
 

 

   2018      August  Script Shores  
Hampstead United Methodist Church 

“On the Lap of God” 

We knew we had a feral cat and her kittens in our storm drain. We 

just never gave much thought to what would become of them if we 

had a real downpour. Then it happened. The mama cat escaped, but 

the kittens --  well, they were another matter. The main drainage 

pond was next to our town home. Immediately after the rain, Betsy 

heard something crying outside. She saw a black ball of fur no bigger 

than the palm of a hand crawling around on the "beach" and holler-

ing! Because of the hollering, we named him "Jubal" ("playing"). 

When we found out "he" was a "she," we changed it to "Jubalee." 

 

The next day, I saw another ball of fur, white this time, splayed out 

over the drainpipe rocks in the pond. I assumed it was the "late" ma-

ma, and went to pick up the body. The body opened its eyes and 

scared me half to death!  I took this one inside, and it was shivering 

madly. I sat down in the recliner and laid the kitten on my lap. For 

three hours she did nothing but soak up warmth. The name "Jonah" 

was given, because I dragged it out of the water. Sure enough, 

"Jonah" became "Joanna" (I never was any good at identifying cat 

gender!) Jubalee gave in to feline leukemia a few years ago. But Joan-

na still wants to lay down on the couch with Betsy and get warm!  

 

Okay--  I hear you--  is there a theological or spiritual significance re-

motely anywhere in our future? Yes --  God pulls us out of the haz-

ards of this world and warms us back to life! There is no feeling like 

that of resting in His arms, safe, secure, peaceful, happy! And when 

we do rest in His "everlasting arms," I suspect God feels the same 

way I did with Joanna --  equally happy! 
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Skip’s Scoop Continued... 

But while God treasures those intimate moments of closeness with us, He also saves us for a purpose, 

one that is greater than ourselves. We go out into the world to tell about what God has done for us, and 

is doing for us. As we repeat those wonderful covenant words with God:  Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Ser-

vice, and Witness--  we renew our lifetime and lifestyle promises to God in response to His eternal prom-

ises to us.  

 

Like Joanna, there are times when there is nothing so wonderful as sitting on God's lap and purring!  Be-

lieve me, God loves it, too! But those special times are so much more meaningful if  we can sit on God's 

lap at day's end, and hear Him say "I've been watching you-- you did well today!  Well done, good and 

faithful servant!"  

 

Have a great summer!  Be a part of the 2018 annual Planning Session, which is 830am-noon, next Satur-

day, August 4th. Sign up for a Bible Study! Get into a Fellowship activity! Spiritually and emotionally in-

vest in one of the many mission projects we have here at HUMC! Wherever you are, find a way to fulfill 

your lifetime and lifestyle promises to God. It will be just as special to you as it is to Him! 

      God bless you!    See you Sunday! 

      Skip 

Vacation Bible School : Shipwrecked Island 

Many thanks to all who participated in VBS last week.  From all of the Station 

leaders, Crew leaders, decorators, floaters, and all who contributed by do-

nating supplies or monetary donations, it could not have happened without 

you!  This is a phenomenal ministry to the community and is only successful 

because of all of the generous people of HUMC.  Thank you!  

   You all are truly Disciples of Christ!   

                                 —Melody Doyle 

Save a Life… Give Blood  

The American Red Cross says blood supply in our area tends to drop to low levels in the summer months.  

You can help alleviate this shortage by donating blood here at the church  on Monday, August 06 between the 

hours of 1:30 and 6:00 p.m. To schedule your life-saving appointment please visit www.redcrossblood.org 

and search by sponsor code Hampstead.  If you don’t have access to online scheduling, contact Nancy McKel-

vey at 264-9405, and I will schedule your desired time for you.  Also, if you could help at the canteen during 

the drive, please  contact me.         —Nancy McKelvey 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
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 The Congregational Care Ministries  (CCM) now consists of 8 TEAMS 

waiting to serve the congregation of HUMC!  Teams include the Flower Ministry, 

Martha’s Kitchen, Tuesday Morning Prayer Team, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Card 

Ministry, Stephen Ministry, Visitation, and the Phone Partner Ministry.  Team 

members are waiting to serve God’s people.   

 To help these ministry teams serve the congregation we need everyone’s participation.  Your participa-

tion comes through everyone filling out one of the blue survey cards found in the back pocket of the chair in 

front of you in the sanctuary or you can find one in the narthex.    

 We also need your assistance in locating those not in weekly attendance who may need a home visit.  It 

is through serving one another that we can serve God’s people and show them God’s love through our actions.    

If you have not filled out a survey card, please take time to do so and place it in the mail slot of the office door. 

Stay tuned for a chance to find out more about CCM on September 30th at our Open House.   

 If you need further information or assistance, please contact: Trudy Wilder at 910-619-6579  

(e-mail) twilder@ec.rr.com or Delores Riley at 910-232-4773 (e-mail drileycmc@gmail.com) 
 

 

       —Delores Riley & Trudy Wilder 

Congregational Care  

PLEASE DON’T PASS BY THIS 

“WANT AD” WITHOUT GIVING IT 

SERIOUS THOUGHT!  IT’S A  

“NEED AD!” 
Ok!  I get it!  YOU don’t sing or play an instrument. 

BUT, have you asked a friend or neighbor if  THEY 

do?  Maybe THEY’D like to sing…to be part of  a 

choir again… to make merry, meaningful music with 

others!  So MANY people were part of  a choir, in 

school or in church, and then, phased out of  singing.  We NEED people to PHASE 

BACK IN AGAIN! Our Cantata Choir numbers have 

started to wane and WE NEED AN INFUSION of  active participants;  

especially sopranos!! 

As we know, life takes some twists and turns, and we don’t know what God has in store.  

But I’d like to think that God would still want glorious music in His house to celebrate 

the birth of  His Son, and our Savior!  Let’s open up this conversation with others and 

see if  we can’t instill a renewed musical excitement in people again!!  The future of  our 

HUMC Christmas Cantata COULD depend on it!  I thank you for any help you can give 

toward this end!  (Experienced instrumentalists are included in this quest!  Thank you!) 

      Yours in song, 

        Patti 

Music Notes 

mailto:twilder@ec.rr.com
mailto:drileycmc@gmail.com
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United Methodist Women 

I hope all of you are having a marvelous summer, giving us a little 

breather before the UMW starts in full force in September.  The fol-

lowing is our Calendar for the next three months.  Please note the 

change of date for the Ice Cream Social and hope this does not in-

convenience anyone.   Looking forward to seeing ALL the women of HUMC for this event.   

 

Also, please be aware that all our Circles are looking for new members.  If you are interested in 

Christian fellowship, learning about and helping with UMW Missions around the world, with 

the benefit of a little food for the tummy, please plan on joining us.      

          Blessings,    

           Cheryle Shaffer 
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Appalachia Service Project Mission Thank You!! 

Thank you to everyone who helped make this year’s ASP Mission Trip 
possible!!  Twenty-eight volunteers went to Hazard County, KY to repair 
homes of those in need. Thank you to all who donated funds and most 
importantly, those who prayed for our ASP Team and the many families in need of 
their assistance.  On Sunday, August 5th, several members of our ASP Team will share 
with the congregation testimonies of their experiences and how ASP has affected them 
as individuals.  Thank you for being such a loving and caring  congregation!       

United Methodist Missions:  Project AGAPE Shoe Boxes 

 Many of you are familiar with “Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christ-

mas Child” BUT did you know our own UMC in mission has a similar project 

for refugee children in Armenia?  Project AGAPE stands for American Great-

er Armenian Partnership Efforts and is supported by our N.C. and Western N.C. conferences 

in a partnership with the Armenian Apostolic Church. 

 You are invited to prepare an AGAPE Christmas Box which will be distributed on Or-

thodox Christmas Eve by our Armenian Project AGAPE director, Nara Melkonyan, and other 

community members assisting with Project AGAPE ministry.   The children receiving these 

gifts live in deep poverty and many are refugees.  For most of the children, your AGAPE 

Christmas Box will be the only gift they will receive.  For a few, it will be the only Christmas 

gift they have ever received.  

 This mission has a Children's Home and a Children's Education Center to provide a 

holistic ministry in pastoral care, education, health care, agriculture and economic develop-

ment.  Look for the plastic shoe box in the Narthex for a shopping list and prepare you gift 

now.  Deadline for completed boxes in Sunday, September 16, 2018.         —Peggy Harris  
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United Methodist Men 

“I am not afraid that the people called Methodists should 

ever cease to exist either in Europe or America. But I am 

afraid lest they should only exist as a dead sect, having 

form of religion without the power.”  John Wesley 1786, 

Thoughts upon Methodism 

 

The UMM recently (July 7
th

) had their monthly breakfast open to any and all willing to 

come help with yardwork and moving yard sale items from the former Spirit Center 

garage to the Night in Bethlehem barn. The turnout was pretty good, but… 

 

I understand the busyness of life, especially in this fast paced world we live in today. 

However, to be a person that exemplifies a Christ-like existence, we must find time to 

keep Him in front of us. We strive to succeed in our personal endeavors, shouldn’t our 

spiritual lives be just as important? In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he says: Whatever 

happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, 

whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that 

you stand firm in one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel…   

Phil 1:27 

 

Opportunities abound here at HUMC: UMM is looking for a new breakfast cook (Mike 
Richardson and his family are relocating to Clayton due to work), the Nursery is look-
ing for volunteers, Melody is always looking for assistance with Youth endeavors, 
more ushers needed, more communion stewards needed, more Leap of Faith volun-
teers needed, more of everything that requires our talents. More for each of us to do 
to make God smile, to make a difference, to effect a change, if not in others then cer-
tainly in ourselves! Remember the parable Jesus told about the three servants in Mat-
thew 25 and the talents given to each? Where are you putting your talents? Are they 
being used to gain more or are they buried in the ground, hidden from sight? As 
John Wesley says in the beginning of this post, if we just go through the motions of 
being a church member, then we will lose the strength we have as a church body. 
Both Matthew (9:37) and Luke (10:2) spoke of the harvest being plentiful, ‘but the 
workers are few.’ We all need to find the time to include God in our daily lives! If not 
in prayer, then certainly in action! Find time to include God in your daily life, through 
action, through prayer, through a Christ-like approach in all that you do. It’s not al-
ways easy, but if we work together on a regular basis, we can transform the world!   

 

         Strive to make God smile, 

         Al Smith 
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MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

 We are all moved into our new Hampstead Storage facility!  It is being paid for by a generous dona-

tion form Relevance Church.  The nice part about this new storage area is that we have access 24/7.  The stor-

age at school had us limited to normal school hours.  In addition we had to deal with class schedules so there 

were lots of times there could be no access.  However, the school did give us the storage area to use.  We very 

much appreciate that!  It won’t be long now until school starts up again.  We should be in full swing by the 

first or second  week of September. 

 The following are our regular items that we can always use:. 

 Pasta Sauce (24 oz. can/plastic) 

 Pasta 1lb box 

 Spaghetti O’s or store brand equivalent 

 Cereal 

 Canned chicken and tuna 

 Tuna and Chicken “Helpers” 

 Granola Bars,  Peanut Butter Crackers 

 Pancake/Waffle Mix and Syrup 

 Canned fruit and vegetables 

 Peanut Butter and Jellly 

If you prefer to do a monetary donation, we are pleased to receive it.  Just write a check to HUMC and put 

MUNCH in the memo field. Easy as that! Again, thanks for your generous support of MUNCH! 

 

        —Chip Davis, MUNCH Coordinator 

Fall Festival Basket Auction 

 For this year’s Fall Festival we are planning to have a Basket Auction to raise money for the kitchen 

equipment for our new building and WE NEED YOUR HELP!  We are hoping to have at least 50 baskets to 

auction off with each basket being valued at $50 or more.  We are looking to do themed baskets. For in-

stance, a beach basket filled with items to use at the beach or a gardening basket filled with stuff to use in 

the garden.  Any appropriate theme will work and the theme can be for any age group.  We really need your 

donations to make this work. 

 If you are part of a group who would like to put a basket together or work for an employer who is 

willing to make a donation, we would certainly appreciate it.  Or, if you don’t want to buy items and put the 

basket together but would be willing to donate money towards one, we would be happy to create a basket 

for you! 

 We are in the process of contacting local businesses to help with our endeavor.  If you know a local 

business personally and would be willing to ask for a donation for us, we would greatly appreciate it. The 

more baskets we have to auction, the more money we can raise.  Won’t you please consider helping us make 

our basket auction a success? 

 For more information or to pledge your kindness, please contact Marilyn Flanders 270-1091 or  

Marilyn.wayne@yahoo.com  Or Donna Kurtz 270-2624 or kurtzd@uncw.edu  Thank you for your kindness!  

 

       —Marilyn Flanders & Donna Kurtz 
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Greetings from Queenie the Church Mouse!       

There’s a lot going on at HUMC that is keeping this little mouse hopping.  The field mice 

are still scurrying to find new homes as ground breaking for our new fellowship hall begins.  

Some are still temporarily staying within the church walls until homes can be found.  The 

field mice enjoy coming together for prayer time and  Bible study.  Many continue their 

studies and prayers as they move to new homes.   With construction and clearing the land other members of 

God’s creation may be seen as they too have been chased out of their homes.    

 

Mom and Dad, sister Mabel, Gramps and Grandmaw came to visit a few weeks ago and filled me in on family 

news.  My cousin Max has taken a Church Mouse position this year and is excited about joining  the long 

line of family Church mice.  As you recall our heritage goes back to 1932 when Great, Great, Grandpa 

Wesley became the first Church Mouse of the newly constructed Duke University Chapel.   It is an honor  to 

be a church mouse of the Duke family.  We have family spread across the world helping God’s call to serve 

His people.   I enjoyed the visit and after they left for home, I found myself wanting to do more to serve the 

Lord.  But what could I do?    

 

Well, you could say…God opened a window and I jumped through it!  The window happened to be in one of 

the ASP vans preparing to leave for Hazard, Kentucky.  I quickly found a comfortable riding space in one of 

the overstuffed  bags and settled in for an adventure.  I peeked out once or twice and was able to see the  

magnitude of God’s creation.  I have to say though that the winding roads had this little mouse a little green 

around the edges.  Thanks be to the adult drivers who expertly navigated those hairpin turns.  Our host was 

a local school nestled between two mountains. I know now why they call them the blue mountains of 

Kentucky. The week was filled with laughter, hard work, happiness, fellowship, and music.  Wow!  The 

bluegrass music was provided by two young ladies called The “Local Honeys.” It was awesome and had my 

toes to tapping.  Our church youth group really worked hard to help families have warmer, safer, and drier 

homes. The families that we helped were truly greatful. Some even cried. Serving on the ASP team with our 

youth filled that void in my heart.  Great work guys! I can’t wait till next year! If you are looking for ways  to 

serve God I bet there’s room in the van for you.    

       Until next time, I remain your humble Church Mouse, 

       Queenie  

Leap of  Faith 

Leap of Faith would like to welcome anyone into our mission who would like to help shop for and  stock the 

Pantry  one week about  every three months. Reimbursement for food purchases is included. Complete infor-

mation about this rewarding mission can be gotten by emailing Dixie Hampel at dixiecup46@yahoo.com.   

Also if you have collected travel size personal items such as toothpaste, shampoo, lotion, etc., we also stock 

the Pantry with "Health Kits" made up of these items. They are needed by many of our families in this area. 

Please drop them off in the Church kitchen and they will be bagged and put to good use.  

        Thank you and God Bless.                                                                                                     

        Dixie Hampel 
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Cards & Letters... 
Dear Church Family, 
My heartfelt appreciation to all of you for your prayers, food, cheerful wishes and flowers I 
have received throughout recent surgery and continued recovery.  God’s light and love, 
shown through each of you, was truly present for me.  May God continue to Bless You as 
He has Blessed me.  
       With love,     
                   Peggy Rose 

Laity Notes:  Animated Wesleys Share Church History 

 A recent article at the UMC web site caught my eye and I thought that I would share it 

for this month’s Script Shores. 

 NASHVILLE, TN:  A new video resource from United Methodist Communications uses an 

animated John and Charles Wesley to share United Methodist history in an innovative and 

contemporary way. 

 Created for use in confirmation classes, new member classes, Sunday school and small 

discussion groups, "The Wesleys Take the Web" is a series of three 1-minute episodes (also 

available as one 3-minute video) that aims to generate conversation about the history of The 

United Methodist Church and make it appealing to younger people. The videos look at how 

John and Charles Wesley might have used social media and smartphones to share the 

church’s message, while incorporating history, facts and trivia throughout. 

 "We have compressed many of the high points of being part of the Methodist move-

ment in a very short way—and in the new way that people consume content," said Fran 

Coode Walsh, Director of Member Communications.  "We hope the series will be entertain-

ing, but also informative and inspiring; and we hope people will think creatively about how to 

use it.” 

 You can watch and share the mobile-friendly videos at UMC.org/WesleyBros, on Insta-

gram, You Tube, or they can be downloaded. 

        —Steve Calarco, Lay Leader 
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Anniversaries... Birthdays... 

Date        Dedication 

August 5  Stephen & Brenda Sellers. . . 

 “In celebration of Hunter’s 5th birthday.” 

August 5  Linda & Mac Taylor. . . 

  “In loving memory of my mother Florine Howard.” 

August 12  Linda Rouleau & Family. . . 

  “In loving memory of Jason Allen Rouleau, Sr.” 

August 12   Mike & Linda Tedder. . . 

  “In celebration of our granddaughter, Anna Lynn,  

  on her 5th birthday.” 

August 19  Stephen & Brenda Sellers. . . 

  “In celebration of Levi’s 1st birthday.” 

August 19  Wayne & Marilyn Flanders. . . 

  “In celebration of our 34th wedding anniversary.” 

August 26  Joe Griggs. . . 

  “In loving memory of Kathleen Griggs.” 

Altar Flowers 

Anna Jones  August 02 

Jack Cockrum  August 03 

Blane Gibson  August 03 

David Hedelius  August 03 

Christopher Fisher  August 04 

Michaela Doyle  August 05 

Ramona Calarco  August 06 

Milo Pickett  August 06 

Cheryl Rootes  August 06 

Kay Phelps  August 07 

Christopher Scott  August 07 

Noble Sellers  August 07 

Ciara Fisher  August 10 

Jim Smoots  August 10 

Linda Nipper  August 12 

Jared James  August 13 

Courtney Weaver  August 13 

Scott Miller  August 14 

Elaine Rodney  August 14 

Joe McGuire  August 15 

Scott Allen  August 17 

Edward Hampel  August 17 

Caleb Doyle  August 18 

Kyle Hamberger  August 18 

Hannah McLeod  August 19 

Mike Riley  August 20 

Jim Wells  August 21 

Sean Ziegler  August 21 

Addie Sellers  August 22 

Treena Wolfenbarger  August 22 

Diana Batson  August 24 

Joe Griggs  August 24 

Gail Panipinto  August 24 

Rachel Jones  August 25 

Michaela Kerrigan  August 25 

Greg Leemhuis  August 25 

Jack Loveless  August 25 

Josh Smith  August 25 

Phillip Davis, Jr.  August 26 

Sally Piepmeyer  August 26 

Linda Farrell  August 27 

Taryn Henderson  August 29 

Lis Moro  August 29 

Dan Redinger  August 29 

Karen Marshall  August 30 

Alease Register  August 30 

Butch and Margaret Parrish August 03 

Gil and Debbie Gouge August 07 

Phillip and Diana Davis August 13 

Richard and Carolyn Sear August 15 

John and Peggy Harris August 16 

Wayne and Marilyn Flanders August 18 

Larry and Darlene David August 19 

Michael and Dora Gilgo August 19 

Greg and Susan Leemhuis August 25 

Walt and Jan Makaryk August 26 

Mike and Delores Riley August 31 

Ash and Ashley Weaver August 31 
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