put 
what is good into buckets.  
What is bad they throw away.’” 
                 -Matthew 13:47-48 
   Parables were little stories that 
Jesus used to draw us in…to force 
us to consider the essence of the 
message. They spoke to us the 
message of what God was doing in 
the world…and, frankly, our re-
sponse to God’s action of salvation. 
   The parables Jesus told call for a 
response that is both an affirma-
tion and a negation held in  
tension. Thus, we are forced to 
ponder, to think we get it, and 
then to think some more. 
   Reading this passage, the  
Parable of the Net, seems like a 
rather simple story.  And I suppose 
that it is.  A net is thrown into the 
sea and fish of every kind are 
brought ashore and sorted.  We 
are to understand that this is all 
analogous to what the reign of 
God will be. 
   As we ponder the message, we 
find ourselves asking any number 
of questions.  What exactly is 
being tossed away?  Fish that 
is inedible?  Fish too small for 
the game warden’s approval?  
Fish that goes against the 
words of Leviticus 11 (Go 
ahead and look that up)?  Yes, 
my friends, you would be surprised 
what is considered okay in  
Scripture.  And what is not!  For 
the record: most of the seafood 
that is popular to eat down here on 
the coast would not pass mustard, 
but I digress.  Back to the point: 

What does that which is being 
thrown aside symbolize?   
Certain people who do not  
belong in the church? 
   I have found myself pondering 
the world more and more as I have 
grown older. A friend and I were 
recently breaking bread together 
when we remarked how it is that 
there was a time when one could 
have friends who had opposing 
views…and you could still be 
friends. Now, it seems as though 
one has to share the same frame 
of mind in order to sit at the  
table. The funny thing about grow-
ing older is that one discovers 
through the experiential moments 
of life that the world simply doesn’t 
operate that way. 
   And frankly speaking…I’m not 
sure that the Kingdom of God 
does. In the Gospel I find that time 
after time Jesus is encouraging His 
followers to practice discretion 
and prudence.  Yes, it is true that 
tradition has value.  And we are to 
certainly know its power and  
wisdom. At the same time,  
however, we are to discern the real 
questions and insights of the  
present time in light with tradition-
no small task, to be sure. 
   Everyone seems to think that 
they have the answers…which is 
why we are so often found to be 
sitting at opposite tables; for 
we seem to have forgotten that the 
reign of God is more about mercy 
than about judgment. More about 
love than about hate. More about 
God’s saving act of salvation than 
condemnation. More about having 
the mind and the heart of Christ 
than about the hypocrisy of the 
Pharisees. 
Stay encouraged.   
   Stay faithful. 
 
   Still in His Peace, 
   Pastor William 
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Music Notes & Memories 

As I write this... I’m not gone yet, as I still have 6 Sundays left!  So, I started to wax nostalgic, 

thinking about my journey with HUMC, and the last 21½ years that I have held the position of  

Director of Music.  So I invite you to travel with me as I walk through the past... and my recollec-

tions... and jump in any time you joined us here!   

 

I think about the pastors that I have had the privilege to work with.  I started singing with the 

choir in the old white church under the direction of Ginger Wells, when Francis Daniel was pastor.  

We all walked up from that church to our new church on Easter morning of 1992.  Not long after 

that, I remember Francis playing his guitar as he sang his “swan song” of “You’ve Got a Friend.”  

Thinking all was lost... in comes this man with a bowtie and the biggest smile ...and awesome  

sermons....Rev. Bruce Stanley!  And in a blink (ok...3 years!!!) he was gone!  He answered a  

different call, and later became CEO of the United Methodist Home for Children, and yes!  He still 

has that BIG smile (and probably some of the same bowties)!!   

 

During this time, Joe Peterson became Director of Music, and he talked me into playing handbells!  

I was terrible!  But he insisted I could do it...so I made all sorts of hieroglyphics in my music to not 

hold up the rest of the group...right down to the basics of L and R, for Left and Right hands!!  

(Duh!)  Joe was with us for 3 or 4 years, but left to pastor a church leaving the Director position 

open!  Through the prompting of Ginger Wells and (then) THS Band Director, Mike Ryan, in January 

of 2001, I threw together a resume, ran it into the SPRC meeting that day, and the rest is history!  

Jim Bell was the pastor at that time, and I was soon told I had a yearly budget of (was it really?) 

$3000!!!  So...all excited about the prospect of the new job, and getting to pick out new music... I 

did just that!  I picked out $3000 worth of music!  When I was later called into his office, I’d never 

seen a man so flustered, trying to pick his words carefully...and what came out (in his slow drawl) 

was something like, “Just because your BUDGET is $3000 doesn’t mean you get to SPEND $3000 

and certainly, not all at once... and at the beginning of the year!”  Well... nobody had explained 

THAT part to me!  But you best believe I never did that again!  AND... with a withering budget over 

the years, I rarely (if ever!) reached the yearly budget, and I have CERTAINLY gotten good use out 

of all that original music I purchased, and some are still my favorites today!  It was also during the 

time of Jim Bell (and my buddy, assistant pastor, Jeff Nash) that the Men’s Club was trying to raise 

money to build the road to the right of our property as you come in.  (The forerunner of the current 

road!)  They decided to have an auction, and I volunteered to be the auctioneer.  It was outside... 

and lasted just about all day!  We actually discovered that there IS a limit as to how long I could 

talk!!  And it was at about 6 hours and 16 minutes that there was absolutely nothing left!  My 
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Music Notes & Memories  

voice wasn’t right for about the next year, but it is STILL one of my favorite memories!  What a 

blast!  And we did raise more than a few thousand dollars that day! 

 

In 2004, Joe Casteel came to be our pastor, and he became not only my boss, but a good friend!  

Staff had meetings twice a month, and we became a close-knit group, calling ourselves “Charlie’s 

Angels” by the end of Joe’s stay, with Joe being Charlie of course...and there’s a posed picture 

somewhere to prove it!  I was thrilled he sang in one of our Cantatas with us!  Wow!  That 7 years 

went by in a blink!  

 

Then, in came Randy Maynard....who did NOT sing in one of our Cantatas!  My, how that man 

loved to sing (and probably still does!)... and always believed in the Wesley way, to sing “lustily” 

(as he would oft remind us to do... and I always felt that was a little... icky... to describe it that 

way...but ok!  It’s Wesley!  Who am I to argue?!)  Randy was a force of nature, and jumped into 

any and every task.  I always said that he could beat someone to the hospital for a hangnail, he 

was that dedicated to being there for his people.  We did a number of golf tournaments to raise 

money, the first being for Habitat for Humanity, and he’d be the first to arrive and the last to go.  

He was born Aug. 9th, 1953, 27 days before me, and I called him my brother from another mother!  

His big ol’ smile and boisterous laugh still bring a smile to my face today!  After only 3 years, he 

and wife, Cindy, made the tough decision to move to be closer to her family! 

 

So... Who could replace TALL, LOUD, BIG-VOICED, GREY-HAIRED, ENERGIZER RANDY??  Well... that 

would be SHORT, LOUD, BIG-VOICED, GREY-HAIRED, ENERGIZER SKIP!!!!  It was a great fit for us, 

and the transition was easy!  His laid-back way made him easy to talk to, in good times and bad.... 

and my, oh my!  Didn’t we have our share of both?!  He joined us on July 6, 2014, and he probably 

thought things were pretty easy here, and we were working on getting the FLC finalized and go-

ing.... and then Sept. 14th, 2018 rocked our world, when Hurricane Florence blew in, and knocked 

us down!  Suddenly, Skip became the one who had to answer all the questions that everyone 

threw at him!  We have to move all the salvageable things from inside the church into containers 

and storage sheds?  And how would we have services, and what do you mean we’re going to have 

services in that small Youth Building with questionable cleanliness and smells??!  And yet, it was 

there that this church REALLY came together and bonded as a family, for not only were we CLOSE 

together, but we shared our joys and concerns, and shared the pain or joy of those near us.  I  

personally, will treasure that time as being some of the best times, and I am told others feel the 

same way!   

 



 

 

But, in 2020, with Easter services coming upon us, just when we’re FINALLY almost ready to move 

into our new, long-awaited sanctuary, this thing called Covid comes in and once again, Skip has to 

come up with all the answers!  Is it any wonder this man was ready to retire after all he’d held  

together for so long? 

 

So, in 2021, Rev. Skip Williams exits, and Rev. William Holliday enters!  He is a much quieter man 

than our last two pastors, but also, thankfully, easy to talk to!!  I’m sure it can’t have been easy for 

him as the Covid threat was still looming and people were yet reluctant to return.  I didn’t help 

things, I’m sure, as one of my first requests of him was to have his sermon themes 4 weeks in  

advance, so I could select songs for the choir that would (hopefully) fit, and we’d have weeks to 

practice each of them, always revolving out of one and into the next.  He was taken aback a bit, 

but acquiesced to doing it, and I am grateful for that, as I have always liked our songs to go with 

the theme of each Sunday, if possible!  This last year has flown by, and I really hate to leave  

William in a lurch, but it is really time for me to move on out, with Kevin Kolb not far behind.  We 

are both older than William, and he plans to retire even before he reaches my age, so I know he 

has to understand and accept it, but it doesn’t make the leaving any easier. 

 

I have had the opportunity to work side-by-side with some of the best people in the business, and 

feel underserving of that honor.  Each has had, and will always have, a special place in my heart!  

(And that includes the associate pastors!)  Next Script Shores: My Musical People! 

 

Yours in Song,   

Patti 
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Music Notes & Memories  

Christmas  

Cantata Choir 
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Handbell Choir 

Pumpkin Patch  

Pumpkin Toss 

Hampstead United Methodist  

Softball Team 

Children’s Handbell Choir 
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MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

Summer just keeps rolling along.  The youth will be back in school in August and 

MUNCH will have to gear-up for the coming school year.  It takes a little time to get all 

the parts in place but by mid-September we should be going strong. 

 

Thanks to all the folks who have helped out this summer and to those who are willing to volunteer to help.  

We should know our areas where help is most needed fairly soon. 
 

BackPack Meal Items:  

• Cheerios, Oatmeal, or other low sugar cereals  

• Canned Pasta Sauce and dry Pasta  

• Canned Vegetables & Fruits, Individual Fruit Containers (low sugar/no refrigeration)  

• Plastic Jars of Peanut Butter and Jelly  

• Individual Packages of Peanut Butter Crackers and Cheese Crackers  

• Tuna and Chicken Helpers or store brand 

• Canned Tuna and Canned Chicken (to pair with item above) 

• Chunky Soups & Stews, Macaroni & Cheese  

• Canned Pastas (Spaghetti-O’s, mini-Ravioli’s, etc.) store brand is fine 

• 100% Fruit Juice (small cans or plastic bottles) “Reduced Sugar” and “Lower Sodium” are best!  

     (Please, NO glass containers!)     

Thanks for your continued support!          

     —Chip Davis, HUMC MUNCH Program Coordinator 

Food & Fun on Fourth Wednesdays 

HUMC will host an event for church members, families, guests and visitors, to 

gather for a meal, every fourth Wednesday of the month (except November & 

December).  This is an opportunity for community outreach, growth, fun,  

fellowship and bringing church members together.  All church groups/committees/ministries can 

take part on a rotational basis once a year to cook/provide a meal.  

 

Our first gathering is Wednesday, August 24th .  The United Methodist Men 

are leading the way with the first meal which will be a hot dog cookout. There 

will be a different theme for each month.  A sign-up sheet will be in the nar-

thex for those who would like to participate. This helps the hosting group plan 

for those attending. A donation jar will be available, and will benefit the  

hosting ministry. 
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Just to let you know our team is not resting during the summer months.  We had a 

few dollars left over from this previous school year's donations and spent them on 

more books from Scholastic.  Team members Janet Redinger, Dee Colenda, Peggy 

Harris and others are previewing these books during our free time to select the best 

options for future orders.  Janet and Peggy have also been busy presenting the  

results of our efforts to the various civic groups. We hope to involve additional civic 

groups and churches with our next school year's book drive.  Our aspirations are 

for only new books to be given out to second graders in May of 2023. 

What is a Prayer Garden? 

 

Used as a quiet place to relax and  

recharge, a meditation or prayer garden 

is a place of peace and tranquility.  

HUMC has a Prayer Garden on the north 

side of the main building.  It's free, and 

open 24/7.  Find a bench and enjoy time 

with God. 

Sunday School News 

"Allow the children to come to me."  Jesus said, "Don't forbid them  

because the kingdom of heaven belongs to people like these children."  

(Matthew 19:14) 
 

August is here.  Summer vacation is almost over.  VBS was a great success!  Thank you to   

Jaime Alberti and ALL the volunteers!!!  This month in the Elementary Sunday School we will 

continue learning about Jesus and his teachings.  Ms. Treena will be teaching with Ms. Kelly  

assisting as needed.  The Youth Group will continue their study on the series on "The Chosen" in 

Room 2 in the Main Building.  We are still in the need for Sunday School teachers.  If you would 

consider this Gods call to you to tell others about the love Jesus has shown to you, please call 

Cheryle Shaffer at 910-620-5904 or cashaffer12@yahoo.com.  No experience needed, just the love of 

Jesus in your heart.                                                                

       Blessings,  

      Cheryle Shaffer, Sunday School Superintendent  

HUMC Missions  “Give 5—Read 5” Program 



 

 

Bringing Back a Night In Bethlehem! 

Night In Bethlehem is in planning and preparing stages. Contact Angie Major at 

910-270-3168 or email angiemajor@charter.net if you have any questions or 

would like to help in any way.  Announcements for meetings will be advertised 

in the Sunday bulletins or by email blast.  Please be in prayer as we work to bring 

back NIB!                      —Angie Major 
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Lay Leader Message:  UMCOR’S Response to Ukraine 

Since the February 2022 invasion of Ukraine by Russia, UMCOR has provided  

support to the people affected both inside Ukraine and in surrounding countries, 

working with United Methodist churches in the region as well as regional partners. 

Relief efforts will be ongoing. 
 

UMCOR’s work in Ukraine is funded with gifts to Advance #982450, International Disaster Response and  

Recovery. Grants for immediate relief have been given to United Methodist partners to provide direct aid  

inside Ukraine, as well as to support those who have fled the violence. UMCOR is working through Methodist 

churches in neighboring nations—Poland, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, Estonia, Bulgaria and the Czech  

Republic. In addition, grants are being awarded to trusted partners like ACT Alliance, International Orthodox 

Christian Charities (IOCC) and Human Rights League. Grants provide transportation assistance, humanitarian 

supplies such as food, water, clothing, shelter and medication, as well as legal services and safe spaces for 

families, women, children and those with disabilities. In addition, UMCOR has funded the transport of more 

than $1 million in medical supplies to hospitals in Kyiv, with more supplies scheduled in the coming 

months. UMCOR is in continuous dialogue with UMC entities and other partners throughout Europe to  

identify additional ways to assist. The situation in Eastern and Central Europe is constantly evolving and with 

Ukraine’s economic losses already estimated in the hundreds of millions of dollars, recovery efforts will take 

years. Global Ministries and UMCOR will continue to respond in the months and years ahead. 
 

At this time, all gifts to UMCOR’s International Disaster Response and Recovery Advance will be used to assist 

those who remain in Ukraine and those who have fled the violence to neighboring nations. Gifts can be made 

in the following ways: 

• Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 

• By toll-free telephone call: 1-888-252-6174 

• By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” written on the 

memo line and mailed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-

9068 

• By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” written on the 

memo line and given to any United Methodist church 

                   —Steve Calarco, Lay Leader 
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Altar Flower Guild 

For the past 8 years the HUMC Altar Flower Guild has looked at our function within HUMC through the  

unlimited lens.  Our team is constantly coming up with new and exciting ways to support the congregation 

and its ministries.  We are excited to announce at our last meeting we are actively looking at ways to add 

fund raising outside of the Altar.  We are using our gifts and interests to create items for sale with all  

proceeds that benefit church programs.  We will have specific information in the September issue of Script 

Shores and hope you all will continue to support fresh flowers on the Altar each week.  We use our own 

greenery to offset the cost of weekly arrangements and while flower prices go up, we are managing to  

maintain our $45 per arrangement cost. Check out our evolving workspace in room 10 (behind the piano).  

William helped us figure out how to get center floor space and expand the work area!  We have produced an 

informational pamphlet about the Altar Flower Guild in the Narthex pamphlet holder.  Please pick one up and 

check us out! 

 

Join our team:  It could be as little as an hour each month or participating in a time of year that is special to 

you!   Breaking down the Altar Flowers into smaller arrangements to be delivered after the 11:00 AM service 

on Sundays, special events (one time each year to tie bows or make Christmas decorations), full on designer  

duties choosing flowers and designs for the Altar once a month, or sharing your creative side by sending  

suggestions.  We meet 4 times a year for about an hour to sign up for design dates, share new styles and 

tools, and catch up with one another.  Our Guild Secretary keeps us informed of work that is going on, any 

changes in our workspace, added tools, and weekly sponsors and honorees to pray for.  

 

The United Methodist Church is specific in its recommendation of things placed on the Altar: 

From the UMC:  "Since flowers symbolize the resurrection, and in keeping with the principle of integrity, no 

type of artificial flower or plant is appropriate to the environment of worship." The "principle of integrity" 

means that "everything should express to the worshiper the qualities of truth, integrity, simplicity, and purity. 

Anything that expresses falseness or pretense, or that is gaudy or cheaply ornate, should be avoided." 

  

HUMC’s own FLORICULTURE- Call us if you have blooms or special foliage to share! (910-264-3864 Text or 

leave a message!)  Perpetual Sponsorships secures the double flower arrangements that have always 

adorned our Altar.  Even though you are automatically signed up for this date you can still cancel it. All we 

need is a 30-day notice to release the date you have reserved. If you have a 

special date that you would like to have each year, please contact Lacy at 

270-4648 and let her know, she will also be asking who your dedication is for 

and updated contact information.  Most all flowers are broken down from the 

Altar and delivered to those souls who are ill or need a reminder of Christ’s love 

for each of us!   

 

Open Dates for Sponsors:  August 14th-1 needed; September 11th, 18th, 15th, 1 

needed; October 22nd,2 needed;  November 6th, 2 needed; November 20th, 

27th, 1 needed; December 4th, 11th, 1 needed. 
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HUMC Staff  Parish  

The United Methodist Church describes the Staff-Parish Relations Committee as being “the administra-

tive unit in a local church, where staff and congregational interests are integrated to focus on the mission 

of the church.” 
 

We are profoundly grateful for the 21+ years that Patti Rouse served as our Director of Music Ministries 

at HUMC.  There will be sadness in her well-deserved retirement, but she has assured the SPRC that she 

will be available for filling-in!   
 

Listed below are the two different committee chairs that you may be in touch with, in our duties to cele-

brate Patti and search for the person to continue to grow our pool of talent and music programs.  We en-

courage you to make your recommendations by e-mail, text or a phone call.  We suggest you first contact 

the person you will be making the recommendation for and make sure they are available and interested 

in receiving more information about the position.  Please use one of the forms of contact directly to the 

Chair or Vice Chair of the Recruiting Committee.  It’s always nice for busy folks, to get it in writing so I 

suggest the best form to turn in names of candidates is by e-mail or text, and if you’d like to follow-up 

with a phone call that will be fine!  Ideas will flow in celebrating Patti, so again, e-mail and text and then 

call so the committee can weigh all the opportunities! 

 

There will be a separate interviewing committee from SPRC and unanimous consensus of the committee  

before hiring.  Our goal is to have this position/positions hired by the end of August in order to facilitate 

a smooth transition when Patti leaves on September 4th.     
 

Recruiting Candidates Committee: 

Brenda Sellers-Chair – xhersizesellers@gmail.com (910) 264-3864 

Darren Poe 

Hiram Williams 

Patty Smith 

Jim Hock 

Marilyn Flanders-Vice Chair – marilyn.wayne@yahoo.com  (518-368-3990) 

 

Patti’s Retirement Celebration: 

Carolyn Sear-Chair – csear423@hotmail.com (910-612-6516) 

Terri Tracey 

Steve Calarco-Master of Ceremony 

Brenda Sellers 

Pastor William 

    Your servant in Christ, 

    Brenda Sellers, Chair SPRC 
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Cards & Letters... 
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Birthdays... Anniversaries... 

Altar Flowers... 
Date              Dedication 

August 7    Brenda Sellers... 

         “In celebration of my grandson, Hunter and his  

  9th birthday.” 

August 7    Linda Taylor... 

         “In loving memory of my mother Florine Howard.” 

August 14    Loretta Greenough... 

                     “In loving memory of Wayne Greenough, & in honor  

  of Randy Maynard, both on their birthdays.” 

August 14    Dottie Webb... 

                      “In celebration of Carson’s 91st birthday.” 

August 21    Brenda Sellers... 

           “In celebration of my grandson, Levi’s 5th birthday.” 

August 21    Walt & Jan Makaryk... 

           “In celebration of our 50th wedding anniversary  

  on August 26th.” 

August 28   Tom Burns & Jennipher Love Burns... 

           “In celebration of our wedding anniversary.” 

August 28    Bill & Mollie Wallen... 

           “In celebration of our 57th wedding anniversary.” 

Milt & Denise Packard August 01 

Butch & Margaret Parrish August 03 

John & Lindsey Mochel August 04 

Danny & Shannon Pope August 07 

Gil & Debbie Gouge August 07 

Phillip & Diana Davis August 13 

Richard & Carolyn Sear August 15 

John & Peggy Harris August 16 

Wayne & Marilyn Flanders August 18 

Larry & Darlene David August 19 

Michael & Dora Gilgo August 19 

Dean & Susan Lanier August 23 

Greg & Susan Leemhuis August 25 

Walt & Jan Makaryk August 26 

Chad & Kelly Reedy August 27 

Tim & Karin Agoulnik August 30 

Mike & Delores Riley August 31 

Ash Weaver & Ashley DeDecker August 31 

Terry Snyder  August 01 

Anna Jones  August 02 

Reid Parker   August 02 

Jeri Stone  August 02 

Jack Cockrum  August 03 

Tim Costello  August 03 

Blane Gibson  August 03 

David Hedelius  August 03 

Sara Temple  August 04 

Michaela Doyle  August 05 

Milo Pickett  August 06 

Jeff Swann  August 06 

Kay Phelps  August 07 

Christopher Scott  August 07 

Noble Sellers  August 07 

Alex Agoulnik  August 08 

Jackson Hardee  August 08 

John Mochel  August 08 

Tim Agoulnik  August 12 

Diane Croom  August 12 

Linda Nipper  August 12 

Whitney Graves  August 13 

Jared James  August 13 

Scott Miller  August 14 

Joe McGuire  August 15 

Scott Allen August 17 

Edward Hampel  August 17 

Caleb Doyle  August 18 

Kyle Hamberger  August 18 

Adaire Causey  August 19 

Hannah McLeod  August 19 

Mike Riley  August 20 

Blair Weaver  August 20 

Jim Wells  August 21 

Sean Ziegler  August 21 

Keely Holmes  August 22 

Addie Sellers  August 22 

Treena Wolfenbarger  August 22 

Diana Batson  August 24 

Gail Panipinto  August 24 

Rachel Jones  August 25 

Greg Leemhuis  August 25 

Jack Loveless  August 25 

Gina Martin  August 25 

Josh Smith  August 25 

Phillip Davis, Jr.  August 26 

Patsy Mathews   August 26 

Sally Piepmeyer  August 26 

Ellie Stone  August 28 

Taryn Henderson  August 29 

Christopher Martin  August 30 

Alease Register  August 30 


